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December 15, 2023 

Kimberly D. Bose, Secretary  
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission 
888 First Street, N.E., Room 1A 
Washington, D.C.  20426 
 
Re:  WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 
Supplemental Information to Responses to the Environmental Conditions of the Order 
Issuing Certificate 

 
Dear Ms. Bose: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy), herewith submits supplemental information to its 
December 1, 2023 responses to the environmental conditions of the Order Issuing Certificate 
(Order) issued by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC or Commission) on 
October 23, 2023, in the above-referenced docket, at the request of FERC staff.  
 
In addition, at the time of WBI Energy’s December 1, 2023 filing, WBI Energy had not 
completed consultation with the North Dakota State Historic Preservation Office (ND SHPO) on 
an addendum survey report for cultural resources submitted to the ND SHPO on October 19, 
2023.  In accordance with Ordering Paragraph (B)(3) and Environmental Condition 16 of the 
Order, WBI Energy herewith submits the results of the ND SHPO consultation included in 
Attachment 1 to this filing.  WBI Energy will comply with and implement all measures to avoid 
cultural or other sensitive sites as outlined in the addendum survey reports and the Avoidance and 
Monitoring Plan for cultural resources submitted to the ND SHPO. 
 
Pursuant to 18 CFR § 385.2010 of the Commission’s regulations, copies of the supplemental 
information are being served to each person whose name appears on the official service list for 
this proceeding. 

  

1250 West Century Avenue 
Mailing Address: 
P.O. Box 5601 
Bismarck, ND 58506-5601 
(701) 530-1600 

http://wss.mduresources.com/sites/wbih/companylogos/WBIETranLogo.jpg


Any questions regarding this filing should be addressed to the undersigned at (701) 530-1563. 

 
 Sincerely, 
 

/s/ Lori Myerchin 
 

Lori Myerchin 
Director, Regulatory Affairs and  
Transportation Services  

Attachment 

cc: via email 
 David Hanobic, FERC Environmental Project Manager 

Dawn Ramsey, FERC  
Official Service List 

  



CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 

 

 I hereby certify that I have this day served the foregoing document upon each person 
designated on the official service list compiled by the Secretary in this proceeding. 

 
 Dated this 15th day of December, 2023. 
 
 
 
 
     By  /s/ Lori Myerchin   
     Lori Myerchin 

Director, Regulatory Affairs and  
Transportation Services 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
1250 West Century Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58503 
Telephone: (701) 530-1563 
 

  





WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 

Response to FERC’s December 11, 2023 Informal Request for  
Supplemental Information to Implementation Plan 

 

 

Request 1: 

What crossing methodology will be used of orib002p(pond) at milepost 35?  
 
Response to Request 1:  

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI Energy) preferred crossing methodology for orib002p is 
the open cut method.  This is the crossing method WBI Energy indicated will be used in its 
application to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.  WBI Energy will only consider using the guided 
bore method if there is a significant amount of standing water present in this waterbody during 
construction.  If the guided bore method will be utilized, WBI Energy would notify the FERC 
project manager and submit a variance, if necessary. 

 

 

  



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 

Response to FERC’s December 11, 2023 Informal Request for  
Supplemental Information to Implementation Plan 

 

 

Request 2: 

The concurrences from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) do not have supporting 
information that was submitted to the FWS for their review.  Please provide this information.   
 
Additionally, neither letter is signed.  Are there signed versions of each letter?  
 

Response to Request 2:  

The requested supporting information, which was submitted to and reviewed by the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service (USFWS), is attached (see Attachment 1).  Signed copies of the USFWS 
responses are included as part of this attachment. 

Attachment: 

Attachment 1 – Implementation Plan Attachment 11-2 Supplement. 

  



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 

Response to FERC’s December 11, 2023 Informal Request for  
Supplemental Information to Implementation Plan 

 

 

Request 3: 

Provide the date of landowner concurrence for each of the variances/modifications.  
 

Response to Request 3: 

A revised Table 5-1 is provided in Attachment 2.  Dates of the approval by the landowners have 
been added. 

Attachment: 

Attachment 2 – Updated Table 5-1 Summary of the Proposed Project Modifications. 

  



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 

Response to FERC’s December 11, 2023 Informal Request for  
Supplemental Information to Implementation Plan 

 

 

Request 4: 

In the Hazard Determinations for MDU-Kindred Station (Attachment 11-2), the letter states that 
the determination expires on 2/24/2024 unless extended, revised or terminated by the issuing 
office, and that the determination may be eligible for one extension of the effective period.   
 
Indicate WBI’s plans for extending this determination.  
 

Response to Request 4:  

WBI Energy intends to renew/extend the FAA Hazard Determination in early 2024.  To ensure 
that the renewed Hazard Determination has the maximum permit coverage from the date of 
extension, WBI Energy anticipates submitting the renewal request on or about 15 days prior to the 
expiration. 

  



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Docket No. CP22-466-000 

Response to FERC’s December 11, 2023 Informal Request for  
Supplemental Information to Implementation Plan 

 

 

Request 5: 

Provide the correspondence to and from the National Park Service concerning their “no 
objection” to the route variation from MP 54.4 to 57.0, with regard to the North Country 
National Scenic Trail.  
 

Response to Request 5:  

In the Implementation Plan’s Table 5-1 of Attachment 5-1, WBI Energy inadvertently 
misidentified the milepost location of the route variation pertaining to the National Park Service’s 
(NPS) “no objection” response.  Specifically, it was listed in the “Environmental Sensitive” 
column of the modification table as pertaining to a reroute between Milepost 54.4 and 57.0.  It has 
been corrected in the updated table under the reroute between Milepost 34.7 and 36.2 (see 
Attachment 2).  The NPS and North Country National Scenic Trail correspondence are provided 
in Attachment 1. 

Attachment: 

Attachment 1 – Implementation Plan Attachment 11-2 Supplement.  

Attachment 2 – Updated Table 5-1 Summary of the Proposed Project Modifications. 
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September 5, 2023 

Jessica Johnson 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 

3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project: Minor Route Adjustments 

  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

Dear Ms. Johnson, 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 

Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 

Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.2 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 

gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a 

new delivery station at Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the 

Mapleton Compressor Station and two new delivery stations will be added at Kindred and Wahpeton, 

North Dakota. The modifications to the existing Mapleton Compressor Station will entail adding about 100 

feet of new pipe and additional valves. 

This letter is to inform you of minor Project route adjustments since the May 27, 2022, filing of the Project 

Determination Letter (Letter) and supplemental consultation letter provided on November 17th, 2022, for 

the Wild Rice River Route Alternative, which sought U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) technical assistance, 

written concurrence, or comments otherwise, with the effects determinations for those federally listed 

species discussed in the letters. Attachment A includes the Letter as submitted on May 27, 2022, and 

supplemental consultation letter provided on November 17th, 2022. A summary of WBI Energy 

submissions and USFWS responses include the following: 

▪ May 27, 2022 – WBI Energy submits Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 21, 2022 – Ms. Johnson requested Resource Report 1 appendices as referenced in the 

Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 23, 2022 – On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the requested (Resource Report 1 

appendices as well as Project shapefile and KMZ) to Ms. Johnson and Mr. Seth Jones (USFWS); 

and 

▪ July 1, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission of the 

USFWS concurrence letter for the Project. 

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359-7200 

www.wbienergy.com 
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▪ November 17, 2022– On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the supplemental consultation 

letter. 

▪ December 15, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission 

of the USFWS concurrence letter for the supplemental consultation for the Project. 

USFWS, WBI Energy, and ERM correspondence, including the USFWS letters of concurrence are 

provided in Attachment B. 

REROUTE INFORMATION 

WBI Energy, upon continued coordination/communication with landowners has identified alternatives to 

the Project route to avoid crossing portions of agricultural lands/drain tiles per the landowners’ requests. 

These alternatives have now been adopted as reroutes and are listed below: 

The three reroutes are: 

• Milepost 26.7 to 27.2 Reroute. 

• Milepost 34.7 to 36.2 Reroute. 

• Milepost 54.4 to 57.0 Reroute. 

The overview map, located in Attachment C as Figure 1.1-1 with additional maps showing the three 

reroutes, shows the updated proposed pipeline route and locations of the Project facilities. 

This letter provides an update on minor changes in the project route, an updated species list of 

threatened and endangered species, and provides an updated determination key for the northern long-

eared bat (NLEB). 

SPECIES LIST AND EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

On August 21, 2023, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 

Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 

potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 

D) that identified four threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, two insects, 

and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 

◼ Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Endangered 

◼ Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 

◼ Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 

◼ Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate 

Note that the official species list provided with the Letter submitted in May 2022, included the endangered 

poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiekI), and the updated official species list does not include this 

species. 

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. ERM did 

not identify any additional designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North 

Dakota through review of the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. ERM 

on behalf of WBI Energy completed an updated IPaC consistency letter and NLEB determination key on 

August 21,2023 for the Project (Attachment E). 

The three reroutes present minor route adjustments, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat 

(approximately 92 percent of the Project area remains agriculture) for federally listed species within and 
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immediately adjacent to the Project area and a very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 

acres); therefore, based on additional analysis of the Project and the minor route adjustments, WBI 

Energy has determined that the species’ effects determinations for NLEB have not changed from what 

was previously documented in the May 27, 2022 Project Determination Letter and November 17, 2022 

subsequent supplemental consultation letter submittals. The IPaC consistency letter for August 21, 2023 

(Attachment E) returned a No Effect determination for Dakota skipper and Western prairie fringed orchid 

and no further consultation/coordination is required for these species. 

Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 

described above and provides the effects determination. 

Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity. a 

Common Name 
Scientific name 

Federal 
Status 

Suitable 
Habitat 

Within the 
Project 

Vicinity? 

May 27, 2022 
Determination 

November 17, 2022 
Determination 

August 21, 2023 
Determination 

of Effect 

Mammal 

Northern long-eared 
bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 

Endangered Yes 
NLAA 

(as threatened) 
NLAA 

(as threatened) 
NLAA 

Insects 

Dakota skipper 
Hesperia dacotae 

Threatened No NLAA NLAA NE 

Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 

Candidate Yes N/A b N/A b N/A b 

Flowering Plant 

Western prairie 
fringed orchid 
Platanthera praeclara 

Threatened No NLAA NLAA NE 

Notes: 

NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect. 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 

is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 

Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 

listed species that are documented in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 

that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 

assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this update in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 

Based on the above analysis of these three minor route adjustments, there is lack of suitable habitat for 

federally listed species within and immediately adjacent to the Project area and due to the very small 

amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres), we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely 
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to adversely affect the NLEB; no effect for the Dakota skipper and Western prairie fringed orchid; and 

Project impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not 

expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to 

affect golden or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and 

concurrence with our comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species 

discussed in this letter. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 

James Kowalsky of ERM at james.kowalsky@erm.com. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Linn 

Environmental Affairs 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

 

Enclosures: Attachment A: Project Determination Letters 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence and Concurrence Letters 

Attachment C: Project Overview and Reroute Maps  

Attachment D: IPaC Official Species List 

Attachment E: IPaC Consistency Letter and NLEB Determination Key 

cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Chris Schmidt, ERM 

mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com


Attachment A

USFWS Determination Letter 



 
 

 

 

 

May 27, 2022 

 

Jerry Reinisch 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 

3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 

  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

 

Dear Mr. Reinisch: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 

Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 

Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 

gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 

Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 

North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 

MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 

settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The Project 

overview map, located in Attachment A as Figure 1.1-1, shows the proposed pipeline route and locations 

of the Project facilities. Additional information, including specifics on the location and description of 

facilities, land requirements, and construction and restoration procedures, on the proposed Project is 

located in Attachment A.  

This Project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic feet of natural gas per day 

to help meet growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 

(MDU) a local distribution company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this Project to fulfill MDU’s 

need for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply at Wahpeton, North Dakota, and to extend natural 

gas service to the community of Kindred, North Dakota, for the first time, which has been requested by 

city officials and residents. 

The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) under 7(c) of the Natural 

Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal 

authorizations and complying with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 

projects subject to its jurisdiction. As such, FERC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). FERC’s 

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359‐7200 

www.wbienergy.com 
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regulations at 18 Code of Federal Regulations 380.13 designate the project sponsor as FERC’s non-

federal representative for informal Section 7 ESA consultation. In accordance with FERC guidelines, WBI 

Energy will provide the results of this consultation to FERC and notify FERC if any federally listed species 

or designated critical habitat may be affected by the Project. 

WBI Energy has retained ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) to assist with the environmental review and permitting 

for the Project. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 

Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 

listed species that are discussed in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 

that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 

assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

On September 13, 2021, on behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted a Project introduction letter to the 

USFWS, and requested review and comment on the consultation required for the Project. On February 2, 

2022, during the scoping period, the USFWS submitted a letter on the FERC docket in response to the 

proposed Project. This is included in the USFWS agency correspondence found in Attachment B. 

SPECIES LIST AND DATA REQUESTS 

On May 27, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 

Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 

potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 

C) that identified five threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, three insects, 

and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 

 Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered) 

 Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 

 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate  

 Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek): Endangered 

 Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. North 

Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13, which are the closest Dakota skipper designated critical habitat 

to the Project, are located in Richland and Ransom counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and 

southwest of the Project area. Additionally, North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the 

closest Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat to the Project, are located in Richland County 

approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area. ERM did not identify any additional 

designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North Dakota through review of 

the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 

In addition to USFWS communications, on October 11, 2021, ERM requested natural heritage data from 

the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD). Data were received on December 17, 

2021. On January 27, 2022, ERM requested bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting data from the 

North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD). Data were received on March 3, 2022.  

SPECIES EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 

described above and provides the effects determination further described in this letter. ERM has 
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evaluated the potential effects for each species by reviewing historical and present occurrences, 

availability of potential habitat within the Project area, the species’ natural history, and results of desktop 

and field-based habitat assessments. The assessment also utilized natural heritage information from the 

NDPRD Natural Heritage Inventory, NDGFD and USFWS species profiles, USFWS listing and recovery 

plan data; and prior correspondence with the USFWS (Attachment B). 

The northern long-eared bat (NLEB) is currently listed as a threatened species; however, on March 23, 

2022, the USFWS proposed to reclassify the species as endangered. If this proposed rule is finalized 

(expected November 2022), the species would become endangered and the 4(d) rule would no longer be 

applicable. The Project schedule means that impacts to NLEB are possible after this status change. For 

the purposes of the analysis below, potential impacts under current regulations are discussed, with 

additional information provided to support future review. The USFWS is expected to publish additional 

guidance and review tools closer to the finalization of this status change. 

Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity a  

Common Name 

Scientific name 
Federal Status Suitable Habitat Within 

the Project Vicinity? 
Determination of Effect  

Mammal 

Northern long-eared bat 

Myotis septentrionalis 

Threatened 

(Proposed 
Endangered) 

Yes NLAA 

Insects 

Dakota skipper 

Hesperia dacotae 

Threatened No NLAA 

Monarch Butterfly 

Danaus plexippus 

Candidate Yes N/A b 

Poweshiek skipperling 

Oarisma powshiek 

Endangered No NE 

Flowering Plant 

Western prairie fringed orchid 

Platanthera praeclara 
Threatened No NLAA 

Notes: 

NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 

is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 

Northern Long-eared Bat 

Current Status 

The NLEB is listed as threatened under the ESA with a 4(d) rule. Section 4(d) of the ESA allows the 

USFWS to establish prohibitions or exceptions to prohibitions for threatened species, which do not 

automatically have the same protections as endangered species. The finalized 4(d) rule for the NLEB 

allows incidental take of bats in populations outside of the counties or districts where white-nose 

syndrome is known to be present (81 Federal Register [FR] 1900). The 4(d) rule applies to the entire 
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state of North Dakota. Under the final 4(d) rule, incidental take outside of hibernacula that results from 

tree removal is only prohibited when it (1) occurs within 0.25 mile (0.4 kilometer) of known NLEB 

hibernacula; or (2) cuts or destroys known occupied maternity roost trees, or any other trees within a 

150-foot (45-meter) radius from the known occupied maternity trees, during the pup season (June 1 

through July 31).  

The USFWS is currently undergoing a review of the federal listing for the NLEB, and this species is 

proposed to be listed as endangered in November 2022. If the species is listed as endangered, the 4(d) 

rule will no longer be applicable. The USFWS anticipates publishing additional guidance for the species 

closer to the final rule publication. Although WBI Energy cannot anticipate the details of this guidance, it is 

likely that projects outside of occupied habitats with limited tree felling will have little impact to this 

species. 

The NLEB is very susceptible to white-nose syndrome, which has led to significant losses and caused a 

population concern range wide. Other sources of mortality for the NLEB include impacts to winter 

hibernation areas, loss or degradation of summer habitats, and wind farm operations.1 No critical habitat 

has been designated for this species in or near the Project area.  

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The NLEB ranges across the eastern and north-central United States and all Canadian provinces west to 

the southern Yukon Territory and eastern British Columbia (78 FR 61046). NLEBs are considered 

common in only small portions of the western part of its range (i.e., Black Hills of South Dakota) and are 

uncommon or rare in the western extremes of the range (78 FR 61046). During winter, NLEBs hibernate 

in large caves and mines that have large passages and entrances, constant temperatures, and high 

humidity with no air currents. Estimated NLEB hibernation season in North Dakota is from October 1 

through May 15.2 

Across their range, migration between winter hibernacula and summer habitat occurs from mid-March to 

mid-May with bats returning to hibernacula from mid-August to mid-October. In the summer, NLEBs roost 

underneath bark, in cavities, and in crevices of live and dead trees that either retain their bark or provide 

suitable cavities or crevices. NLEBs are opportunistic in their selection of tree species used for roosting, 

and have been documented using numerous tree species, utilizing both crevices and bark of trees as well 

as a range of stem diameters and heights. In Minnesota, common roost tree species have been 

documented and include aspen (Populus spp.), oak (Quercus spp.), and maple (Acer spp.).3 

In North Dakota, NLEBs summer maternity season is typically from April 1 through September 30. 

Breeding occurs in late July in northern regions and females store sperm until spring (78 FR 61046). 

Maternity colonies form in the summer months where females give birth to a single bat (pup). Most bats 

within a colony give birth around the same time, from late May or early June to late July, where maternity 

colonies containing females and young typically have 30 to 60 bats at the beginning of the summer.1 

 
1  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-

bat-myotis-septentrionalis. Accessed March 2022. 

2  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation. 2017. Northern Long-Eared Bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) Species Guidance. PUB ER-700. Available online: https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/er/ER0700.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 

3  Swingen, M., R. Moen, M. Walker, R. Baker, G. Nordquist, T. Catton, K. Kirschbaum, B. Dirks, and N. Dietz. 2018. Northern 

long-eared bat Roost Tree Characteristics 2015-2017. Natural Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth. 
Regents of the University of Minnesota. Technical Report NRRI/TR-2018/41. Available online: 
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/204334/NRRI-TR-2018-41.pdf?sequence=1. Accessed: February 2022. 
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This species has only been identified in a few locations in North Dakota, which include forested habitat in 

the Turtle Mountains, and the riparian corridors of the Little Missouri and Missouri rivers.4 Of these known 

occurrences, the nearest documented NLEB to the Project area is greater than 180 miles away in the 

Missouri River Valley. In addition to the Missouri River Valley and the Badlands of western North Dakota, 

Gillam et al. (2015)5 document one observation of the NLEB in Fort Buford, McKenzie County, and in the 

Little Missouri National Grassland, which is located in parts of McKenzie, Billings, Slope, and Golden 

Valley counties. Minnesota records for NLEB are from the north-central and eastern half of the state, 

including Becker County, Minnesota, located approximately 40 miles east/northeast of the Project area.5,6 

Dominant vegetation types crossed by the Project consist of agricultural grain and row crops. Less than 

1 percent of the Project area is classified as forested land, and there are no large, contiguous forested 

habitats within the Project vicinity. Therefore, highly suitable NLEB habitat is not present within the 

Project area. There are no known NLEB hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the proposed 

Project (78 FR 61046),7 and no caves or mines are present within the Project area that would provide 

suitable winter habitat. 

Effects Analysis 

The Project site is within the probable range of NLEB; however, no documented occurrences of the 

species have been recorded in Cass or Richland counties, North Dakota.5 Construction of the Project is 

anticipated to occur from spring to late fall of 2024, which overlaps the active and breeding season of the 

NLEB. Less than 1 percent of the Project footprint consists of forested areas. Once construction is 

complete, approximately 1.1 acre of forested land will be retained as open land within the new permanent 

right-of-way. No forested lands are located within the aboveground facilities, contractor yards, access 

roads, or valve site locations. WBI Energy has implemented measures (e.g., avoidance of wooded areas 

to the extent possible when developing the proposed pipeline route; proposing use of the guided bore 

crossing method at select feature crossings; and reducing workspaces at contractor yards) to avoid and 

minimize impacts on vegetation including forested lands. Small patches of trees are present along 

riparian corridors, windrows, and shelterbelts, which could provide potentially suitable roosting trees. 

However, there are no large forested habitats in the vicinity of the proposed Project, and suitable habitat 

is very limited. In addition, there are no known hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the 

proposed Project. Therefore, the Project is not anticipated to have any direct or indirect impacts on the 

NLEB.  

Determination 

Due to the overall lack of suitable habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, in addition 

to no known presence of the species within Cass and Richland counties, the Project may affect, but is not 

likely to adversely affect, the NLEB. Until the USFWS review is complete, the NLEB is listed as 

“threatened” and the 4(d) rule still applies; therefore, WBI Energy completed an IPaC determination key 

for the Project (Attachment D), based on that submission the USFWS determined the activities related to 

the Project are consistent with those analyzed in the USFWS’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological 

Opinion. Given the small amount of tree clearing that will occur, and the lack of documented occurrences 

 
4  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Northern Long-eared Bat. Available online: 

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id/bats/northern-long-eared. Accessed March 2022. 

5  Gillam, E., J.J. Nelson, and P. Barnhart. 2015. North Dakota State Bat Management Plan. North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nd-state-bat-management-plan.pdf. Accessed 
April 2022. 

6  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis: Northern Long-eared Bat. Rare Species Guide. 

Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150. 
Accessed April 2022. 

7  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
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of NLEB in the Project area, the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB. Any 

impacts to NLEB would fall under the final 4(d) rule, and would not be prohibited.  

If the proposed rule to list the species is finalized, the Project will reengage with USFWS as required to 

reassess impacts. However, based on the very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres) 

and the distance to known occupied habitats (over 50 miles), it is likely that a determination of may affect, 
but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB will still be applicable. 

Dakota Skipper 

Current Status  

The Dakota skipper (DASK) was listed as threatened under the ESA in 2014. Critical habitat for DASK 

has been designated in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota (80 FR 59248). Main threats to 

DASK and its habitat include cattle grazing, haying, lack of habitat management, pesticide use, flooding, 

habitat fragmentation, isolation of populations, and prairie conversion.8 Other risks relate to climate 

change, including catastrophic drought.9 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

Within the United States, DASK has been extirpated from Illinois and Iowa, and are now only present in 

scattered isolated sites in western Minnesota, northeastern South Dakota, and the northern half of North 

Dakota.10 The Project area is within the DASK’s historical range and the species was historically 

documented within Richland County. These historical locations of known DASK observations within 

Richland County were concentrated within the northwestern and southcentral townships of the County. 

There are no recent records of the DASK in the Project area and it is now considered extirpated in 

Richland County. 

DASK inhabit two types of prairie habitat; low wet-mesic prairie with little topographic relief that occurs on 

near-shore glacial lake deposits (Type A) and dry-mesic mixed-grass prairie dominated by mixed 

bluestem (Andropogon spp.) and green needlegrasses (Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth) occurring 

primarily on rolling terrain over gravelly glacial moraine deposits (Type B).10 Both habitat types contain an 

abundance of flowering plants and alkaline soils. In dry mixed-grass prairie, DASK can be found along 

ridges and hillsides.11 

DASK complete one generation per year.11 The larvae overwinter at or below ground level. During the 

spring, the larvae emerge to complete their development. The larvae eventually pupate in June.12 Adults 

generally emerge in mid-June to early July and mate during a 2- to 4-week flight period.11, 12 Peak flight 

times occur within a span of about 10 days in early July each year.9 Females lay eggs on a range of 

broadleaf plants and grasses,12 which hatch after incubating for 7 to 20 days.11 Little bluestem 

(Schizachyrium scoparium) is often selected for both egg laying and as a food source for larvae.12 Nectar 

 
8  Selby, G. 2006. Effects of Grazing on the Dakota Skipper Butterfly; Prairie Butterfly Status Surveys 2003-2005. Final Report. 

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Available online: 
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/2006/2006_selby.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

9  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae), Report on the Species Status Assessment, Version 2 
- September 2018. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/155865. Accessed: March 2022. 

10  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2016. Dakota Skipper Conservation Guidelines. 

11  Cochrane, J. F., and P. Delphey. 2002. Status Assessment and Conservation Guidelines: Dakota skipper: Hesperia dacotae 
(Skinner), (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae): Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Manitoba. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/4020?Reference=4171. Accessed March 2022. 

12  Vaughan, D. M., and M. D. Shepherd. 2005. Species Profile: Hesperia dacotae. In Shepherd, M. D., D. M. Vaughan, and S. H. 

Black (Eds), Red List of Pollinator Insects of North America. CD-ROM Version 1 (May 2005). Portland, OR: The Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation. Available online: https://xerces.org/endangered-species/species-profiles/at-risk-butterflies-
moths/dakota-skipper. Accessed: January 2022. 
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sources for adults vary regionally and include purple coneflower (Echinacea sp.), blanketflowers 

(Gaillardia sp.), black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia sp.), and evening primrose (Calylophus serrulatus).11, 12 

The best available information for the presence of the DASK comes from the Population Distribution and 
Occupancy Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672) documenting species presence, species 

surveys by Royer et al. (2014),13 and from the USFWS DASK North Dakota Survey Protocol.14 The 

closest documented population to the Project area includes one site within the Sheyenne National 

Grassland complex in Ransom County; however, the status of DASK at this site is currently unknown, 

since the species was not observed during subsequent surveys. In addition, the Federal Register (79 FR 

63672) states that DASK habitat in the Sheyenne National Grassland complex have experienced 

intensive grazing, leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) invasions, and extensive herbicide use leading to 

habitat modifications and resulting in the extirpation of DASK from previously known sites. 11,15 Historical 

records of DASK have also been recorded southwest of the Project area (greater than 2 miles southwest 

of milepost 25.7) within suitable grassland habitat16; however, the Project area does not contain suitable 

DASK habitat but is largely composed of agricultural land, which comprises approximately 92 percent of 

the vegetation resources within the Project area.17 

There is no critical habitat for the species within 20 miles of the Project Area. There is one critical habitat 

site in Richland County and two critical habitat sites in Ransom County (80 FR 59248). Critical Habitat 

Unit 4, which is the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, is located in Clay County more than 20 miles from 

the Project area. North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13 are located in Richland and Ransom 

counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and southwest of the Project area, respectively.  

WBI Energy consulted with the NDPRD regarding ecological communities through the Natural Heritage 

Program and was provided a list of ecological communities within 1 mile of the Project. For the majority of 

these ecological communities, the last observations date back to the late 1990s, but consisted of the 

following: wet-mesic tallgrass prairie, wet prairie, northern reedgrass wet meadow, sand mixed-grass 

prairie, and dry-mesic tallgrass prairie. These communities are located near the Project area at mileposts 

34 to 37.  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

In the USFWS Dakota Skipper North Dakota Survey Protocol,14 suitable habitat for the DASK is defined 

as native prairies containing native grasses and diverse forbs. Croplands, non-native haylands, pastures, 

shrublands, forests, or other grasslands dominated by non-native plant species are typically not 

considered suitable for DASK. Following this guidance, suitable habitat for DASK was not documented 

within the Project area. 

DASK are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project area including 

cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 

dominated by non-native species. Overall, there is a strong correlation between DASK occurrences and 

the dominance of native grasses in habitat, which indicates that populations of DASK and their 

 
13  Royer, R.A., M.R. Royer, and E.A. Royer. 2014. Dakota Skipper Field Survey and Habitat Assessment at 12 North Dakota 

Sites during the 2014 season. Minot: Minot State University. 

14  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. 2018 Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) North Dakota Survey Protocol. Available online: 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd639206.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 

15  Delphey, P., E. Runquist, C. Nordmeyer. 2017. Plan for the Controlled Propagation, Augmentation, and Reintroduction of 
Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae). Available online: 
https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2014/finals/2014_05j1_DakotaSkipper_report.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 

16  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Personal communication (electronic correspondence) between USFWS (J. Reinisch) and 

ERM (L. Rodman-Jaramillo) January 19, 2022. 
17  WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Wahpeton Expansion Project Draft Resource Report 3. Draft Resource Report 3 was filed with 

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on March 3, 2022. 
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persistence require native grasses for survival.9 For example, Davis (2020)18 documented that pastures 

dominated by smooth brome (Bromus inermis) provide poor habitat for DASK larvae as the widely spaced 

stems are unsuitable for their shelter-building behavior. Additionally, Nordmeyer et al. (2021)19 observed 

negative effects on DASK larvae growth and survival resulting from foraging on invasive grass species, 

including smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass. Smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass were 

documented during the 2021 habitat assessment as typical species observed within the agricultural and 

grassland areas of the Project area. In addition, DASK are unlikely to use the Project area during 

dispersal as they are not known to disperse widely. DASK have a mean mobility of 3.5 (standard 

deviation = 0.7) on a scale of 0 (sedentary) to 10 (highly mobile).20, 21 Delphey et al. (2017)15 document a 

mark-recapture study where adult DASK movements were less than 984 feet (300 meters) over 3 to 

7 days, and marked adults crossed less than 656 feet (200 meters) of unsuitable habitat between two 

prairie patches, and they typically moved along ridges than across valleys. Delphey et al. (2017)15 

suggested that DASK dispersal is limited in part to their short life span and single annual flight. As a 

result, DASK extirpation from a site is likely permanent unless it is within about 0.62 mile of a site that 

generates a sufficient number of emigrants, or the species is reintroduced to a site (79 FR 63672).21 

As documented in the North Dakota summary section within the Population Distribution and Occupancy 
Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672), “although only a small fraction of all grassland in 
North Dakota has been surveyed for Dakota skippers, a significant proportion of the un-surveyed area is 
likely not suitable for Dakota skipper.” Additionally, “surveys for the Dakota skipper are typically 
conducted only in areas where floristic characteristics are indicative of their presence. New potential sites 
surveyed are generally focused on prairie habitat that appears suitable for the species and has a good 
potential of hosting the species…”  

Effects Analysis 

While DASK are not specifically known to occur within the Project area, they may be present within 

suitable habitat located outside of the Project area during the annual flight period. Outside of the flight 

period, DASK eggs and larvae would be restricted to reproductive habitats, which include native 

grassland comprising diverse forbs and bunchgrasses,14 which are not known to occur within the Project 

area. Adult DASK are generally believed to avoid areas of active disturbance21; however, they can 

traverse areas of disturbance or be driven by wind into disturbed areas. As described above, DASK are 

not known to disperse widely and have relatively low mobility15; therefore, we do not expect DASK 

dispersal within the Project area.  

The Project would involve disturbances related to the physical presence of people, development 

activities, and moving vehicles and equipment within the Project area, which may be visually or physically 

disruptive to DASK.21 There is no evidence suggesting that acoustics from the construction and operation 

of the Project would elicit a disruptive (positive or negative) behavioral response or injurious physiological 

impairment to adults or larvae of the species.21 Human presence is expected to have no effect to the egg 

or larval stages, but adult DASK could be consistently disturbed during the adult flight period. The 

 
18  Davis, K.A. 2020. The Status of Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae Skinner) in Eastern South Dakota and the Effects of Land 

Management. Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 3914. South Dakota State University. Available online: 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/3914/. Accessed March 2022. 

19  Nordmeyer, C.S., E. Runquist, and S. Stapleton. 2021. “Invasive grass negatively affects growth and survival of an imperiled 

butterfly.” Endangered Species Research 45:301–314. 

20  Burke, R., J. Fitzsimmons, and J. Kerr. 2011. “A mobility index for Canadian butterfly species based on naturalists’ knowledge.” 

Biodiversity and Conservation 20:2273–2295. 

21  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2017. Draft Final Biological Opinion on the effects to the Dakota skipper from the Antelope 
Master Development Plan: the proposed construction and operation of 49 oil and gas wells on 9 well pads in McKenzie County, 
North Dakota. USFWS Reference # 2017-F-0081. Available online:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nfs/11558/www/nepa/104208_FSPLT3_4274833.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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disturbance could cause individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of 

adults. These direct and indirect effects on DASK are those with the potential to occur if the Project area 

contained suitable DASK habitat and species’ presence; however, we do not expect these effects on 

DASK for the proposed Project.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 

forbs that are food sources for DASK.21 Noxious weeds were observed concurrently with wetland and 

waterbody surveys and were not timed to coincide with any specific morphological state. Weed species 

identified during surveys were limited to one species—Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). Weed control 

measures, including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative 

measures (e.g., flagging existing noxious weed infestations, cleaning equipment, segregating topsoil; and 

implementing reclamation following FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance 
Plan [FERC Plan]22 and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures [FERC 

Procedures]),23 and implementing treatment methods will be incorporated into the Project to reduce the 

threat of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 

After soil is cleared in disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the right-of-way and additional 

temporary workspace (ATWS) in accordance with the FERC Plan, revegetation efforts would include 

using seed mixes approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), or landowners, and 

would provide habitat for the DASK while reducing habitat fragmentation along the Project alignment. 

Based on recommendations provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes designed 

for reseeding land in accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.24 Table 2 provides the NRCS-approved seed mixes for 

lands crossed by the Project. In addition to those species listed in Table 2, the NRCS also suggested 

adding 10 pounds of oats per acre to serve as a companion or nurse crop, which would reduce erosion 

and weed competition.  

Table 2: Proposed Upland Seed Mixes for Lands Crossed by the Project 

Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 

North Dakota Department of Transportation Mix 

Western wheatgrass 

Pascopyrum smithii (Rydb.) A. Love 

9.6 20 

Switchgrass 

Panicum virgatum L 

1.6 20 

Green needlegrass 

Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth 

3.6 20 

Canada wild-rye 

Elymus canadensis 
5.2 20 

 
22  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan. Available online: 

https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/upland-erosion-control-revegetation-maintenance-plan.pdf. Accessed March 
2022.  

23  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. Available 

online: https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/wetland-waterbody-construction-mitigation-procedures.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 

24  North Dakota Department of Transportation. 2020. Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. Available online: 

https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/environmental/docs/supspecs/2020%20Standard%20Specifications%20for%20Road%20and
%20Bridge%20Construction.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 

Slender wheatgrass 

Elymus trachycaulus 
5.0 20 

Total 25.0 100 

Note: Lbs/Acre = pounds per acre; PLS = pure live seed 

Determination 

Due to the overall lack of suitable DASK habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, as 

well as the species’ poor dispersal abilities, and the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures 

(e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), the Project may affect, but is 
not likely to adversely affect, DASK or its habitat. 

Poweshiek Skipperling 

Current Status 

Poweshiek skipperling is listed as endangered under the ESA. Critical habitat for the Poweshiek 

skipperling occurs in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin (80 FR 

59248). North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the closest critical habitat to the Project, 

are located in Richland County approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area, 

respectively. Critical Habitat Units 4, 18, and 11, which are the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, are 

located in Clay and Wilkin counties more than 20 miles from the Project. Similar to the threats identified 

for DASK, main threats to Poweshiek skipperling and its habitat include cattle grazing, habitat loss, 

habitat fragmentation and isolation of populations, and periods of prolonged drought.25, 26 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The Project area is within the Poweshiek skipperling’s historical range. There are historical records from 

16 sites in seven of North Dakota’s counties, including Cass and Richland counties, for this species. The 

most recent observation of Poweshiek skipperling within its historical range in North Dakota was in 

2001.26 The NDGFD document that this species is rare and believed to be extirpated in North Dakota and 

the USFWS document that Poweshiek skipperling may have been extirpated from the Dakotas, 

Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years.27 The USFWS designated critical habitat for the Poweshiek 

skipperling is located in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin. There is 

no designated critical habitat within 20 miles of the Project area.  

Historically, the Poweshiek skipperling was distributed throughout tallgrass and mixed-grass prairie 

habitats of Illinois and Iowa in the south, to Michigan in the east, North Dakota and South Dakota in the 

west, and southern Manitoba in the north.28 The Poweshiek skipperling has undergone rangewide 

declines in number of individuals and the location of populations and may have been extirpated from the 

 
25  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Oarisma poweshiek: Poweshiek Skipperling. Rare Species Guide. 

Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IILEP57010. Accessed: 
March 2022. 

26  Selby, G. 2010. Status assessment update (2010): Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek (Parker)) (Lepidoptera: 
Hesperiidae). Prepared for Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Bloomington, 
MN. 29 p. 

27  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. No Date. Oarisma poweshiek. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/poweshiek-

skipperling-oarisma-poweshiek. Accessed: March 2022. 

28  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Draft Recovery Plan for the Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek). Available 

online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/POSK%20Draft%20Recovery%20Plan_06152021_508%20compliant.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 
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Dakotas, Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years. Poweshiek skipperling populations are now known 

only from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Manitoba.29, 30 

Poweshiek skipperling inhabit remnant prairie habitats including prairie fens, grassy lake and stream 

margins, moist meadows, sedge meadows, and wet-to-dry prairies with hillsides. Primary habitat plant 

species for Poweshiek skipperling include bluestem and purple coneflower.28  

Poweshiek skipperling complete one generation per year, including a single flight period lasting 2 to 4 

weeks. Adult Poweshiek skipperling emerge from mid-June to early July when they rely on high-quality 

nectar from flowers for feeding and a source of healthy and abundant host plants for egg laying.31 Nectar 

plants vary geographically; nectar sources documented in North Dakota include smooth ox-eye (Heliopsis 

helianthoides) and purple coneflower.32 Plant sources for egg laying and larval food include prairie 

dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis), little bluestem, sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and sedges 

(Carex spp.). Poweshiek skipperling overwinter as larvae above ground dependent on blades and/or 

stems of host plants; therefore, this species also requires suitable microclimate conditions for shelter 

during winter.28 WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in 

the fall of 2021. Suitable habitat for Poweshiek skipperling was not documented within the Project area; 

however, there is historically documented potential habitat outside of the Project area. Poweshiek 

skipperling are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project including 

cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 

dominated by non-native species.31  

Determination 

Due to the lack of suitable habitat and the likelihood that this species has been extirpated from the 

state,27 WBI Energy has determined that the Project will have no effect on Poweshiek skipperling. Due to 

the distance between the Project and designated critical habitat, the Project is not anticipated to have an 

effect on Poweshiek skipperling critical habitat. 

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

Current Status 

The western prairie fringed orchid (WPFO) is listed as threatened under the ESA. Identified threats to the 

WPFO throughout its range include woody encroachment, invasive plant species, siltation, erosion, 

altered fire regimes, land use/management changes (e.g., conversion of remnant prairie to cropland), and 

the use of herbicides and insecticides.33  

 
29  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System. Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 

poweshiek). Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161. Accessed March 2022. 

30  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 

31  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) Species Needs Assessment. Bloomington, 

MN. Available online: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/Poweshiek%20Skipperling%20Species%20Needs%20Assessment_508%20compliant
.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

32  Swengel, A. B., and S. R. Swengel. 1999. “Observations of prairie skippers (Oarisma poweshiek, Hesperia dacotae, H. ottoe, 

H. leonardus pawnee, and Atrytone arogos iowa) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) in Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota during 
1988-1997.” The Great Lakes Entomologist 32:267–292. 

33  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2009. Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 5-Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. Bloomington, 

MN. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/five_year_review/doc2412.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The WPFO is found in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and North Dakota. In North Dakota, 

the WPFO distribution is confined to Richland and Ransom counties. The USFWS 2020 5-year review on 

the WPFO indicates that since 200933 there has been one new population discovered, and nine 

populations are now considered extirpated (primarily concentrated within the Sheyenne National 

Grassland) by the North Dakota Natural Heritage Program, as no orchids have been observed since 1995 

or the habitat is no longer suitable.33 The Sheyenne National Grassland is located more than 8 miles 

west/southwest of the Project area. Natural heritage data provided by the NDPRD documented one 

historical record (observation greater than 35 years ago) of the WPFO within 1 mile of the Project area to 

the east of milepost 30.4. The Project area is within the WPFO historical range. Based on USFWS 5-year 

species review, the WPFO has not been regularly surveyed outside of the Sheyenne National Grassland 

in North Dakota since the 1990s. 

This species is found almost exclusively in remnant native plant communities.34 In North Dakota, the 

WPFO most frequently occurs in sedge meadow communities on the Glacial Sheyenne Delta as well as 

the tallgrass prairie community classified as the Midland Grassland habitat type.35 Associated plant 

species include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) and little bluestem, several sedge species, 

switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and prairie sandreed (Calamovilfa longifolia).36 WPFO habitat conditions 

vary across its geographic range; however, one common factor thought to influence the growth of this 

species is groundwater depth. In southeastern North Dakota, preferred habitat for the species includes 

northern wet prairie, northern mesic prairie, and prairie wet meadows. The populations of WPFO found 

within the Sheyenne National Grassland are located in sedge meadows associated with lowland 

depressions, called swales.37 

The WPFO relies on its relationship with mycorrhizal soil fungi for seed germination and seedling 

development. This species has been documented emerging as early as late-March in southwestern 

Minnesota and senescence generally occurs in late September or earlier if the soil moisture is abnormally 

low. Peak flowering typically occurs from early to mid-July. The WPFO is also reliant on sphinx moth 

populations for seed production.34  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

The WPFO was not documented during the field surveys; however, surveys were not conducted during 

the peak blooming season for this species. Suitable habitat for the WPFO such as prairie and sedge 

meadows and associated native prairie plant species (e.g., big and little bluestem, sedges, switchgrass, 

and prairie sandreed) were not observed in the Project area. The WPFO is not likely to be present in the 

dominant vegetation found within the Project area—including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, 

non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  

As indicated on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (MNDNR) site,34 conservation efforts for 

the WPFO should be directed toward protecting “high quality, intact, native habitat,” which further indicate 

the specialized habitat that the WPFO is dependent upon and that is not present within the Project area. 

 
34  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Platanthera praeclara: Western Prairie Fringed Orchid. Rare Species 

Guide. Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y0S0. 
Accessed: March 2022. 

35  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1996. Platanthera praeclara (Western Prairie Fringed Orchid) Recovery Plan. U.S. Fish and 

Wildlife Service, Ft. Snelling, MN. Available online: https://puc.sd.gov/commission/dockets/HydrocarbonPipeline/2014/HP14-
002/rstexhibit/24.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

36  Sieg, C.H., and A.J. Bjugstad. 1994. “Five years of following the western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) on the 

Sheyenne National Grassland, North Dakota.” North Amer. Prairie Conf. 13:141–146. Available online: 
https://library.ndsu.edu/ir/bitstream/handle/10365/3242/634sie92.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y. Accessed: March 2022. 

37  Wolken, P.M., C.H. Sieg, and S.E. Williams. 2001. “Quantifying suitable habitat of the threatened western prairie fringed 

orchid.” Journal of Range Management 54:611–616. 
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Further noted on the MNDNR’s site,34 annual haying can present problems for long-term WPFO survival, 

particularly if the haying occurs prior to seed capsule maturation; the WPFO reproduces entirely by seed, 

and annual mowing could lead to reproductive failure and eventually population collapse.34 Given that the 

majority of land in the Project area is agricultural, which would include utilizing methods such as haying 

and mowing, the WPFO is not likely to be present within the Project area.  

Effects Analysis 

The majority of the land in the Project area is agricultural (approximately 92 percent), which includes 

rotated croplands. Limited areas of scrub-shrub and forested wetlands are found within the Project area. 

Construction of the proposed pipeline will require clearing and grading of the temporary right-of-way, 

which will temporarily impact vegetation communities. The permanent right-of-way will be maintained as 

cropland or other herbaceous and shrub vegetation communities while the remaining temporary 

workspace along the construction right-of-way and any ATWS areas will be allowed to revert to 

preconstruction conditions. Implementation of the measures specified in the FERC Plan and the FERC 

Procedures will minimize Project-related impacts on affected vegetation communities.  

Following construction, WBI Energy will revegetate disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the 

right-of-way and ATWS in accordance with the FERC Plan using seed mixes approved by the NRCS or 

landowners. Revegetation will provide protection against erosion. In areas where final grade and cleanup 

is completed during active construction, WBI Energy will comply with the timelines for seeding identified in 

the FERC Plan (weather and soil conditions permitting) or as recommended by the NRCS or Farm 

Service Agency (subject to approval by landowners). Timely restoration of the construction right-of-way, 

reseeding with the appropriate seed mixes, and the use of effective erosion control measures will 

minimize the duration of vegetation disturbance. 

Construction and operation impacts on wetland vegetation will be minimized by implementing the 

measures identified in the FERC Plan and the FERC Procedures.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 

forbs and grasses, which provide habitat for the WPFO. Weed control measures, as described above, 

including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative measures, and 

implementing treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat of 

introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 

Determination 

After soil is cleared in non-agricultural grassland areas, revegetation efforts would include reseeding 

using an NRCS-approved seed mix including native species and would reduce habitat fragmentation 

along the Project alignment. Because noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native forbs 

and grasses, WBI Energy would implement weed control measures to reduce the threat of introducing or 

spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Based on recommendations 

provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes (Table 2) designed for reseeding land in 

accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard Specifications for Road 
and Bridge Construction.24 Due to the lack of suitable habitat for the WPFO, including intact prairie and 

sedge meadows (swales) and associated native plant species, and the implementation of the proposed 

mitigation measures (e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), WBI 

Energy has determined that the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the WPFO. 
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CANDIDATE SPECIES 

Monarch Butterfly 

Current Status 

The monarch butterfly is a candidate species under the ESA and not yet listed or proposed for listing. 

Candidate species are plants and animals for which the USFWS has sufficient information on their 

biological status and threats to propose them as endangered or threatened under the ESA, but for which 

development of a proposed listing regulation is precluded by other higher priority listing activities. 

Candidate species receive no statutory protection under the ESA.38  

Two North American populations, including migratory populations east and west of the Rocky Mountains, 

have been monitored at their overwintering sites since the mid-1990s. Monarch butterflies found east of 

the Rocky Mountains, including breeding populations found in North Dakota, migrate south or southwest 

to mountainous overwintering grounds in central Mexico.39 While populations normally fluctuate from 

year-to-year, data indicate population declines over the last two decades.40 Threats associated with these 

declines include habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide use on milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host plants, 

and changing climate.41 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

In general, habitat requirements for monarch populations include specific quantities and optimal quality of 

milkweed and breeding season nectar sources; however, the specific optimal amount of habitat and its 

spatial distribution are unknown.40  

The monarch life cycle varies geographically. Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and the 

larvae emerge after 2 to 5 days. The larvae then develop and feed on the milkweed over a period of 9 to 

18 days. The larvae pupate into chrysalis and 6 to 14 days later emerge as an adult butterfly. There are 

multiple generations of monarchs produced during the breeding season; where most adult butterflies live 

2 to 5 weeks, overwintering adults enter into reproductive diapause (suspended reproduction) and live 

6 to 9 months.40  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

While field surveys were not conducted during the peak blooming season for milkweed species, 

surveyors documented potentially suitable habitat, including small numbers of common milkweed, for the 

monarch within the Project area. About 10 species of native milkweed can be found in North Dakota and 

additional milkweed species and/or milkweed populations are likely present within the Project area near 

ditches and woodland edges.42 Monarch butterflies and their suitable habitat are not likely to be present in 

the dominant vegetation found within the Project including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-

native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  

 
38  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Candidate Conservation. Available online: 

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/candidate-conservation. Accessed March 2022. 

39  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Pollinators. Monarch Butterfly. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/pollinators. 

Accessed: March 2022. 

40  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Monarch (Danaus plexippus) Species Status Assessment Report, version 2.1. Available 

online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/191345. Accessed: March 2022. 

41  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Monarchs. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators/monarchs. 

Accessed: March 2022. 

42  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Milkweeds and Monarchs. Authors and Contributors: Ron Wilson. Available 

online: https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jun/milkweeds-monarchs. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Effects Analysis 

Direct and indirect effects on the monarch butterfly would be visual or physical disturbances from physical 

presence of people, development activities, and moving vehicles. The disturbance could cause 

individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of adults.  

The Project has the potential to impact habitat, including nectar-bearing wildflowers, on which adult 

monarch butterflies might feed. The Project’s permanent impacts on vegetation will be associated with 

aboveground facilities, permanent access roads, and the maintained pipeline right-of-way. Peripheral 

workspace and the majority of the workspace for the pipeline system will be returned to preconstruction 

conditions and allowed to revegetate, resulting in only temporary habitat impacts. Where losses of 

potential habitat are permanent, including about 3.4 acres for the aboveground facilities, less than 1 acre 

for the valve sites, and about 1 acre for the permanent access roads, it is expected that similar adjacent 

available habitat could be utilized, should the species be present.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can outcompete native 

forbs that provide food and/or sources for egg laying for the monarch butterfly. Weed control measures, 

as described above, and treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat 

of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Therefore, 

due to the overall lack of suitable monarch butterfly habitat within the Project area, and the 

implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to 

be minor. 

OTHER FEDERALLY PROTECTED RESOURCES 

Migratory Birds 

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA; Title 16 United States Code 

Sections 703–711). The MBTA protects native migratory birds and their eggs and active nests. The 

MBTA prohibits intentionally taking, possessing, transporting, selling, or purchasing migratory birds and 

their parts, nests, or eggs without a valid permit. 

Executive Order (EO) 13186 (66 FR 3853), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory 
Birds, directs federal agencies to identify where unintentional take is likely to have a measurable negative 

effect on migratory bird populations and to avoid or minimize adverse impacts on migratory birds through 

enhanced collaboration with the USFWS. In March 2011, FERC and the USFWS finalized a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to implement EO 13186. The MOU “focuses on avoiding or 

minimizing adverse impacts on migratory birds and strengthening migratory bird conservation through 

enhanced collaboration.” Conservation of migratory bird habitats, avoiding or minimizing take of migratory 

birds, and developing effective mitigation measures to restore or enhance habitats on lands affected by 

an energy project are several obligatory elements in the MOU with emphasis on, but not exclusive to, the 

Birds of Conservation Concern. It also states that emphasis should be placed on species of concern, 

priority habitats, and key risk factors, and it prohibits the direct take of any migratory bird without 

authorization from the USFWS.  

A variety of migratory bird species may occur seasonally along the proposed pipeline route. The Project is 

within the Central Flyway for migratory birds.43, 44 Potential impacts on nesting migratory bird species 

 
43  National Audubon Society. No Date. Flyways of the Americas. Available online: https://www.audubon.org/birds/flyways. 

Accessed March 2022. 

44  Dubovsky, J.A., compiler. 2020. Central Flyway harvest and population survey data book 2020. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Lakewood CO. 
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include the following: habitat fragmentation; loss of wooded habitat; temporary removal of vegetation in 

grasslands, which could cause nesting species to relocate to other suitable habitat; and noise generated 

during construction, which could disturb nesting birds if present. Direct impacts on species include the 

potential for mortality or injury during construction from destruction of ground nests or vehicle collisions. 

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in the spring of 2024 subject to receipt of necessary 

permits and regulatory approvals, which could overlap with the migratory bird nesting season. To 

minimize impacts in areas where clearing cannot occur prior to the migratory bird nesting season, WBI 

Energy will conduct ground-based surveys within areas identified as open land for nesting birds prior to 

clearing of the right-of-way. If nests are identified during surveys, an appropriate buffer would be 

established based on the species and site-specific conditions. Construction activities in these areas could 

resume when the chicks have fledged or the nest is determined inactive. In areas where clearing occurs 

prior to migratory bird nesting but construction does not occur right after clearing, the construction area 

will be maintained (as needed) to avoid the regrowth of potential nesting habitat. 

After construction is complete, WBI Energy will restore the right-of-way as near as practical to 

preconstruction condition in accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. Cropland will be restored to 

active agricultural production and other areas will be revegetated using methods and seed mixes 

appropriate to existing land use, cover type, or landowner preference. WBI Energy anticipates that the 

Project area, with the exception of forested areas on the maintained operational right-of-way and 

permanent aboveground facilities, will return to preconstruction conditions over time. Consequently, the 

Project will not permanently alter the character of available habitats for migratory birds. 

Routine vegetation clearing for maintenance of the permanent right-of-way will be conducted in 

accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. The FERC Plan and Procedures do not allow routine 

vegetation maintenance clearing more frequently than once every 3 years with the exception of a 10-foot-

wide corridor centered over the pipeline, which can be maintained annually in an herbaceous state to 

facilitate periodic corrosion and leak surveys. Routine maintenance clearing will not occur between April 

15 and August 1 of any year, as specified in section VII.A.5 of the FERC Plan. However, the majority of 

the route is cropland or has low growing vegetation, which allows for regular inspection without regular 

clearing. In wetlands, the FERC Procedures allow for selective cutting of trees greater than 15 feet in 

height within 15 feet of the pipeline. As noted above, WBI Energy anticipates that the need for routine 

vegetation maintenance will be infrequent and limited to specific locations such as areas around pipeline 

markers and at road crossings.  

Based on the relatively limited extent of the proposed disturbance within the broader landscape and with 

the implementation of the proposed mitigation and restoration measures, no substantial changes in 

migratory bird habitat availability or suitability are anticipated as a result of the Project. As such, the 

Project is not expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds. 

Eagles 

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA; Title 16 United States Code Section 668), provides 

additional protection to bald eagles and golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). The BGEPA prohibits the 

take, possession, sale, barter, offer to sell, purchase, transport, export, or import of any bald or golden 

eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest, or egg unless allowed by permit. “Take” under the BGEPA 

is defined as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest or disturb.” Disturb 

is defined as “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, 

based on the best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, 

by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest 

abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior” (72 FR 

31131). If a proposed project or action would occur in areas where nesting, feeding, or roosting eagles 
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occur, then project proponents may need to take additional conservation measures to achieve 

compliance with the BGEPA. The BGEPA includes limited exceptions to its prohibitions through a 

permitting process, including exceptions to take bald or golden eagle nests that interfere with resource 

development or recovery operations. 

Golden eagle range and nesting habitat is concentrated in southwestern North Dakota. WBI Energy 

reviewed golden eagle nest habitat range data available from the NDGFD, which shows there is no nest 

habitat for golden eagles crossed by the Project. Therefore, the proposed Project is not expected to affect 

golden eagles. 

Bald eagle status in North Dakota include both year-round and migratory populations, where they are 

typically found near large rivers and lakes or wetlands bordered by mature stands of trees (e.g., 

cottonwood [Populus deltoids]). Bald eagle nests are usually found within the top quarter of tall, living 

trees found within 1.2 miles of water.7 However, Johnson (2009)45 documented that bald eagles 

historically have utilized atypical habitats in North Dakota. The landscape surrounding nests across the 

state have varied from forested landscapes to open, prairie habitat. Nests have historically been found in 

a single tree or shelterbelt surrounded by agriculture.45 WBI Energy reviewed bald eagle nest location 

data provided by the USFWS and NDGFD. Five bald eagle nest locations were identified within 2 miles of 

the Project area including:  

 One northeast of the proposed Kost contractor yard, which is located along the Sheyenne River and 

near the city of Riverside (West Fargo), North Dakota; 

 Two located southwest of the proposed pipeline milepost 25.7, approximately 1.4 and 1.7 miles away 

from the proposed centerline; 

 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 38, approximately 1.9 miles away from the 

proposed centerline; and 

 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 59.7, approximately 1.7 miles away, which is 

located along the Red River.  

Incidental on-the-ground raptor nest surveys were conducted during wetland and waterbody surveys 

(limited to the 300-foot-wide wetland/waterbody survey corridor), during which no nesting activity for bald 

eagles was observed. If a bald eagle nest is identified near the Project area, WBI Energy will implement 

the measures described in the USFWS 2007 National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to avoid and 

minimize impacts on nesting bald eagles.46 The proposed Project is not expected to affect bald eagles. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this analysis in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 

Based on the above analysis, we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely to adversely affect 
the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; the Project will have no effect on the Poweshiek skipperling; and Project 

impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to 

result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden 

or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or 

comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species discussed in this letter.  

 
45  Johnson, S. 2009. North Dakota Bald Eagle Nest Summary. North Dakota Game and Fish Department. December 2009. 

Available online: https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/ND/ND_Bald_Eagle_Nest_Summary_2009.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 

46  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. May 2007. Available online: 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines_0.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.   

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Linn 

Environmental Affairs 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

 

Enclosures: Attachment A: General Project Description and Project Overview Map 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 

Attachment C: IPaC Official Species List 

Attachment D: NLEB Determination Key 

 

cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Maggie Suter, ERM 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 

RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Minimum Filing Requirements: Addressed in Section: 

1. Describe and provide location maps of all jurisdictional facilities, including all 
aboveground facilities associated with the project (such as meter stations, pig 
launchers/receivers, valves) to be constructed, modified, abandoned, replaced, 
or removed, including related construction and operational support activities 
and areas such as maintenance bases, staging areas, communications towers, 
power lines, and new access roads (roads to be built or modified).  As relevant, 
the report must describe the length and diameter of the pipeline, the types of 
aboveground facilities that would be installed, and associated land 
requirements.  It must also identify other companies that must construct 
jurisdictional facilities related to the project, where the facilities would be 
located, and where they are in the Commission’s approval process. —Title 18 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part (§) 380.12(c)(1) 

Section 1.1; figure 1.1.2-1; appendix 1A; 
and appendix 1B 

2. Identify and describe all non-jurisdictional facilities, including auxiliary facilities 
that will be built in association with the project, including facilities to be built by 
other companies. 

i. Provide the following information: 

a. a brief description of each facility, including as appropriate: 
ownership, land requirements, gas consumption, megawatt size, 
construction status, and an update of the latest status of federal, 
state, and local permits/approvals; 

b. the length and diameter of any interconnecting pipeline; 

c. current 1:24,000/1:25,000 scale topographic maps showing the 
location of the facilities; 

d. correspondence with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 
Officer or duly authorized Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for tribal 
lands regarding whether properties eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places would be affected; 

e. correspondence with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (and 
National Marine Fisheries Service, if appropriate) regarding potential 
impacts of the proposed facility on federally listed threatened and 
endangered species; and 

f. for facilities within a designated coastal zone management area, a 
consistency determination or evidence that the owner has requested 
a consistency determination from the state's coastal zone 
management program. 

ii. Address each of the following factors and indicate which ones, if any, 
appear to indicate the need for the Commission to do an environmental 
review of project-related non-jurisdictional facilities. 

a. whether or not the regulated activity comprises “merely a link” in a 
corridor type project (e.g., a transportation or utility transmission 
project) 

b. whether there are aspects of the non-jurisdictional facility in the 
immediate vicinity of the regulated activity which uniquely determine 
the location and configuration of the regulated activity 

c. the extent to which the entire project will be within the Commission's 
jurisdiction 

d. the extent of cumulative federal control and responsibility. 

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(2)  

Section 1.7 



 

 

3. Provide the following maps and photos: 

i. Current, original United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute series 
topographic maps or maps of equivalent detail, covering at least a 0.5-
mile-wide corridor centered on the pipeline, with integer mileposts 
identified, showing the location of rights-of-way, new access roads, other 
linear construction areas, compressor stations, and pipe storage areas.  
Show nonlinear construction areas on maps at a scale of 1:3,600 or larger 
keyed graphically and by milepost to the right-of-way maps. 

ii. Original aerial images or photographs or photo-based alignment sheets 
based on these sources, not more than 1 year old (unless older ones 
accurately depict current land use and development) and with a scale of 
1:6,000 or larger, showing the proposed pipeline route and location of 
major aboveground facilities, covering at least a 0.5-mile-wide corridor, 
and including mileposts.  Older images/photographs/alignment sheets 
should be modified to show any residences not depicted in the original.  
Alternative formats (e.g., blue-line prints of acceptable resolution) need 
prior approval by the environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 

iii. In addition to the copy required under 18 Code of Federal Regulations 
(“CFR”) §157.6(a)(2) of this chapter, applicant should send two additional 
copies of topographic maps and aerial images/photographs directly to the 
environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(3) 

Appendix 1A; appendix 1B; construction 
alignment sheets 

4. When new or additional compression is proposed, include large scale (1:3,600 
or greater) plot plans of each compressor station.  The plot plan should 
reference a readily identifiable point(s) on the United States Geological Survey 
maps required in paragraph (c)(3) of this section.  The maps and plot plans 
must identify the location of the nearest noise-sensitive areas (schools, 
hospitals, or residences) within 1 mile of the compressor station, existing and 
proposed compressor and auxiliary buildings, access roads, and the limits of 
areas that would be permanently disturbed—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(4). 

Not Applicable 

5.  

i. Identify facilities to be abandoned, and state how they would be 
abandoned, how the site would be restored, who would own the site or 
right-of-way after abandonment, and who would be responsible for any 
facilities abandoned in place. 

ii. When the right-of-way or the easement would be abandoned, identify 
whether landowners were given the opportunity to request that the 
facilities on their property, including foundations and below ground 
components, be removed.  Identify any landowners whose preferences the 
company does not intend to honor, and the reasons therefore. 

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5)—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5) 

Not Applicable 

6. Describe and identify by milepost, proposed construction and restoration 
methods to be used in areas of rugged topography, residential areas, active 
croplands, sites where the pipeline would be located parallel to and under 
roads, and sites where explosives are likely to be used.—18 CFR 
§ 380.12(c)(6) 

Section 1.3 

7. Unless provided in response to Resource Report 5, describe estimated 
workforce requirements, including the number of pipeline construction spreads, 
average workforce requirements for each construction spread and meter or 
compressor station, estimated duration of construction from initial clearing to 
final restoration, and number of personnel to be hired to operate the proposed 
project.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(7) 

Section 1.2 

8. Describe reasonably foreseeable plans for future expansion of facilities, 
including additional land requirements and the compatibility of those plans with 
the current proposal.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(8) 

Section 1.6 

9. Describe all authorizations required to complete the proposed action and the 
status of applications for such authorizations.  Identify environmental mitigation 
requirements specified in any permit or proposed in any permit application to 
the extent not specified elsewhere in this section.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(9) 

Section 1.8 and table 1.8-1 

10. Provide the names and mailing addresses of all affected landowners specified 
in 18 CFR §157.6(d) and certify that all affected landowners will be notified as 
required in 18 CFR §157.6(d).—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(10) 

Section 1.9; appendix 1G (filed under 
separate cover as Controlled 
Unclassified Information / Privileged and 
Confidential [CUI//PRIV]) 

Additional Information:  



 

 

Provide plot/site plans of all other aboveground facilities that are not completely 
within the right-of-way. 

Appendix 1E (filed under separate cover 
as Controlled Unclassified Information / 
Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information[CUI//CEII]; additional facility 
plot/site plans to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 

Provide detailed typical construction right-of-way cross-section diagrams showing 
information such as widths and relative locations of existing rights-of-way, new 
permanent right-of-way, and temporary construction right-of-way 

Appendix 1C (typical right-of-way cross 
section diagrams to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 

Summarize the total acreage of land affected by construction and operation of the 
Project. 

Section 1.1.3 and table 1.1-3 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s November 17, 2021 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 

1. Provide all applicable agency correspondence.  This includes letters, meeting 
notes, phone logs, and/or emails where substantive information has been 
discussed or received from relevant federal, state, and local agencies, and 
federally recognized Native American tribes. 

Section 1.8.  Copies of Agency 
Correspondence are included in 
applicable appendices of each resource 
report. 

2. Provide the status of environmental and cultural resources surveys.  Where 
surveys are pending, identify the anticipated completion date and the reason for 
incomplete surveys (for example, landowner access denied). 

The status of environmental surveys is 
discussed in sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of 
Resource Report 2 and in section 3.6 of 
Resource Report 3; the status of cultural 
surveys is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 
of Resource Report 4. 

3. Clarify whether the demand for natural gas service in Kindred and Wahpeton, 
North Dakota is for residential, commercial, or industrial uses. 

Section 1.1.1 

4. Many railroad operators require 24-hour installation of pipelines which cross 
railroads (i.e., boring under the railroad must continue without stopping until the 
railroad is crossed). Clarify if 24-hour construction would be required at any 
railroad crossing. 

Section 1.3.2.3 

5. Clarify if trench dewatering or any other additional activities (beyond those 
listed) may be required up to 24-hours a day. Clarify if lost workdays due to 
poor weather or anticipated poor weather (or any other additional 
circumstances) would result in work on Sundays and/or seven days per week. 

Section 1.2 

6. WBI Energy indicates that farm taps may be installed.   Indicate: 

i. if the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy and if they would be 
within the permanent easement and require new access roads; 

ii. what the tap facility would consist of (e.g., fenced, aboveground, 
belowground); 

iii. when and how the locations for the farm taps would be decided (including 
mapping as appropriate); and 

iv. any impacts that would occur on resources, and measures to be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts. 

Section 1.1.3.5 

7. Clarify whether there is potential to partially overlap the construction right-of-
way with abutting rights-of-way in collocated segments. 

Section 1.1.3.1 

8. Clarify the pipeline depth of cover at ditches, which was reported as both 15 
feet (section 1.3.2.1) and 6 feet (section 1.3.2.3). 

Sections 1.3.1.4, 1.3.2.1, and 1.3.2.3 

9. Clarify how roads affected by construction would be returned to as good or 
better condition (e.g., using pre-construction video or photo documentation). 

Section 1.3.2.3 

10. Include details regarding proposed cathodic protection facilities including 
location, dimensions, and type. 

Section 1.1.2.1 

11. In the description of horizontal directional drills (HDD), clarify the specific 
diameter of trees that would not be cut during guide wire installation. Also, 
discuss the feasibility of not removing any woody vegetation during placement 
of the guide wires for an HDD. 

Section 1.3.2.1 

12. Ensure the United States Geological Survey mapping in appendix 1A includes 
mileposts. 

Section 1.2.2 



 

 

13. Provide the following information for all non-jurisdictional facilities: 

i. company/owner; 

ii. type of facility; 

iii. dimensions (pipe diameter, length, dimensions, horsepower, etc., as 
appropriate for any pipelines and land area for other facilities); 

iv. as applicable, maps showing locations of existing facilities and any 
proposed relocations of those existing facilities; and 

v. federal, state, and local permits required and their status, along with any 
surveys conducted. 

Section 1.7 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s April 4, 2022 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 

1. Indicate if communication towers would be utilized for the planned Project, and 
if so include the applicable information in the appropriate resource reports. 

Section 1.1.2.2 

2. Specify whether block valves would be automatic shut-off or remote controlled. Section 1.1.2.2 

3. Ensure appendix 1A topographic maps depict all access roads. The topographic maps in appendix 1A 
include access roads. 

4. Indicate whether non-jurisdictional facilities, such as power or communication 
facilities, would be needed at valves and pig launchers/receivers.  As applicable 
and if available, include actual or estimated details for non-jurisdictional 
facilities such as corridor lengths and widths, pipeline diameters, land 
requirements, survey status, permitting agencies and status, and maps. 

Section 1.7 

5. Include the size of individual construction workspaces for block valves 2, 4, 5, 
and 6 in table 1.1-3.  Clarify whether during operations these block valves 
would be wholly contained within the 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-way. 

Section 1.1.3 includes a revised table. 

6. Clarify whether well pointing would be needed and if it would occur between 
7:00 pm and 7:00 am. 

Section 1.2 

7. Specify how close (in feet) extra workspaces would be located relative to the 
wetlands described in table 1.3-1 and provide detailed justification as to why the 
workspaces cannot be offset from the wetland boundary by 50 feet.  Describe 
whether there is an alternative to locating extra workspace within the wetland at 
milepost (MP) 36.1 and provide detailed justification if it cannot be relocated. 

See section 1.3 for revised table 1.3-1. 

8. Provide periodic updates to table 1.8-1 as permits, approvals, or consultations 
are obtained/completed. 

See section 1.8 for updated table 1.8-1. 

9. Include a draft Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter Conditions 
which also addresses how plowing of snow would avoid disturbance of soil 
underneath. 

Section 1.2 clarifies that no winter 
construction is planned.  Section 1.3 has 
been revised to remove references to 
snow plowing. 

10. Include in Resource Reports 1 or 6, or in the Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan: 

a. a table listing bore lengths, depths, setbacks (on both sides) from sensitive 
resources (e.g., wetlands, waterbodies), and estimated duration of boring 
operations; 

b. for each bore crossing of perennial waterbodies or wetlands, provide 
subsurface geology and soils data and site-specific risk and feasibility 
assessments for each bore based on desktop resources; 

c. an indication of what instrumentation would be used such as down-hole 
annular pressure tools; and 

d. bore pit dewatering discussion/typical drawings of dewatering devices. 

Section 1.3.2.2 and appendix 6C 
address comment 10.a. 

 

Section 6.7 and appendix 6C address 
comment 10.b. 

 

Section 1.3.2.2 addresses comments 
10.c and 10.d. 

11. Revise the list of individual landowners in appendix 1G to include parcel 
identification numbers that can be matched to the parcel identification numbers 
depicted on the alignment sheets.  

See revised appendix 1G which includes 
a separate list of parcel numbers 
matched to landowner names. 

12. Include figures that illustrate each contractor yard.  Each figure should depict 
the boundary of the yard at a scale of 0.5-inch = 500 feet (1:12,000) on an 
aerial image.  Include the boundaries of any sensitive resources (waterbodies, 
wetlands, and cultural resources) using appropriate filing designations (e.g., 
CUI//PRIV – DO NOT RELEASE).  Clarify the bounds and process if contractor 
yards would be restored “to a condition as specified in landowner agreements.”  

See revised appendix 1B. 



 

 

13. Appendix 1B – Update all alignment sheets to include the following information: 

a. use different symbols for waterbodies and wetlands; 

b. include all wetlands (for example wetlands Wcaa007e and Wccaa009e are 
not included) 

c. ensure waterbody and wetland ID numbers used in table 2.2-1 and 
appendix C match the ID numbers on the alignment sheets (for example, 
table 2.2-1 lists the Sheyenne River as ID scab006p while the alignment 
sheet lists the Sheyenne River as scab005p; table 2.2-1 lists a roadside 
ditch at MP 47.4 as ID sird001e while the alignment sheet lists the 
roadside ditch as srid001e; and appendix 2C lists wetland wria006e at MP 
36.3 while the alignment sheet lists wria006);; 

d. mark the crossing of Antelope Creek on the alignment sheet; 

e. depict the entire length of temporary and permanent access roads using 
different symbols or colors; 

f. depict the survey corridor; 

g. depict the location of all guided bore entry and exit points and 

workspaces; 
h. label all extra workspaces with extra workspace IDs and dimensions 

(ensure labeling is consistent with appendix 8A); 

i. depict locations of farm taps and cathodic protection (once available); 

j. include the Mapleton Compressor Station (including the location of Valve 
#1) and Valve #7 (within the MDU-Wahpeton Border Station); and 

k. clarify if the “Kindred Measurement Tract” and “Wahpeton Transfer Tract” 
are the MDU—Kindred Border Station and MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, respectively. 

Updated alignment sheets are included 
in appendix 1B. 

14. Section 2.2.7 and appendix 1F-2 (Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and 
Operations Plan) states six waterbodies would be crossed via guided 
bore.  However, table 2.2-1 lists eight waterbodies (ten crossings) would be 
crossed via guide bore.  Resolve the apparent discrepancy.  

See corrected appendix IF-2 and section 
2.2.7. 

15. Appendix 1H is referred to as for both names and addresses of affected 
landowners and as “Cumulative Impacts Outreach Correspondence.”  Clarify 
the apparent discrepancy. 

Appendix 1H contains “Cumulative 
Impacts Outreach Correspondence”.  
Appendix 1G contains the “Names and 
Addresses of affected Landowners”. 

16. Include an update of the status and schedule for remaining field surveys, along 
with an indication of the number and amount of parcels lacking survey 
permission. 

WBI Energy has obtained 100 percent 
access to conduct environmental 
surveys.  The specific status of 
environmental surveys is discussed in 
sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of Resource 
Report 2 and in section 3.6 of Resource 
Report 3; the status of cultural surveys 
is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 of 
Resource Report 4.  The remaining 
cultural and biological surveys are 
planned for 2022, weather permitting. 

17. Clarify if the Kindred Airport Runway Expansion from appendix 1I is the same 
as the Robert Odegaard Field Airport Expansion on figure 1.10-1.  

The “Kindred Airport Runway 
Expansion” in appendix 1I is the same 
as the “Robert Odegaard Field Airport 
Expansion” on figure 1.10-1.  Revisions 
to these sources have been made to 
make the name consistent. 

18. Regarding figure 1.10-1: 

a. Clarify if the items depicted in red are planned Project; 

b. Add the following Projects from appendix 1I:  Asmoor Glenn, NDDOT 1 to 
NDDOT 3, NDDOT 6, and NDDOT 9; and components; and 

c. Add FMA Diversion Project Southern Embankment and River Control 
Structures and FMA Diversion Project Diversion Channel to appendix 1I or 
clarify if these projects are consistent with the entry “Fargo-Moorhead 
Area Diversion Project.” 

See updated figure 1.10-1 and updated 
appendix 1I. 



 

 

19. Indicate in section 1.4.2 if FERC staff would be invited to attend environmental 
training. 

Section 1.4.2 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 

1.0 RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and 
maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The Project will involve the construction of 
approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI 
Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, North 
Dakota.  The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a 
new MDU—Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps 
along the pipeline route.  The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota. 

As required by Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 380.12, WBI Energy 
has prepared this Environmental Report in support of its application to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
(Certificate) under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct and operate the proposed 
facilities. 

1.1 Project Description 

1.1.1 Purpose and Need 

WBI Energy intends to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the proposed Project 
facilities to provide an incremental 20,600 equivalent dekatherms per day of firm natural gas 
transportation capacity to meet a growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota.  
The Project is supported by a binding Precedent Agreement with MDU for 20,000 equivalent 
dekatherms per day of firm natural gas transportation service to provide additional uninterrupted 
natural gas service to the community of Wahpeton and to extend natural gas service to the 
community of Kindred.  MDU’s Distribution System will be built to provide natural gas to industrial, 
commercial, and residential customers.  The target in-service date for the Project is 
November 1, 2024. 

1.1.2 Location and Description of Facilities 

The Project will include the construction and operation of approximately 60.5 miles of new 
12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline, minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, 
the construction of the new MDU—Kindred and MDU—Wahpeton Border Stations, seven block 
valve settings, and four pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly 
constructed farms taps along the pipeline route, the locations of which have yet to be determined.  
The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota (see 
figure 1.1-1).  Topographic route maps depicting the location of the proposed pipeline route and 
aboveground facility sites are provided in appendix 1A.  Appendix 1B contains the aerial-based 
construction alignment sheets for the Project.  Information on the existing land uses along the 
proposed pipeline and within the aboveground facility sites is provided in Resource Report 8.  
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1.1.2.1 Pipeline Facilities 

The Project pipeline consists of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas 
pipeline.  The Project pipeline will be designed and constructed to allow for bi-directional flow and 
will have a maximum allowable operating pressure of 1,440 pounds per square inch gauge.  The 
pipeline will begin at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota in Cass County (milepost [MP] 0.0) and end at the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station 
near Wahpeton, North Dakota in Richland County (MP 60.5).  As indicated in table 1.1-1, the first 
approximately 24.7 miles of the Project will be in Cass County.  The remainder (approximately 
35.8 miles) of the Project will be in Richland County.   

TABLE 1.1-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Pipeline Facilities 

Pipeline Facilities County 

Approximate MPs Length 
(miles) a Begin End 

New Pipeline     

 Cass 0.0 24.7 24.7 

 Richland 24.7 60.5 35.8 

Total New Pipeline Length    60.5 

____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum of 

the addends. 
 

1.1.2.2 Aboveground Facilities 

In addition to the new pipeline facilities described above, the Project will include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; the construction of the new MDU—Kindred 
Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota and the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station; seven 
block valve settings; and four pig launcher/receiver settings (collocated at Valves #1, #2, #5, and 
#7).  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  The 
proposed aboveground facilities are summarized in table 1.1-2 and described in more detail 
below. 

TABLE 1.1-2 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 

Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 

Compressor Station    

Mapleton Compressor Station  0.0 Cass Installation of additional equipment and facilities within the 
fence line of the existing compressor station for the tie-in of the 
Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing transmission system.  
There will be no additional horsepower added as part of the 
Project. 

Delivery Stations   

MDU—Kindred Border Station  23.4 Cass New delivery station. 

MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station 

60.5 Richland New delivery station. 
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TABLE 1.1-2 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 

Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 

Other Appurtenant Facilities   

Valve Site #1 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

0.0 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
Mapleton Compressor Station fence line. 

Valve Site #2 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

11.6 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 

Valve Site #3 23.4 Cass  New block valve installed within the MDU—Kindred Border 
Station. 

Valve Site #4 31.3 Richland New block valve. 

Valve Site #5 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

39.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 

Valve Site #6 48.9 Richland New block valve. 

Valve Site #7 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

60.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
MDU—Wahpeton Border Station. 

Farm Taps TBD TBD Installation of a new tap, riser, and valve. 

____________________ 

TBD = To be determined 

 
Modifications at Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 

WBI Energy proposes to install equipment and interconnecting piping facilities at the 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station for the tie-in of the Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing 
Line Sections 31 and 24 via a transfer grid at the station.  Facilities will include a regulator, meter, 
station piping, and valves.  All proposed modifications will be within WBI Energy’s existing parcel 
for the station.  No new or modified compression or other air emission sources will be added to 
the existing compressor station.  A block valve setting (Valve #1) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the compressor station boundary.  

MDU Border Stations and Other Appurtenant Facilities 

WBI Energy will construct two delivery stations, seven block valve settings, four pig 
launcher/receiver settings, and other appurtenant facilities.   

The new delivery stations will serve as the interconnect between WBI Energy’s 
transmission pipeline system and MDU’s Distribution System.  The MDU—Kindred Border Station 
will be located approximately 1 mile east of Kindred, North Dakota at approximate MP 23.4.  The 
station will include the installation of a meter, filter, valves, communication equipment, station 
piping, and appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the 
equipment.  A security fence will be installed around the delivery station with a permanent access 
road to be constructed north of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #3) will also be installed 
within the MDU—Kindred Border Station boundary. 

The MDU—Wahpeton Border Station will be located at the terminus of the Project Pipeline 
at MP 60.5, approximately 2 miles northwest of Wahpeton, North Dakota.  The station will include 
the installation of meters, a filter, valves, communication equipment, station piping, and 
appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the equipment.  
A security fence will be installed around the delivery station and a permanent access road will be 
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constructed south of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #7) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station boundary. 

Seven block valve settings will be installed along the length of the pipeline.  WBI Energy 
anticipates that remote-controlled actuation will be installed with all in-line block valves.  All valve 
settings will be installed per Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
requirements.  Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station 
at MP 0.0.  Valves #3 and #7 will be constructed and operated within the construction and 
operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station at MP 23.4 and the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station at MP 60.5, respectively, and the remaining four block valve settings will be 
installed in between those points.  Additionally, four pig launcher/receiver settings will be installed 
and collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7.  Each facility not collocated within the compressor 
or delivery stations will be fenced and new permanent access roads will be built to access the 
facility. 

As described in section 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also install cathodic 
protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external corrosion of 
the underground facilities.  The cathodic protection system will impart a low-voltage current to the 
pipeline to offset natural soil corrosion potential should the coating become damaged over the life 
of the pipeline.  Specifics regarding the locations and design of these systems are still being 
determined, but facilities will include a new Cathodic Protection Unit and ground bed at the MDU—
Kindred Border Station.  WBI Energy will also connect the system to an existing rectifier at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station.  Test lead locations will be installed along the proposed pipeline 
and will be located directly over the top of the pipe.   

No communication towers will be installed as part of the Project. 

The Project may include farm taps along the pipeline route and locations of the farm taps 
have not yet been determined. 

1.1.3 Land Requirements 

Table 1.1-3 summarizes the land requirements for the Project.  More detailed information 
regarding land requirements and use will be provided in Resource Report 8.  Construction of the 
Project will affect approximately 791.5 acres of land, including the pipeline construction right-of-
way, additional temporary workspace (ATWS), contractor yards, temporary and permanent 
access roads, and aboveground facilities.  Following construction, approximately 419.0 acres—
including the temporary construction right-of-way, ATWS, contractor yards, temporary access 
roads, and the ATWS at aboveground facility sites—will revert to preconstruction conditions and 
uses.  The remaining approximately 372.5 acres—including the permanent pipeline easement, 
permanent aboveground facility sites, and permanent access roads—will be retained for operation 
of the Project facilities.  However, most uses, such as current agricultural uses, will be allowed to 
resume on the permanent pipeline easement after the pipeline is installed. 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Summary of Land Requirements a 

Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 

New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 

Pipeline Right-of-Way b    

Project Pipeline Cass, Richland 544.8 365.7 

ATWSc Cass,Richland 113.0 0.0 

Subtotal  657.8 365.7 

Contractor Yards    

Kost Yard Cass 34.2 0.0 

Kindred Yard Cass 4.1 0.0 

Comstock South Yardd  Richland 4.7 0.0 

Comstock North Yarde Richland 21.0 0.0 

Wahpeton City Yard Richland 28.5 0.0 

Subtotal  92.5 0.0 

Access Roads    

Temporary access roads Cass/Richland 24.4 0.0 

Permanent access roads Cass/Richland 3.2 3.2 

Subtotal  27.6 3.2 

Aboveground Facilities    

Mapleton Compressor Station Cass 2.9 0 

MDU—Kindred Border Stationf Cass 4.1 1.7 

MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Stationf 

Richland 4.0  1.7 

Valve Site #1 g Cass 0.0 0.0 

Valve Site #2 Cass 0.7 0.1 

Valve Site #3 g Cass 0.0 0.0 

Valve Site #4 Richland 0.5 <0.1 

Valve Site #5 Richland 1.0 0.1 

Valve Site #6 Richland 0.4 <0.1 

Valve Site #7 g Richland 0.0 0.0 

Pig launchers/receivers h Cass/Richland  0.0 0.0 

Cathodic Protection Facilities i Cass/Richland 0.0 0.0 

Subtotal  13.6 3.6 

PROJECT TOTAL  791.5 372.5 
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TABLE 1.1-3 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Summary of Land Requirements a

Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 

New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 

____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum 

of the addends. 
b Based on a 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way for the 12-inch-diameter pipeline and a 50-foot-wide permanent 

right-of-way.  Includes the cathodic protection facilities (the locations of which have not yet been determined), which are 
expected to be installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities. 

c Includes ATWS associated with pipeline. 
d The Comstock South Yard (formally the Wahpeton Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 

reports. 
e The Comstock North Yard (formally the Comstock Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 

reports.
f The acreage for these aboveground facilities excludes the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-way within the 

temporary construction footprint of the facility.  This acreage is attributed under the acreage for the pipeline.
g Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station fence line.  Valves #3 and #7 will be 

constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and 
the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  Land requirements for Valves #1, #3, and #7 are accounted for in 
the land requirements for the compressor station modification and MDU Border Stations. 

h The four pig launcher/receiver settings will be collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7; therefore, land requirements 
for the pig launchers/receivers are accounted for in the land requirements for the four valve sites or other aboveground 
facilities (i.e., the compressor station modifications and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station). 

i The specific locations of the cathodic protection facilities are still being determined.  These facilities are expected to be 
installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities.  

1.1.3.1 Pipeline Right-of-Way 

Construction of the proposed 12-inch-diameter pipeline will require a standard 
75 -foot-wide construction right-of-way in both uplands and wetlands.  As shown in the drawings 
provided in appendix 1C, the construction right-of-way typically will consist of a 50-foot-wide 
working side and a 25-foot-wide spoil side to provide sufficient workspace to accommodate topsoil 
storage while allowing safe passage of construction equipment and material along the working 
side of the right-of-way during construction.  Following construction and restoration of the 
disturbed areas, a 50-foot-wide permanent easement (25 feet on either side of the pipeline 
centerline) will be retained for pipeline operations.  WBI Energy’s retention of this permanent 
easement will not preclude agricultural use of the permanent easement following construction 
with the exception of excavations or the building of new structures.  In total, construction of the 
pipeline right-of-way, not including ATWS, will require approximately 544.8 acres, of which 
approximately 365.7 acres will be retained as a permanent easement.  Appendix 1C provides 
typical pipeline construction right-of-way cross sections. 

To minimize the creation of new corridors, WBI Energy proposes to collocate new pipeline 
facilities along road corridors, utilities, and property lines to the extent practicable.  However, to 
avoid conflicts, WBI Energy has not designed the pipeline right-of-way to overlap with the 
operational rights-of-way of other roads, pipelines, electric transmission lines, or utilities.  As 
shown in the summary table in appendix 1D, the new pipeline will be collocated (i.e., within 
150 feet of the road/utility) with roads, railroads, or electric transmission lines for 31.0 miles (or 
51 percent) of its length, including the following: 

• 22.9 miles (38 percent) along roads;
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• 6.0 miles (10 percent) along railroads; and 

• 2.1 miles (3 percent) along electric transmission lines. 

1.1.3.2 Additional Temporary Workspace 

ATWS outside of the 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way will be required for certain 
road crossings, points of intersection along the route, areas where special construction methods 
will be implemented (e.g., the guided bore method), and areas where additional space is needed 
for storage of stripped topsoil.  In total, use of ATWS during construction will affect approximately 
113.0 acres, all of which will be restored to preconstruction condition.  Locations of ATWS are 
provided in appendix 8A of Resource Report 8 and depicted on the route maps provided in 
appendices 1A and 1B. 

Unless topographic or other factors impose constraints, ATWS will be set back at least 
50 feet from the edges of waterbodies and wetlands except where the adjacent upland consists 
of actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land.  WBI Energy is requesting 
modifications to FERC’s Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures (FERC 
Procedures)1 for the site-specific locations where less than a 50-foot setback from the edges of 
wetlands is proposed (see section 1.3). 

1.1.3.3 Contractor Yards 

WBI Energy has identified five contractor yards for office trailers, parking, vehicle 
maintenance, and storage of pipe and equipment to be used by the contractor before and during 
construction of the Project (see table 1.1-3).  Contractor yards are depicted on the Project route 
maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B.  

As shown in table 1.1-3, use of the contractor yards will affect approximately 92.5 acres.  
WBI Energy has adjusted and minimized the workspace for its contractor yards since filing the 
draft resource reports to avoid wetlands and forested areas to the extent possible.  Preparation 
of the contractor yards will consist of topsoil segregation, minor grading, and leveling; however, 
these impacts will be temporary.  Contractor yards will be restored to preconstruction conditions 
in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan (FERC 
Plan)2 or to a condition as specified in landowner agreements. 

1.1.3.4 Temporary and Permanent Access Roads 

WBI Energy will use existing public and private access roads on a temporary basis to 
transport personnel, equipment, vehicles, and materials to the proposed Project work areas 
during construction.  Standard-maintenance public roads will be used for access without 
modification or improvement.  Some minimum-maintenance public roads and private roads, 
however, may require improvement to safely accommodate Project equipment and vehicles—
including the following:  grading; widening (including the access road entrances off of public 
roads), placement of gravel or crushed rock for stability, and surface improvement; replacing or 
installing culverts; and clearing of overhead vegetation, if present.  A list of these roads is provided 

                                                 
1  The FERC Procedures is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 
2  The FERC Plan is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 

http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
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in appendix 8B of Resource Report 8.  Locations of access roads are depicted on the Project 
route maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B. 

WBI Energy will use 80 temporary access roads.  Use of the temporary access roads will 
affect approximately 24.4 acres (see table 1.1-3).  WBI Energy will document existing road 
conditions (likely using photography) prior to construction and will restore any access roads that 
are damaged by the Project to pre-disturbed or better condition in accordance with landowner or 
road agency requirements.  As a result, the Project will have no permanent impact on these roads.  
WBI Energy is requesting modifications to FERC Procedures for the site-specific locations where 
a small number of new or modified access roads require crossing wetlands (see section 1.3). 

As currently designed, WBI Energy will construct seven permanent access roads that will 
be required to access the new MDU—Kindred Border Station, the new MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, the four new block valve setting sites (Valve #2, #4, #5, and #6) not collocated with 
another Project facility, and the Project right-of-way.  These permanent access roads will affect 
3.2 acres.  The new roads to the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station will be gravel.  The new roads to the block valve setting and pig launcher/receiver sites 
will be gravel and/or dirt.  If additional access roads are required for construction or operation of 
the Project at a later date, WBI Energy will submit a variance request to FERC for approval to use 
the road and complete all appropriate federal, state, and local permitting associated with the 
Project change.  

1.1.3.5 Aboveground Facilities 

Modifications at the Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 

Proposed modifications at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station at MP 0.0 
will occur within the existing fence line of the compressor station in areas that are currently part 
of the operational footprint of the compressor station.  WBI Energy plans to use the available 
space within the existing fence line for construction activities comprising approximately 2.9 acres.  
However, no new operational right-of-way will be required at the compressor station.  A plot plan 
for the modifications at the compressor station is provided as appendix 1E (filed under separate 
cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”). 

MDU Border Stations, Block Valve Settings, Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings, and 
Cathodic Protection Systems 

WBI Energy is finalizing the details for the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station, block valve settings, pig launcher/receiver settings, and other 
appurtenant facilities.  The current design includes approximately 4.1 acres to construct the 
MDU—Kindred Border Station and approximately 4.0 acres to construct the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station.  These acreages do not include the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-
way within the temporary construction footprint of each facility.  Approximately 1.7 acres of the 
construction workspace (approximately 200 feet wide by 360 feet long) will be retained to operate 
each MDU Border Station.  Plot plans for the border stations are provided in appendix 1E (filed 
under separate cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”).  
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Valve and Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings 

Typical drawings for block valve settings and pig launcher/receiver settings are provided 
in appendix 1B.  Valve Site #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor 
Station fence line.  The land for the construction and operation of this facility is included in the 
land requirements at the Mapleton Compressor Station described above.  Valve Sites #3 and #7 
will be constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints and fence lines 
of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  
Construction of Valve Sites #2, #4, #5, and #6 will each require between 0.4 and 1.0 acre of land.  
The operational footprint of Valve Sites #4 and #6 will be approximately 45 feet wide by 55 feet 
long (less than 0.1 acre) and will not extend past the width of the permanent pipeline right-of-way.  
The operational footprint for Valve Sites #2 and #5, which will also include a pig launcher/receiver, 
will be approximately 60 feet wide by 80 feet long (about 0.1 acre) and, therefore, will extend 5 
feet beyond either side of the permanent right-of-way for the pipeline.  

The first pig launcher/receiver setting will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton 
Compressor Station fence line.  The remaining three pig launcher/receiver settings will be 
collocated with Valves #2, #5, and #7.  The land required for these facilities is included in the 
compressor station and block valve requirements described above. 

Cathodic Protection Systems 

As described in sections 1.1.2.2 and 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also 
install cathodic protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external 
corrosion of the underground facilities.  The specific locations of these facilities are still being 
determined.   

Farm Taps 

Specific details regarding the number and locations of farm taps are still being determined.  
WBI Energy will provide more details and maps regarding farm taps when available.  It is 
anticipated that the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy within the proposed permanent 
right-of-way.  Each tap setting would consist of valves, pipes, and a small fence enclosure typically 
4 feet square and 3 feet high.  If the setting is in or near a cultivated field, a high visibility marker 
will make the setting easier to see.  The FERC Plan and FERC Procedures would be implemented 
to minimize the impact of these facilities. 

1.2 Construction Schedule and Workforce 

WBI Energy anticipates that the commencement of certain preconstruction activities (e.g., 
establishing pipe and contractor yards) may occur in the fall of 2023, with construction of the 
Project beginning in April 2024 subject to the receipt of necessary permits and regulatory 
approvals.  WBI Energy anticipates that construction of the Project facilities will be completed by 
October 2024 with all facilities being placed into service by November 2024. 

Based on the current 2024 construction schedule and November 2024 in-service date, 
WBI Energy anticipates that no construction will be necessary during winter or snow conditions.  
However, if a change in the construction schedule necessitates that construction activities occur 
during the winter months, WBI Energy will file a Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter 
Conditions with FERC for review/approval prior to conducting winter construction activities.  
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Construction activities will generally occur Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
local time.  However, certain activities may occur up to 24 hours per day, including on Sundays 
and on potentially federal holidays.  These activities include guided bore operations, hydrostatic 
testing and associated activities, critical tie-ins, trench dewatering (if necessary), completing 
in-progress construction activities and wetland/waterbody crossings, incident response 
procedures/measures, emergency equipment repairs/maintenance, and aboveground facility 
commissioning.  WBI Energy does not anticipate wellpoint dewatering methods will be used for 
the Project.  If used, the well point operations would be conducted during normal working hours 
(generally Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m). 

WBI Energy currently anticipates that construction of the proposed pipeline will be 
accomplished using one or two construction spreads with a combined peak temporary workforce 
of about 225 people and an average workforce of about 175 people, including inspection crews.  
Construction of the aboveground facilities and modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station 
will require a temporary workforce of about 15 additional people working for up to seven weeks 
at each facility.  WBI Energy is still evaluating operational staffing needs but anticipates one new 
hire to assist in operation and maintenance of the new facilities.  Additional information regarding 
construction and permanent workforce requirements is provided in Resource Report 5. 

1.3 Construction and Restoration Procedures 

The Project will be designed, constructed, modified, tested, operated, and maintained in 
accordance with all applicable requirements defined by the United States Department of 
Transportation (U.S. DOT)—Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations 
in 49 CFR 192, Transportation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline:  Minimum Federal Safety 
Standards; by 18 CFR 380.15, Siting and Maintenance Requirements; and by other applicable 
federal, state, and local regulations—except as otherwise specified in this application or approved 
by the appropriate regulatory agency. 

WBI Energy proposes to conduct Project activities in accordance with the 2013 versions 
of the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures with the exception of the proposed modifications to 
section VI.B.1 of the FERC Procedures (see table 1.3-1).  WBI Energy notes that wetlands 
identified in Resource Report 2 are based on delineations performed in accordance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers requirements.  However, section VI.B.1.a of the FERC Procedures does 
not require site-specific modifications for extra work areas within 50 feet of a wetland boundary if 
“the adjacent upland consists of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land”.  Therefore, 
table 1.3-1 only requests modifications in instances where the adjacent upland does not consist 
of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

VI.B.1.a Locate all extra 
workspace (ATWS; 
such as staging areas 
and additional spoil 
storage areas) at 
least 50 feet away 
from wetland 
boundaries, except 
where the adjacent 
upland consists of 
cultivated or rotated 
cropland or other 
disturbed land. 

33.4/33.5 Locate ATWS 
159 and 
ATWS 160 in 
an emergent 
wetland 
wrib007e  

 

ATWSs in 
wetland 
wrib007e 

The ATWSs south of the road (ATWS 156 and ATWS 160) are needed for staging and 
spoil storage associated with the guided bore of County Road 2.  This workspace is 
located in an agricultural hay field that includes emergent wetland wrib007e.  The 
wetland begins between MPs 33.4 and 33.5, about 95 feet south of the road and 
extends south from there for approximately 550 feet.  Most of ATWS 156 and a small 
portion of ATWS 160 are located in wrib007e (but most of ATWS 160 is 40 or more 
feet from the edge of the wetland).  To avoid having ATWS in this wetland, either the 
road bore, which is about 185 feet long, would need to be extended or spoil from the 
road bore would need to be moved another 590 feet further south.  The first option 
would nearly quadruple the length of the bore.  The second would require additional 
equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the bore spoil to the new 
ATWS outside of the wetland.  Neither of these options is practicable or warranted 
given that its implementation of the Procedures will protect and restore the wetland.  
Additionally, only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the workspace 
(construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists mostly (90 
percent cover) of foxtail barley and lesser amounts of other mostly fast growing 
species including yellow foxtail and reed canary grass, which will quickly recolonize 
any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will protect and restore wetland wrib007e by 
implementing FERC’s procedures.   

35.65 Locate 
ATWSs 165 
and 166 
within 50 feet 
of an 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib016e 
associated 
with a road 
ditch adjacent 
to 62nd Street 
SE. 

 

ATWSs 
within 14 to 
15 feet of 
wetland 
wrib016e 
and within 40 
feet of 
wetland 
wrib017e 

The ATWS south of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with the 
guided bore of 62nd Street SE.  This workspace is located in open land between 
emergent wetland wrib016e, adjacent to the road and emergent wetland wrib017e to the 
south.  Both wetlands are dominated by the following three species in different 
proportions:  narrowleaf cattail, reed canary grass, and prairie cordgrass.  ATWSs 165 
and 166 are approximately 14 to 15 feet from the wetland wrib016e and 40 feet from 
wrib017e, respectively.  There is not enough distance between these 2 wetlands to 
maintain the ATWS 50 feet from both wetlands.  WBI Energy elected to position the 
workspace closer to wrib016e in the road ditch to maintain the ATWS further from the 
larger wetland wrib017e.  WBI Energy’s implementation of the construction and 
restoration measures of the FERC Procedures including the installation, maintenance, 
and monitoring of erosions and sediment controls will protect wetlands wrib016e and 
wrib017e. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

36.1 Locate ATS 
167 in 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib019e. 

ATWS is 
within 
wetland 
wrib019e 

The ATWS north of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with 
the guided bore of 168th Avenue SE.  The ATWS is located within emergent wetland 
wrib019e, which is dominated primarily by reed canary grass but includes lesser 
amounts (less than 10 percent cover) of goldenrod species, sandbar willow, peachleaf 
willow, and gray dogwood.  The ATWS is approximately 170 from the road but the 
wetland extends north from the road beyond the ATWS.  To avoid having ATWS in this 
wetland, either the road bore, which is about 270 feet long, would need to be extended 
or spoil from the road bore would need to be moved another approximately 600 feet 
further north.  The first option would nearly triple the length of the bore.  The second 
would require additional equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the 
bore spoil to the new ATWS outside of the wetland.  Moving the ATWS north would 
also encroach on one of the few forested wetlands on the Project.  Neither of these 
options is practicable.  Only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the 
workspace (construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists 
mostly (75 percent cover) of fast growing reed canary grass, which, along with the 
other existing species, will quickly recolonize any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will 
implement the FERC Procedures to protect and restore this wetland.  

VI.B.1.d The only access 
roads, other than the 
construction right-of-
way, that can be used 
in wetlands are those 
existing roads that 
can be used with no 
modifications or 
improvements, other 
than routine repair, 
and no impact on the 
wetland. 

5.1 

 

Access Road 
(AR) 005 

 

Crosses 
wetland 

 

New temporary AR005 crosses emergent wetland wcaa009e east of 165th Avenue SE.  
This wetland is covered almost entirely (98 percent cover) with reed canary grass.  
This wetland needs to be crossed to access the north side of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad bore at MP 5.1.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Approximately 0.11 acre of this wetland 
will be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect 
the wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer 
needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC 
Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the 
wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing reed canary grass, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

9.9 AR 013 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR 013 crosses emergent wetland wcaa007e.  This 
wetland needs to be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with 
the bore of wetland wcaa006e.  This wetland is dominated by reed canary grass (95 
percent cover) and narrowleaf cattail (5percent cover).  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new road may include grading, widening, and placement of 
mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.02 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

13.7 AR 018 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing/New temporary access road AR 018 crosses emergent wetland wacb003e, 
which is associated with a road ditch that runs along the east side of 166th Avenue SE 
on the south side of 44 Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by needle spikerush, 
dark-green bulrush, narrowleaf cattail, and swamp smartweed.  This wetland needs to 
be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with the 44th Street 
SE/right-of-way from the 166th Avenue SE road bore.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new portion of the road and modifications to the existing 
portions may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

14.7 AR019 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR019 crosses emergent wetland wcab004e, which is 
associated with a road ditch that runs along the west side of 166th Avenue SE on the 
south side of 45th Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by swamp smartweed, prairie 
cordgrass, redroot pigweed (red-root or common amaranth), narrowleaf cattail, and 
smaller amounts of needle spikerush.  This wetland needs to be crossed for equipment 
to access the workspace associated with the 45th Street SE/right-of-way from 166th 
Avenue SE road bore right-of-way from 166th Avenue SE.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on this access road may include grading, widening, and placement 
of mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within 
the temporary construction footprint of the road.  Following construction when the road 
is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the 
FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from 
the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will 
be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

31.3 AR034 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing/New permanent access road AR034 crosses emergent wetland wria003e, 
which is in the road ditch on the north side of 58th Street SE.  This wetland is 
dominated by needle spikerush, dark-green bullrush, reed canary grass, and 
narrowleaf cattail.  WBI Energy needs to cross the wetland to access the Valve #4 site 
during construction and for later operation of the valve.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the road may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, 
gravel, and/or culverts.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
construction and permanent footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect adjacent 
wetland areas through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following installation of the road, WBI Energy will 
remove any mats, culverts, or gravel that are not needed for the permanent road and 
restore any portions of the wetland that are temporarily affected.  Given that the 
wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any temporarily impacted areas of the 
wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is 
in the wetland now.   
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

34.5 AR038 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR038 crosses emergent wetland wrib021e, which is 
located in a field south of 61st SE.  The predominant vegetation in this wetland is foxtail 
barley, goldenrod species, reed canary grass, and all other species constituting 10 
percent cover or less.  WBI Energy’s crossing of this wetland will minimize equipment 
traffic crossing the wetland on the right-of-way and potentially minimize tree clearing.  
As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, 
and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  
Approximately 0.26 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction 
footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of 
the Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following 
construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected 
wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is 
needed will be removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be 
restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of 
the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to 
what is in the wetland now. 

  43.4 AR046 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing temporary access road AR046 crosses emergent wetland wria010e, which is 
in a road ditch on the west side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (60 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed canary grass, 
perennial sow thistle, and yellow foxtail (each less than five percent cover).  As 
described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, and 
placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less 
than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction footprint of the 
road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of the FERC 
Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction 
when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area 
pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be 
removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that 
the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

  44.2 AR046.1 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing temporary access road AR046.1 crosses emergent wetland wria014e, which 
is in a road ditch on the west side of  172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (80 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed needle spikerush 
(about 10 percent cover).  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications 
including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be 
needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

  46.3 AR049 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR049 crosses emergent wetland wrid001e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
broadleaf cattail.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including 
grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for 
this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 

 

 

MP 
Proposed 
Modification 

 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

  47.3 AR051 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR051 crosses emergent wetland wrid003e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail and reed canary grass.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will 
be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the 
wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion 
and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, 
WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  
Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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WBI Energy will implement additional construction, restoration, and mitigation plans 
prepared for the Project.  These will, or may, include the following as needed:  Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasures Plan (provided in appendix 1F-1) and Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan (provided in appendix 1F-2); Fugitive Dust Control Plan (provided 
in appendix 9A); Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Contaminated Environmental Media 
(provided in appendix 2A); Noxious Weed Management Plan (provided in appendix 3C); Plan for 
Unanticipated Discovery of Historic Properties or Human Remains during Construction (provided 
in appendix 4G); and Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Resources During 
Construction (provided in appendix 6A) and Blasting Plan (provided in appendix 6B). 

1.3.1 General Pipeline Construction Procedures 

Construction of the proposed pipeline will follow industry-standard practices and 
procedures as described below.  Conventional open-ditch construction methods will be used to 
install most of the proposed pipeline.  In a typical scenario, construction involves a series of 
discrete activities conducted in a linear sequence.  These include survey and staking; right-of-way 
clearing and grading; pipe stringing, bending, and welding; trenching; lowering-in and backfilling; 
hydrostatic testing; final tie-in; commissioning; and right-of-way cleanup and restoration.  
Figure 1.3-1 illustrates each of the steps in a typical construction scenario.  A description of each 
step in the process is provided in the following sections. 

 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
September 10, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 

construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  

WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   

WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Enclosures: Project Overview Map 

cc: Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Maggie Suter, ERM 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598
tewaukon@fws.gov

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
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the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz

image001.png

Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 



Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:

1.       Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2.       Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3.       DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to

Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you



recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            



This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,

I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.

If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041
eric_wilson@fws.gov
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Hi Eric,

I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in

mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuge%2Ftewaukon%2Fvisit%2FContact_us.html&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AAhyD%2FfHtpurgxi1CDqN7WU9YjtYwRD4beclQj2oTWc%3D&reserved=0



southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.

I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.

Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.

Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
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Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

Dear Ms. Bose:

Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.

Consultations on IPaC

We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 



is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests.
Service Property Interests

As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.

Conclusion

These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701)
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor



May 27, 2022

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 

https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/ 
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.
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Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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Project Summary
Project Code: 2022-0009567
Event Code: None
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
Project Type: Natural Gas Distribution
Project Description: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, 

modify, operate, and maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). 
The Project will involve the construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a 
new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU— 
Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve 
settings; and new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The 
proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

Counties: Cass and Richland counties, North Dakota

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Insects
NAME STATUS

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028

Threatened

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161

Endangered

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669

Threatened

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD 
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: ERM
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
Address Line 2: Suite 1650
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609

Lead Agency Contact Information
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



February 18, 2022

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/ 
endangered_species.htm

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project 
 
Subject: Verification letter for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' project under 

the January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions.

 
Dear Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on February 18, 2022 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' (the Action) using the 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal action 
is consistent with the activities analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from "take"[1] prohibitions 
applicable to the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 
Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based upon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO. 
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result 
of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that your 
IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and 
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(a)(2) with respect to the 
northern long-eared bat.

Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not 
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the 
information required in the IPaC key.

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
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▪
▪
▪
▪

This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA 
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA- 
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened

If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a 
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this 
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.

________________________________________________ 
 
[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion 
Project':

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify and 
operate the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota. The Project will involve construction of approximately 60.6 miles 
of 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton 
Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station, a new delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota, 
and new block valve and pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

Determination Key Result

This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the 
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that 
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.

Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.

The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.

Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed 
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require 
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may 
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a 
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Determination Key Result
This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the 
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided, 
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on 
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions 
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.

Qualification Interview
Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes
Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long- 
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")
No
Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome 
Zone?
Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 0.25 miles of a known northern long- 
eared bat hibernaculum? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency

Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 150 feet of a known occupied northern 
long-eared bat maternity roost tree? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency

Automatically answered
No
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Project Questionnaire
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.
1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
2.0
2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0
3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.
4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
0
5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0
6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.
7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0
8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0
9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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IPaC User Contact Information
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609



November 17, 2022 

Jessica Johnson 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project – Minor Route Adjustment 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 
Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 
Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 
gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 
MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 
settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  

This letter is to inform you of a minor Project route adjustment since the May 27, 2022 filing of the Project 
Determination Letter (letter), which sought U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) technical assistance, written 
concurrence, or comments otherwise, with the effects determinations for those federally listed species 
discussed in the letter. Attachment A includes the Project Determination Letter as submitted on May 27, 
2022. A summary of WBI Energy submissions and USFWS responses include the following: 

▪ May 27, 2022 – WBI Energy submits Project Determination Letter;

▪ June 21, 2022 – Ms. Johnson requested Resource Report 1 appendices as referenced in the
Project Determination Letter;

▪ June 23, 2022 – On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the requested (Resource Report 1
appendices as well as Project shapefile and KMZ) to Ms. Johnson and Mr. Seth Jones (USFWS);
and

▪ July 1, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission of the
USFWS concurrence letter for the Project

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 
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USFWS, WBI Energy, and ERM correspondence, including the USFWS letter of concurrence is provided 
in Attachment B.  

REROUTE INFORMATION 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) requested that WBI Energy identify and evaluate the 
alternatives to avoid two crossings on the Wild Rice River at mileposts (MP) 57.0 and 57.6. WBI Energy 
identified a route alternative between MPs 55.13 and 59.63 that would avoid the two crossing of the Wild 
Rice River. This alternative has now been adopted as a reroute and is known as the Wild Rice River 
Route Alternative - MP 55. Attachment C includes an overview map of the proposed pipeline route and 
highlighted area encompassing the minor Project route adjustment, which includes the Wild Rice River 
Route Alternative - MP 55 (see Attachment C, Alternative/Variation labeled route). 

Construction of the reroute will impact approximately 0.4 acre of mapped emergent National Wetland 
Inventory (NWI) wetland associated with an intermittent stream crossing, but would avoid the two 
crossings of the Wild Rice River as well as reduce the crossing of intermittent streams from two to one.  
The reroute will also avoid the crossing of approximately 0.4 acre of riparian forest adjacent to the prior 
Wild Rice River crossings and will not affect any additional forested land. Additionally, this reroute avoids 
impacts to a historic site discovered during field surveys along the original alignment.  

SPECIES LIST AND EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

On October 14, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 
potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 
D) that identified four threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, two insects,
and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties:

◼ Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered)

◼ Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened

◼ Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate

◼ Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened

Note that the official species list provided with the Determination Letter submitted in May 2022, included 
the endangered poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiekI), and the updated official species list does 
not include this species.  

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. ERM did 
not identify any additional designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North 
Dakota through review of the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 

The reroute presents a minor route adjustment, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat 
(approximately 92 percent of the Project area is agriculture) for federally listed species within and 
immediately adjacent to the Project area; therefore, based on additional analysis of the Project and the 
minor route adjustment, WBI Energy has determined that the species’ effects determinations have not 
changed from what was previously documented and submitted on May 27, 2022 and that which received 
USFWS concurrence on July 1, 2022. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 
listed species that are documented in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 
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that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 
assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this update in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 
Due to the fact that this is a minor route adjustment, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat for 
federally listed species within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, we conclude that our action 
may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; and Project impacts on the 
monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to result in adverse 
permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden or bald eagles. As 
noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or comments 
otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species documented in this letter.  

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.   

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Attachment A: Project Determination Letter 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 
Attachment C: Project Overview Map  
Attachment D: IPaC Official Species List 

 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Maggie Suter, ERM 

mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com


Attachment B

USFWS Communications 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598 
tewaukon@fws.gov 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
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the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  

WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   

WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Enclosures: Project Overview Map 

cc: Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz

image001.png

Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 



Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:

1.       Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2.       Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3.       DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to

Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you



recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            



This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,

I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.

If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041 
eric_wilson@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Hi Eric,
 
I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in
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southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.
 
I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.
 
Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204

M +1 503 984 6609 

E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com          
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Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

Dear Ms. Bose:

Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.

Consultations on IPaC

We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 



is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests.
Service Property Interests

As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.

Conclusion

These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701)
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Johnson, Jessica N"
Cc: jerry_reinisch@fws.gov; Maggie Suter; Becky Moores
Subject: RE: phone calls
Date: Thursday, June 9, 2022 9:22:00 AM
Attachments: WBI_Wahpeton_USFWS_Determination_Letter_05.27.2022.pdf

Hi Jessica,

I reached out to Jerry today with regard to the WBI Energy proposed project, Wahpeton Expansion
Project, in southeastern North Dakota. He informed me that you will be the point person moving
forward on USFWS consultations. I wanted to confirm that the office and Jerry had received the
Determination Letter that we submitted on behalf of WBI Energy which was sent on May 27, 2022.
I’m attaching that here as reference and because Jerry was cc’d on this correspondence.

I would like to find a time to discuss a few questions I have at this time, would you have time this
week for a short conversation? Please let me know your availability or you can also call my cell which
is provided below.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

M +1 503 984 6609

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:07 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: phone calls

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,
Stephanie let me know that you were trying to get in touch with me.  Long story, but my work phone
has not been very reliable lately.  I think I have the issue fixed now but please send me an email if
you are not able to get in touch by phone.
Thanks,
Jessica

Jessica Johnson
Environmental Contaminants Specialist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
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May 27, 2022 
 
Jerry Reinisch 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 
 


Dear Mr. Reinisch: 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 
Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 
Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 
gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 
MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 
settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The Project 
overview map, located in Attachment A as Figure 1.1-1, shows the proposed pipeline route and locations 
of the Project facilities. Additional information, including specifics on the location and description of 
facilities, land requirements, and construction and restoration procedures, on the proposed Project is 
located in Attachment A.  


This Project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic feet of natural gas per day 
to help meet growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 
(MDU) a local distribution company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this Project to fulfill MDU’s 
need for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply at Wahpeton, North Dakota, and to extend natural 
gas service to the community of Kindred, North Dakota, for the first time, which has been requested by 
city officials and residents. 


The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) under 7(c) of the Natural 
Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal 
authorizations and complying with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. As such, FERC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). FERC’s 


WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 


Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359‐7200 


www.wbienergy.com 


 







WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 
MAY 27, 2022 
PAGE 2 OF 18 


regulations at 18 Code of Federal Regulations 380.13 designate the project sponsor as FERC’s non-
federal representative for informal Section 7 ESA consultation. In accordance with FERC guidelines, WBI 
Energy will provide the results of this consultation to FERC and notify FERC if any federally listed species 
or designated critical habitat may be affected by the Project. 


WBI Energy has retained ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) to assist with the environmental review and permitting 
for the Project. 


WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 
listed species that are discussed in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 
that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 
assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 


On September 13, 2021, on behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted a Project introduction letter to the 
USFWS, and requested review and comment on the consultation required for the Project. On February 2, 
2022, during the scoping period, the USFWS submitted a letter on the FERC docket in response to the 
proposed Project. This is included in the USFWS agency correspondence found in Attachment B. 


SPECIES LIST AND DATA REQUESTS 


On May 27, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 
potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 
C) that identified five threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, three insects, 
and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 


 Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered) 


 Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 


 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate  


 Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek): Endangered 


 Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 


The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. North 
Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13, which are the closest Dakota skipper designated critical habitat 
to the Project, are located in Richland and Ransom counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and 
southwest of the Project area. Additionally, North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the 
closest Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat to the Project, are located in Richland County 
approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area. ERM did not identify any additional 
designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North Dakota through review of 
the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 


In addition to USFWS communications, on October 11, 2021, ERM requested natural heritage data from 
the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD). Data were received on December 17, 
2021. On January 27, 2022, ERM requested bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting data from the 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD). Data were received on March 3, 2022.  


SPECIES EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 


Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 
described above and provides the effects determination further described in this letter. ERM has 
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evaluated the potential effects for each species by reviewing historical and present occurrences, 
availability of potential habitat within the Project area, the species’ natural history, and results of desktop 
and field-based habitat assessments. The assessment also utilized natural heritage information from the 
NDPRD Natural Heritage Inventory, NDGFD and USFWS species profiles, USFWS listing and recovery 
plan data; and prior correspondence with the USFWS (Attachment B). 


The northern long-eared bat (NLEB) is currently listed as a threatened species; however, on March 23, 
2022, the USFWS proposed to reclassify the species as endangered. If this proposed rule is finalized 
(expected November 2022), the species would become endangered and the 4(d) rule would no longer be 
applicable. The Project schedule means that impacts to NLEB are possible after this status change. For 
the purposes of the analysis below, potential impacts under current regulations are discussed, with 
additional information provided to support future review. The USFWS is expected to publish additional 
guidance and review tools closer to the finalization of this status change. 


Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity a  


Common Name 
Scientific name 


Federal Status Suitable Habitat Within 
the Project Vicinity? 


Determination of Effect  


Mammal 


Northern long-eared bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 


Threatened 
(Proposed 


Endangered) 


Yes NLAA 


Insects 


Dakota skipper 
Hesperia dacotae 


Threatened No NLAA 


Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 


Candidate Yes N/A b 


Poweshiek skipperling 
Oarisma powshiek 


Endangered No NE 


Flowering Plant 


Western prairie fringed orchid 
Platanthera praeclara 


Threatened No NLAA 


Notes: 


NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 


is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 


Northern Long-eared Bat 


Current Status 


The NLEB is listed as threatened under the ESA with a 4(d) rule. Section 4(d) of the ESA allows the 
USFWS to establish prohibitions or exceptions to prohibitions for threatened species, which do not 
automatically have the same protections as endangered species. The finalized 4(d) rule for the NLEB 
allows incidental take of bats in populations outside of the counties or districts where white-nose 
syndrome is known to be present (81 Federal Register [FR] 1900). The 4(d) rule applies to the entire 
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state of North Dakota. Under the final 4(d) rule, incidental take outside of hibernacula that results from 
tree removal is only prohibited when it (1) occurs within 0.25 mile (0.4 kilometer) of known NLEB 
hibernacula; or (2) cuts or destroys known occupied maternity roost trees, or any other trees within a 
150-foot (45-meter) radius from the known occupied maternity trees, during the pup season (June 1 
through July 31).  


The USFWS is currently undergoing a review of the federal listing for the NLEB, and this species is 
proposed to be listed as endangered in November 2022. If the species is listed as endangered, the 4(d) 
rule will no longer be applicable. The USFWS anticipates publishing additional guidance for the species 
closer to the final rule publication. Although WBI Energy cannot anticipate the details of this guidance, it is 
likely that projects outside of occupied habitats with limited tree felling will have little impact to this 
species. 


The NLEB is very susceptible to white-nose syndrome, which has led to significant losses and caused a 
population concern range wide. Other sources of mortality for the NLEB include impacts to winter 
hibernation areas, loss or degradation of summer habitats, and wind farm operations.1 No critical habitat 
has been designated for this species in or near the Project area.  


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The NLEB ranges across the eastern and north-central United States and all Canadian provinces west to 
the southern Yukon Territory and eastern British Columbia (78 FR 61046). NLEBs are considered 
common in only small portions of the western part of its range (i.e., Black Hills of South Dakota) and are 
uncommon or rare in the western extremes of the range (78 FR 61046). During winter, NLEBs hibernate 
in large caves and mines that have large passages and entrances, constant temperatures, and high 
humidity with no air currents. Estimated NLEB hibernation season in North Dakota is from October 1 
through May 15.2 


Across their range, migration between winter hibernacula and summer habitat occurs from mid-March to 
mid-May with bats returning to hibernacula from mid-August to mid-October. In the summer, NLEBs roost 
underneath bark, in cavities, and in crevices of live and dead trees that either retain their bark or provide 
suitable cavities or crevices. NLEBs are opportunistic in their selection of tree species used for roosting, 
and have been documented using numerous tree species, utilizing both crevices and bark of trees as well 
as a range of stem diameters and heights. In Minnesota, common roost tree species have been 
documented and include aspen (Populus spp.), oak (Quercus spp.), and maple (Acer spp.).3 


In North Dakota, NLEBs summer maternity season is typically from April 1 through September 30. 
Breeding occurs in late July in northern regions and females store sperm until spring (78 FR 61046). 
Maternity colonies form in the summer months where females give birth to a single bat (pup). Most bats 
within a colony give birth around the same time, from late May or early June to late July, where maternity 
colonies containing females and young typically have 30 to 60 bats at the beginning of the summer.1 


 
1  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-


bat-myotis-septentrionalis. Accessed March 2022. 
2  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation. 2017. Northern Long-Eared Bat 


(Myotis septentrionalis) Species Guidance. PUB ER-700. Available online: https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/er/ER0700.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 


3  Swingen, M., R. Moen, M. Walker, R. Baker, G. Nordquist, T. Catton, K. Kirschbaum, B. Dirks, and N. Dietz. 2018. Northern 
long-eared bat Roost Tree Characteristics 2015-2017. Natural Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth. 
Regents of the University of Minnesota. Technical Report NRRI/TR-2018/41. Available online: 
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/204334/NRRI-TR-2018-41.pdf?sequence=1. Accessed: February 2022. 







WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 
MAY 27, 2022 
PAGE 5 OF 18 
 


 


This species has only been identified in a few locations in North Dakota, which include forested habitat in 
the Turtle Mountains, and the riparian corridors of the Little Missouri and Missouri rivers.4 Of these known 
occurrences, the nearest documented NLEB to the Project area is greater than 180 miles away in the 
Missouri River Valley. In addition to the Missouri River Valley and the Badlands of western North Dakota, 
Gillam et al. (2015)5 document one observation of the NLEB in Fort Buford, McKenzie County, and in the 
Little Missouri National Grassland, which is located in parts of McKenzie, Billings, Slope, and Golden 
Valley counties. Minnesota records for NLEB are from the north-central and eastern half of the state, 
including Becker County, Minnesota, located approximately 40 miles east/northeast of the Project area.5,6 
Dominant vegetation types crossed by the Project consist of agricultural grain and row crops. Less than 
1 percent of the Project area is classified as forested land, and there are no large, contiguous forested 
habitats within the Project vicinity. Therefore, highly suitable NLEB habitat is not present within the 
Project area. There are no known NLEB hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the proposed 
Project (78 FR 61046),7 and no caves or mines are present within the Project area that would provide 
suitable winter habitat. 


Effects Analysis 


The Project site is within the probable range of NLEB; however, no documented occurrences of the 
species have been recorded in Cass or Richland counties, North Dakota.5 Construction of the Project is 
anticipated to occur from spring to late fall of 2024, which overlaps the active and breeding season of the 
NLEB. Less than 1 percent of the Project footprint consists of forested areas. Once construction is 
complete, approximately 1.1 acre of forested land will be retained as open land within the new permanent 
right-of-way. No forested lands are located within the aboveground facilities, contractor yards, access 
roads, or valve site locations. WBI Energy has implemented measures (e.g., avoidance of wooded areas 
to the extent possible when developing the proposed pipeline route; proposing use of the guided bore 
crossing method at select feature crossings; and reducing workspaces at contractor yards) to avoid and 
minimize impacts on vegetation including forested lands. Small patches of trees are present along 
riparian corridors, windrows, and shelterbelts, which could provide potentially suitable roosting trees. 
However, there are no large forested habitats in the vicinity of the proposed Project, and suitable habitat 
is very limited. In addition, there are no known hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the 
proposed Project. Therefore, the Project is not anticipated to have any direct or indirect impacts on the 
NLEB.  


Determination 


Due to the overall lack of suitable habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, in addition 
to no known presence of the species within Cass and Richland counties, the Project may affect, but is not 
likely to adversely affect, the NLEB. Until the USFWS review is complete, the NLEB is listed as 
“threatened” and the 4(d) rule still applies; therefore, WBI Energy completed an IPaC determination key 
for the Project (Attachment D), based on that submission the USFWS determined the activities related to 
the Project are consistent with those analyzed in the USFWS’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological 
Opinion. Given the small amount of tree clearing that will occur, and the lack of documented occurrences 


 
4  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Northern Long-eared Bat. Available online: 


https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id/bats/northern-long-eared. Accessed March 2022. 
5  Gillam, E., J.J. Nelson, and P. Barnhart. 2015. North Dakota State Bat Management Plan. North Dakota Game and Fish 


Department. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nd-state-bat-management-plan.pdf. Accessed 
April 2022. 


6  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis: Northern Long-eared Bat. Rare Species Guide. 
Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150. 
Accessed April 2022. 


7  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 
https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
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of NLEB in the Project area, the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB. Any 
impacts to NLEB would fall under the final 4(d) rule, and would not be prohibited.  


If the proposed rule to list the species is finalized, the Project will reengage with USFWS as required to 
reassess impacts. However, based on the very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres) 
and the distance to known occupied habitats (over 50 miles), it is likely that a determination of may affect, 
but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB will still be applicable. 


Dakota Skipper 


Current Status  


The Dakota skipper (DASK) was listed as threatened under the ESA in 2014. Critical habitat for DASK 
has been designated in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota (80 FR 59248). Main threats to 
DASK and its habitat include cattle grazing, haying, lack of habitat management, pesticide use, flooding, 
habitat fragmentation, isolation of populations, and prairie conversion.8 Other risks relate to climate 
change, including catastrophic drought.9 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


Within the United States, DASK has been extirpated from Illinois and Iowa, and are now only present in 
scattered isolated sites in western Minnesota, northeastern South Dakota, and the northern half of North 
Dakota.10 The Project area is within the DASK’s historical range and the species was historically 
documented within Richland County. These historical locations of known DASK observations within 
Richland County were concentrated within the northwestern and southcentral townships of the County. 
There are no recent records of the DASK in the Project area and it is now considered extirpated in 
Richland County. 


DASK inhabit two types of prairie habitat; low wet-mesic prairie with little topographic relief that occurs on 
near-shore glacial lake deposits (Type A) and dry-mesic mixed-grass prairie dominated by mixed 
bluestem (Andropogon spp.) and green needlegrasses (Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth) occurring 
primarily on rolling terrain over gravelly glacial moraine deposits (Type B).10 Both habitat types contain an 
abundance of flowering plants and alkaline soils. In dry mixed-grass prairie, DASK can be found along 
ridges and hillsides.11 


DASK complete one generation per year.11 The larvae overwinter at or below ground level. During the 
spring, the larvae emerge to complete their development. The larvae eventually pupate in June.12 Adults 
generally emerge in mid-June to early July and mate during a 2- to 4-week flight period.11, 12 Peak flight 
times occur within a span of about 10 days in early July each year.9 Females lay eggs on a range of 
broadleaf plants and grasses,12 which hatch after incubating for 7 to 20 days.11 Little bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium) is often selected for both egg laying and as a food source for larvae.12 Nectar 


 
8  Selby, G. 2006. Effects of Grazing on the Dakota Skipper Butterfly; Prairie Butterfly Status Surveys 2003-2005. Final Report. 


Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Available online: 
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/2006/2006_selby.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


9  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae), Report on the Species Status Assessment, Version 2 
- September 2018. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/155865. Accessed: March 2022. 


10  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2016. Dakota Skipper Conservation Guidelines. 


11  Cochrane, J. F., and P. Delphey. 2002. Status Assessment and Conservation Guidelines: Dakota skipper: Hesperia dacotae 
(Skinner), (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae): Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Manitoba. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/4020?Reference=4171. Accessed March 2022. 


12  Vaughan, D. M., and M. D. Shepherd. 2005. Species Profile: Hesperia dacotae. In Shepherd, M. D., D. M. Vaughan, and S. H. 
Black (Eds), Red List of Pollinator Insects of North America. CD-ROM Version 1 (May 2005). Portland, OR: The Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation. Available online: https://xerces.org/endangered-species/species-profiles/at-risk-butterflies-
moths/dakota-skipper. Accessed: January 2022. 
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sources for adults vary regionally and include purple coneflower (Echinacea sp.), blanketflowers 
(Gaillardia sp.), black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia sp.), and evening primrose (Calylophus serrulatus).11, 12 


The best available information for the presence of the DASK comes from the Population Distribution and 
Occupancy Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672) documenting species presence, species 
surveys by Royer et al. (2014),13 and from the USFWS DASK North Dakota Survey Protocol.14 The 
closest documented population to the Project area includes one site within the Sheyenne National 
Grassland complex in Ransom County; however, the status of DASK at this site is currently unknown, 
since the species was not observed during subsequent surveys. In addition, the Federal Register (79 FR 
63672) states that DASK habitat in the Sheyenne National Grassland complex have experienced 
intensive grazing, leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) invasions, and extensive herbicide use leading to 
habitat modifications and resulting in the extirpation of DASK from previously known sites. 11,15 Historical 
records of DASK have also been recorded southwest of the Project area (greater than 2 miles southwest 
of milepost 25.7) within suitable grassland habitat16; however, the Project area does not contain suitable 
DASK habitat but is largely composed of agricultural land, which comprises approximately 92 percent of 
the vegetation resources within the Project area.17 


There is no critical habitat for the species within 20 miles of the Project Area. There is one critical habitat 
site in Richland County and two critical habitat sites in Ransom County (80 FR 59248). Critical Habitat 
Unit 4, which is the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, is located in Clay County more than 20 miles from 
the Project area. North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13 are located in Richland and Ransom 
counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and southwest of the Project area, respectively.  


WBI Energy consulted with the NDPRD regarding ecological communities through the Natural Heritage 
Program and was provided a list of ecological communities within 1 mile of the Project. For the majority of 
these ecological communities, the last observations date back to the late 1990s, but consisted of the 
following: wet-mesic tallgrass prairie, wet prairie, northern reedgrass wet meadow, sand mixed-grass 
prairie, and dry-mesic tallgrass prairie. These communities are located near the Project area at mileposts 
34 to 37.  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
In the USFWS Dakota Skipper North Dakota Survey Protocol,14 suitable habitat for the DASK is defined 
as native prairies containing native grasses and diverse forbs. Croplands, non-native haylands, pastures, 
shrublands, forests, or other grasslands dominated by non-native plant species are typically not 
considered suitable for DASK. Following this guidance, suitable habitat for DASK was not documented 
within the Project area. 


DASK are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project area including 
cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 
dominated by non-native species. Overall, there is a strong correlation between DASK occurrences and 
the dominance of native grasses in habitat, which indicates that populations of DASK and their 


 
13  Royer, R.A., M.R. Royer, and E.A. Royer. 2014. Dakota Skipper Field Survey and Habitat Assessment at 12 North Dakota 


Sites during the 2014 season. Minot: Minot State University. 
14  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. 2018 Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) North Dakota Survey Protocol. Available online: 


https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd639206.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
15  Delphey, P., E. Runquist, C. Nordmeyer. 2017. Plan for the Controlled Propagation, Augmentation, and Reintroduction of 


Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae). Available online: 
https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2014/finals/2014_05j1_DakotaSkipper_report.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 


16  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Personal communication (electronic correspondence) between USFWS (J. Reinisch) and 
ERM (L. Rodman-Jaramillo) January 19, 2022. 


17  WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Wahpeton Expansion Project Draft Resource Report 3. Draft Resource Report 3 was filed with 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on March 3, 2022. 
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persistence require native grasses for survival.9 For example, Davis (2020)18 documented that pastures 
dominated by smooth brome (Bromus inermis) provide poor habitat for DASK larvae as the widely spaced 
stems are unsuitable for their shelter-building behavior. Additionally, Nordmeyer et al. (2021)19 observed 
negative effects on DASK larvae growth and survival resulting from foraging on invasive grass species, 
including smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass. Smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass were 
documented during the 2021 habitat assessment as typical species observed within the agricultural and 
grassland areas of the Project area. In addition, DASK are unlikely to use the Project area during 
dispersal as they are not known to disperse widely. DASK have a mean mobility of 3.5 (standard 
deviation = 0.7) on a scale of 0 (sedentary) to 10 (highly mobile).20, 21 Delphey et al. (2017)15 document a 
mark-recapture study where adult DASK movements were less than 984 feet (300 meters) over 3 to 
7 days, and marked adults crossed less than 656 feet (200 meters) of unsuitable habitat between two 
prairie patches, and they typically moved along ridges than across valleys. Delphey et al. (2017)15 
suggested that DASK dispersal is limited in part to their short life span and single annual flight. As a 
result, DASK extirpation from a site is likely permanent unless it is within about 0.62 mile of a site that 
generates a sufficient number of emigrants, or the species is reintroduced to a site (79 FR 63672).21 


As documented in the North Dakota summary section within the Population Distribution and Occupancy 
Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672), “although only a small fraction of all grassland in 
North Dakota has been surveyed for Dakota skippers, a significant proportion of the un-surveyed area is 
likely not suitable for Dakota skipper.” Additionally, “surveys for the Dakota skipper are typically 
conducted only in areas where floristic characteristics are indicative of their presence. New potential sites 
surveyed are generally focused on prairie habitat that appears suitable for the species and has a good 
potential of hosting the species…”  


Effects Analysis 


While DASK are not specifically known to occur within the Project area, they may be present within 
suitable habitat located outside of the Project area during the annual flight period. Outside of the flight 
period, DASK eggs and larvae would be restricted to reproductive habitats, which include native 
grassland comprising diverse forbs and bunchgrasses,14 which are not known to occur within the Project 
area. Adult DASK are generally believed to avoid areas of active disturbance21; however, they can 
traverse areas of disturbance or be driven by wind into disturbed areas. As described above, DASK are 
not known to disperse widely and have relatively low mobility15; therefore, we do not expect DASK 
dispersal within the Project area.  


The Project would involve disturbances related to the physical presence of people, development 
activities, and moving vehicles and equipment within the Project area, which may be visually or physically 
disruptive to DASK.21 There is no evidence suggesting that acoustics from the construction and operation 
of the Project would elicit a disruptive (positive or negative) behavioral response or injurious physiological 
impairment to adults or larvae of the species.21 Human presence is expected to have no effect to the egg 
or larval stages, but adult DASK could be consistently disturbed during the adult flight period. The 


 
18  Davis, K.A. 2020. The Status of Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae Skinner) in Eastern South Dakota and the Effects of Land 


Management. Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 3914. South Dakota State University. Available online: 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/3914/. Accessed March 2022. 


19  Nordmeyer, C.S., E. Runquist, and S. Stapleton. 2021. “Invasive grass negatively affects growth and survival of an imperiled 
butterfly.” Endangered Species Research 45:301–314. 


20  Burke, R., J. Fitzsimmons, and J. Kerr. 2011. “A mobility index for Canadian butterfly species based on naturalists’ knowledge.” 
Biodiversity and Conservation 20:2273–2295. 


21  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2017. Draft Final Biological Opinion on the effects to the Dakota skipper from the Antelope 
Master Development Plan: the proposed construction and operation of 49 oil and gas wells on 9 well pads in McKenzie County, 
North Dakota. USFWS Reference # 2017-F-0081. Available online:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nfs/11558/www/nepa/104208_FSPLT3_4274833.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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disturbance could cause individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of 
adults. These direct and indirect effects on DASK are those with the potential to occur if the Project area 
contained suitable DASK habitat and species’ presence; however, we do not expect these effects on 
DASK for the proposed Project.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 
forbs that are food sources for DASK.21 Noxious weeds were observed concurrently with wetland and 
waterbody surveys and were not timed to coincide with any specific morphological state. Weed species 
identified during surveys were limited to one species—Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). Weed control 
measures, including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative 
measures (e.g., flagging existing noxious weed infestations, cleaning equipment, segregating topsoil; and 
implementing reclamation following FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance 
Plan [FERC Plan]22 and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures [FERC 
Procedures]),23 and implementing treatment methods will be incorporated into the Project to reduce the 
threat of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 


After soil is cleared in disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the right-of-way and additional 
temporary workspace (ATWS) in accordance with the FERC Plan, revegetation efforts would include 
using seed mixes approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), or landowners, and 
would provide habitat for the DASK while reducing habitat fragmentation along the Project alignment. 
Based on recommendations provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes designed 
for reseeding land in accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.24 Table 2 provides the NRCS-approved seed mixes for 
lands crossed by the Project. In addition to those species listed in Table 2, the NRCS also suggested 
adding 10 pounds of oats per acre to serve as a companion or nurse crop, which would reduce erosion 
and weed competition.  


Table 2: Proposed Upland Seed Mixes for Lands Crossed by the Project 


Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 


North Dakota Department of Transportation Mix 


Western wheatgrass 
Pascopyrum smithii (Rydb.) A. Love 


9.6 20 


Switchgrass 
Panicum virgatum L 


1.6 20 


Green needlegrass 
Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth 


3.6 20 


Canada wild-rye 
Elymus canadensis 


5.2 20 


 
22  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan. Available online: 


https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/upland-erosion-control-revegetation-maintenance-plan.pdf. Accessed March 
2022.  


23  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. Available 
online: https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/wetland-waterbody-construction-mitigation-procedures.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 


24  North Dakota Department of Transportation. 2020. Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. Available online: 
https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/environmental/docs/supspecs/2020%20Standard%20Specifications%20for%20Road%20and
%20Bridge%20Construction.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 


Slender wheatgrass 
Elymus trachycaulus 


5.0 20 


Total 25.0 100 


Note: Lbs/Acre = pounds per acre; PLS = pure live seed 


Determination 


Due to the overall lack of suitable DASK habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, as 
well as the species’ poor dispersal abilities, and the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures 
(e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), the Project may affect, but is 
not likely to adversely affect, DASK or its habitat. 


Poweshiek Skipperling 


Current Status 


Poweshiek skipperling is listed as endangered under the ESA. Critical habitat for the Poweshiek 
skipperling occurs in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin (80 FR 
59248). North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the closest critical habitat to the Project, 
are located in Richland County approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area, 
respectively. Critical Habitat Units 4, 18, and 11, which are the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, are 
located in Clay and Wilkin counties more than 20 miles from the Project. Similar to the threats identified 
for DASK, main threats to Poweshiek skipperling and its habitat include cattle grazing, habitat loss, 
habitat fragmentation and isolation of populations, and periods of prolonged drought.25, 26 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The Project area is within the Poweshiek skipperling’s historical range. There are historical records from 
16 sites in seven of North Dakota’s counties, including Cass and Richland counties, for this species. The 
most recent observation of Poweshiek skipperling within its historical range in North Dakota was in 
2001.26 The NDGFD document that this species is rare and believed to be extirpated in North Dakota and 
the USFWS document that Poweshiek skipperling may have been extirpated from the Dakotas, 
Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years.27 The USFWS designated critical habitat for the Poweshiek 
skipperling is located in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin. There is 
no designated critical habitat within 20 miles of the Project area.  


Historically, the Poweshiek skipperling was distributed throughout tallgrass and mixed-grass prairie 
habitats of Illinois and Iowa in the south, to Michigan in the east, North Dakota and South Dakota in the 
west, and southern Manitoba in the north.28 The Poweshiek skipperling has undergone rangewide 
declines in number of individuals and the location of populations and may have been extirpated from the 


 
25  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Oarisma poweshiek: Poweshiek Skipperling. Rare Species Guide. 


Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IILEP57010. Accessed: 
March 2022. 


26  Selby, G. 2010. Status assessment update (2010): Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek (Parker)) (Lepidoptera: 
Hesperiidae). Prepared for Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Bloomington, 
MN. 29 p. 


27  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. No Date. Oarisma poweshiek. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/poweshiek-
skipperling-oarisma-poweshiek. Accessed: March 2022. 


28  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Draft Recovery Plan for the Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek). Available 
online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/POSK%20Draft%20Recovery%20Plan_06152021_508%20compliant.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 
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Dakotas, Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years. Poweshiek skipperling populations are now known 
only from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Manitoba.29, 30 


Poweshiek skipperling inhabit remnant prairie habitats including prairie fens, grassy lake and stream 
margins, moist meadows, sedge meadows, and wet-to-dry prairies with hillsides. Primary habitat plant 
species for Poweshiek skipperling include bluestem and purple coneflower.28  


Poweshiek skipperling complete one generation per year, including a single flight period lasting 2 to 4 
weeks. Adult Poweshiek skipperling emerge from mid-June to early July when they rely on high-quality 
nectar from flowers for feeding and a source of healthy and abundant host plants for egg laying.31 Nectar 
plants vary geographically; nectar sources documented in North Dakota include smooth ox-eye (Heliopsis 
helianthoides) and purple coneflower.32 Plant sources for egg laying and larval food include prairie 
dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis), little bluestem, sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and sedges 
(Carex spp.). Poweshiek skipperling overwinter as larvae above ground dependent on blades and/or 
stems of host plants; therefore, this species also requires suitable microclimate conditions for shelter 
during winter.28 WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in 
the fall of 2021. Suitable habitat for Poweshiek skipperling was not documented within the Project area; 
however, there is historically documented potential habitat outside of the Project area. Poweshiek 
skipperling are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project including 
cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 
dominated by non-native species.31  


Determination 


Due to the lack of suitable habitat and the likelihood that this species has been extirpated from the 
state,27 WBI Energy has determined that the Project will have no effect on Poweshiek skipperling. Due to 
the distance between the Project and designated critical habitat, the Project is not anticipated to have an 
effect on Poweshiek skipperling critical habitat. 


Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 


Current Status 


The western prairie fringed orchid (WPFO) is listed as threatened under the ESA. Identified threats to the 
WPFO throughout its range include woody encroachment, invasive plant species, siltation, erosion, 
altered fire regimes, land use/management changes (e.g., conversion of remnant prairie to cropland), and 
the use of herbicides and insecticides.33  


 
29  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System. Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 


poweshiek). Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161. Accessed March 2022. 
30  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 


https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
31  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) Species Needs Assessment. Bloomington, 


MN. Available online: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/Poweshiek%20Skipperling%20Species%20Needs%20Assessment_508%20compliant
.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


32  Swengel, A. B., and S. R. Swengel. 1999. “Observations of prairie skippers (Oarisma poweshiek, Hesperia dacotae, H. ottoe, 
H. leonardus pawnee, and Atrytone arogos iowa) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) in Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota during 
1988-1997.” The Great Lakes Entomologist 32:267–292. 


33  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2009. Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 5-Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. Bloomington, 
MN. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/five_year_review/doc2412.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The WPFO is found in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and North Dakota. In North Dakota, 
the WPFO distribution is confined to Richland and Ransom counties. The USFWS 2020 5-year review on 
the WPFO indicates that since 200933 there has been one new population discovered, and nine 
populations are now considered extirpated (primarily concentrated within the Sheyenne National 
Grassland) by the North Dakota Natural Heritage Program, as no orchids have been observed since 1995 
or the habitat is no longer suitable.33 The Sheyenne National Grassland is located more than 8 miles 
west/southwest of the Project area. Natural heritage data provided by the NDPRD documented one 
historical record (observation greater than 35 years ago) of the WPFO within 1 mile of the Project area to 
the east of milepost 30.4. The Project area is within the WPFO historical range. Based on USFWS 5-year 
species review, the WPFO has not been regularly surveyed outside of the Sheyenne National Grassland 
in North Dakota since the 1990s. 


This species is found almost exclusively in remnant native plant communities.34 In North Dakota, the 
WPFO most frequently occurs in sedge meadow communities on the Glacial Sheyenne Delta as well as 
the tallgrass prairie community classified as the Midland Grassland habitat type.35 Associated plant 
species include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) and little bluestem, several sedge species, 
switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and prairie sandreed (Calamovilfa longifolia).36 WPFO habitat conditions 
vary across its geographic range; however, one common factor thought to influence the growth of this 
species is groundwater depth. In southeastern North Dakota, preferred habitat for the species includes 
northern wet prairie, northern mesic prairie, and prairie wet meadows. The populations of WPFO found 
within the Sheyenne National Grassland are located in sedge meadows associated with lowland 
depressions, called swales.37 


The WPFO relies on its relationship with mycorrhizal soil fungi for seed germination and seedling 
development. This species has been documented emerging as early as late-March in southwestern 
Minnesota and senescence generally occurs in late September or earlier if the soil moisture is abnormally 
low. Peak flowering typically occurs from early to mid-July. The WPFO is also reliant on sphinx moth 
populations for seed production.34  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
The WPFO was not documented during the field surveys; however, surveys were not conducted during 
the peak blooming season for this species. Suitable habitat for the WPFO such as prairie and sedge 
meadows and associated native prairie plant species (e.g., big and little bluestem, sedges, switchgrass, 
and prairie sandreed) were not observed in the Project area. The WPFO is not likely to be present in the 
dominant vegetation found within the Project area—including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, 
non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  


As indicated on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (MNDNR) site,34 conservation efforts for 
the WPFO should be directed toward protecting “high quality, intact, native habitat,” which further indicate 
the specialized habitat that the WPFO is dependent upon and that is not present within the Project area. 


 
34  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Platanthera praeclara: Western Prairie Fringed Orchid. Rare Species 


Guide. Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y0S0. 
Accessed: March 2022. 


35  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1996. Platanthera praeclara (Western Prairie Fringed Orchid) Recovery Plan. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Ft. Snelling, MN. Available online: https://puc.sd.gov/commission/dockets/HydrocarbonPipeline/2014/HP14-
002/rstexhibit/24.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


36  Sieg, C.H., and A.J. Bjugstad. 1994. “Five years of following the western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) on the 
Sheyenne National Grassland, North Dakota.” North Amer. Prairie Conf. 13:141–146. Available online: 
https://library.ndsu.edu/ir/bitstream/handle/10365/3242/634sie92.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y. Accessed: March 2022. 


37  Wolken, P.M., C.H. Sieg, and S.E. Williams. 2001. “Quantifying suitable habitat of the threatened western prairie fringed 
orchid.” Journal of Range Management 54:611–616. 
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Further noted on the MNDNR’s site,34 annual haying can present problems for long-term WPFO survival, 
particularly if the haying occurs prior to seed capsule maturation; the WPFO reproduces entirely by seed, 
and annual mowing could lead to reproductive failure and eventually population collapse.34 Given that the 
majority of land in the Project area is agricultural, which would include utilizing methods such as haying 
and mowing, the WPFO is not likely to be present within the Project area.  


Effects Analysis 


The majority of the land in the Project area is agricultural (approximately 92 percent), which includes 
rotated croplands. Limited areas of scrub-shrub and forested wetlands are found within the Project area. 
Construction of the proposed pipeline will require clearing and grading of the temporary right-of-way, 
which will temporarily impact vegetation communities. The permanent right-of-way will be maintained as 
cropland or other herbaceous and shrub vegetation communities while the remaining temporary 
workspace along the construction right-of-way and any ATWS areas will be allowed to revert to 
preconstruction conditions. Implementation of the measures specified in the FERC Plan and the FERC 
Procedures will minimize Project-related impacts on affected vegetation communities.  


Following construction, WBI Energy will revegetate disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the 
right-of-way and ATWS in accordance with the FERC Plan using seed mixes approved by the NRCS or 
landowners. Revegetation will provide protection against erosion. In areas where final grade and cleanup 
is completed during active construction, WBI Energy will comply with the timelines for seeding identified in 
the FERC Plan (weather and soil conditions permitting) or as recommended by the NRCS or Farm 
Service Agency (subject to approval by landowners). Timely restoration of the construction right-of-way, 
reseeding with the appropriate seed mixes, and the use of effective erosion control measures will 
minimize the duration of vegetation disturbance. 


Construction and operation impacts on wetland vegetation will be minimized by implementing the 
measures identified in the FERC Plan and the FERC Procedures.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 
forbs and grasses, which provide habitat for the WPFO. Weed control measures, as described above, 
including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative measures, and 
implementing treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat of 
introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 


Determination 


After soil is cleared in non-agricultural grassland areas, revegetation efforts would include reseeding 
using an NRCS-approved seed mix including native species and would reduce habitat fragmentation 
along the Project alignment. Because noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native forbs 
and grasses, WBI Energy would implement weed control measures to reduce the threat of introducing or 
spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Based on recommendations 
provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes (Table 2) designed for reseeding land in 
accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard Specifications for Road 
and Bridge Construction.24 Due to the lack of suitable habitat for the WPFO, including intact prairie and 
sedge meadows (swales) and associated native plant species, and the implementation of the proposed 
mitigation measures (e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), WBI 
Energy has determined that the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the WPFO. 
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CANDIDATE SPECIES 


Monarch Butterfly 


Current Status 


The monarch butterfly is a candidate species under the ESA and not yet listed or proposed for listing. 
Candidate species are plants and animals for which the USFWS has sufficient information on their 
biological status and threats to propose them as endangered or threatened under the ESA, but for which 
development of a proposed listing regulation is precluded by other higher priority listing activities. 
Candidate species receive no statutory protection under the ESA.38  


Two North American populations, including migratory populations east and west of the Rocky Mountains, 
have been monitored at their overwintering sites since the mid-1990s. Monarch butterflies found east of 
the Rocky Mountains, including breeding populations found in North Dakota, migrate south or southwest 
to mountainous overwintering grounds in central Mexico.39 While populations normally fluctuate from 
year-to-year, data indicate population declines over the last two decades.40 Threats associated with these 
declines include habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide use on milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host plants, 
and changing climate.41 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


In general, habitat requirements for monarch populations include specific quantities and optimal quality of 
milkweed and breeding season nectar sources; however, the specific optimal amount of habitat and its 
spatial distribution are unknown.40  


The monarch life cycle varies geographically. Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and the 
larvae emerge after 2 to 5 days. The larvae then develop and feed on the milkweed over a period of 9 to 
18 days. The larvae pupate into chrysalis and 6 to 14 days later emerge as an adult butterfly. There are 
multiple generations of monarchs produced during the breeding season; where most adult butterflies live 
2 to 5 weeks, overwintering adults enter into reproductive diapause (suspended reproduction) and live 
6 to 9 months.40  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
While field surveys were not conducted during the peak blooming season for milkweed species, 
surveyors documented potentially suitable habitat, including small numbers of common milkweed, for the 
monarch within the Project area. About 10 species of native milkweed can be found in North Dakota and 
additional milkweed species and/or milkweed populations are likely present within the Project area near 
ditches and woodland edges.42 Monarch butterflies and their suitable habitat are not likely to be present in 
the dominant vegetation found within the Project including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-
native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  


 
38  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Candidate Conservation. Available online: 


https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/candidate-conservation. Accessed March 2022. 
39  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Pollinators. Monarch Butterfly. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/pollinators. 


Accessed: March 2022. 
40  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Monarch (Danaus plexippus) Species Status Assessment Report, version 2.1. Available 


online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/191345. Accessed: March 2022. 
41  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Monarchs. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators/monarchs. 


Accessed: March 2022. 
42  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Milkweeds and Monarchs. Authors and Contributors: Ron Wilson. Available 


online: https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jun/milkweeds-monarchs. Accessed: March 2022. 







WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 
MAY 27, 2022 
PAGE 15 OF 18 
 


 


Effects Analysis 


Direct and indirect effects on the monarch butterfly would be visual or physical disturbances from physical 
presence of people, development activities, and moving vehicles. The disturbance could cause 
individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of adults.  


The Project has the potential to impact habitat, including nectar-bearing wildflowers, on which adult 
monarch butterflies might feed. The Project’s permanent impacts on vegetation will be associated with 
aboveground facilities, permanent access roads, and the maintained pipeline right-of-way. Peripheral 
workspace and the majority of the workspace for the pipeline system will be returned to preconstruction 
conditions and allowed to revegetate, resulting in only temporary habitat impacts. Where losses of 
potential habitat are permanent, including about 3.4 acres for the aboveground facilities, less than 1 acre 
for the valve sites, and about 1 acre for the permanent access roads, it is expected that similar adjacent 
available habitat could be utilized, should the species be present.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can outcompete native 
forbs that provide food and/or sources for egg laying for the monarch butterfly. Weed control measures, 
as described above, and treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat 
of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Therefore, 
due to the overall lack of suitable monarch butterfly habitat within the Project area, and the 
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to 
be minor. 


OTHER FEDERALLY PROTECTED RESOURCES 


Migratory Birds 


Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA; Title 16 United States Code 
Sections 703–711). The MBTA protects native migratory birds and their eggs and active nests. The 
MBTA prohibits intentionally taking, possessing, transporting, selling, or purchasing migratory birds and 
their parts, nests, or eggs without a valid permit. 


Executive Order (EO) 13186 (66 FR 3853), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory 
Birds, directs federal agencies to identify where unintentional take is likely to have a measurable negative 
effect on migratory bird populations and to avoid or minimize adverse impacts on migratory birds through 
enhanced collaboration with the USFWS. In March 2011, FERC and the USFWS finalized a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to implement EO 13186. The MOU “focuses on avoiding or 
minimizing adverse impacts on migratory birds and strengthening migratory bird conservation through 
enhanced collaboration.” Conservation of migratory bird habitats, avoiding or minimizing take of migratory 
birds, and developing effective mitigation measures to restore or enhance habitats on lands affected by 
an energy project are several obligatory elements in the MOU with emphasis on, but not exclusive to, the 
Birds of Conservation Concern. It also states that emphasis should be placed on species of concern, 
priority habitats, and key risk factors, and it prohibits the direct take of any migratory bird without 
authorization from the USFWS.  


A variety of migratory bird species may occur seasonally along the proposed pipeline route. The Project is 
within the Central Flyway for migratory birds.43, 44 Potential impacts on nesting migratory bird species 


 
43  National Audubon Society. No Date. Flyways of the Americas. Available online: https://www.audubon.org/birds/flyways. 


Accessed March 2022. 
44  Dubovsky, J.A., compiler. 2020. Central Flyway harvest and population survey data book 2020. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 


Lakewood CO. 
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include the following: habitat fragmentation; loss of wooded habitat; temporary removal of vegetation in 
grasslands, which could cause nesting species to relocate to other suitable habitat; and noise generated 
during construction, which could disturb nesting birds if present. Direct impacts on species include the 
potential for mortality or injury during construction from destruction of ground nests or vehicle collisions. 
Construction of the Project is planned to begin in the spring of 2024 subject to receipt of necessary 
permits and regulatory approvals, which could overlap with the migratory bird nesting season. To 
minimize impacts in areas where clearing cannot occur prior to the migratory bird nesting season, WBI 
Energy will conduct ground-based surveys within areas identified as open land for nesting birds prior to 
clearing of the right-of-way. If nests are identified during surveys, an appropriate buffer would be 
established based on the species and site-specific conditions. Construction activities in these areas could 
resume when the chicks have fledged or the nest is determined inactive. In areas where clearing occurs 
prior to migratory bird nesting but construction does not occur right after clearing, the construction area 
will be maintained (as needed) to avoid the regrowth of potential nesting habitat. 


After construction is complete, WBI Energy will restore the right-of-way as near as practical to 
preconstruction condition in accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. Cropland will be restored to 
active agricultural production and other areas will be revegetated using methods and seed mixes 
appropriate to existing land use, cover type, or landowner preference. WBI Energy anticipates that the 
Project area, with the exception of forested areas on the maintained operational right-of-way and 
permanent aboveground facilities, will return to preconstruction conditions over time. Consequently, the 
Project will not permanently alter the character of available habitats for migratory birds. 


Routine vegetation clearing for maintenance of the permanent right-of-way will be conducted in 
accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. The FERC Plan and Procedures do not allow routine 
vegetation maintenance clearing more frequently than once every 3 years with the exception of a 10-foot-
wide corridor centered over the pipeline, which can be maintained annually in an herbaceous state to 
facilitate periodic corrosion and leak surveys. Routine maintenance clearing will not occur between April 
15 and August 1 of any year, as specified in section VII.A.5 of the FERC Plan. However, the majority of 
the route is cropland or has low growing vegetation, which allows for regular inspection without regular 
clearing. In wetlands, the FERC Procedures allow for selective cutting of trees greater than 15 feet in 
height within 15 feet of the pipeline. As noted above, WBI Energy anticipates that the need for routine 
vegetation maintenance will be infrequent and limited to specific locations such as areas around pipeline 
markers and at road crossings.  


Based on the relatively limited extent of the proposed disturbance within the broader landscape and with 
the implementation of the proposed mitigation and restoration measures, no substantial changes in 
migratory bird habitat availability or suitability are anticipated as a result of the Project. As such, the 
Project is not expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds. 


Eagles 


The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA; Title 16 United States Code Section 668), provides 
additional protection to bald eagles and golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). The BGEPA prohibits the 
take, possession, sale, barter, offer to sell, purchase, transport, export, or import of any bald or golden 
eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest, or egg unless allowed by permit. “Take” under the BGEPA 
is defined as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest or disturb.” Disturb 
is defined as “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, 
based on the best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, 
by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior” (72 FR 
31131). If a proposed project or action would occur in areas where nesting, feeding, or roosting eagles 
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occur, then project proponents may need to take additional conservation measures to achieve 
compliance with the BGEPA. The BGEPA includes limited exceptions to its prohibitions through a 
permitting process, including exceptions to take bald or golden eagle nests that interfere with resource 
development or recovery operations. 


Golden eagle range and nesting habitat is concentrated in southwestern North Dakota. WBI Energy 
reviewed golden eagle nest habitat range data available from the NDGFD, which shows there is no nest 
habitat for golden eagles crossed by the Project. Therefore, the proposed Project is not expected to affect 
golden eagles. 


Bald eagle status in North Dakota include both year-round and migratory populations, where they are 
typically found near large rivers and lakes or wetlands bordered by mature stands of trees (e.g., 
cottonwood [Populus deltoids]). Bald eagle nests are usually found within the top quarter of tall, living 
trees found within 1.2 miles of water.7 However, Johnson (2009)45 documented that bald eagles 
historically have utilized atypical habitats in North Dakota. The landscape surrounding nests across the 
state have varied from forested landscapes to open, prairie habitat. Nests have historically been found in 
a single tree or shelterbelt surrounded by agriculture.45 WBI Energy reviewed bald eagle nest location 
data provided by the USFWS and NDGFD. Five bald eagle nest locations were identified within 2 miles of 
the Project area including:  


 One northeast of the proposed Kost contractor yard, which is located along the Sheyenne River and 
near the city of Riverside (West Fargo), North Dakota; 


 Two located southwest of the proposed pipeline milepost 25.7, approximately 1.4 and 1.7 miles away 
from the proposed centerline; 


 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 38, approximately 1.9 miles away from the 
proposed centerline; and 


 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 59.7, approximately 1.7 miles away, which is 
located along the Red River.  


Incidental on-the-ground raptor nest surveys were conducted during wetland and waterbody surveys 
(limited to the 300-foot-wide wetland/waterbody survey corridor), during which no nesting activity for bald 
eagles was observed. If a bald eagle nest is identified near the Project area, WBI Energy will implement 
the measures described in the USFWS 2007 National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to avoid and 
minimize impacts on nesting bald eagles.46 The proposed Project is not expected to affect bald eagles. 


SUMMARY/CLOSING 


WBI Energy is providing this analysis in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 
Based on the above analysis, we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely to adversely affect 
the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; the Project will have no effect on the Poweshiek skipperling; and Project 
impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to 
result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden 
or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or 
comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species discussed in this letter.  


 
45  Johnson, S. 2009. North Dakota Bald Eagle Nest Summary. North Dakota Game and Fish Department. December 2009. 


Available online: https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/ND/ND_Bald_Eagle_Nest_Summary_2009.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 


46  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. May 2007. Available online: 
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines_0.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.   


Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 


Sincerely, 


 
Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 


Enclosures: Attachment A: General Project Description and Project Overview Map 


Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 


Attachment C: IPaC Official Species List 


Attachment D: NLEB Determination Key 


 


cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 


Maggie Suter, ERM 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 


RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


Minimum Filing Requirements: Addressed in Section: 
1. Describe and provide location maps of all jurisdictional facilities, including all 


aboveground facilities associated with the project (such as meter stations, pig 
launchers/receivers, valves) to be constructed, modified, abandoned, replaced, 
or removed, including related construction and operational support activities 
and areas such as maintenance bases, staging areas, communications towers, 
power lines, and new access roads (roads to be built or modified).  As relevant, 
the report must describe the length and diameter of the pipeline, the types of 
aboveground facilities that would be installed, and associated land 
requirements.  It must also identify other companies that must construct 
jurisdictional facilities related to the project, where the facilities would be 
located, and where they are in the Commission’s approval process. —Title 18 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part (§) 380.12(c)(1) 


Section 1.1; figure 1.1.2-1; appendix 1A; 
and appendix 1B 


2. Identify and describe all non-jurisdictional facilities, including auxiliary facilities 
that will be built in association with the project, including facilities to be built by 
other companies. 
i. Provide the following information: 


a. a brief description of each facility, including as appropriate: 
ownership, land requirements, gas consumption, megawatt size, 
construction status, and an update of the latest status of federal, 
state, and local permits/approvals; 


b. the length and diameter of any interconnecting pipeline; 
c. current 1:24,000/1:25,000 scale topographic maps showing the 


location of the facilities; 
d. correspondence with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 


Officer or duly authorized Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for tribal 
lands regarding whether properties eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places would be affected; 


e. correspondence with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (and 
National Marine Fisheries Service, if appropriate) regarding potential 
impacts of the proposed facility on federally listed threatened and 
endangered species; and 


f. for facilities within a designated coastal zone management area, a 
consistency determination or evidence that the owner has requested 
a consistency determination from the state's coastal zone 
management program. 


ii. Address each of the following factors and indicate which ones, if any, 
appear to indicate the need for the Commission to do an environmental 
review of project-related non-jurisdictional facilities. 
a. whether or not the regulated activity comprises “merely a link” in a 


corridor type project (e.g., a transportation or utility transmission 
project) 


b. whether there are aspects of the non-jurisdictional facility in the 
immediate vicinity of the regulated activity which uniquely determine 
the location and configuration of the regulated activity 


c. the extent to which the entire project will be within the Commission's 
jurisdiction 


d. the extent of cumulative federal control and responsibility. 
—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(2)  


Section 1.7 







 


 


3. Provide the following maps and photos: 
i. Current, original United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute series 


topographic maps or maps of equivalent detail, covering at least a 0.5-
mile-wide corridor centered on the pipeline, with integer mileposts 
identified, showing the location of rights-of-way, new access roads, other 
linear construction areas, compressor stations, and pipe storage areas.  
Show nonlinear construction areas on maps at a scale of 1:3,600 or larger 
keyed graphically and by milepost to the right-of-way maps. 


ii. Original aerial images or photographs or photo-based alignment sheets 
based on these sources, not more than 1 year old (unless older ones 
accurately depict current land use and development) and with a scale of 
1:6,000 or larger, showing the proposed pipeline route and location of 
major aboveground facilities, covering at least a 0.5-mile-wide corridor, 
and including mileposts.  Older images/photographs/alignment sheets 
should be modified to show any residences not depicted in the original.  
Alternative formats (e.g., blue-line prints of acceptable resolution) need 
prior approval by the environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 


iii. In addition to the copy required under 18 Code of Federal Regulations 
(“CFR”) §157.6(a)(2) of this chapter, applicant should send two additional 
copies of topographic maps and aerial images/photographs directly to the 
environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 


—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(3) 


Appendix 1A; appendix 1B; construction 
alignment sheets 


4. When new or additional compression is proposed, include large scale (1:3,600 
or greater) plot plans of each compressor station.  The plot plan should 
reference a readily identifiable point(s) on the United States Geological Survey 
maps required in paragraph (c)(3) of this section.  The maps and plot plans 
must identify the location of the nearest noise-sensitive areas (schools, 
hospitals, or residences) within 1 mile of the compressor station, existing and 
proposed compressor and auxiliary buildings, access roads, and the limits of 
areas that would be permanently disturbed—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(4). 


Not Applicable 


5.  
i. Identify facilities to be abandoned, and state how they would be 


abandoned, how the site would be restored, who would own the site or 
right-of-way after abandonment, and who would be responsible for any 
facilities abandoned in place. 


ii. When the right-of-way or the easement would be abandoned, identify 
whether landowners were given the opportunity to request that the 
facilities on their property, including foundations and below ground 
components, be removed.  Identify any landowners whose preferences the 
company does not intend to honor, and the reasons therefore. 


—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5)—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5) 


Not Applicable 


6. Describe and identify by milepost, proposed construction and restoration 
methods to be used in areas of rugged topography, residential areas, active 
croplands, sites where the pipeline would be located parallel to and under 
roads, and sites where explosives are likely to be used.—18 CFR 
§ 380.12(c)(6) 


Section 1.3 


7. Unless provided in response to Resource Report 5, describe estimated 
workforce requirements, including the number of pipeline construction spreads, 
average workforce requirements for each construction spread and meter or 
compressor station, estimated duration of construction from initial clearing to 
final restoration, and number of personnel to be hired to operate the proposed 
project.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(7) 


Section 1.2 


8. Describe reasonably foreseeable plans for future expansion of facilities, 
including additional land requirements and the compatibility of those plans with 
the current proposal.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(8) 


Section 1.6 


9. Describe all authorizations required to complete the proposed action and the 
status of applications for such authorizations.  Identify environmental mitigation 
requirements specified in any permit or proposed in any permit application to 
the extent not specified elsewhere in this section.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(9) 


Section 1.8 and table 1.8-1 


10. Provide the names and mailing addresses of all affected landowners specified 
in 18 CFR §157.6(d) and certify that all affected landowners will be notified as 
required in 18 CFR §157.6(d).—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(10) 


Section 1.9; appendix 1G (filed under 
separate cover as Controlled 
Unclassified Information / Privileged and 
Confidential [CUI//PRIV]) 


Additional Information:  







 


 


Provide plot/site plans of all other aboveground facilities that are not completely 
within the right-of-way. 


Appendix 1E (filed under separate cover 
as Controlled Unclassified Information / 
Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information[CUI//CEII]; additional facility 
plot/site plans to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 


Provide detailed typical construction right-of-way cross-section diagrams showing 
information such as widths and relative locations of existing rights-of-way, new 
permanent right-of-way, and temporary construction right-of-way 


Appendix 1C (typical right-of-way cross 
section diagrams to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 


Summarize the total acreage of land affected by construction and operation of the 
Project. 


Section 1.1.3 and table 1.1-3 


Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s November 17, 2021 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 
1. Provide all applicable agency correspondence.  This includes letters, meeting 


notes, phone logs, and/or emails where substantive information has been 
discussed or received from relevant federal, state, and local agencies, and 
federally recognized Native American tribes. 


Section 1.8.  Copies of Agency 
Correspondence are included in 
applicable appendices of each resource 
report. 


2. Provide the status of environmental and cultural resources surveys.  Where 
surveys are pending, identify the anticipated completion date and the reason for 
incomplete surveys (for example, landowner access denied). 


The status of environmental surveys is 
discussed in sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of 
Resource Report 2 and in section 3.6 of 
Resource Report 3; the status of cultural 
surveys is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 
of Resource Report 4. 


3. Clarify whether the demand for natural gas service in Kindred and Wahpeton, 
North Dakota is for residential, commercial, or industrial uses. 


Section 1.1.1 


4. Many railroad operators require 24-hour installation of pipelines which cross 
railroads (i.e., boring under the railroad must continue without stopping until the 
railroad is crossed). Clarify if 24-hour construction would be required at any 
railroad crossing. 


Section 1.3.2.3 


5. Clarify if trench dewatering or any other additional activities (beyond those 
listed) may be required up to 24-hours a day. Clarify if lost workdays due to 
poor weather or anticipated poor weather (or any other additional 
circumstances) would result in work on Sundays and/or seven days per week. 


Section 1.2 


6. WBI Energy indicates that farm taps may be installed.   Indicate: 
i. if the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy and if they would be 


within the permanent easement and require new access roads; 
ii. what the tap facility would consist of (e.g., fenced, aboveground, 


belowground); 
iii. when and how the locations for the farm taps would be decided (including 


mapping as appropriate); and 
iv. any impacts that would occur on resources, and measures to be 


implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts. 


Section 1.1.3.5 


7. Clarify whether there is potential to partially overlap the construction right-of-
way with abutting rights-of-way in collocated segments. 


Section 1.1.3.1 


8. Clarify the pipeline depth of cover at ditches, which was reported as both 15 
feet (section 1.3.2.1) and 6 feet (section 1.3.2.3). 


Sections 1.3.1.4, 1.3.2.1, and 1.3.2.3 


9. Clarify how roads affected by construction would be returned to as good or 
better condition (e.g., using pre-construction video or photo documentation). 


Section 1.3.2.3 


10. Include details regarding proposed cathodic protection facilities including 
location, dimensions, and type. 


Section 1.1.2.1 


11. In the description of horizontal directional drills (HDD), clarify the specific 
diameter of trees that would not be cut during guide wire installation. Also, 
discuss the feasibility of not removing any woody vegetation during placement 
of the guide wires for an HDD. 


Section 1.3.2.1 


12. Ensure the United States Geological Survey mapping in appendix 1A includes 
mileposts. 


Section 1.2.2 







 


 


13. Provide the following information for all non-jurisdictional facilities: 
i. company/owner; 
ii. type of facility; 
iii. dimensions (pipe diameter, length, dimensions, horsepower, etc., as 


appropriate for any pipelines and land area for other facilities); 
iv. as applicable, maps showing locations of existing facilities and any 


proposed relocations of those existing facilities; and 
v. federal, state, and local permits required and their status, along with any 


surveys conducted. 


Section 1.7 


Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s April 4, 2022 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 
1. Indicate if communication towers would be utilized for the planned Project, and 


if so include the applicable information in the appropriate resource reports. 
Section 1.1.2.2 


2. Specify whether block valves would be automatic shut-off or remote controlled. Section 1.1.2.2 
3. Ensure appendix 1A topographic maps depict all access roads. The topographic maps in appendix 1A 


include access roads. 
4. Indicate whether non-jurisdictional facilities, such as power or communication 


facilities, would be needed at valves and pig launchers/receivers.  As applicable 
and if available, include actual or estimated details for non-jurisdictional 
facilities such as corridor lengths and widths, pipeline diameters, land 
requirements, survey status, permitting agencies and status, and maps. 


Section 1.7 


5. Include the size of individual construction workspaces for block valves 2, 4, 5, 
and 6 in table 1.1-3.  Clarify whether during operations these block valves 
would be wholly contained within the 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-way. 


Section 1.1.3 includes a revised table. 


6. Clarify whether well pointing would be needed and if it would occur between 
7:00 pm and 7:00 am. 


Section 1.2 


7. Specify how close (in feet) extra workspaces would be located relative to the 
wetlands described in table 1.3-1 and provide detailed justification as to why the 
workspaces cannot be offset from the wetland boundary by 50 feet.  Describe 
whether there is an alternative to locating extra workspace within the wetland at 
milepost (MP) 36.1 and provide detailed justification if it cannot be relocated. 


See section 1.3 for revised table 1.3-1. 


8. Provide periodic updates to table 1.8-1 as permits, approvals, or consultations 
are obtained/completed. 


See section 1.8 for updated table 1.8-1. 


9. Include a draft Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter Conditions 
which also addresses how plowing of snow would avoid disturbance of soil 
underneath. 


Section 1.2 clarifies that no winter 
construction is planned.  Section 1.3 has 
been revised to remove references to 
snow plowing. 


10. Include in Resource Reports 1 or 6, or in the Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan: 
a. a table listing bore lengths, depths, setbacks (on both sides) from sensitive 


resources (e.g., wetlands, waterbodies), and estimated duration of boring 
operations; 


b. for each bore crossing of perennial waterbodies or wetlands, provide 
subsurface geology and soils data and site-specific risk and feasibility 
assessments for each bore based on desktop resources; 


c. an indication of what instrumentation would be used such as down-hole 
annular pressure tools; and 


d. bore pit dewatering discussion/typical drawings of dewatering devices. 


Section 1.3.2.2 and appendix 6C 
address comment 10.a. 
 
Section 6.7 and appendix 6C address 
comment 10.b. 
 
Section 1.3.2.2 addresses comments 
10.c and 10.d. 


11. Revise the list of individual landowners in appendix 1G to include parcel 
identification numbers that can be matched to the parcel identification numbers 
depicted on the alignment sheets.  


See revised appendix 1G which includes 
a separate list of parcel numbers 
matched to landowner names. 


12. Include figures that illustrate each contractor yard.  Each figure should depict 
the boundary of the yard at a scale of 0.5-inch = 500 feet (1:12,000) on an 
aerial image.  Include the boundaries of any sensitive resources (waterbodies, 
wetlands, and cultural resources) using appropriate filing designations (e.g., 
CUI//PRIV – DO NOT RELEASE).  Clarify the bounds and process if contractor 
yards would be restored “to a condition as specified in landowner agreements.”  


See revised appendix 1B. 







 


 


13. Appendix 1B – Update all alignment sheets to include the following information: 
a. use different symbols for waterbodies and wetlands; 
b. include all wetlands (for example wetlands Wcaa007e and Wccaa009e are 


not included) 
c. ensure waterbody and wetland ID numbers used in table 2.2-1 and 


appendix C match the ID numbers on the alignment sheets (for example, 
table 2.2-1 lists the Sheyenne River as ID scab006p while the alignment 
sheet lists the Sheyenne River as scab005p; table 2.2-1 lists a roadside 
ditch at MP 47.4 as ID sird001e while the alignment sheet lists the 
roadside ditch as srid001e; and appendix 2C lists wetland wria006e at MP 
36.3 while the alignment sheet lists wria006);; 


d. mark the crossing of Antelope Creek on the alignment sheet; 


e. depict the entire length of temporary and permanent access roads using 
different symbols or colors; 


f. depict the survey corridor; 


g. depict the location of all guided bore entry and exit points and 


workspaces; 
h. label all extra workspaces with extra workspace IDs and dimensions 


(ensure labeling is consistent with appendix 8A); 


i. depict locations of farm taps and cathodic protection (once available); 


j. include the Mapleton Compressor Station (including the location of Valve 
#1) and Valve #7 (within the MDU-Wahpeton Border Station); and 


k. clarify if the “Kindred Measurement Tract” and “Wahpeton Transfer Tract” 
are the MDU—Kindred Border Station and MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, respectively. 


Updated alignment sheets are included 
in appendix 1B. 


14. Section 2.2.7 and appendix 1F-2 (Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and 
Operations Plan) states six waterbodies would be crossed via guided 
bore.  However, table 2.2-1 lists eight waterbodies (ten crossings) would be 
crossed via guide bore.  Resolve the apparent discrepancy.  


See corrected appendix IF-2 and section 
2.2.7. 


15. Appendix 1H is referred to as for both names and addresses of affected 
landowners and as “Cumulative Impacts Outreach Correspondence.”  Clarify 
the apparent discrepancy. 


Appendix 1H contains “Cumulative 
Impacts Outreach Correspondence”.  
Appendix 1G contains the “Names and 
Addresses of affected Landowners”. 


16. Include an update of the status and schedule for remaining field surveys, along 
with an indication of the number and amount of parcels lacking survey 
permission. 


WBI Energy has obtained 100 percent 
access to conduct environmental 
surveys.  The specific status of 
environmental surveys is discussed in 
sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of Resource 
Report 2 and in section 3.6 of Resource 
Report 3; the status of cultural surveys 
is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 of 
Resource Report 4.  The remaining 
cultural and biological surveys are 
planned for 2022, weather permitting. 


17. Clarify if the Kindred Airport Runway Expansion from appendix 1I is the same 
as the Robert Odegaard Field Airport Expansion on figure 1.10-1.  


The “Kindred Airport Runway 
Expansion” in appendix 1I is the same 
as the “Robert Odegaard Field Airport 
Expansion” on figure 1.10-1.  Revisions 
to these sources have been made to 
make the name consistent. 


18. Regarding figure 1.10-1: 
a. Clarify if the items depicted in red are planned Project; 
b. Add the following Projects from appendix 1I:  Asmoor Glenn, NDDOT 1 to 


NDDOT 3, NDDOT 6, and NDDOT 9; and components; and 
c. Add FMA Diversion Project Southern Embankment and River Control 


Structures and FMA Diversion Project Diversion Channel to appendix 1I or 
clarify if these projects are consistent with the entry “Fargo-Moorhead 
Area Diversion Project.” 


See updated figure 1.10-1 and updated 
appendix 1I. 







 


 


19. Indicate in section 1.4.2 if FERC staff would be invited to attend environmental 
training. 


Section 1.4.2 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 


1.0 RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and 
maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The Project will involve the construction of 
approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI 
Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, North 
Dakota.  The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a 
new MDU—Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps 
along the pipeline route.  The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota. 


As required by Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 380.12, WBI Energy 
has prepared this Environmental Report in support of its application to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
(Certificate) under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct and operate the proposed 
facilities. 


1.1 Project Description 


1.1.1 Purpose and Need 


WBI Energy intends to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the proposed Project 
facilities to provide an incremental 20,600 equivalent dekatherms per day of firm natural gas 
transportation capacity to meet a growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota.  
The Project is supported by a binding Precedent Agreement with MDU for 20,000 equivalent 
dekatherms per day of firm natural gas transportation service to provide additional uninterrupted 
natural gas service to the community of Wahpeton and to extend natural gas service to the 
community of Kindred.  MDU’s Distribution System will be built to provide natural gas to industrial, 
commercial, and residential customers.  The target in-service date for the Project is 
November 1, 2024. 


1.1.2 Location and Description of Facilities 


The Project will include the construction and operation of approximately 60.5 miles of new 
12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline, minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, 
the construction of the new MDU—Kindred and MDU—Wahpeton Border Stations, seven block 
valve settings, and four pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly 
constructed farms taps along the pipeline route, the locations of which have yet to be determined.  
The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota (see 
figure 1.1-1).  Topographic route maps depicting the location of the proposed pipeline route and 
aboveground facility sites are provided in appendix 1A.  Appendix 1B contains the aerial-based 
construction alignment sheets for the Project.  Information on the existing land uses along the 
proposed pipeline and within the aboveground facility sites is provided in Resource Report 8.  
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1.1.2.1 Pipeline Facilities 


The Project pipeline consists of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas 
pipeline.  The Project pipeline will be designed and constructed to allow for bi-directional flow and 
will have a maximum allowable operating pressure of 1,440 pounds per square inch gauge.  The 
pipeline will begin at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota in Cass County (milepost [MP] 0.0) and end at the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station 
near Wahpeton, North Dakota in Richland County (MP 60.5).  As indicated in table 1.1-1, the first 
approximately 24.7 miles of the Project will be in Cass County.  The remainder (approximately 
35.8 miles) of the Project will be in Richland County.   


TABLE 1.1-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Pipeline Facilities 


Pipeline Facilities County 
Approximate MPs Length 


(miles) a Begin End 
New Pipeline     
 Cass 0.0 24.7 24.7 


 Richland 24.7 60.5 35.8 
Total New Pipeline Length    60.5 
____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum of 


the addends. 
 


1.1.2.2 Aboveground Facilities 


In addition to the new pipeline facilities described above, the Project will include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; the construction of the new MDU—Kindred 
Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota and the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station; seven 
block valve settings; and four pig launcher/receiver settings (collocated at Valves #1, #2, #5, and 
#7).  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  The 
proposed aboveground facilities are summarized in table 1.1-2 and described in more detail 
below. 


TABLE 1.1-2 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 


Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 


Compressor Station    


Mapleton Compressor Station  0.0 Cass Installation of additional equipment and facilities within the 
fence line of the existing compressor station for the tie-in of the 
Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing transmission system.  
There will be no additional horsepower added as part of the 
Project. 


Delivery Stations   


MDU—Kindred Border Station  23.4 Cass New delivery station. 


MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station 


60.5 Richland New delivery station. 
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TABLE 1.1-2 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 


Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 


Other Appurtenant Facilities   


Valve Site #1 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


0.0 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
Mapleton Compressor Station fence line. 


Valve Site #2 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


11.6 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 


Valve Site #3 23.4 Cass  New block valve installed within the MDU—Kindred Border 
Station. 


Valve Site #4 31.3 Richland New block valve. 
Valve Site #5 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


39.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 


Valve Site #6 48.9 Richland New block valve. 
Valve Site #7 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


60.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
MDU—Wahpeton Border Station. 


Farm Taps TBD TBD Installation of a new tap, riser, and valve. 
____________________ 
TBD = To be determined 


 
Modifications at Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 


WBI Energy proposes to install equipment and interconnecting piping facilities at the 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station for the tie-in of the Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing 
Line Sections 31 and 24 via a transfer grid at the station.  Facilities will include a regulator, meter, 
station piping, and valves.  All proposed modifications will be within WBI Energy’s existing parcel 
for the station.  No new or modified compression or other air emission sources will be added to 
the existing compressor station.  A block valve setting (Valve #1) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the compressor station boundary.  


MDU Border Stations and Other Appurtenant Facilities 


WBI Energy will construct two delivery stations, seven block valve settings, four pig 
launcher/receiver settings, and other appurtenant facilities.   


The new delivery stations will serve as the interconnect between WBI Energy’s 
transmission pipeline system and MDU’s Distribution System.  The MDU—Kindred Border Station 
will be located approximately 1 mile east of Kindred, North Dakota at approximate MP 23.4.  The 
station will include the installation of a meter, filter, valves, communication equipment, station 
piping, and appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the 
equipment.  A security fence will be installed around the delivery station with a permanent access 
road to be constructed north of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #3) will also be installed 
within the MDU—Kindred Border Station boundary. 


The MDU—Wahpeton Border Station will be located at the terminus of the Project Pipeline 
at MP 60.5, approximately 2 miles northwest of Wahpeton, North Dakota.  The station will include 
the installation of meters, a filter, valves, communication equipment, station piping, and 
appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the equipment.  
A security fence will be installed around the delivery station and a permanent access road will be 
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constructed south of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #7) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station boundary. 


Seven block valve settings will be installed along the length of the pipeline.  WBI Energy 
anticipates that remote-controlled actuation will be installed with all in-line block valves.  All valve 
settings will be installed per Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
requirements.  Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station 
at MP 0.0.  Valves #3 and #7 will be constructed and operated within the construction and 
operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station at MP 23.4 and the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station at MP 60.5, respectively, and the remaining four block valve settings will be 
installed in between those points.  Additionally, four pig launcher/receiver settings will be installed 
and collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7.  Each facility not collocated within the compressor 
or delivery stations will be fenced and new permanent access roads will be built to access the 
facility. 


As described in section 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also install cathodic 
protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external corrosion of 
the underground facilities.  The cathodic protection system will impart a low-voltage current to the 
pipeline to offset natural soil corrosion potential should the coating become damaged over the life 
of the pipeline.  Specifics regarding the locations and design of these systems are still being 
determined, but facilities will include a new Cathodic Protection Unit and ground bed at the MDU—
Kindred Border Station.  WBI Energy will also connect the system to an existing rectifier at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station.  Test lead locations will be installed along the proposed pipeline 
and will be located directly over the top of the pipe.   


No communication towers will be installed as part of the Project. 


The Project may include farm taps along the pipeline route and locations of the farm taps 
have not yet been determined. 


1.1.3 Land Requirements 


Table 1.1-3 summarizes the land requirements for the Project.  More detailed information 
regarding land requirements and use will be provided in Resource Report 8.  Construction of the 
Project will affect approximately 791.5 acres of land, including the pipeline construction right-of-
way, additional temporary workspace (ATWS), contractor yards, temporary and permanent 
access roads, and aboveground facilities.  Following construction, approximately 419.0 acres—
including the temporary construction right-of-way, ATWS, contractor yards, temporary access 
roads, and the ATWS at aboveground facility sites—will revert to preconstruction conditions and 
uses.  The remaining approximately 372.5 acres—including the permanent pipeline easement, 
permanent aboveground facility sites, and permanent access roads—will be retained for operation 
of the Project facilities.  However, most uses, such as current agricultural uses, will be allowed to 
resume on the permanent pipeline easement after the pipeline is installed. 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Summary of Land Requirements a 


Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 


New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 


Pipeline Right-of-Way b    


Project Pipeline Cass, Richland 544.8 365.7 


ATWSc Cass,Richland 113.0 0.0 


Subtotal  657.8 365.7 


Contractor Yards    


Kost Yard Cass 34.2 0.0 


Kindred Yard Cass 4.1 0.0 


Comstock South Yardd  Richland 4.7 0.0 


Comstock North Yarde Richland 21.0 0.0 


Wahpeton City Yard Richland 28.5 0.0 


Subtotal  92.5 0.0 


Access Roads    


Temporary access roads Cass/Richland 24.4 0.0 


Permanent access roads Cass/Richland 3.2 3.2 


Subtotal  27.6 3.2 


Aboveground Facilities    


Mapleton Compressor Station Cass 2.9 0 


MDU—Kindred Border Stationf Cass 4.1 1.7 


MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Stationf 


Richland 4.0  1.7 


Valve Site #1 g Cass 0.0 0.0 


Valve Site #2 Cass 0.7 0.1 


Valve Site #3 g Cass 0.0 0.0 


Valve Site #4 Richland 0.5 <0.1 


Valve Site #5 Richland 1.0 0.1 


Valve Site #6 Richland 0.4 <0.1 


Valve Site #7 g Richland 0.0 0.0 


Pig launchers/receivers h Cass/Richland  0.0 0.0 


Cathodic Protection Facilities i Cass/Richland 0.0 0.0 


Subtotal  13.6 3.6 


PROJECT TOTAL  791.5 372.5 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Summary of Land Requirements a 


Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 


New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 


____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum 


of the addends. 
b Based on a 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way for the 12-inch-diameter pipeline and a 50-foot-wide permanent 


right-of-way.  Includes the cathodic protection facilities (the locations of which have not yet been determined), which are 
expected to be installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities. 


c Includes ATWS associated with pipeline. 
d The Comstock South Yard (formally the Wahpeton Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 


reports. 
e The Comstock North Yard (formally the Comstock Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 


reports. 


f The acreage for these aboveground facilities excludes the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-way within the 
temporary construction footprint of the facility.  This acreage is attributed under the acreage for the pipeline. 


g Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station fence line.  Valves #3 and #7 will be 
constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and 
the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  Land requirements for Valves #1, #3, and #7 are accounted for in 
the land requirements for the compressor station modification and MDU Border Stations.  


h The four pig launcher/receiver settings will be collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7; therefore, land requirements 
for the pig launchers/receivers are accounted for in the land requirements for the four valve sites or other aboveground 
facilities (i.e., the compressor station modifications and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station). 


i The specific locations of the cathodic protection facilities are still being determined.  These facilities are expected to be 
installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities.  


 
1.1.3.1 Pipeline Right-of-Way 


Construction of the proposed 12-inch-diameter pipeline will require a standard 
75 -foot-wide construction right-of-way in both uplands and wetlands.  As shown in the drawings 
provided in appendix 1C, the construction right-of-way typically will consist of a 50-foot-wide 
working side and a 25-foot-wide spoil side to provide sufficient workspace to accommodate topsoil 
storage while allowing safe passage of construction equipment and material along the working 
side of the right-of-way during construction.  Following construction and restoration of the 
disturbed areas, a 50-foot-wide permanent easement (25 feet on either side of the pipeline 
centerline) will be retained for pipeline operations.  WBI Energy’s retention of this permanent 
easement will not preclude agricultural use of the permanent easement following construction 
with the exception of excavations or the building of new structures.  In total, construction of the 
pipeline right-of-way, not including ATWS, will require approximately 544.8 acres, of which 
approximately 365.7 acres will be retained as a permanent easement.  Appendix 1C provides 
typical pipeline construction right-of-way cross sections. 


To minimize the creation of new corridors, WBI Energy proposes to collocate new pipeline 
facilities along road corridors, utilities, and property lines to the extent practicable.  However, to 
avoid conflicts, WBI Energy has not designed the pipeline right-of-way to overlap with the 
operational rights-of-way of other roads, pipelines, electric transmission lines, or utilities.  As 
shown in the summary table in appendix 1D, the new pipeline will be collocated (i.e., within 
150 feet of the road/utility) with roads, railroads, or electric transmission lines for 31.0 miles (or 
51 percent) of its length, including the following: 


• 22.9 miles (38 percent) along roads; 
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• 6.0 miles (10 percent) along railroads; and 


• 2.1 miles (3 percent) along electric transmission lines. 


1.1.3.2 Additional Temporary Workspace 


ATWS outside of the 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way will be required for certain 
road crossings, points of intersection along the route, areas where special construction methods 
will be implemented (e.g., the guided bore method), and areas where additional space is needed 
for storage of stripped topsoil.  In total, use of ATWS during construction will affect approximately 
113.0 acres, all of which will be restored to preconstruction condition.  Locations of ATWS are 
provided in appendix 8A of Resource Report 8 and depicted on the route maps provided in 
appendices 1A and 1B. 


Unless topographic or other factors impose constraints, ATWS will be set back at least 
50 feet from the edges of waterbodies and wetlands except where the adjacent upland consists 
of actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land.  WBI Energy is requesting 
modifications to FERC’s Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures (FERC 
Procedures)1 for the site-specific locations where less than a 50-foot setback from the edges of 
wetlands is proposed (see section 1.3). 


1.1.3.3 Contractor Yards 


WBI Energy has identified five contractor yards for office trailers, parking, vehicle 
maintenance, and storage of pipe and equipment to be used by the contractor before and during 
construction of the Project (see table 1.1-3).  Contractor yards are depicted on the Project route 
maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B.  


As shown in table 1.1-3, use of the contractor yards will affect approximately 92.5 acres.  
WBI Energy has adjusted and minimized the workspace for its contractor yards since filing the 
draft resource reports to avoid wetlands and forested areas to the extent possible.  Preparation 
of the contractor yards will consist of topsoil segregation, minor grading, and leveling; however, 
these impacts will be temporary.  Contractor yards will be restored to preconstruction conditions 
in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan (FERC 
Plan)2 or to a condition as specified in landowner agreements. 


1.1.3.4 Temporary and Permanent Access Roads 


WBI Energy will use existing public and private access roads on a temporary basis to 
transport personnel, equipment, vehicles, and materials to the proposed Project work areas 
during construction.  Standard-maintenance public roads will be used for access without 
modification or improvement.  Some minimum-maintenance public roads and private roads, 
however, may require improvement to safely accommodate Project equipment and vehicles—
including the following:  grading; widening (including the access road entrances off of public 
roads), placement of gravel or crushed rock for stability, and surface improvement; replacing or 
installing culverts; and clearing of overhead vegetation, if present.  A list of these roads is provided 


                                                 
1  The FERC Procedures is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 
2  The FERC Plan is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 



http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp

http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
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in appendix 8B of Resource Report 8.  Locations of access roads are depicted on the Project 
route maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B. 


WBI Energy will use 80 temporary access roads.  Use of the temporary access roads will 
affect approximately 24.4 acres (see table 1.1-3).  WBI Energy will document existing road 
conditions (likely using photography) prior to construction and will restore any access roads that 
are damaged by the Project to pre-disturbed or better condition in accordance with landowner or 
road agency requirements.  As a result, the Project will have no permanent impact on these roads.  
WBI Energy is requesting modifications to FERC Procedures for the site-specific locations where 
a small number of new or modified access roads require crossing wetlands (see section 1.3). 


As currently designed, WBI Energy will construct seven permanent access roads that will 
be required to access the new MDU—Kindred Border Station, the new MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, the four new block valve setting sites (Valve #2, #4, #5, and #6) not collocated with 
another Project facility, and the Project right-of-way.  These permanent access roads will affect 
3.2 acres.  The new roads to the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station will be gravel.  The new roads to the block valve setting and pig launcher/receiver sites 
will be gravel and/or dirt.  If additional access roads are required for construction or operation of 
the Project at a later date, WBI Energy will submit a variance request to FERC for approval to use 
the road and complete all appropriate federal, state, and local permitting associated with the 
Project change.  


1.1.3.5 Aboveground Facilities 


Modifications at the Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 


Proposed modifications at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station at MP 0.0 
will occur within the existing fence line of the compressor station in areas that are currently part 
of the operational footprint of the compressor station.  WBI Energy plans to use the available 
space within the existing fence line for construction activities comprising approximately 2.9 acres.  
However, no new operational right-of-way will be required at the compressor station.  A plot plan 
for the modifications at the compressor station is provided as appendix 1E (filed under separate 
cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”). 


MDU Border Stations, Block Valve Settings, Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings, and 
Cathodic Protection Systems 


WBI Energy is finalizing the details for the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station, block valve settings, pig launcher/receiver settings, and other 
appurtenant facilities.  The current design includes approximately 4.1 acres to construct the 
MDU—Kindred Border Station and approximately 4.0 acres to construct the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station.  These acreages do not include the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-
way within the temporary construction footprint of each facility.  Approximately 1.7 acres of the 
construction workspace (approximately 200 feet wide by 360 feet long) will be retained to operate 
each MDU Border Station.  Plot plans for the border stations are provided in appendix 1E (filed 
under separate cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”).  
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Valve and Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings 


Typical drawings for block valve settings and pig launcher/receiver settings are provided 
in appendix 1B.  Valve Site #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor 
Station fence line.  The land for the construction and operation of this facility is included in the 
land requirements at the Mapleton Compressor Station described above.  Valve Sites #3 and #7 
will be constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints and fence lines 
of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  
Construction of Valve Sites #2, #4, #5, and #6 will each require between 0.4 and 1.0 acre of land.  
The operational footprint of Valve Sites #4 and #6 will be approximately 45 feet wide by 55 feet 
long (less than 0.1 acre) and will not extend past the width of the permanent pipeline right-of-way.  
The operational footprint for Valve Sites #2 and #5, which will also include a pig launcher/receiver, 
will be approximately 60 feet wide by 80 feet long (about 0.1 acre) and, therefore, will extend 5 
feet beyond either side of the permanent right-of-way for the pipeline.  


The first pig launcher/receiver setting will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton 
Compressor Station fence line.  The remaining three pig launcher/receiver settings will be 
collocated with Valves #2, #5, and #7.  The land required for these facilities is included in the 
compressor station and block valve requirements described above. 


Cathodic Protection Systems 


As described in sections 1.1.2.2 and 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also 
install cathodic protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external 
corrosion of the underground facilities.  The specific locations of these facilities are still being 
determined.   


Farm Taps 


Specific details regarding the number and locations of farm taps are still being determined.  
WBI Energy will provide more details and maps regarding farm taps when available.  It is 
anticipated that the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy within the proposed permanent 
right-of-way.  Each tap setting would consist of valves, pipes, and a small fence enclosure typically 
4 feet square and 3 feet high.  If the setting is in or near a cultivated field, a high visibility marker 
will make the setting easier to see.  The FERC Plan and FERC Procedures would be implemented 
to minimize the impact of these facilities. 


1.2 Construction Schedule and Workforce 


WBI Energy anticipates that the commencement of certain preconstruction activities (e.g., 
establishing pipe and contractor yards) may occur in the fall of 2023, with construction of the 
Project beginning in April 2024 subject to the receipt of necessary permits and regulatory 
approvals.  WBI Energy anticipates that construction of the Project facilities will be completed by 
October 2024 with all facilities being placed into service by November 2024. 


Based on the current 2024 construction schedule and November 2024 in-service date, 
WBI Energy anticipates that no construction will be necessary during winter or snow conditions.  
However, if a change in the construction schedule necessitates that construction activities occur 
during the winter months, WBI Energy will file a Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter 
Conditions with FERC for review/approval prior to conducting winter construction activities.  
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Construction activities will generally occur Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
local time.  However, certain activities may occur up to 24 hours per day, including on Sundays 
and on potentially federal holidays.  These activities include guided bore operations, hydrostatic 
testing and associated activities, critical tie-ins, trench dewatering (if necessary), completing 
in-progress construction activities and wetland/waterbody crossings, incident response 
procedures/measures, emergency equipment repairs/maintenance, and aboveground facility 
commissioning.  WBI Energy does not anticipate wellpoint dewatering methods will be used for 
the Project.  If used, the well point operations would be conducted during normal working hours 
(generally Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m). 


WBI Energy currently anticipates that construction of the proposed pipeline will be 
accomplished using one or two construction spreads with a combined peak temporary workforce 
of about 225 people and an average workforce of about 175 people, including inspection crews.  
Construction of the aboveground facilities and modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station 
will require a temporary workforce of about 15 additional people working for up to seven weeks 
at each facility.  WBI Energy is still evaluating operational staffing needs but anticipates one new 
hire to assist in operation and maintenance of the new facilities.  Additional information regarding 
construction and permanent workforce requirements is provided in Resource Report 5. 


1.3 Construction and Restoration Procedures 


The Project will be designed, constructed, modified, tested, operated, and maintained in 
accordance with all applicable requirements defined by the United States Department of 
Transportation (U.S. DOT)—Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations 
in 49 CFR 192, Transportation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline:  Minimum Federal Safety 
Standards; by 18 CFR 380.15, Siting and Maintenance Requirements; and by other applicable 
federal, state, and local regulations—except as otherwise specified in this application or approved 
by the appropriate regulatory agency. 


WBI Energy proposes to conduct Project activities in accordance with the 2013 versions 
of the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures with the exception of the proposed modifications to 
section VI.B.1 of the FERC Procedures (see table 1.3-1).  WBI Energy notes that wetlands 
identified in Resource Report 2 are based on delineations performed in accordance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers requirements.  However, section VI.B.1.a of the FERC Procedures does 
not require site-specific modifications for extra work areas within 50 feet of a wetland boundary if 
“the adjacent upland consists of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land”.  Therefore, 
table 1.3-1 only requests modifications in instances where the adjacent upland does not consist 
of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


VI.B.1.a Locate all extra 
workspace (ATWS; 
such as staging areas 
and additional spoil 
storage areas) at 
least 50 feet away 
from wetland 
boundaries, except 
where the adjacent 
upland consists of 
cultivated or rotated 
cropland or other 
disturbed land. 


33.4/33.5 Locate ATWS 
159 and 
ATWS 160 in 
an emergent 
wetland 
wrib007e  


 


ATWSs in 
wetland 
wrib007e 


The ATWSs south of the road (ATWS 156 and ATWS 160) are needed for staging and 
spoil storage associated with the guided bore of County Road 2.  This workspace is 
located in an agricultural hay field that includes emergent wetland wrib007e.  The 
wetland begins between MPs 33.4 and 33.5, about 95 feet south of the road and 
extends south from there for approximately 550 feet.  Most of ATWS 156 and a small 
portion of ATWS 160 are located in wrib007e (but most of ATWS 160 is 40 or more 
feet from the edge of the wetland).  To avoid having ATWS in this wetland, either the 
road bore, which is about 185 feet long, would need to be extended or spoil from the 
road bore would need to be moved another 590 feet further south.  The first option 
would nearly quadruple the length of the bore.  The second would require additional 
equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the bore spoil to the new 
ATWS outside of the wetland.  Neither of these options is practicable or warranted 
given that its implementation of the Procedures will protect and restore the wetland.  
Additionally, only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the workspace 
(construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists mostly (90 
percent cover) of foxtail barley and lesser amounts of other mostly fast growing 
species including yellow foxtail and reed canary grass, which will quickly recolonize 
any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will protect and restore wetland wrib007e by 
implementing FERC’s procedures.   


35.65 Locate 
ATWSs 165 
and 166 
within 50 feet 
of an 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib016e 
associated 
with a road 
ditch adjacent 
to 62nd Street 
SE. 


 


ATWSs 
within 14 to 
15 feet of 
wetland 
wrib016e 
and within 40 
feet of 
wetland 
wrib017e 


The ATWS south of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with the 
guided bore of 62nd Street SE.  This workspace is located in open land between 
emergent wetland wrib016e, adjacent to the road and emergent wetland wrib017e to the 
south.  Both wetlands are dominated by the following three species in different 
proportions:  narrowleaf cattail, reed canary grass, and prairie cordgrass.  ATWSs 165 
and 166 are approximately 14 to 15 feet from the wetland wrib016e and 40 feet from 
wrib017e, respectively.  There is not enough distance between these 2 wetlands to 
maintain the ATWS 50 feet from both wetlands.  WBI Energy elected to position the 
workspace closer to wrib016e in the road ditch to maintain the ATWS further from the 
larger wetland wrib017e.  WBI Energy’s implementation of the construction and 
restoration measures of the FERC Procedures including the installation, maintenance, 
and monitoring of erosions and sediment controls will protect wetlands wrib016e and 
wrib017e. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


36.1 Locate ATS 
167 in 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib019e. 


ATWS is 
within 
wetland 
wrib019e 


The ATWS north of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with 
the guided bore of 168th Avenue SE.  The ATWS is located within emergent wetland 
wrib019e, which is dominated primarily by reed canary grass but includes lesser 
amounts (less than 10 percent cover) of goldenrod species, sandbar willow, peachleaf 
willow, and gray dogwood.  The ATWS is approximately 170 from the road but the 
wetland extends north from the road beyond the ATWS.  To avoid having ATWS in this 
wetland, either the road bore, which is about 270 feet long, would need to be extended 
or spoil from the road bore would need to be moved another approximately 600 feet 
further north.  The first option would nearly triple the length of the bore.  The second 
would require additional equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the 
bore spoil to the new ATWS outside of the wetland.  Moving the ATWS north would 
also encroach on one of the few forested wetlands on the Project.  Neither of these 
options is practicable.  Only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the 
workspace (construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists 
mostly (75 percent cover) of fast growing reed canary grass, which, along with the 
other existing species, will quickly recolonize any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will 
implement the FERC Procedures to protect and restore this wetland.  


VI.B.1.d The only access 
roads, other than the 
construction right-of-
way, that can be used 
in wetlands are those 
existing roads that 
can be used with no 
modifications or 
improvements, other 
than routine repair, 
and no impact on the 
wetland. 


5.1 
 


Access Road 
(AR) 005 
 


Crosses 
wetland 


 


New temporary AR005 crosses emergent wetland wcaa009e east of 165th Avenue SE.  
This wetland is covered almost entirely (98 percent cover) with reed canary grass.  
This wetland needs to be crossed to access the north side of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad bore at MP 5.1.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Approximately 0.11 acre of this wetland 
will be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect 
the wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer 
needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC 
Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the 
wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing reed canary grass, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


9.9 AR 013 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR 013 crosses emergent wetland wcaa007e.  This 
wetland needs to be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with 
the bore of wetland wcaa006e.  This wetland is dominated by reed canary grass (95 
percent cover) and narrowleaf cattail (5percent cover).  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new road may include grading, widening, and placement of 
mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.02 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


13.7 AR 018 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing/New temporary access road AR 018 crosses emergent wetland wacb003e, 
which is associated with a road ditch that runs along the east side of 166th Avenue SE 
on the south side of 44 Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by needle spikerush, 
dark-green bulrush, narrowleaf cattail, and swamp smartweed.  This wetland needs to 
be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with the 44th Street 
SE/right-of-way from the 166th Avenue SE road bore.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new portion of the road and modifications to the existing 
portions may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


14.7 AR019 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR019 crosses emergent wetland wcab004e, which is 
associated with a road ditch that runs along the west side of 166th Avenue SE on the 
south side of 45th Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by swamp smartweed, prairie 
cordgrass, redroot pigweed (red-root or common amaranth), narrowleaf cattail, and 
smaller amounts of needle spikerush.  This wetland needs to be crossed for equipment 
to access the workspace associated with the 45th Street SE/right-of-way from 166th 
Avenue SE road bore right-of-way from 166th Avenue SE.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on this access road may include grading, widening, and placement 
of mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within 
the temporary construction footprint of the road.  Following construction when the road 
is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the 
FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from 
the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will 
be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


31.3 AR034 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing/New permanent access road AR034 crosses emergent wetland wria003e, 
which is in the road ditch on the north side of 58th Street SE.  This wetland is 
dominated by needle spikerush, dark-green bullrush, reed canary grass, and 
narrowleaf cattail.  WBI Energy needs to cross the wetland to access the Valve #4 site 
during construction and for later operation of the valve.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the road may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, 
gravel, and/or culverts.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
construction and permanent footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect adjacent 
wetland areas through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following installation of the road, WBI Energy will 
remove any mats, culverts, or gravel that are not needed for the permanent road and 
restore any portions of the wetland that are temporarily affected.  Given that the 
wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any temporarily impacted areas of the 
wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is 
in the wetland now.   
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


34.5 AR038 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR038 crosses emergent wetland wrib021e, which is 
located in a field south of 61st SE.  The predominant vegetation in this wetland is foxtail 
barley, goldenrod species, reed canary grass, and all other species constituting 10 
percent cover or less.  WBI Energy’s crossing of this wetland will minimize equipment 
traffic crossing the wetland on the right-of-way and potentially minimize tree clearing.  
As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, 
and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  
Approximately 0.26 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction 
footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of 
the Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following 
construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected 
wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is 
needed will be removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be 
restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of 
the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to 
what is in the wetland now. 


  43.4 AR046 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing temporary access road AR046 crosses emergent wetland wria010e, which is 
in a road ditch on the west side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (60 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed canary grass, 
perennial sow thistle, and yellow foxtail (each less than five percent cover).  As 
described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, and 
placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less 
than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction footprint of the 
road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of the FERC 
Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction 
when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area 
pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be 
removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that 
the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


  44.2 AR046.1 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing temporary access road AR046.1 crosses emergent wetland wria014e, which 
is in a road ditch on the west side of  172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (80 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed needle spikerush 
(about 10 percent cover).  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications 
including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be 
needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


  46.3 AR049 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR049 crosses emergent wetland wrid001e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
broadleaf cattail.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including 
grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for 
this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


  47.3 AR051 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR051 crosses emergent wetland wrid003e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail and reed canary grass.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will 
be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the 
wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion 
and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, 
WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  
Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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WBI Energy will implement additional construction, restoration, and mitigation plans 
prepared for the Project.  These will, or may, include the following as needed:  Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasures Plan (provided in appendix 1F-1) and Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan (provided in appendix 1F-2); Fugitive Dust Control Plan (provided 
in appendix 9A); Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Contaminated Environmental Media 
(provided in appendix 2A); Noxious Weed Management Plan (provided in appendix 3C); Plan for 
Unanticipated Discovery of Historic Properties or Human Remains during Construction (provided 
in appendix 4G); and Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Resources During 
Construction (provided in appendix 6A) and Blasting Plan (provided in appendix 6B). 


1.3.1 General Pipeline Construction Procedures 


Construction of the proposed pipeline will follow industry-standard practices and 
procedures as described below.  Conventional open-ditch construction methods will be used to 
install most of the proposed pipeline.  In a typical scenario, construction involves a series of 
discrete activities conducted in a linear sequence.  These include survey and staking; right-of-way 
clearing and grading; pipe stringing, bending, and welding; trenching; lowering-in and backfilling; 
hydrostatic testing; final tie-in; commissioning; and right-of-way cleanup and restoration.  
Figure 1.3-1 illustrates each of the steps in a typical construction scenario.  A description of each 
step in the process is provided in the following sections. 


 







WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 


Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200


www.wbienergy.com 


September 13, 2021 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 


Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 


To Whom it may Concern: 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 


This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 


The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 







Wahpeton Expansion Project 
September 10, 2021 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598 
tewaukon@fws.gov 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
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the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 







From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz


image001.png


Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 


From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 







Hi Jerry,


As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.


I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to


reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.


Thank you,
Leslie


Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com


This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy







From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:


1.       Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2.       Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3.       DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to


Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry
 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 


From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you







recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile


Hi Jerry,


As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.


I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to


reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.


Thank you,
Leslie


Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            







This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy


This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy







From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Hi Leslie,


I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.


If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.


Thanks,


Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041 
eric_wilson@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
 
 


 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  


Hi Eric,
 
I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in
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southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.
 
I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.
 
Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204
M +1 503 984 6609 
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com          
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Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501


Dear Ms. Bose:


Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.


Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act


Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.


Consultations on IPaC


We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act


Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 







is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially 
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.  
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full 
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests. 
Service Property Interests 


As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.


Conclusion


These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701) 
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.


Sincerely,


Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor







May 27, 2022


United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue


Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513


https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services


In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 


location or may be affected by your proposed project


To Whom It May Concern:


The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.


The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.


A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.


If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF


Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.


The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.


In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/ 
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.


We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.
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▪


Attachment(s):


Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".


This species list is provided by:


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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Project Summary
Project Code: 2022-0009567
Event Code: None
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
Project Type: Natural Gas Distribution
Project Description: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, 


modify, operate, and maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). 
The Project will involve the construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a 
new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU— 
Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve 
settings; and new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The 
proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota.


Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z


Counties: Cass and Richland counties, North Dakota



https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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1.


Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.


Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.


IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.


See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.


NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.


Mammals
NAME STATUS


Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045


Threatened


Insects
NAME STATUS


Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028


Threatened


Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743


Candidate


Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161


Endangered


Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS


Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669


Threatened


1



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.


THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.



http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.


For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.


Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.


WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD 
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.



http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: ERM
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
Address Line 2: Suite 1650
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609


Lead Agency Contact Information
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission







February 18, 2022


United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue


Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513


http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/ 
endangered_species.htm


In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project 
 
Subject: Verification letter for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' project under 


the January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions.


 
Dear Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo:


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on February 18, 2022 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' (the Action) using the 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal action 
is consistent with the activities analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from "take"[1] prohibitions 
applicable to the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 
Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


Based upon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO. 
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result 
of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that your 
IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and 
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(a)(2) with respect to the 
northern long-eared bat.


Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not 
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the 
information required in the IPaC key.



http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
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▪
▪
▪
▪


This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA 
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA- 
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:


Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened


If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a 
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this 
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.


________________________________________________ 
 
[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.


1. Name


WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project


2. Description


The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion 
Project':


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify and 
operate the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota. The Project will involve construction of approximately 60.6 miles 
of 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton 
Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station, a new delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota, 
and new block valve and pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.


Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z


Determination Key Result


This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the 
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that 
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.


Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule



https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.


This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.


The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.


Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed 
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require 
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may 
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a 
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


Determination Key Result
This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the 
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided, 
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on 
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions 
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.


Qualification Interview
Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes
Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long- 
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")
No
Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome 
Zone?
Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 0.25 miles of a known northern long- 
eared bat hibernaculum? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency


Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 150 feet of a known occupied northern 
long-eared bat maternity roost tree? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency


Automatically answered
No







02/18/2022   6


   


Project Questionnaire
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.
1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
2.0
2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0
3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.
4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
0
5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0
6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.
7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0
8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0
9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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IPaC User Contact Information
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609





		USFWS Determination Letter 05.27.2022

		Attachment_A_WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project_Final RR1_Public

		Attachment_B_USFWS_Communications

		Attachment_C_Official Species List_ ND Ecological Services Field Office_05272022

		Attachment_D_NLEB_Verification Letter_Consultation and 4(d) Rule Consistency_02182022





Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-355-8507
Cell: 720-626-5250



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: Johnson, Jessica N
Cc: Jones, Seth A; Maggie Suter; Becky Moores
Subject: RE: informal consultation question for NLEB
Date: Thursday, June 23, 2022 8:35:00 AM
Attachments: RR1 Appendices.zip

M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.zip
M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.kmz

Hi Jessica,
 
Thank you for providing this feedback.
 
In the attached, we are providing the requested appendices as referenced in the resource report;
however, those that are identified as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy
Infrastructure Information (appendix 1E) and Controlled Unclassified Information / Privileged and
Confidential (appendix 1G) are not provided.  Due to the size of appendix 1B, Aerial Photo Based
Alignment Sheets, I will send in a separate email and will likely be shared via OneDrive. In addition,
please see the attached KMZ and shapefile of the proposed Project for your reference.
 
As you are reviewing the Determination Letter, please do be in touch if there is any additional
information you need for your review. We have field crews out this survey season, and in order to
manage risk for WBI Energy, we want to be cognizant of any additional information you may need
and data we should collect. We would not want to miss out on a critical window for field efforts
should the need arise.
 
As I mentioned during our last call, I’ll be out of the office for the duration of July/early-August, so
please communicate with Becky Moores during this time.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

M +1 503 984 6609

 

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 9:34 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Cc: Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: FW: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Hello Leslie,

mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov
mailto:Maggie.Suter@erm.com
mailto:Becky.Moores@erm.com
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APPENDIX 1D 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Summary of Collocated Facilities 



Collocated Utility 
Owner Utility Type 



Begin 
Milepost 



End 
Milepost 



Direction to Existing 
Utility/Road Right-of-Way 



Paralleled 
Length (miles) a 



 Road Road 3.6 4.4 North, West 0.8 



 Road Road 6.4 9.3 East, West 2.8 



 Road Road 10.6 14.4 West, East 3.8 



 Road Road 14.7 18.8 East 4.1 



 Road Road 18.8 19.7 East 1.0 



 Road Road 19.8 21.8 West 2.0 



 Road Road 21.8 22.4 North 0.6 



 Road Road 23.3 23.7 North 0.4 



 Road Road 24.3 24.5 East 0.1 



 Unknown, Road Electric utility, road 25.7 26.8 South 0.1 



 Unknown, Road Electric utility, road 25.7 26.6 South 1.0 



 None Road 36.6 36.8 Northeast 0.2 



 Minnkota, Road Electric utility, road 38.5 39.5 West 1.0 



 Road Road 39.5 40.5 South 1.0 



 Road Road 40.9 41.0 South 0.1 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 42.4 47.4 East, West 5.0 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 47.3 47.4 Southwest 0.1 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 47.4 48.4 South 0.9 



 Road Road 48.4 48.9 East 0.5 



 Road Road 53.9 56.4 East 2.5 



 Road Road 57.5 59.6 North 2.2 



 Road Road 59.6 60.6 East, West 0.9 



 PROJECT TOTAL      31.0 



____________________ 
a The totals may not match the sum of addends due to rounding. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 



This Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC Plan) was prepared for 
implementation during construction of WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI Energy) proposed 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  This SPCC Plan outlines specific preventive measures 
and practices to reduce the likelihood of an accidental release of a hazardous or regulated liquid 
and, in the event such a release occurs, to expedite the response to and remediation of the 
release. 



This SPCC Plan restricts the location of fuel storage, fueling activities, and construction 
equipment maintenance along the construction right-of-way and provides procedures for these 
activities.  Training and lines of communication to facilitate the prevention, response, containment, 
and cleanup of spills during construction activities are also described. 



All contractor personnel working on the Project are responsible for implementation of the 
measures and procedures defined in this SPCC Plan.  Contractors are expected to meet or 
exceed WBI Energy’s standards for spill response, reporting, and cleanup.  Contractors whose 
activities could result in a spill of fuel or other regulated or hazardous materials on the right-of-way 
will adopt the measures identified in this SPCC Plan.  All measures outlined in this SPCC Plan 
are consistent with the applicable requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. 



A complete copy of the SPCC Plan shall be maintained on site.  A copy of the SPCC Plan 
will be available for a review during normal working hours. 



1.1 TRAINING 



Experienced and well-trained staff are essential for the successful implementation of the 
SPCC Plan.  Contractors will provide spill prevention training and safety training to their work 
crews.  The training program will be designed to improve awareness of safety requirements, 
pollution control laws, and proper operation and maintenance of equipment.  Contractors will train 
all employees who handle fuels and other regulated substances to prevent spills and to quickly 
and effectively contain and clean up spills in accordance with applicable regulations and the 
provisions of this plan. 



1.2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 



1.2.1 Spill Coordinator 



Contractors will appoint a Spill Coordinator who will be responsible for coordinating 
Contractor Work Crews for spill cleanup, conducting site investigations, and assisting with 
completing spill reports.  The Spill Coordinator will report all spills to an Environmental Inspector 
(EI).  The Spill Coordinator will be responsible for completing WBI Energy’s internal Spill Report 
Form as soon as possible but no later than the end of the workday on the day that the spill 
occurred, regardless of the size of the spill.  The Spill Report Form will be submitted to the WBI 
Energy Designated Representative. 



Spill Coordinator: To Be Determined 
Phone Number: To Be Determined 
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1.2.2 Contractor Work Crews 



Contractor Work Crews will comply with this SPCC Plan and will notify the Spill 
Coordinator immediately of any spill of fuel or other regulated or hazardous material, regardless 
of the volume of the spill.  Contractor Work Crews will assist with the cleanup of the spill as 
directed by the Spill Coordinator, if trained to do so. 



1.2.3 Environmental Inspectors 



The EIs will monitor the Contractors’ compliance with the provisions of the SPCC Plan to 
ensure that spill resources are allocated and cleanup is accomplished in accordance with this 
plan and any applicable regulatory requirements.  The EIs will work in conjunction with WBI 
Energy’s Designated Representative to promptly report spills to appropriate federal, state, and 
local agencies, as required, and to coordinate with these agencies regarding contacting additional 
parties or agencies. 



Environmental Inspector: To Be Determined 
Phone Number:  To Be Determined 



1.2.4 WBI Energy’s Designated Representative  



The Designated Representative has the authority to commit resources to implement this 
SPCC Plan.  The Designated Representative will work in conjunction with the EIs to promptly 
report spills to appropriate federal, state, and local agencies. 



 



 



 



2.0 PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 



Contractors will minimize the potential for a spill during construction activities at WBI 
Energy’s facilities and on its right-of-way by implementing appropriate measures to prevent and 
contain spills.  Equipment and materials will be located on the site to meet the provisions of this 
SPCC Plan.  The Contractor shall supply each construction crew with a quantity of absorbent and 
barrier materials sufficient to contain and recover spills that could potentially occur from the 
equipment with the largest on-board volume of fuel and lubricant.  These materials may include— 
but are not limited to—drip pans, buckets, absorbent pads, containment booms, straw bales, 
absorbent clay, saw dust, floor drying agents, spill containment barriers, plastic sheeting, skimmer 
pumps, covered holding tanks, and fire extinguishers. 



The Contractor shall inform all construction personnel of the locations of staging areas 
where spill response equipment and materials are stored and have them readily accessible during 
construction.  Contractors will comply with applicable environmental and safety laws and 
regulations and will ensure that a copy of this plan is available on the site to all Construction Work 
Crew members. 



ALL SPILLS, REGARDLESS OF SIZE, MUST BE REPORTED TO THE SPILL 
COORDINATOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTORS 
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In addition, periodic discussions between construction personnel and their supervisors 
must be held.  These are conversations where problems in field operations are discussed and 
solved.  This SPCC Plan, together with specific techniques, will be reviewed with the appropriate 
employees at a safety meeting before construction starts. 



The contractor will provide, maintain, and make available the appropriate Safety Data 
Sheets for vehicle and equipment fuel, lubricating oil, and any other regulated or hazardous 
materials utilized for the Project. 



The following sections describe spill prevention measures to be taken on Project locations. 



2.1 PETROLEUM AND HAZARDOUS LIQUID STORAGE, REFUELING, AND EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE 



2.1.1 Staging Areas and Facility Sites: 



• Contractors will construct temporary liners and seamless impermeable berms, or 
other appropriate containment, around aboveground storage containers so that 
liquids will be contained and collected in specified areas isolated from waterbodies 
in the event of a leak or spill.  Storage containers will not be placed in areas subject 
to periodic flooding and washout. 



• Contractors will visually inspect aboveground storage containers for leaks and 
spills frequently and whenever containers are refilled. 



• Secondary containment structures must provide a containment volume equal to a 
minimum of 110 percent of the maximum storage volume of the largest storage 
container in the containment structure. 



• Secondary containment structures must be constructed so that no outlet is 
provided and any spill will be contained within the containment structure.  
Accumulated rainwater may be removed if authorized by an EI.  Accumulated 
water with a visible sheen will be collected for proper storage, transport, and 
disposal. 



• Contractors will remove all secondary containment structures at the conclusion of 
the Project.  Contractors also will be responsible for returning any storage 
impoundment areas to original contours and appearance upon completion of the 
Project. 



• Fuels and lubricants will be stored only at designated staging areas and in 
appropriate service vehicles.  The storage areas will be located at least 100 feet 
away from edges of wetlands and waterbodies, at least 100 feet away from 
designated municipal watershed areas, at least 200 feet away from private water 
supply wells, and at least 400 feet away from municipal water-supply wells unless 
a larger buffer is required by regulatory agencies. 
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• Storage containers will display labels that identify the contents of the container and 
whether the contents are hazardous.  Contractors will maintain and provide to WBI 
Energy, when requested, copies of all Safety Data Sheets. 



• Contractors will conduct routine equipment maintenance such as oil changes in 
staging areas, or as necessary in additional temporary workspace, and will dispose 
of waste oil in an appropriate manner (e.g., the Contractors will collect the waste 
oil in labeled, sealed containers and transport the waste oil to a recycling facility). 



• Contractors will correct visible leaks in storage containers as soon as possible.  
Leaks outside of secondary containment, regardless of volume, will be reported to 
an EI. 



• All fuel nozzles will be equipped with functional automatic shut-off valves. 



• The drivers of tank trucks will be responsible for spill prevention and secondary 
containment during loading and unloading operations.  Procedures for loading and 
unloading tank trucks will meet the minimum requirements established by 
applicable regulations.  Drivers will observe and control the fueling operations at 
all times to prevent overfilling.  Contractors will be responsible for training drivers 
of tank trucks to comply with these provisions. 



• Prior to departure of any tank truck, all outlets of the vehicle will be closely 
examined by the driver for leakage and tightened, adjusted, or replaced as 
necessary to prevent liquid leakage while in transit.  Contractors will be responsible 
for training drivers of tank trucks to comply with these provisions. 



2.1.2 Project Right-of-Way 



• All machinery will arrive on the right-of-way in a clean, washed condition and free 
of fluid leaks. 



• Contractors will wash, refuel, and service machinery at locations well away from 
any wetlands and waterbodies to prevent petroleum or chemical substances from 
entering surface waters. 



• Overnight parking of equipment and refueling and lubricating construction 
equipment will be restricted to upland areas at least 100 feet away from stream 
channels and wetlands, at least 200 feet from private water-supply wells, and at 
least 400 feet from municipal water-supply wells.  Where this is not possible and 
where an EI finds no reasonable alternative in advance, the equipment will be 
fueled by designated personnel with specific training in refueling, spill containment, 
and cleanup under the supervision of an EI.  Prior to refueling, appropriate steps 
will be taken (including deployment of secondary containment structures) to 
prevent spills and provide for prompt cleanup in the event of a spill. 



• Fuel trucks transporting fuels to construction areas will only travel on approved 
access roads. 
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• Contractors will keep a spill kit on the site in case of machinery leaks or spills. 



2.1.3 Restricted Refueling Areas 



Restricted refueling areas include areas where the appropriate buffer (e.g., 100 feet 
from a wetland or waterbody) cannot be maintained.  All restricted refueling areas will be 
identified in the field with flagging or signs.  A site-specific plan and written approval from an 
EI will be required to refuel in restricted areas. 



• Approval must be received from an EI and, where necessary, appropriate 
regulatory permits must be obtained prior to refueling in restricted refueling areas. 



• In large wetlands where no upland site is available for refueling, auxiliary fuel tanks 
may be mounted to equipment to minimize the need for refueling. 



• Trained personnel must be available for refueling and an EI must be present unless 
a case-specific exemption is obtained in writing from WBI Energy’s Designated 
Representative. 



• Equipment such as large, stationary pumps will be fitted with auxiliary tanks as 
appropriate.  The auxiliary tanks will be placed within secondary containment 
which provides for a containment volume equal to a minimum of 110 percent of the 
volume of the largest tank in the containment structure. 



• Refueling within restricted refueling areas will take place only in areas designated 
by an EI.  Fuel trucks with a capacity in excess of 300 gallons will not be allowed 
within a restricted refueling area unless adequate secondary containment is 
provided. 



• Refueling of dewatering pumps, generators, and other small, portable equipment 
will be performed using approved containers with a maximum volume of 5 gallons. 



• Fuel trucks will be prohibited from traveling on temporary equipment bridges at 
stream crossings.  An EI may waive this restriction on a site-specific basis if a 
reasonable refueling option is not available.  Such case-specific exemptions must 
be approved in writing by WBI Energy’s Designated Representative. 



2.2 SPILL RESPONSE EQUIPMENT 



2.2.1 Staging Areas and Facility Sites 



• Contractors will stock a sufficient supply of sorbent and barrier materials at 
construction staging areas to allow the rapid containment and recovery of spilled 
material.  Sorbent and barrier materials will also be used to contain runoff from spill 
areas. 



• Shovels and labeled drums will be kept at each of the individual staging areas.  If 
small quantities of soil become contaminated within the staging area, they will be 
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collected and placed in the drums.  Large quantities of contaminated soil will be 
collected  prior to disposal using heavy equipment and will be stored in drums, 
lined bermed areas, or other suitable containment.  The Contractors will dispose 
of all contaminated soil in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. 



2.2.2 Project Right-of-Way 



• Each construction crew must have adequate absorbent materials and containment 
booms on hand to enable the rapid and complete cleanup of spills and sufficient 
tools and materials to stop leaks. 



• Contractors must maintain spill kits containing a sufficient quantity of absorbent 
and barrier materials to adequately contain and recover foreseeable spills.  These 
kits may include—but are not limited to—absorbent pads, straw bales, absorbent 
clay, saw dust, floor drying agents, spill containment barriers, plastic sheeting, 
skimmer pumps, and drums.  The equipment will be located near fuel storage 
areas and other locations as necessary to be readily available in the event of a 
spill. 



• All fuel (where possible) service trucks will carry adequate spill response materials.  
Spill response materials present on trucks should consist of absorbent pads, 
absorbent material, plastic bags, and a shovel. 



• The Spill Coordinator will inform an EI and all Contractor personnel of the location 
of spill control equipment and materials and have the equipment and materials 
readily accessible while construction activities are occurring. 



2.3 CONCRETE COATING 



Concrete coating activities will not be performed within 100 feet of a wetland or waterbody 
unless the location is an existing industrial site designated for such use. 



3.0 STORAGE, CONTAINMENT AND FACILITY TRANSFER 



All chemical storage containers, tanks, or barrels will be made of compatible materials 
with the appropriate temperature and pressure rating, overpressure protection, valving, and 
equalization lines necessary to comply with the appropriate state and federal regulations 
regarding storage of regulated substances.  All chemicals, regardless of container size, will be 
stored in secondary containment or designated storage areas when not actively in use. 



Fuel valves used for the final control of flow shall be of the self-closing type and shall be 
manually held open except were automatic means are provided for shutting off the flow when the 
vehicle is full. 



Contaminated liquids inside containment areas will not be allowed to be drained outside 
the containment structures onto the ground or into any open water course.  These liquids will be 
pumped or wiped out of containment structures and disposed of appropriately. 
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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 



Any employee who detects a spill incident while it is occurring should take the necessary 
measures to stop the flow but only if that employee has been trained to do so.  If the employee is 
unprepared to effectively control the spill, caution and good judgment should be used as to 
personal safety until a cleanup crew arrives.  Immediate containment by the discovering person 
can reduce the extent of the spill damage. 



4.1 FIRST PRIORITIES 



The first priorities after discovering a spill are to protect the safety of personnel and the 
public, minimize damage to the environment, and control costs associated with cleanup and 
reclamation.  Actions to be taken immediately following a spill include the following: 



1. Assess the safety of the situation (including the surrounding public). 
2. Sources of ignition will be removed from the area if it is safe to do so. 
3. The source of the spill will be shut off if it is safe to do so. 
4. Efforts to contain the spill immediately will be initiated if it is safe to do so. 



Cleanup activities will be initiated as soon as possible after the spill is contained using 
properly trained and protected personnel with adequate spill cleanup materials and equipment. 



5.0 SPILL REPORTING 



All spills will be reported immediately to the Spill Coordinator who will in turn work with an 
EI and WBI Energy’s Designated Representative to address and report the spill as necessary.  
The Spill Coordinator will record, at a minimum, the following information (found on the Spill 
Report Form in attachment A): 



1. date, time, and location of the spill; 
2. type of material spilled; 
3. amount of material spilled; 
4. extent of spill area; 
5. whether the material has reached or has the potential to reach a waterbody; 
6. status of spill containment and cleanup; and 
7. circumstances leading up to the spill. 



WBI Energy’s Designated Representative will report the spill to the appropriate regulatory 
agencies if the spill meets or exceeds a reportable threshold.  Appropriate agencies include, but 
may not be limited to, the following: 



1. North Dakota Department of Health at 1-701-328-5210 for non-emergencies or 
North Dakota Department of Emergency Services at 1-800-472-2121 (24 hour 
hotline) for emergencies.  The North Dakota Department of Health also requires 
completion of an online “General Environmental Incident” form available at 
http://www.ndhealth.gov/ehs/eir/eirform.htm for any spill of any volume. 



2. National Response Center (Washington D.C.) at 1-800-424-8802 (24 hours). 





http://www.ndhealth.gov/ehs/eir/eirform.htm
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Contractors are responsible for assisting WBI Energy with preparing follow-up written 
incident reports to regulatory agencies upon request and with accommodating any inspections 
performed by regulatory agencies. 



WBI Energy’s internal Spill Report Form will be completed by the Spill Coordinator and 
provided to WBI Energy’s Designated Representative as soon as possible but no later than the 
end of the workday on the day that the spill event occurred so agencies can be notified in a timely 
manner and pertinent information is available for reporting.  State and federal agencies must be 
notified within 24 hours of a reportable spill event.  Field personnel will report the spill to the state 
and federal agencies only if WBI Energy’s Designated Representative is unavailable to do so.  All 
Spill Report Forms and other reporting documentation will be kept on file by WBI Energy’s 
Designated Representative. 



6.0 SPILL CONTROL AND CLEANUP 



Spill control should only be done by employees trained and prepared to effectively control 
the spill.  Employees should make good judgment as to their personal role in the containment 
actions; however, prompt action can often prevent extensive spill damage.  Employees engaged 
in spill control will use the proper precautions and safety equipment as specified in the Safety 
Data Sheet(s).  The Designated Representative and EI will devise a cleanup plan as necessary 
based on location, quantity, and type of substance spilled. 



Upon learning of the spill, the Spill Coordinator will implement the measures in the 
following sections. 



6.1 LAND SPILL 



• As necessary, berms will be constructed with available equipment to physically 
contain the spill and sorbent materials will be applied to the spill area.  Traffic on 
contaminated soils will be minimized. 



• Contaminated soils and vegetation will be removed and disposed of at a licensed 
waste disposal facility. 



• Waste materials from the spill will be disposed of according to state and federal 
regulatory requirements. 



• The following information will be provided to the EI and the WBI Energy Designated 
Representative: 



o The amount of spilled material that was recovered during cleanup. 



o Proposed reclamation of remaining contaminated areas. 



o Storage method for the contaminated waste material before transport and 
disposal. 



o Transport and disposal documentation for the contaminated waste 
material. 
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6.2 WETLAND AND WATERBODY SPILL 



Regardless of size, the following conditions apply if a spill occurs near or into a stream, 
wetland, or an open surface water source. 



• For spills in standing water, floating booms, skimmer pumps, and holding tanks 
shall be used as appropriate by the contractor to recover and contain released 
materials on the surface of the water. 



• For a spill threatening a waterbody, berms and/or trenches will be constructed to 
contain the spill before it reaches the waterbody.  Deployment of booms, sorbent 
materials, and skimmers may be necessary if the spill reaches the water.  The 
spilled product will be collected and the affected area cleaned up in accordance 
with appropriate state or federal regulations. 



• Contaminated soils in wetlands must be excavated from the wetland.  The soils 
must be placed on and covered by plastic sheeting in approved containment areas 
at a minimum of 100 feet away from wetlands or waterbodies.  Contaminated soil 
will be disposed of as soon as possible in accordance with appropriate state or 
federal regulations. 



All cleanup activities will be conducted according to this SPCC Plan.  Personnel involved 
in cleanup activities will meet the minimum requirements for hazardous materials training and will 
use approved Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety equipment. 
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Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Spill Report Form 



Date of Spill:  Date of Spill Discovery:  
Time of Spill:  Time of Spill Discovery:  
Name and Title of Discoverer:  



Type of material spilled and manufacturer’s 
name: 



 
 
 



Legal description of spill location to the quarter 
section: 



 
 
 



Directions to nearest community: 
 



 
 
 



Estimated volume of spill (gallons):  
Weather conditions:  
Topography and surface conditions of spill site:  
Spill medium (pavement, sandy soil, water, 
etc.) 



 



Proximity of spill to surface waters: 
 



 



Did the spill reach a waterbody?  Yes  No 
If so, was a sheen present?  Yes  No 
Describe the causes and circumstances of the spill: 
 
 
 
Describe the extent of observed contamination, both horizontal and vertical (i.e., spill-stained soil in a 5-foot radius to a depth of 
1 inch): 
 
 
 
Describe immediate spill control and/or cleanup methods used and implementation schedule: 
 
 
 
Current status of cleanup actions:  



 
Name and Company of: 



Construction Superintendent:  



Spill Coordinator:  



Environmental Inspector:  



Person who reported spill:  



Form completed by:  Date:  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 



This Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and Operations Plan (Guided Bore Plan) 
describes procedures that WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) and its contractors 
(Guided Bore Contractors) will follow during guided bore operations associated with the proposed 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The intent of the Guided Bore Plan is to identify 
procedures to be implemented that minimize environmental impacts in the event that an 
inadvertent return of drilling fluids occurs during Project construction.  The Guided Bore Plan 
communicates the roles and responsibilities of personnel involved with the guided bores, provides 
monitoring procedures, and describes contingency plans in the event of an unsuccessful guided 
bore.  [Note:  An updated version of this plan will be filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) as more detailed information is finalized.] 



1.1 DESCRIPTION OF GUIDED BORE WATERBODY CROSSINGS 



As part of the Project, WBI Energy proposes to use the guided bore method to install a 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline under the Maple River, Sheyenne River, 
Pitcairn Creek, Antelope Creek, Wild Rice River, a perennial unnamed tributary to the Wild Rice 
River, as well as a number of other ephemeral/intermittent waterbodies.  The locations of the 
waterbodies are included in Resource Report 2 of WBI Energy’s application.   



[Note:  Prior to construction, the detailed scaled construction plans, crossing profile, and 
information regarding features that may increase the potential for an inadvertent return at 
perennial waterbodies will be provided as attachment A.] 



2.0 PERSONNEL AND RESPONSIBILITIES 



This section lists the personnel that will be involved with planning and performing the 
guided bores and specifies the responsibilities of WBI Energy and its Guided Bore Contractors.  
Qualified Guided Bore Contractors will be retained for completion of guided bore activities 
associated with the Project.  The Guided Bore Contractors will be trained and knowledgeable of 
requirements and procedures outlined in this Guided Bore Plan.  Environmental inspectors (EI) 
will work with the Guided Bore Contractors to monitor drilling activities and conduct inspections 
for potential signs of inadvertent returns.  The EI will work with WBI Energy personnel to notify 
regulatory and/or resource agency staff of any releases that occur.  More detailed descriptions of 
the roles and responsibilities of personnel involved in guided bore activities are described below. 



• Guided Bore Contractors:  The Guided Bore Contractors will be responsible for 
overall operation and monitoring of drill equipment and drilling conditions.  The 
Guided Bore Contractors must be trained and knowledgeable of the requirements 
and procedures described in this Guided Bore Plan.  The Guided Bore Contractors 
will continually monitor drilling conditions and maintain the records described in 
this Guided Bore Plan.  The Guided Bore Contractors are responsible for 
communicating loss of drilling fluid circulation and stopping or changing the drill 
program in the event of an observed or anticipated inadvertent return.  [Note:  The 
Guided Bore Contractor information is currently pending and will be provided with 
a future draft of this plan.] 
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• EI:  The EI, in conjunction with the Guided Bore Contractors, will periodically 
visually inspect the bore alignment for signs of inadvertent returns.  In the event of 
an inadvertent return, the EI will work with the Guided Bore Contractors to 
implement the remediation activities described in this Guided Bore Plan.  The EI 
will report any inadvertent returns to the designated WBI Energy Representative 
and work with the WBI Energy Representative to notify regulatory and/or resource 
agencies of the inadvertent return as required.  The EI will document response and 
remediation actions taken for the inadvertent return. 



• WBI Energy Representative:  A designated WBI Energy Representative will be 
responsible for notifying regulatory and/or resource agencies of inadvertent returns 
as required and working with the agencies, Guided Bore Contractors, EIs, and 
other Project personnel as appropriate to develop and implement any corrective 
actions associated with an inadvertent return. 



3.0 PRECONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 



3.1 TRAINING 



Prior to initiation of Project activities, all Guided Bore Contractors and WBI Energy 
personnel involved in Project construction will be required to attend formal environmental training.  
The training will include review of the elements and procedures described in this Guided Bore 
Plan.  The WBI Energy Representative will maintain documentation of training topics and 
personnel in attendance.  The EI will provide subsequent training to personnel who arrive on the 
Project during construction.  The level of training received will be commensurate with the roles 
and responsibilities of the individuals and will focus on measures to be implemented to minimize 
risk of an inadvertent return, on the guided bore-specific health and safety topics, and on the 
inadvertent return containment equipment and materials. 



Additional training will be completed in the event that personnel or conditions change and 
affect the implementation of the guided bore (e.g., weather, scope changes). 



3.2 INSPECTION 



Guided Bore Contractor personnel and the EI will inspect the land-based portions of the 
drill path prior to construction to identify any conditions that would impede the visual and 
pedestrian field inspection and will develop modifications to the inspection routine as needed. 



3.3 NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 



3.3.1 Landowner Notification 



Prior to commencing the guided bore, landowners will be notified in writing of the upcoming 
construction, which will include the anticipated guided bore start and end dates, planned access 
routes to the construction sites, and contact information for WBI Energy personnel.  Landowner 
permission will be obtained prior to conducting the pedestrian survey and land-based inspection 
of the drill path. 
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3.3.2 Agency Notification 



WBI Energy will notify appropriate agencies—including FERC, the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, and state agencies—prior to the commencement of the guided bore crossing 
if required by agency permits.  The notification will include the anticipated duration of drilling and 
contact information for appropriate WBI Energy personnel. 



4.0 DOCUMENTATION 



This Guided Bore Plan will be available and accessible to all personnel on the site during 
guided bore activities.  Additional documentation that will be available and accessible on site is 
described in table 2. 



TABLE 1 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Documentation to Be Available/Accessible on Site 



Procedure Responsible Party Documentation 
Employee Training WBI Energy Representative and EI Record of employee training detailing when training was 



conducted, material covered, and employees in 
attendance. 



Visual Monitoring Guided Bore Contractor and EI Record name of inspector, time of inspection, and 
observations for each inspection. 



Instrument Logs Guided Bore Contractor Logs that document pilot hole progression, drill string 
axial and torsional loads, annulus pressures, and drilling 
fluid discharge rate and pressure. 



Drilling Fluid Composition Guided Bore Contractor Logs of drilling fluid composition and physical properties 
throughout drilling activities.  Safety Data Sheets for 
drilling fluid and any additives will be maintained. 



Public and Agency 
Correspondence 



WBI Energy Representative and EI Records of communication with the public and agencies 
and any response actions taken if required. 



 
A summary of guided bore activities will be included in construction status reports provided 



to FERC. 



5.0 DRILLING FLUID MANAGEMENT 



Drilling fluid (also referred to as drilling mud) will consist of water mixed with bentonite—a 
non-toxic, naturally occurring sedimentary clay.  Although not currently determined, there is 
potential that the Guided Bore Contractors may propose to use drilling fluid additives.  Drilling 
fluid additives used during construction will be limited to non-petrochemical-based, non-
hazardous additives currently certified to the American National Standards Institute / National 
Sanitation Foundation International Standard 60.  Use of additives other than those certified to 
the American National Standards Institute / National Sanitation Foundation International 
Standard 60 would not be allowed unless approved by the appropriate regulatory authorities.  In 
addition, use of any drilling fluid additive or lost circulation material that has not been previously 
disclosed would require advance notification to, and approval by, FERC.  Documentation of the 
composition and properties of all drilling fluids to be used will be maintained at the job site and 
available for review by WBI Energy, the EI, and by any jurisdictional authorities.  No fluid additives 
will be used that do not comply with the permit requirements and environmental regulations 
applicable to the Project. 
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[Note:  Prior to construction, additional information regarding sources of drilling water and 
laboratory analysis (as applicable), drilling fluid additives and Safety Data Sheets, anticipated 
volumes, and drilling fluid disposal will be provided as attachment B.] 



6.0 DRILLING OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS AND MONITORING AND RESPONSE 
ACTIONS 



Table 3 provides an overview of the drilling operational conditions and corresponding 
monitoring and response actions.  Subsequent sections of this Guided Bore Plan provide details 
regarding each of the three conditions identified in table 3. 



TABLE 2 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Overview of Drilling Operational Conditions and Monitoring and Response Actions 



Condition Status Actions 
Condition 1:  
Normal Drilling 
Conditions 



Normal drilling fluid 
circulation is maintained 



• Perform routine collection of drilling fluid at endpoints. 
• Perform routine drilling data collection. 
• Conduct routine visual monitoring. 



Condition 2:  
Loss of 
Circulation 



Loss, or significant 
reduction, of drilling fluid 
circulation 



• Discontinue drilling; continue pumping and rotating, and slowly swab the 
drill string, if appropriate. 



• Notify the EI. 
• Adjust drilling fluid and parameters in an effort to regain circulation. 
• Perform focused visual monitoring. 
• Continue drilling if no release to surface is detected. 



Condition 3:  
Drilling Fluid 
Release and 
Remediation 



Drilling fluid release to 
surface or waterbody is 
confirmed 



• Notify EI and the WBI Energy Representative. 
• Notify regulatory agencies and authorities having jurisdiction. 
• Discontinue pumping; continue rotating and slowly swab the drill string, 



if appropriate. 
• Monitor and document the release area. 
• Contain and collect the release, if practical. 
• If the release is contained and collected, resume pumping and drilling. 
• If containment and collection is not practical, suspend guided bore 



operations. 
• WBI Energy, in consultation with jurisdictional authorities, will issue a 



notice to proceed, notice to relocate, or notice to shut down. 



 
6.1 CONDITION 1—NORMAL DRILLING CONDITIONS 



6.1.1 Drilling Operations 



Documentation of the composition and properties of all drilling fluids to be used will be 
maintained at the job site and will be available for review by WBI Energy, its designated 
representative, the EI, and authorities having jurisdiction.  Documentation shall include complete 
manufacturer’s literature and Safety Data Sheets.  No fluid will be used that does not comply with 
permit requirements and environmental regulations. 



The Guided Bore Contractor shall maximize reuse of drilling fluid surface returns by 
providing solids control and fluid cleaning equipment of a configuration and capacity that can 
process surface returns and produce drilling fluid suitable for reuse. 
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Guided Bore drilling rigs are equipped with instrumentation that monitors various 
parameters of the drilling process, such as fluid flowrate, annular pressure, thrust pressure, 
rotational torque, angle, and depth.  The Guided Bore Contractor shall provide and maintain 
instrumentation that will accurately locate the pilot hole, measure drill string axial and torsional 
loads, and measure drilling fluid discharge rate and pressure.  Drilling fluid pressure can only be 
monitored during drilling of the pilot hole.  During reaming and swab passes, drilling fluid pressure 
is negligible due to the open ends of the drill path.  WBI Energy and its designated representatives 
will have access to these instruments and readings at all times.  If requested, WBI Energy will 
provide this information to regulatory agencies having jurisdiction.  A log of all recorded readings 
shall be maintained at the drill rig site and will become a part of the “As-Built” information to be 
supplied by the Guided Bore Contractor. 



6.1.2 Routine Monitoring 



Routine monitoring under Condition 1 will consist of a visual examination by Guided Bore 
Contractor personnel or the EI along the drilled alignment, including observing for turbidity plumes 
within the waterbody being crossed.  These examinations will be made periodically on a time 
interval not to exceed 4 hours and may be curtailed during hours of darkness.  If a sudden loss in 
drilling fluid pressure is detected, then powerboats, unmanned drones, and/or other aerial or 
over-water equipment will be used to observe and monitor for turbidity plumes at the surface of 
the waterbody during the guided bore crossing.  The Guided Bore Contractor personnel or EI will 
have appropriate operational communication equipment (e.g., radio, cell phone) available at all 
times while observing the installation of the guided bore crossing.  The name of the examiner, 
time of the examination, and observations shall be kept in a log at the rig site and will be available 
for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated representatives.  Upon request, WBI Energy will 
also make the logs available to the regulatory agencies having jurisdiction. 



If loss of circulation and possible release of drilling fluid to the surface is detected, 
Condition 2 will be implemented. 



6.2 CONDITION 2—LOSS OF CIRCULATION 



6.2.1 Drilling Operations 



The following procedures shall be implemented if a loss, or significant reduction, of drilling 
fluid circulation occurs: 



• Discontinue drilling or reaming activities.  Continue pumping and rotating and 
slowly swab the drill string, if appropriate.  Swabbing involves withdrawing the drill 
string to mechanically clean the drilled hole and reduces chances of the drill string 
getting stuck. 



• The Guided Bore Contractor shall immediately notify the EI.  The EI will document 
that operations are continuing under Condition 2 in the daily report and notify the 
WBI Energy representative as necessary. 



• The Guided Bore Contractor shall immediately take steps to restore circulation, 
which include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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o Adjust drilling fluid properties and parameters to encourage annular flow by 
specifically weighting up or down, increasing viscosity, or adding lost 
circulation material (walnut shells, mica, or other additives to promote 
circulation) to plug the seam where fluid is being lost.  Flow shall be 
maintained such that annular velocities promote returns to the drilling pits. 



o At the Guided Bore Contractor’s option, employ lost circulation material as 
long as such materials have been approved by WBI Energy and comply 
with permit requirements and environmental regulations. 



• Perform focused monitoring along the drill path for drilling fluid release to surface. 



• If circulation is restored or drilling fluid is not observed at surface, drilling will 
continue under Condition 2 for a period of not less than 8 drilling hours.  If a release 
is not identified and loss or significant reduction of drilling fluid circulation does not 
occur, the Guided Bore Contractor shall notify the EI that drilling under Condition 
1 has resumed.  The EI will document that drilling under Condition 1 has resumed. 



• If drilling fluid release is identified through focused monitoring, Condition 3 shall be 
implemented. 



• If circulation cannot be restored, the Guided Bore Contractor shall notify the EI and 
WBI Energy and continue drilling under Condition 2. 



6.2.2 Focused Monitoring 



Focused monitoring under Condition 2 will consist of continuous visual observation along 
the drilled alignment by Guided Bore Contractor personnel and/or the EI with no other jobsite 
responsibilities.  Focused monitoring will take place over the minimum 8-hour Condition 2 drilling 
timeline, as indicated above.  The time and results of drilled alignment observations shall be kept 
in a log at the rig site and shall be available for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated 
representatives.  Upon request, WBI Energy will also make the logs available to the regulatory 
agencies having jurisdiction.  If a drilling fluid release to the surface is detected, Condition 3 shall 
be implemented. 



6.3 CONDITION 3—DRILLING FLUID RELEASE AND REMEDIATION 



6.3.1 Drilling Operations 



The following procedures will be implemented if a drilling fluid release to the surface is 
detected: 



• The Guided Bore Contractor will cease drilling immediately and notify the EI.  The 
EI will document the location of the release and the containment and cleanup of 
the release in the daily report.  WBI Energy will be notified immediately of any 
releases into a waterbody or other sensitive areas, or if a release threatens to enter 
these areas.  
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• In the event of a release into a waterbody, WBI Energy shall immediately notify the 
following agencies and contacts listed in table 4 below [Prior to construction, the 
names and contact information will be added to this plan]. 



TABLE 3 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Inadvertent Release Notification Information 



Agency Name Phone Number 
FERC David Hanobic 202-502-8312 



United States Army Corps of Engineers TBD TBD 



United States Fish and Wildlife Service TBD TBD 



Department of Health, Division of Water Quality TBD TBD 



State Water Commission TBD TBD 



Game and Fish Department TBD TBD 



 
• The Guided Bore Contractor will discontinue pumping and will rotate and slowly 



swab the drill string if appropriate.  Swabbing involves withdrawing the drill string 
to mechanically clean the drilled hole and reduces chances of the drill string getting 
stuck. 



• If public health and safety are threatened by the inadvertent release, drilling 
operations will be shut down until the threat is eliminated. 



• If the release occurs on land, it shall be contained with hand-placed barriers (e.g., 
hay bales, sand bags, silt fences) and collected for disposal or reuse.  If the amount 
of the release exceeds that which can be contained with hand-placed barriers, 
small excavated collection sumps (less than 5 cubic yards) may be used.  Pumping 
and drilling may continue under Condition 2 as long as the release is being 
contained and collected. 



• If the amount of the release occurring on land exceeds that which can be contained 
and collected using small sumps, drilling operations shall be suspended until 
released volumes can be brought under control. 



• It is considered generally ineffective and unfeasible to contain drilling fluids that 
may be released into a large waterbody.  If the release occurs directly into a river, 
natural river currents would dissipate the drilling fluid such that—depending on the 
fluid volume—it is not anticipated that a release would significantly increase the 
natural turbidity of the affected river.  Bentonite would be suspended in the water 
column and then settle out downstream.  However, if the EI determines that the 
turbidity plume would adversely affect sensitive resources or the plume is 
excessively large, a floating turbidity curtain or floating silt booms may be 
implemented over the release to contain the fluid and facilitate settling of the 
suspended solids.  In those areas that can be contained, the underwater release 
will be collected using pumps. 
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• If the release occurs near a potable water source or water well, the Guided Bore 
Contractor will test the water quality and yield for the water well owner and will 
provide an alternate supply of water to affected landowners until the water source 
or well is repaired.  Water well repairs will occur at WBI Energy’s expense. 



• If the amount of any drilling fluid release on land exceeds that which can be 
practically contained and collected or if a turbidity plume within a waterbody is 
observed to be excessively large, drilling operations shall be suspended and the 
Guided Bore Contractor will notify WBI Energy that drilling cannot continue without 
a continuous release of drilling fluid.  WBI Energy, in consultation with jurisdictional 
authorities, will then issue a notice to proceed or issue a notice to shut down until 
further notice. 



• If impacts are noted to be occurring to fish or wildlife due to exposure to released 
drilling fluids, drilling operations shall be suspended and the Guided Bore 
Contractor will notify WBI Energy immediately.  WBI Energy, in consultation with 
jurisdictional authorities, will issue a notice to proceed or issue a notice to shut 
down until further notice. 



6.3.2 Focused Monitoring 



Focused monitoring under Condition 3 will consist of continuous visual observation along 
the drilled alignment and at any and all release areas.  Focused monitoring shall be conducted 
by Guided Bore Contractor personnel and/or the EI with no other jobsite responsibilities.  The time 
and results of the focused monitoring observations shall be kept in a written log at the jobsite and 
shall be available for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated representatives.  Upon request, 
WBI Energy will also make the logs available to the regulatory agencies having jurisdiction. 



7.0 RESPONDING TO INADVERTENT RETURNS 



7.1 MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 



Materials that will be stored on the site in the event of an inadvertent return include the 
following: 



• wood stakes; 



• sandbags; 



• plastic sheeting; 



• spill sorbent pads and booms; 



• certified weed-free straw bales; 



• silt fence; 



• corrugated plastic pipe; 
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• shovels; and 



• push brooms. 



Mechanical equipment that will be either immediately available or staged on the site in 
case of an inadvertent return include the following: 



• vacuum truck; 



• centrifugal, trash, and sup pumps; 



• rubber-tired or wide-track backhoe; 



• storage tanks; 



• floating turbidity curtains; 



• powerboats, unmanned drones, or other means of monitoring the lake surface; and 



• skidsteer, as needed. 



7.2 RETURNS WITHIN CERTIFICATED WORKSPACE 



Containment and cleanup of returns within uplands and wetlands within the certificated 
workspace will occur immediately following the discovery.  Guided Bore Contractor personnel will 
utilize the materials described above to contain and control the spread of any released drilling 
fluid.  Drilling fluid will generally be cleaned by hand using hand shovels, buckets, and soft-bristled 
brooms where possible to avoid damage to existing vegetation.  In heavily impacted areas, 
mechanized equipment may be utilized and restoration techniques will be implemented in 
accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan and 
Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures.  Fresh water washes will also 
be employed if deemed beneficial and feasible.  Material will be collected in containers for 
temporary storage prior to removal from the site. 



7.3 RETURNS OUTSIDE CERTIFICATED WORKSPACE 



Should an inadvertent return be discovered outside of certificated workspace, WBI Energy 
will attempt to gather landowner permission, obtain all required environmental clearances, and 
seek a FERC variance in order to access the impacted area as soon as possible. 



8.0 RESTORATION 



If an inadvertent return were to occur, the Guided Bore Plan will be implemented to contain 
and recover the drilling fluid.  Areas that were affected by the inadvertent return will be restored 
to preconstruction conditions to the extent practicable in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion 
Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and 
Mitigation Procedures. 
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9.0 CONTINGENCY PLANNING 



If the actions described above do not address the issue, WBI Energy may implement 
mitigation measures, select a new drill path, or abandon the drill and consider alternate crossing 
measures.  Abandonment procedures and alternative crossing measures will be discussed with 
appropriate permitting and regulatory agencies and required approvals will be obtained prior to 
implementing alternative crossing measures. 



9.1 MITIGATION MEASURES 



Before identifying alternative crossing locations or techniques, an attempt will be made to 
identify and assess the reason for the drill failure and implement measures to reduce additional 
inadvertent returns.  Potential mitigation measures include the following: 



• utilize surface (conductor) casing(s); 



• use the intersect drill method; 



• pre-grout permeable ground or fractured rock; 



• install relief wells to provide a preferential pathway for drilling fluids to migrate to 
the surface; and/or 



• plan for use of special drilling fluids, viscosity, pressure, and/or drill speed. 



9.2 NEW DRILL PATH 



Depending on the nature of the problem, WBI Energy may choose to select a new drill 
path that mitigates the cause of the problem.  This would result in an altered alignment or depth 
of drill path, which may retain sections of the original drilled path that are not at risk to the problem.  
For any section of abandoned hole, the abandonment procedures identified in section 9.3 below 
would apply only to the abandoned section of the hole. 



9.3 ABANDONMENT 



In the event a drill hole is to be abandoned, the following procedures will be implemented: 



• heavy drilling mud or cement mixture will be pumped into the hole as the drill 
assembly is extracted to seal the abandoned drill hole; and 



• the drill end points will be cut and sealed within approximately 5 feet of the surface,  
filled with soil, and graded to the original contour. 



9.4 ALTERNATIVE CROSSING METHODS 



WBI Energy proposes to cross the waterbodies addressed in this plan via guided bore; 
however, in the event that the above options have been exhausted at a guided bore waterbody 
crossing, WBI Energy is committed to completing the Project in an effective and timely manner 
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and will consider alternative crossing options.  In developing an appropriate alternative to the 
proposed guided bore crossings, consideration will be given to the following: 



• stream bank type, flow width, depth, velocity, and flow volume; 



• surrounding topography; 



• waterbody substrate; 



• condition of riparian areas; 



• condition and extent of wetlands, if any, on each side of the crossing; and 



• aquatic biota. 



These and other factors will be considered and discussed with the appropriate regulatory 
agencies to minimize environmental impact and secure appropriate approvals.  WBI Energy will 
conduct a site-specific analysis to select other feasible crossing methods that do not utilize the 
guided bore method.  This could include a new route alignment and trenching and backfilling the 
pipeline across the waterbody bed.  Final selection of an alternative crossing method will be 
submitted to FERC and other jurisdictional agencies with supporting data.
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Attachment A Detailed Scaled Guided Bore Plan and Profile 
Drawings 
(Plan and profile drawings for perennial waterbody 
crossings to be provided prior to construction) 
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Attachment B Drilling Fluid Additive Safety Data Sheets 
(to be provided prior to construction) 
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1 December 2021 



Grace Puppe 
County Planner 
Cass County Planning Office 
1201 Main Ave. W 
West Fargo, North Dakota 58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Ms. Puppe, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
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1 December 2021 



Kyle Krump 
Councilman 
Colfax City Council 
PO Box 51 
Colfax, ND 58018 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Krump, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
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1 December 2021 



Russel Sahr 
Chairman 
City of Horace Planning Commission 
215 Park Drive East 
Horace, ND 58047 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Chairman Sahr, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
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1 December 2021 



Sue Kersting 
Committee Member 
Kindred Planning and Zoning Committee 
31 5th Avenue N 
Kindred, North Dakota 58051 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Ms. Kersting, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Reina Foster 
ERM 
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Davis Gray



From: City of Kindred <cityofkindred@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 4:01 PM
To: Davis Gray
Subject: WBI/MDU Information Requests on Projects in the Vicinity
Attachments: ERM_WBI Energy Transmission_MDU Kindred-Wahpeton Extension_ROI on Projects in 



the Vicinity_12.09.2021.pdf



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 



Hello Davis, 



Thank you for calling today. As we discussed, the City of Kindred is not aware of any projects within our immediate area 
that would affect the Wahpeton Expansion Project. We look forward to this project filling the need for natural gas in our 
area. Please let us know if you have any further questions. 



Thanks! 



Tabitha Arnaud 
Kindred City Auditor 
Phone: (701) 428‐3115 
www.KindredND.com 



***OFFICE HOURS*** 
Monday ‐ Thursday: 8:30am‐3:30pm 
Friday: CLOSED 



From: City of Kindred  
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2021 1:33 PM 
To: Mike Blevins <midwestinspectionservicesnd@gmail.com> 
Cc: Sue Kersting <suzyquack@yahoo.com> 
Subject: WBI/MDU Information Requests on Projects in the Vicinity 



Hi Mike, 



I shared the attached letter with Sue Kersting (copied). I know you are helping with building permits in the surrounding 
townships/areas too, so we felt you may be the best contact to help answer the questions within the letter. Can you 
please review and let me know if there would be anything in our area that should be shared with ERM? Or if you have 
already responded on behalf of another entity?  



Thanks for your help! 



Tabitha Arnaud 
Kindred City Auditor 
Phone: (701) 428‐3115 
www.KindredND.com 
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***OFFICE HOURS*** 
Monday ‐ Thursday: 8:30am‐3:30pm 
Friday: CLOSED  



If you would like to register for email updates and notices from the City of Kindred, simply reply or email us 
with “EMAIL LIST” in the Subject line. 



If you would like to be removed from our email list, please reply back with “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the Subject 
line. 
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ERM Environmental Resources Management  
CityCentre Four  
840 West Sam Houston Parkway North, 
Suite 600  
Houston, Texas 77024-3920 



Telephone: +1 281-600-1000 
Fax: +1 281-520-4625 



www.erm.com 



Page 1 of 2 



1 December 2021 



Jay Dietz 
Chairman 
Mapleton Planning & Zoning Commission 
PO Box 9  
Mapleton, ND  58059 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Chairman Dietz, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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ERM 1 December 2021 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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ERM Environmental Resources Management  
CityCentre Four  
840 West Sam Houston Parkway North, 
Suite 600  
Houston, Texas 77024-3920 
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Fax: +1 281-520-4625 



www.erm.com 
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1 December 2021 



Sid Berg 
Commissioner 
Richland County Board of Commissioners 
PO Box 55 
Colfax, ND 58018 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Commissioner Berg, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Chris DeVries 
Community Development Director 
Wahpeton Community Development 
1900 4th Street 
Wahpeton, ND 58075 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. DeVries, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Tim Solberg 
Assistant City Administrator 
West Fargo Planning and Community Development Department 
800 Fourth Ave. E, Suite 1 
West Fargo, ND  58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Solberg, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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From: Aaron M. Nelson <Aaron.Nelson@westfargond.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, December 30, 2021 4:44 PM 
To: Reina Foster <Reina.Foster@erm.com> 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project Request for Information on Projects in 
the Vicinity 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 



Reina Foster, 



The City of West Fargo received your letter regarding “WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion 
Project Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity” dated 12/1/2021. 



Planning staff is unaware of any projects in this area, aside from the FM Diversion Project (https://fmdiversion.gov/). 
Please note that the City of West Fargo exercises extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction within this vicinity. If you have any 
additional questions, please let me know. 



Thank you, 



Aaron M. Nelson, AICP 
Planning Director, City of West Fargo 



800 Fourth Ave. E., Suite #1 
West Fargo, ND 58078 
(701) 515-5373



1H-27











2



Visit our website at: 
westfargond.gov 
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1 December 2021 



Joe Kolb 
Chairman 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
800 Fourth Ave. E., Suite 1 
West Fargo, ND 58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Kolb, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 
 



 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
 
Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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ERM 



Call Log 
Log of Telephone Conversation 



Date March 10, 2022 



Time of Conversation 9:30 AM (Central Time) 



Call To / From Whom To: Jason Benson 



Company / Organization Cass County Highway Department 



Phone Number (701) 298-2370



ERM Contact Davis Gray 



Phone number 281-638-2615



Reference Wahpeton Expansion Project 



LOG OF CONVERSATION 
Mr. Gray requested information about the timing of the Bridge Replacement and Drain 14 Realignment 
project listed on the Cass County website. 



Mr. Benson indicated that they wanted to begin as early April 2022 and, and that it should be 
completed before July 4, 2022.  He noted that flooding could cause delays, and that anticipated that 
construction would not extend beyond August 2022 This all depends on flooding though so that could 
cause delays. Construction shouldn’t last past August.  
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ERM 



Call Log 
Log of Telephone Conversation 



Date May 2, 2022 



Time of Conversation 9:00 AM (Central Time) 



Call To / From Whom To: Grant Golatter 



Company / Organization North Dakota Department of Transportation 



Phone Number (701) 205-7399



ERM Contact Davis Gray 



Phone number 281-638-2615



Reference Wahpeton Expansion Project Cumulative Research 



LOG OF CONVERSATION 
Mr. Gray called and requested information about the preventative maintenance project on Highway 94 
between Casselton and West Fargo, and Mr. Golatter indicated that the project began in April 2022, 
and is anticipated to be complete by August 2022.  



Mr. Golatter mentioned that there is additional work in the vicinity, including a bridge replacement 
project between Casselton and Mapleton that will be completed next year, two bridge replacement 
projects that will be completed before winter of this year, and one bridge that will be completed in 
spring of next year.  
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



Meridian Grove 
2nd Addition 



Residential Verity Homes plans to expand 
the Meridian Grove 2nd Addition 
Project subdivision project. 



Under 
construction 



Under 
construction/ 
Unknown 



Cass 1.0 mile south 
of MP 1.4 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Mapleton, 
North Dakota, 
2021 



Asmoor Glen Residential Beyond Reality plans to expand 
the Asmoor Glen subdivision 
along the Maple River Golf 
Course.  



Under 
construction 



Under 
construction/ 
Unknown 



Cass 1.2 miles 
south of MP 
1.3 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Mapleton, 
North Dakota, 
2021 



Flickertail Solar 
Project 



Energy Savion is developing a 
350-megawatt solar project that 
will provide power to 
approximately 100,000 homes 
near Colfax, North Dakota.  The 
project will take place on a 3,000-
acre site in an upside down 
horseshoe shape to the east, 
north, and west of the city of 
Colfax, North Dakota.  
Construction of the project is 
expected to last 9 months and is 
expected to create hundreds of 
jobs during construction and 2 to 
3 permanent jobs once 
construction is complete.  The 
project will also create tax 
benefits for Richland County. 



Permit 
obtained 



2022/2024 Richland Likely 0.8 mile 
south of MP 
39.7 (Exact 
location 
unknown) 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Wahpeton 
Daily News, 
2020 



Harmony Solar 
Project 



Energy National Grid Renewables 
(formerly Geronimo Energy) is 
planning to spend $320 million 
on the Harmony Solar Project, a 
200-megawatt system located 
near Fargo in Harmony 
Township.  State and local 
officials approved the project in 
2019; however, the project has 
not started construction as of 
October 2021. 



Permit 
obtained 



Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass 2.8 miles 
north of MP 
0.3 



 



0 SO Grand Forks 
Herald, 2018 
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NuStar Pipeline 
Operating 
Partnership 
Pipeline 
Relocation 
Project 



Energy NuStar Pipeline Operating 
Partnership L.P. (NuStar) is 
proposing to relocate the portion 
of NuStar’s existing North 
System Pipeline that will be 
impacted by construction of the 
Fargo-Moorhead Diversion 
Channel.  The project will involve 
installation of approximately 2.21 
miles of 10-inch inside diameter 
steel pipeline. 



Permit 
obtained 



Unknown (but 
prior to the 
Fargo-
Moorhead 
Diversion 
Channel 
construction 
in the region)/ 
Unknown 



Cass 0.2 miles east 
of MP 6.1 



 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, AQ-con 



North Dakota 
Public Service 
Commission, 
2020 



MDU 
Distribution 
System for 
Kindred 



Energy MDU will build a new 
nonjurisdictional distribution 
system to provide natural gas to 
industrial and residential 
customers in Kindred that want to 
convert from propane to natural 
gas service. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Will connect 
with the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 
facilities at the 
MDU-Kindred 
Border Station 
and extend 
west to 
customers in 
Kindred 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 
 



MDU 
Distribution 
System for 
Wahpeton 



Energy MDU will build an incremental 
nonjurisdictional distribution line 
to connect the new MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station to 
customers in Wahpeton. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Will connect 
with the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 
facilities at the 
MDU-
Wahpeton 
Border Station 
and extend 
east to 
customers in 
Wahpeton 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



MDU 
Distribution - 
Farm Tap 
Service 



Energy If WBI Energy builds farm taps 
off the mainline, MDU could run 
nonjurisdictional service lines to 
potential landowners for grain 
dryers, workshops, and 
residences.  The number and 
type of service has still not been 
determined. 



Unknown Unknown 
(likely 2024)/ 
Unknown; 
likely 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Facilities 
would connect 
to as yet to be 
determined 
farm taps 
along 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project right-
of-way 



1.0, various 
locations 
 
 



WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 



Fargo-
Moorhead Area 
Diversion 
Project 



Utilities 
(Non 
Energy) 



This USACE Flood Risk 
Management Project is a 20,000-
cubic foot per second diversion 
channel in North Dakota with 
upstream staging.  This project 
includes a southern 
embankment, river control 
structures on the Wild Rice and 
Red Rivers, and diversion 
channels into the Red, Rush, and 
Lower Rush River Inlets. 



Under 
construction 



2017/ 2025 Cass and 
Richland 



At its closest 
point 1.3 
miles east of 
MP 5.2 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Metro Flood 
Diversion 
Authority. 
2021 
 



Power lines Utilities 
(Non 
Energy) 



Power lines will need to be built 
to serve the nonjurisdictional 
facilities. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
the Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Unknown but 
a portion of 
the power 
lines could be 
adjacent to 
the proposed 
MDU—
Kindred and 
MDU—
Wahpeton 
border 
stations 



<0.5 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VSN-con, 
AQ-con 



Applicant 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



Kindred/Daven
port Regional 
Airport (i.e., 
Robert 
Odegaard Field 
Airport) 
Runway 
Expansion 



Transportat
ion 



The Kindred Airport has plans to 
expand the runway and 
departure surface to cross 53rd 
Street and 166th street. 



Expansion 
plans have 
been 
developed 



First 
expansion -
2027; 
Future 
expansion – 
unknown/ 
First 
expansion -
2029; Future 
expansion - 
Unknown 



Cass 0.4 miles west 
of MP 23.3 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, VS, N-
con  



Applicant 



Ongoing 
agricultural 
Activity 



Other The majority of lands crossed by 
the project are existing 
agricultural fields.  The 
agricultural activity is expected to 
continue in this area for the life of 
the project. 



Past, 
present, 
future 



Not 
Applicable/ 
Ongoing 



Cass and 
Richland 



Entire Project 702.2 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VS, N-op, N-
con, AQ-con 



N/A 



New unnamed 
pipeline 



Energy The North Dakota Legislature 
approved $150 million 
appropriation from federal 
pandemic relief funds to support 
construction of a major natural 
gas pipeline project to capture 
gas from western North Dakota 
and transport it to eastern North 
Dakota.  The additional natural 
gas takeaway capacity is needed 
soon or oil producers will be 
forced to constrain production to 
avoid flaring the associated 
natural gas. 



Unknown Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass (and 
many other 
counties) 



Information 
Not Available 



0 SO Western 
Dakota 
Energy 
Association, 
2021 



North Dakota 
Department  of 
Transportation 
(NDDOT) 1 



Transportat
ion 



NDDOT structure repair project 
on I-29 southbound bridge at the 
Wild Rice River. 



Complete April 2021/ 
July 2021 



Cass 7.5 miles east 
of MP 18.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 2 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project including spall 
repair, joint repair, Concrete 
Pavement Repair, and deck 
repair on I-94, 9th St, 45th St, 
and I-29 interchange. 



Complete 2021/ 2021 Cass 6.2 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 3 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project including 
grading, Plain Cement Concrete, 
bridge, and bike path work on 
64th Ave S and 38th St S to 33rd 
St S in Fargo. 



Under 
construction 



Spring 2021/ 
Fall 2022 



Cass 7.1 miles east 
of MP 12.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 4 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT paving on I-29, 
Northbound, 3.8 miles south of 
Grandin to 1.2 miles north of ND 
200. 



Unable to 
confirm 
construction 
schedule. 



Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass 19.3 miles 
north of MP 0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 5 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving mill and 
overlay on Hwy 38 from JCT I-94 
North to Page. 



Upcoming; 
went to bid 
in December 
2021 



2022/ 2022 Cass 23.4 miles 
west of MP 
0.4 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 6 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 
intersection turn lane 
improvements on I-29 /38th St. 
Intersection. 



Complete May 2021 
October 2021 



Cass 7.0 miles east 
of MP 10.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 7 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Concrete Pavement 
Repair on I-29 from Main Ave to 
Co 20 north and southbound 
lanes. 



Complete 2021/ 2021 Cass 7.8 miles east 
of MP 5.2 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 8 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT chip seal on I-29 near 
South Dakota border (SD line to 
RP 11, 11.3 Miles). 



Bid opens 
February 
2022 



2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 23.3 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 9 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT construction of the I-94 
Raymond Interchange. 



Complete July 2021/ 
September 
2021 



Cass 0.0 miles 
Intersects the 
project 
workspace at 
MP 6.0 



0.25 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS,  
N-op, N-con, 
AQ-con 



NDDOT, 
2021a 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 10 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving mill and 
overlay on Highway 10 Junction 
18 Casselton to Mapleton. 



Complete 2020/ 
Unknown 



Cass Crosses the 
project at MP 
0.7 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VS, N-con, 
AQ-con 



NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 11 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT deck overlay on 12th 
Avenue North in Fargo. 



Complete 2020/ August 
2020 



Cass 7.3 miles east 
of MP 5.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 12 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT concrete median barrier 
on I-29 south of 17th Avenue 
South in Fargo. 



Complete June 2020/ 
October 2020 



Cass 7.2 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 13 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT deck Overlay on the 
Wild Rice River structure at RP 
14.58 North Bound Roadway, 
Deck Replacement Exit 15 
(Great Bend Interchange), and 
Deck Overlay on the BNSF 
Separation (RP 33.013) South 
Bound Roadway. 



Complete 2020/ 2020 Richland 7.6 miles east 
of MP 18.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 14 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Concrete pavement 
repair and chip sealing on ND 13 
from I-29 to Wahpeton. 



Complete 2020/ 2020 Richland 4.4 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 15 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Project on Highway 13 
E, Junction 13E to Junction 127 
thin overlay. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 4.4 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 16 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project on Highway 18N, 
0.8 mile of curb ramps from 7th 
Street to 3rd Street in Casselton. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass 7.1 miles west 
of MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 17 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project on Hwy 29 12.6 
miles Major Rehabilitation, 
Hunter to Near Blanchard. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass, Traill 20.9 miles 
northwest of 
MP 0.3 



0 SO NDDOT  
2021b 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 18 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving about 8 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on Highway 94 
between west of Wheatland to 
east of Cassleton. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass 4.8 miles 
southwest of 
MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 19 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 10.9 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on Highway 94 
between East Casselton to near 
West Fargo. 



Under 
construction 



April 2022/ 
August 2022 



Cass Crosses the 
project at MP 
5.9 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 20 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.9 
miles of minor road rehabilitation 
on Highway 210 from Highway 
13 to Red River. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 3.1 miles 
southeast of 
MP 60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 21 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Bridge Repair, Highway 
11, East of Fairmount. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 19.6 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 22 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 11.3 
miles minor rehabilitation on I 29, 
state line to Junction 13. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 8.6 miles 
southwest of 
MP 57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 23 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 10.9 
miles of structural overlay work 
on I-29 north of junction with Hwy 
13. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 0.5 miles west 
of MP 46.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS,  N-op, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 24 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving I-94 
Road improvements from I-29 to 
25th Street interchange. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.3 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 25 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.9 
miles of Road Improvements on 
East Wahpeton Bypass, Highway 
210. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 3.1 miles 
southeast of 
MP 60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 26 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.7 
miles of County Road 10 
Improvements, Lynchburg 
Interstate to ND 18 S Casselton. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.5 miles west 
of MP 0.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 27 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 25.0 
miles of thin overlay 
(preventative maintenance) on I-
18 N. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 7.3 miles west 
of MP 21.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 28 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 19.2 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-18 N from 
Junction 46 to Casselton. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 7.0 miles west 
of MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 29 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving I-29 NE 
Ramp preventative maintenance 
at 13th Avenue NE Ramp. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.7 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 30 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 4.9 
miles I-94 Road Repairs 1 mile 
west of 45th to Red River. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 5.8 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 31 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 1.9 
miles of lift station and storm 
sewer repairs on I-94, 25th Street 
to Red River. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 8.3 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 32 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 12.7 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from 
Ligerwood to Hankinson. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 21.3 miles 
southwest of 
MP 57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 33 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 3.5 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from 
Hankinson to I-29. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 20.9 miles 
south of MP 
57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
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Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 34 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 13.0 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from I-29 to 
State Line. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 19.1 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 35 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 12.1 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-29 from Wild 
Rice River to N Main. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.1 miles east 
of MP 10.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 36 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving Ramp 
Revisions on I-29 64th Avenue 
South Interchange. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.2 miles east 
of MP 12.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 37 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 9.0 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-94 from E 
Buffalo to Wheatland. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 13.6 miles 
west of MP 1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 38 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 1.0 mile 
of Road Reconstruction, Main 
Avenue from University to 25th 
Street. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 8.8 miles east 
of MP 5.2 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 39 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving ongoing 
road and bridge maintenance in 
West Fargo and Fargo. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.9 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 40  Transportat
ion 



Cass County Highway 15 
Replacement and Improvement 
Project involving bridge 
Replacement & Incidentals 
between sections 8/9 Mapleton 
Township on Cass County 
Highway 15 between Section 8 
and 9. 



Upcoming April 2022–
July 2022/ 
August 2022 



Cass 75 feet 
southeast of 
MP 6.6 



0 SO Cass County 
2022 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



____________________ 
AQ-con = air quality (construction); AQ-op = air quality (operations); CR = cultural resources; GS = geology and soils; LU = land use; N/A = Not available; N-con = noise (construction); 



N-op = noise (operation); RS = recreation and special interest areas; SO = socioeconomics; TE = threatened and endangered species; VG = vegetation; VS = visual resources; 
WF = wildlife, fish; WW = wetlands, water resources 



a A description of the geographic scope of the analysis for each resource is provided in table 1.10-1 of Resource Report 1. 
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PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]]
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M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp.xml

   20211209 11261700 1.0 FALSE   CreateFeatureclass R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde SYS_Construction_Footprint Polygon # No No "PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]];-117105300 -98987500 3048;-100000 10000;-100000 10000;3.28083989501312E-03;0.001;0.001;IsHighPrecision" # # # # # UpdateSchema R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde\SYS_Construction_Footprint <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Type</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Fac_Type</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>50</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Status</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Fac_Status</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>50</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>RouteID</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>RouteID</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>100</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Area_ac</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_alias>Area_ac</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Date_Start</field_name><field_type>DATE</field_type><field_alias>Date_Start</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Date_End</field_name><field_type>DATE</field_type><field_alias>Date_End</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Text1</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Text1</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>254</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Double1</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_alias>Double1</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde\SYS_Construction_Footprint <operationSequence><workflow><AlterField><field_name>OBJECTID</field_name><field_alias>OBJECTID</field_alias></AlterField></workflow><workflow><AlterField><field_name>SHAPE</field_name><field_alias>SHAPE</field_alias></AlterField></workflow></operationSequence> Append MERGED_Project GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\MERGED_Project,Fac_Type,0,100;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\MERGED_Project,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status 'TEMP' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status !Fac_Type! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type 'Pipeline Facility' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Comment,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Polygons_Merge GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\EWS_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\Kindred_Tract_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\EWS_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\Wahpeton_MeasurementTract_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append MERGED_Footprint_20211222 "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append 'SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor' "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # Append 'FOOTPRINT 20211215\Polygons_Merge' "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # CalculateField "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Fac_Type "Pipe Yard" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e68376e664970777a656a393966525a504a3335307256413d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint RouteID !Text1!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 !Text1!.split("|")[0] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name !Text1! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 None "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 None "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name "Kindred Border Station" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name "Wahpeton Border Station" VB # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name !Fac_Name!.split("|")[0] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Site_ID,0,1000;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # Append TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase,area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase,SiteID,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Date_Start '1/14/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Valve4_TEMP GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N_1",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",500000.0],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-96.946],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Meter",1.0]] "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Valve4_TEMP GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N_1",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",500000.0],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-96.946],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Meter",1.0]] "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Polylines_Project_MCS_Featur "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '2/15/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 'Kindred Border Station' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 'Wahpeton Border Station' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" RouteID 'Mapleton to Wahpeton' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" RouteID "FERC DRAFT|"+!RouteID! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '4/13/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" PYTHON_9.3 # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" PYTHON_9.3 # Append Yards_Merge_Project "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "Proposed Workspace" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '5/6/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Workspace_Update_20220506 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append SYS_Construction_Footprint GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '5/17/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # Dissolve GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Distribution\USFWS\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp # # MULTI_PART DISSOLVE_LINES  M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622 002 0.000  file://\\USMINFS01\Data\Team\DMMV\GIS\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Distribution\USFWS\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp Local Area Network  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Foot (0.304800) NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.9.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Lambert_Conformal_Conic&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,1968503.937],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-100.5],PARAMETER[&quot;Standard_Parallel_1&quot;,46.18333333333333],PARAMETER[&quot;Standard_Parallel_2&quot;,47.48333333333333],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,45.66666666666666],UNIT[&quot;Foot&quot;,0.3048]]</WKT><XOrigin>-117105300</XOrigin><YOrigin>-98987500</YOrigin><XYScale>37821919.07346952</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.0032808398950131233</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision></ProjectedCoordinateSystem> 20220622 13025600 20220622 13025600  Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 19043) ; Esri ArcGIS 12.9.2.32739     M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622          Shapefile  0.000   dataset          0      Simple  FALSE 0 FALSE FALSE    M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622 Feature Class 0  FID FID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. Esri  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  Shape Shape Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. Esri  Coordinates defining the features.  Id Id Integer 6 6 0 20220622
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           0 clampToGround
              -96.61109900099996,46.25905268800005,0 -96.61135990599996,46.25905456300006,0 -96.61136015999995,46.25897232200003,0 -96.61204937299999,46.25897334400003,0 -96.61240649499996,46.25881559000004,0 -96.61266842999999,46.25881527300004,0 -96.61279691099998,46.25884996400004,0 -96.61355810499998,46.25886446300007,0 -96.61395540299998,46.25860702300008,0 -96.61396689999998,46.25812387600007,0 -96.61111355399999,46.25807838800006,0 -96.61109900099996,46.25905268800005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.61645688399994,46.29643468400008,0 -96.62177632399994,46.29647149600004,0 -96.62178294099999,46.29567370500007,0 -96.62204008399999,46.29567338600003,0 -96.62204099499996,46.29556369900007,0 -96.62178385099998,46.29556403000004,0 -96.62179472399998,46.29425304600005,0 -96.61825866799995,46.29423819200008,0 -96.61561765399995,46.29422702900007,0 -96.61560933299995,46.29523109500008,0 -96.61561170399995,46.29548381900003,0 -96.61562300599996,46.29573642600008,0 -96.61564322999999,46.29598876600005,0 -96.61567236499997,46.29624068700008,0 -96.61645888199996,46.29624281200006,0 -96.61645688399994,46.29643468400008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.62493284899995,46.30140135700003,0 -96.62888896699997,46.30148765700005,0 -96.62891135099994,46.30096698000006,0 -96.62892991899997,46.30053505800004,0 -96.62894747199994,46.30012670400004,0 -96.62921069099997,46.29917218800006,0 -96.63186147499994,46.29790555300008,0 -96.63189071699998,46.29762019100008,0 -96.63196784199994,46.29697635200006,0 -96.63149355199994,46.29697505800004,0 -96.63149178999998,46.29728512400004,0 -96.63148344799998,46.29743686900008,0 -96.62881386399994,46.29746467300004,0 -96.62879204999996,46.29793213400006,0 -96.62877453899995,46.29841958100008,0 -96.62870808799994,46.29879028800008,0 -96.62844839399997,46.30010667200003,0 -96.62703330199997,46.30012177000003,0 -96.62673777099997,46.29999078600008,0 -96.62494705699999,46.29999969900007,0 -96.62493284899995,46.30140135700003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81939981199997,46.41288020700006,0 -96.81949892599994,46.41288002300007,0 -96.81950285199997,46.41205780400003,0 -96.81940374199996,46.41205757800003,0 -96.81939981199997,46.41288020700006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81910173199998,46.41306173800007,0 -96.81890349799994,46.41306210500005,0 -96.81889956699996,46.41388391200007,0 -96.81909779599994,46.41388436700004,0 -96.81910173199998,46.41306173800007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81935028299995,46.42650165300006,0 -96.81934635099998,46.42732428100004,0 -96.81940450799999,46.42732403700006,0 -96.81941570599997,46.42650180200008,0 -96.81935028299995,46.42650165300006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81934548399994,46.42750526600003,0 -96.81934155099998,46.42832789400006,0 -96.81940611499994,46.42832804200003,0 -96.81940357099995,46.42750502200005,0 -96.81934548399994,46.42750526600003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.88380853699994,46.49911439300007,0 -96.88381113199995,46.49925149700005,0 -96.88500031999996,46.49924924900006,0 -96.88499977399994,46.49911214400004,0 -96.88380853699994,46.49911439300007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.88222019399996,46.49911655600005,0 -96.88222056299998,46.49925365900003,0 -96.88341402799995,46.49925212200003,0 -96.88341143299999,46.49911502400005,0 -96.88222019399996,46.49911655600005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.90975707599995,46.51413298100005,0 -96.90949666799997,46.51382834300006,0 -96.90932548599994,46.51389815100003,0 -96.90952822799994,46.51413523500003,0 -96.90975707599995,46.51413298100005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.91043210399994,46.51451812600004,0 -96.91102536099999,46.51521221400003,0 -96.91111113199997,46.51517767400003,0 -96.91054563299997,46.51451605500006,0 -96.91043210399994,46.51451812600004,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.91641757999997,46.57036456400004,0 -96.91644699999995,46.57176728800005,0 -96.91654640999997,46.57176738200008,0 -96.91651696999998,46.57036358800008,0 -96.91641757999997,46.57036456400004,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92841053999996,46.61763310100008,0 -96.92841342699995,46.61777020900007,0 -96.92960399199995,46.61777184700003,0 -96.92960438699998,46.61763474400004,0 -96.92841053999996,46.61763310100008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92803550299999,46.61763256800003,0 -96.92684165399999,46.61763090900007,0 -96.92684453899994,46.61776801600007,0 -96.92803781799995,46.61776967300005,0 -96.92803550299999,46.61763256800003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.03358492699994,46.64447113500006,0 -97.03374443699994,46.64447029500008,0 -97.03367204399996,46.64369706800005,0 -97.03402294899996,46.64369521900005,0 -97.03387739099998,46.64328895200003,0 -97.03395215999996,46.64272007700004,0 -97.03194363599994,46.64273064200006,0 -97.03200786699995,46.64431490300007,0 -97.03240864599996,46.64431279600007,0 -97.03246759199999,46.64417197200004,0 -97.03261011699999,46.64388287700007,0 -97.03297204599994,46.64388049300004,0 -97.03296475699995,46.64370079100007,0 -97.03351251199996,46.64369790800004,0 -97.03358492699994,46.64447113500006,0
              -97.03263997099998,46.64317619600007,0 -97.03269759399996,46.64318310400006,0 -97.03275790299995,46.64319494500006,0 -97.03282211999999,46.64321415800003,0 -97.03289108099995,46.64324584400003,0 -97.03295950399996,46.64329937300005,0 -97.03300064499996,46.64337967400007,0 -97.03298606899995,46.64346423200004,0 -97.03293635499995,46.64352678900008,0 -97.03287914999999,46.64356812300008,0 -97.03282260299994,46.64359656400006,0 -97.03276752699998,46.64361722200005,0 -97.03271350599994,46.64363265700007,0 -97.03266006399997,46.64364418800005,0 -97.03260681599994,46.64365250900005,0 -97.03255342999995,46.64365797100004,0 -97.03249960799997,46.64366069800008,0 -97.03244500999995,46.64366061700008,0 -97.03238919599994,46.64365743400003,0 -97.03233157099999,46.64365052500006,0 -97.03227126099995,46.64363868200007,0 -97.03220704299997,46.64361946600008,0 -97.03213807899999,46.64358777900003,0 -97.03206965899994,46.64353424300003,0 -97.03202852899994,46.64345394300005,0 -97.03204311199994,46.64336938800005,0 -97.03209283399997,46.64330683000003,0 -97.03215004099997,46.64326550000004,0 -97.03220658399994,46.64323706400006,0 -97.03226165699999,46.64321640600008,0 -97.03231568399997,46.64320097000007,0 -97.03236912499995,46.64318944100006,0 -97.03242236899996,46.64318112100005,0 -97.03247574399995,46.64317566000005,0 -97.03252955599999,46.64317293300007,0 -97.03258415699997,46.64317301300008,0 -97.03263997099998,46.64317619600007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.98974192299994,46.73179285800006,0 -96.98973325299994,46.73096695100003,0 -96.98953385699997,46.73096707800005,0 -96.98954252799996,46.73179315900006,0 -96.98974192299994,46.73179285800006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.99004885799997,46.73269863700006,0 -96.99005749499997,46.73352019400005,0 -96.99015719299996,46.73352004300006,0 -96.99015035799994,46.73286964800008,0 -96.99044917499998,46.73286816300003,0 -96.99044673199995,46.73259396700007,0 -96.99004885799997,46.73269863700006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.01158936199994,46.84808065200008,0 -97.01158981999998,46.84890324300005,0 -97.01178964899998,46.84890319000004,0 -97.01178918699998,46.84807900800007,0 -97.01158936199994,46.84808065200008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92621436299999,46.88663209300006,0 -96.92637433999994,46.88663262100005,0 -96.92637359599996,46.88636788000008,0 -96.92894467799994,46.88641563100003,0 -96.92890790199999,46.88556289900004,0 -96.92659061899997,46.88550720700005,0 -96.92658586799996,46.88382103000004,0 -96.92266415199998,46.88358193700003,0 -96.92088753599995,46.88393099400008,0 -96.92072746099996,46.88396244400008,0 -96.92071676499995,46.88641975700006,0 -96.92087679799994,46.88642270800005,0 -96.92087820999996,46.88608099700008,0 -96.92388040499998,46.88617807500003,0 -96.92399418299999,46.88630197900005,0 -96.92621360999999,46.88636416800006,0 -96.92621436299999,46.88663209300006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.05251717799996,46.90434647300003,0 -97.05251867499999,46.90442872500006,0 -97.05267390199998,46.90442738800004,0 -97.05267489099998,46.90434513200006,0 -97.05251717799996,46.90434647300003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
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I have heard back from the northern-long eared bat (NLEB) lead, and for a NLAA determination,
there would not be a need to reinitiate consultation if they are uplisted.  It would be good for WBI to
check in with us before construction to see if there are any new NLEB sightings, there are surveys
planned throughout the state for this summer.  Another conservation measure for NLEB  would be

for WBI to do the tree removal from Nov.1st-March 31st.
I do have a question for you, do you have the appendices 1A-H that are referenced in the resource
report?  We have a new oil and gas biologist that is helping review this project, and he is interested
in reviewing them. 
Thank you,
Jessica
 
 

From: Herrington, Karen <karen_herrington@fws.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2022 4:50 PM
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
Hi Jessica,
 
If you agree it is NLAA now, you can go ahead and concur without the need to reinitiate
consultation. I'm happy to explain in more detail, but basically, this would not meet any
reinitiation triggers unless new information reveals effects not considered at the time of
concurrence. I hope this helps!
 
Best,
Karen
____________________________________________________________
 
Karen Herrington
Field Supervisor
Missouri Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
cell: 573-356-1721 (preferred)
she/her/hers: why pronouns matter
____________________________________________________________

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Herrington, Karen <karen_herrington@fws.gov>
Subject: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
Hello Karen,
We have received a biological assessment for a pipeline with planned construction in 2024 that has a

mailto:karen_herrington@fws.gov
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypronouns.org%2Fwhat-and-why&data=05%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cd27a3dbd0ac7444b118e08da53a3dae3%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637914260469976118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ayk7DYhXIywX2qP9p21ibhzMwOvkkzwCbKuAB6w4hLM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:karen_herrington@fws.gov


determination of “may affect not likely to adversely affect” for northern long-eared bat.  They have
made the determination based on the distance from northern long-eared bat sightings and the small
amount of tree cutting, they did not use the 4(d) rule.  If the bat is uplisted, will they need to
reinitiate consultation?
I have been reading through the previous guidance, but it wasn’t clear for informal consultation.
Thank you,
Jessica Johnson

Jessica Johnson
Environmental Contaminants Specialist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-355-8507
Cell: 720-626-5250



From: Johnson, Jessica N
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo; Linn, Jill (Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com)
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A; Jones, Seth A
Subject: FW: WBI Wahpeton letter
Date: Friday, July 1, 2022 7:39:01 AM
Attachments: WBI Wahpeton expansion concurrence letter 6.29.22 (002).pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Leslie and Jill,
Our concurrence letter for the WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project is attached.  No hard copy to
follow.  Let me know if you have any questions.
-Jessica

From: Becker, Drew N <Drew_Becker@fws.gov> 
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 6:12 AM
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: WBI Wahpeton letter

Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
Office 701-355-8512
Cell 701-319-0127
drew_becker@fws.gov

Our Mission is to work with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife and plants
and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender is subject to
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties.

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 3:14 PM
To: Becker, Drew N <Drew_Becker@fws.gov>
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: WBI Wahpeton letter

For signature

mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov
mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:Drew_Becker@fws.gov
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov



United States Department of the Interior 
 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services  


 
3425 Miriam Avenue 


Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
June 29, 2022 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 
 
Dear Ms. Lynn: 
 
Thank you for your correspondence from May 27, 2022 requesting consultation on the WBI 
Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI’s) Wahpeton Expansion project on behalf of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission.  The proposal is to construct approximately 60.5 miles of 12 
inch diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from Mapleton, North Dakota to near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota.  The project will include minor modifications of the Mapleton compressor station, 
new block valves and pig launcher/receiver settings and newly constructed farm taps. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following comments. 
 
You requested FWS concurrence with your “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” 
determinations for the threatened Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae), northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) and Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara).  In 
accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), we concur with your determination. 
 
The letter also includes a “no effect” determination for the Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 
poweshiek).  There is no requirement under the implementing regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 
Part 402) for action agencies to receive FWS concurrence with “no effect” determinations, 
therefore the responsibility for “no effect” determinations remains with the federal action 
agency.  Accordingly, we recommend the federal action agency retain the documentation for 
these listed resources in the decisional record for this federal action. 
 
The FWS’s concurrence is based on the information provided.  Pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 402.13), this letter concludes informal consultation on the 
project.  If changes are made in the project plans or operating criteria, or if additional 
information, including new species listings, becomes available, the FWS should be informed so  
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Ms. Jill Lynn   2 
 
that the above determinations can be reconsidered.   If you have any additional questions or 
comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 355-8507 or via email at 
jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov or contact me at (701) 355-8512 or drew_becker@fws.gov. 
 


Sincerely, 
 


 
 
 
Drew Becker 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
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		DREW BECKER











-Jessica
 

From: Johnson, Jessica N 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2022 12:52 PM
To: Drew <drew_becker@fws.gov>
Cc: Stephanie <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: Draft for review
 
For review- concurrence letter for WBI Energy’s Wahpeton Expansion Project.
-Jessica

mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov


United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

June 29, 2022 

 

 

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for your correspondence from May 27, 2022 requesting consultation on the WBI 
Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI’s) Wahpeton Expansion project on behalf of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission.  The proposal is to construct approximately 60.5 miles of 12 
inch diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from Mapleton, North Dakota to near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota.  The project will include minor modifications of the Mapleton compressor station, 
new block valves and pig launcher/receiver settings and newly constructed farm taps. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following comments. 

You requested FWS concurrence with your “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” 
determinations for the threatened Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae), northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) and Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara).  In 
accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), we concur with your determination. 

The letter also includes a “no effect” determination for the Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 
poweshiek).  There is no requirement under the implementing regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 
Part 402) for action agencies to receive FWS concurrence with “no effect” determinations, 
therefore the responsibility for “no effect” determinations remains with the federal action 
agency.  Accordingly, we recommend the federal action agency retain the documentation for 
these listed resources in the decisional record for this federal action. 

The FWS’s concurrence is based on the information provided.  Pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 402.13), this letter concludes informal consultation on the 
project.  If changes are made in the project plans or operating criteria, or if additional 
information, including new species listings, becomes available, the FWS should be informed so 
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that the above determinations can be reconsidered.   If you have any additional questions or 
comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 355-8507 or via email at 
jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov or contact me at (701) 355-8512 or drew_becker@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Becker 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 

mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
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James Kowalsky

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter
Attachments: WBI Wahpeton expansion concurrence letter 12.13.22 (002) (1).pdf

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Hello Leslie, 
We have reviewed the supplemental consultation and I have attached our concurrence letter.  No hard copy to 
follow.  Let me know if you have any questions. 
Thanks, 
Jessica 

Jessica Johnson 
Environmental Contaminants Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Phone: 701-355-8507 
Cell: 720-626-5250 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 10:36 AM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 

Thanks for confirming, Jessica.  Yes, that is correct 106 pages with attachments A-D. 

Please let me know if you have further questions or would like to discuss further. 

Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
M +1 503 984 6609 

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 6:52 AM 
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 
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Yes, I was able to open it.  Confirming that it is 106 pages with attachments A-D. 
-Jessica 
 
Jessica Johnson 
Environmental Contaminants Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Phone: 701-355-8507 
Cell: 720-626-5250 
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2022 5:40 PM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 
 

  

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening 

attachments, or responding.   

 

Hi Jessica, 
 
I just wanted to follow up on my earlier message prior to the Thanksgiving holiday. Can you please confirm receipt of the 
below message as well as my OneDrive link and access to the WBI Energy supplemental consultation letter? 
 
Please call me if there are any items to discuss. 
 
Thank you, 
Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
M +1 503 984 6609  
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo  
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 4:38 PM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Cc: Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>; Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com; Maggie Suter <Maggie.Suter@erm.com>; Chris 
Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com> 
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 
 
Hi Jessica, 
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On behalf of WBI Energy, I am reaching out to provide the USFWS a supplemental consultation letter for the Wahpeton 
Expansion Project.  

The letter is to inform you of a minor Project route adjustment since the May 27, 2022 filing of the Project 
Determination Letter and subsequent USFWS concurrence letter issued on July 1, 2022.  

Due to the size of the file, I’m going to share that via OneDrive in a separate email , so let me know if you have any 
difficulties accessing the supplemental consultation letter and associated attachments.  

Please reach out if you have any questions during your review. 

Thank you, 
Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204 
M +1 503 984 6609   
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com 
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This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or use by a third party. If you 
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computer system. Thank you. 
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United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

December 13, 2022  

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor route adjustment for 
the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As stated in your letter, previously WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI) submitted a Biological Assessment (BA) on May 27, 2022.  After US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence, a minor route adjustment was proposed for the project.  
The proposed route alternative would avoid two crossings of the Wild Rice River.  Under the 
authority of and in according with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), 
we have reviewed the alternatives and have concluded that the proposed modifications to the 
action will not cause an effect to the listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in 
the previous consultation. 

The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 
355-8507 or at the letterhead address or contact me at (701) 355-8512.

Sincerely, 

Drew  N. Becker 
North Dakota Field Office Supervisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

2022-0000981 
Wahpeton Expansion 
Project 
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IPaC Species List 



August 21, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2023-0119275 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

 
Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list. 
The Act requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify designated critical 
habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representative) 
must consult with the Service if they determine their project and associated actions “may affect” 
listed species or critical habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non-federal representatives 
determine their project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, if a “no effect” is 
determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in support of your conclusion. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and migratory birds 



08/21/2023   2

   

▪
▪
▪

have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) and the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot 
at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb 
is defined in regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or 
is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle, 2) 
decrease in its productivity, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering behavior, or 3) nest abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering behavior.”.  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, 
hunt, take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.  The statute does 
not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full protection to any bird parts 
including feathers, eggs, and nests.  
Service Property Interests 
As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the Service administers fee title Refuge and 
Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, throughout North 
Dakota.  For exact locations of Service interest lands, please contact the appropriate Wetland 
Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding FWS easements.  
Northwest ND WMD Complex: Kyle Flanery, (701) 768-2548 
Eastern ND WMD Complex: Dave Azure, (701) 285-3341 
Central ND WMD Complex (also covers south and west): Todd Luke, (701) 442-5474 
 
 

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2023-0119275
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes
Project Type: Pipeline - Onshore - New Constr - Below Ground
Project Description: New pipeline project - revised routes to existing plan. WBI Energy 

Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, 
and maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will 
involve the construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter 
natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton 
Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new Montana- 
Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU— 
Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve 
settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also include newly 
constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The proposed Project 
facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z

Counties: Cass and Richland counties, North Dakota

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 4 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

MAMMALS
NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Endangered

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. Your location does not overlap the critical habitat.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028

Threatened

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

FLOWERING PLANTS
NAME STATUS

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669

Threatened

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
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YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

WETLANDS
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

RIVERINE
R4SBAx
R2UBG
R4SBC
R2UBF
R2UBFx
R2UBH
R4SBCx

FRESHWATER EMERGENT WETLAND
PEM1C
PEM1A
PEM1Ad
PEM1Cx
PEM1E
PEM1B

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R4SBAx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R2UBG
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R4SBC
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R2UBF
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R2UBFx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R2UBH
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=R4SBCx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1C
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1A
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1Ad
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1Cx
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1E
https://ipac.ecosphere.fws.gov/wetlands/decoder?CodeURL=PEM1B
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
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August 21, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2023-0119275 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes 

Subject: Consistency letter for 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' for specified 
federally threatened and endangered species and designated critical habitat that may 
occur in your proposed project area consistent with the North Dakota Determination 
Key (DKey) for project review and guidance for federally listed species.

James Kowalsky:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on August 21, 2023 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' (the Action) using the North 
Dakota DKey for project review and guidance for federally-listed species within the Information 
for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system. The Service developed this system in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.).

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service’s North Dakota DKey, you made the 
following effect determination(s) for the proposed Action:

Species Listing Status Determination
Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) Threatened No effect
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera praeclara) Threatened No effect

Thank you for informing the Service of your “No Effect” determinations for this project. No 
further consultation/coordination for this project is required for these species.

In addition to the species listed above, the following species and/or critical habitats may also 
occur in your project area and are not covered by this conclusion:

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered

The Service recommends that your agency contact the North Dakota Ecological Services Field 
Office or re-evaluate the project in IPaC if: 1) the scope, timing, duration, or location of the 
proposed project changes, 2) new information reveals the action may affect listed species or 
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designated critical habitat; 3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated. If any of the 
above conditions occurs, additional consultation with the North Dakota Ecological Services Field 
Office should take place before project changes are final or resources committed.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act(BGEPA): The following resources are provided to 
project proponents and consulting agencies as additional information. Bald and golden eagles are 
not included in this section 7(a)(2) consultation and this information does not constitute a 
determination of effects by the Service.

The Service developed the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to advise landowners, 
land managers, and others who share public and private lands with Bald Eagles when and under 
what circumstances the protective provisions of the BGEPA may apply to their activities. The 
guidelines should be consulted prior to conducting new or intermittent activity near an eagle nest. 
This document may be downloaded from the following site: https://www.fws.gov/media/ 
national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0

To determine if your proposed activity is likely to take or disturb Golden or Bald Eagles, please 
call our office at 702-250-4481 for further review.

If the recommendations detailed in the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines cannot be 
followed, you may apply for a permit to authorize removal or relocation of an eagle nest in 
certain instances. The application form is located at http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-72.pdf.

https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0
https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0
http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-72.pdf
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Reroutes':

New pipeline project - revised routes to existing plan. WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will involve the construction 
of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU—Kindred Border 
Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also include newly 
constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The proposed Project facilities will 
be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Is your project a federal project or have a federal nexus (funded, permitted or other 
authorization by a federal agency)?
Yes
Does your project consist solely of interior or exterior rehabilitation and renovations of 
existing residential, commercial buildings and public facilities? 
 
Note: These activities may involve exterior painting, replacement of doors, windows, siding or roofing.

No
Does your project consist solely of work done within the existing footprint of a building 
such as electrical, heating plumbing, basement and foundation repairs?
No
Does your project consist solely of additions onto an existing structure?
No
Does your project consist solely of renting or purchasing existing buildings?
No
Does your project consist solely of demolition of structures within Incorporated City 
Boundaries?
No
Does your project consist solely of repair or replacement of existing parking lots, 
sidewalks, roads or other paved or graveled surfaces?
No
Does your project consist solely of repair or replacement or upgrading playground 
equipment?
No
Is your project a wind farm?
No
Is your project a new construction on an existing residential infill lot within Incorporated 
City Boundaries?
No
[Semantic] Does the action area intersect the Dakota Skipper area of influence?
Automatically answered
Yes
Is the project area on disturbed land (e.g. urban areas, previously cropped areas, non-native 
haylands, pasture or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species, or in areas 
where trees or shrubs predominate)?
Yes
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

[Semantic] Does the action area intersect the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid area of 
infuence?
Automatically answered
Yes
Will your project include any ground disturbance in prairie/grass habitat? 
 
Note: This could include pasture, both grazed or ungrazed, and also areas that are hayed.

No
Will your project involve water uptake, delivery, or anything that could alter the soil 
hydrology? 
 
Note: Long term depletion of soil moisture may alter soil hydrology in areas due to drain tiling, irrigation, etc.

No
Will you be buying or selling, offering for sale, importing or exporting any listed plants or 
parts of plants (i.e., seeds)?
No
Does your project involve application of pesticide? 
 
Note: Herbicides may directly impact orchids; note that insecticides may impact pollinators critical to orchid 
reproduction.

No



08/21/2023 IPaC Record Locator: 942-130716720   6

   

IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



August 21, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2023-0119275 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes 
 
Federal Nexus: yes  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable): Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
 
Subject: Federal agency coordination under the Endangered Species Act, Section 7 for 'WBI 

Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes'
 
Dear James Kowalsky:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on August 21, 2023, for 
'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' (here forward, Project). This project has been 
assigned Project Code 2023-0119275 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this 
number. Please carefully review this letter. Your Endangered Species Act (Act) requirements 
may not be complete.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (DKey), invalidates this letter. Answers to 
certain questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis completed by the Service, your project 
has reached the determination of “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the northern 
long-eared bat. Unless the Service advises you within 15 days of the date of this letter that your 
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IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that consultation on the Action is 
complete and no further action is necessary unless either of the following occurs:

new information reveals effects of the action that may affect the northern long-eared bat in 
a manner or to an extent not previously considered; or,
the identified action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the 
northern long-eared bat that was not considered when completing the determination key.

15-Day Review Period

As indicated above, the Service will notify you within 15 calendar days if we determine that this 
proposed Action does not meet the criteria for a “may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect” (NLAA) determination for the northern long-eared bat. If we do not notify you within that 
timeframe, you may proceed with the Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided 
here. This verification period allows the identified Ecological Services Field Office to apply local 
knowledge to evaluation of the Action, as we may identify a small subset of actions having 
impacts that we did not anticipate when developing the key. In such cases, the identified 
Ecological Services Field Office may request additional information to verify the effects 
determination reached through the Northern Long-eared Bat DKey.

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened

You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the species and/ 
or critical habitat listed above. Note that reinitiation of consultation would be necessary if a new 
species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the identified action before 
it is complete.

If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the North 
Dakota Ecological Services Field Office and reference Project Code 2023-0119275 associated 
with this Project.
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Reroutes':

New pipeline project - revised routes to existing plan. WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will involve the construction 
of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU—Kindred Border 
Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also include newly 
constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The proposed Project facilities will 
be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the answers provided, the proposed Action is consistent with a determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” for the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis).

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 
 
Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
Do you have post-white nose syndrome occurrence data that indicates that northern long- 
eared bats (NLEB) are likely to be present in the action area? 
 
Bat occurrence data may include identification of NLEBs in hibernacula, capture of 
NLEBs, tracking of NLEBs to roost trees, or confirmed acoustic detections. With this 
question, we are looking for data that, for some reason, may have not yet been made 
available to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Are you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officially designated in 
writing by the agency as its designated non-federal representative for the purposes of 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per 50 CFR § 402.08? 
 
Note: This key may be used for federal actions and for non-federal actions to facilitate section 7 consultation and 
to help determine whether an incidental take permit may be needed, respectively. This question is for information 
purposes only.

No
Is the lead federal action agency the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC)? Is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in part?
No
Is the lead federal action agency the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)?
Yes
Is FERC reviewing the proposed action under the Natural Gas Act, in whole or in part?
Yes
Have you determined that your proposed action will have no effect on the northern long- 
eared bat? Remember to consider the effects of any activities that would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 
 
If you think that the northern long-eared bat may be affected by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer “No” below and continue through the key. If you 
have determined that the northern long-eared bat does not occur in your project’s action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despite the 
potential for it to occur in the action area, you may make a “no effect” determination for 
the northern long-eared bat. 
 
Note: Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representatives) must consult with USFWS on federal 
agency actions that may affect listed species [50 CFR 402.14(a)]. Consultation is not required for actions that will 
not affect listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, this determination key will not provide a consistency or 
verification letter for actions that will not affect listed species. If you believe that the northern long-eared bat may 
be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in deciding, please answer “No” and continue through 
the key. Remember that this key addresses only effects to the northern long-eared bat. Consultation with USFWS 
would be required if your action may affect another listed species or critical habitat. The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key- 
selected-definitions

No

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

[Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency.

Automatically answered
No
Does the action area contain any caves (or associated sinkholes, fissures, or other karst 
features), mines, rocky outcroppings, or tunnels that could provide habitat for hibernating 
northern long-eared bats?
No
Does the action area contain or occur within 0.5 miles of (1) talus or (2) anthropogenic or 
naturally formed rock crevices in rocky outcrops, rock faces or cliffs?
No
Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within 1000 feet of 
project activities? 
(If unsure, answer "Yes.") 
 
Note: If there are trees within the action area that are of a sufficient size to be potential roosts for bats (i.e., live 
trees and/or snags ≥3 inches (12.7 centimeter) dbh), answer "Yes". If unsure, additional information defining 
suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern- 
long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes
Will the action cause effects to a bridge?
No
Will the action result in effects to a culvert or tunnel?
No
Does the action include the intentional exclusion of northern long-eared bats from a 
building or structure? 
 
Note: Exclusion is conducted to deny bats’ entry or reentry into a building. To be effective and to avoid harming 
bats, it should be done according to established standards. If your action includes bat exclusion and you are 
unsure whether northern long-eared bats are present, answer “Yes.” Answer “No” if there are no signs of bat use 
in the building/structure. If unsure, contact your local U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Ecological Services Field 
Office to help assess whether northern long-eared bats may be present. Contact a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) for help in how to exclude bats from a structure safely without causing harm to the bats (to 
find a NWCO certified in bat standards, search the Internet using the search term “National Wildlife Control 
Operators Association bats”). Also see the White-Nose Syndrome Response Team's guide for bat control in 
structures

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Does the action involve removal, modification, or maintenance of a human-made structure 
(barn, house, or other building) known or suspected to contain roosting bats?
No
Will the action cause construction of one or more new roads open to the public? 

For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase average daily traffic on one or more existing roads? 

Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is either (1) part of 
the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a federal agency (federal permit, funding, 
etc.). .

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase the number of travel lanes on an existing thoroughfare? 

For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 
facility other than a water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the action include drilling or blasting?
No
Will the action involve military training (e.g., smoke operations, obscurant operations, 
exploding munitions, artillery fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the use of herbicides or pesticides other than herbicides 
(e.g., fungicides, insecticides, or rodenticides)?
Yes
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Will the action result in herbicide use that may affect suitable summer habitat for the 
northern long-eared bat? 

Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include or cause the application or drift of pesticides other than herbicides 
(e.g., fungicides, insecticides, or rodenticides) into forested areas that are suitable summer 
habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Answer "Yes" if the application may result in 
transport (e.g., in water) or aerial drift of the pesticide into forested areas that are suitable 
summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat. 

Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include or cause activities that are reasonably certain to cause chronic 
nighttime noise in suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous or occurs repeatedly again and again for a long time. 

Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Does the action include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, the use of artificial lighting 
within 1000 feet of suitable northern long-eared bat roosting habitat? 

Note: Additional information defining suitable roosting habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
Yes
Has a presence/probable absence summer bat survey targeting the northern long-eared bat 
following the Service’s Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat Survey 
Guidelines been conducted within the project area? If unsure, answer “No.”
No
Does the action include emergency cutting or trimming of hazard trees in order to remove 
an imminent threat to human safety or property? See hazard tree note at the bottom of the 
key for text that will be added to response letters 

Note: A "hazard tree" is a tree that is an immediate threat to lives, public health and safety, or improved property 
and has a diameter breast height of six inches or greater.

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
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34.

35.

36.

37.

Are any of the trees proposed for cutting or other means of knocking down, bringing 
down, topping, or trimming suitable for northern long-eared bat roosting (i.e., live trees 
and/or snags ≥3 inches dbh that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or cavities)?
No
Will the action result in the use of prescribed fire? 
No
Will the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 
area?
Yes
Will the action cause noises during the active season in suitable summer habitat that are 
louder than anthropogenic noises to which the affected habitat is currently exposed? 
Answer 'no' if the noises will occur only during the inactive period. 
 
Note: Inactive Season dates for areas within a spring staging/fall swarming area can be found here: https:// 
www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas.  
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Will all project activities by completed by April 1, 2024?
No
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

North Dakota Ecological Services 
3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

September 26, 2023 

 

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor route adjustments for 
the Wahpeton Expansion Project, submitted to our office on September 5, 2023.  As stated in 
your letter, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI) previously submitted a Biological Assessment 
(BA) on May 27, 2022 and a supplemental consultation letter on November 17, 2022.  After US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence on these documents, additional minor route 
adjustments were proposed for the project. The proposed reroute would be to avoid portions of 
agriculture land and drain tiles per landowners’ requests.  Under the authority of and in 
according with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we have reviewed 
the alternatives and have concluded that the proposed modifications to the action are consistent 
with the determinations made in previous consultations. We concur with the determinations for 
the amended project. 

The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson at (701) 355-8507 or at 
the letterhead address or contact me at (720) 793-6797. 

Luke Toso 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
2022-0000981 
Wahpeton Expansion 
Project 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 

Docket No. 
CP22-466-000 

USFWS Submittal Documentation 
4 Sons, LLC Yard Laydown/Storage Area 



 
 

October 10th, 2023 

Jessica Johnson 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

  Proposed 4 Sons, LLC Yard laydown/storage area; Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass County, North Dakota 
  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

Dear Ms. Johnson, 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 
Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 
Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.2 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 
gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a 
new delivery station at Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station and two new delivery stations will be added at Kindred and Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. The modifications to the existing Mapleton Compressor Station will entail adding about 100 
feet of new pipe and additional valves. 

This letter is to inform you of minor Project adjustments since the May 27, 2022, filing of the Project 
Determination Letter (Letter) and supplemental consultation letters provided on November 17th, 2022, for 
the Wild Rice River Route Alternative, and the September 5, 2023 that included three minor pipeline route 
changes which sought U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) technical assistance, written concurrence, or 
comments otherwise, with the effects determinations for those federally listed species discussed in the 
letters. Attachment A includes the Letter as submitted on May 27, 2022, and supplemental consultation 
letter provided on November 17th, 2022, and September 5, 2023. A summary of WBI Energy submissions 
and USFWS responses include the following: 

 May 27, 2022 – WBI Energy submits Project Determination Letter; 

 June 21, 2022 – Ms. Johnson requested Resource Report 1 appendices as referenced in the 
Project Determination Letter; 

 June 23, 2022 – On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the requested (Resource Report 1 
appendices as well as Project shapefile and KMZ) to Ms. Johnson and Mr. Seth Jones (USFWS); 
and 

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359-7200 

www.wbienergy.com 
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 July 1, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission of the
USFWS concurrence letter for the Project.

 November 17, 2022– On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted a supplemental consultation
letter for a minor pipeline route change.

 December 15, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission
of the USFWS concurrence letter for the supplemental consultation submitted on November 17,
2022, for the Project.

 September 5, 2023 - On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the supplemental consultation
letter for three minor pipeline route changes.

 September 26, 2023 – Ms. Johnson (USFWS) provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic
submission of the USFWS concurrence letter for the supplemental consultation submitted
September 5, 2023, for the Project.

USFWS, WBI Energy, and ERM correspondence are provided in Attachment B. 

NEW 4 SONS LLC YARD LEASE 

WBI Energy is proposing a new area, the 4 Sons LLC Yard (4 Sons Yard), to be used for staging 
equipment and materials for the Project. 

The 4 Sons Yard includes: 

 land north and east of the Burlington Northern Santa Fe railroad tracks, west of 9th Street, south
of 7th Ave;

 Existing fenced-in and maintained developed opens space with crushed stone pathways totaling
53.62 acres;

 Located in the northwest part of West Fargo, North Dakota in Cass County.

This letter provides an updated species list of threatened and endangered species specifically for the 4 
Sons Yard. There are no determination keys associated with the 4 Sons Yard. The current Project 
overview map, located in Attachment C as Figure 1.1-1 with an additional map showing the 4 Sons Yard. 

SPECIES LIST AND DATA REQUESTS FOR THE 4 SONS YARD 

On October 2, 2023, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 
potential to occur within the 4 Sons Yard. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 
D) that identified one threatened, endangered, or candidate species with the potential to occur within the
4 Sons Yard in Cass County:

 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the 4 Sons Yard. ERM did 
not identify any additional designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the 4 Sons Yard in 
North Dakota through review of the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 

In addition to USFWS communications, on January 27, 2022, ERM requested bald eagle (Haliaeetus 
leucocephalus) nesting data from the North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD). Data was 
received on March 3, 2022. 
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SPECIES EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS FOR THE 4 SONS YARD 

Monarch Butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate Species 

Current Status 

The monarch butterfly is a candidate species under the ESA and not yet listed or proposed for listing. 
Candidate species are plants and animals for which the USFWS has sufficient information on their 
biological status and threats to propose them as endangered or threatened under the ESA, but for which 
development of a proposed listing regulation is precluded by other higher priority listing activities. 
Candidate species receive no statutory protection under the ESA.1  

Two North American populations, including migratory populations east and west of the Rocky Mountains, 
have been monitored at their overwintering sites since the mid-1990s. Monarch butterflies found east of 
the Rocky Mountains, including breeding populations found in North Dakota, migrate south or southwest 
to mountainous overwintering grounds in central Mexico.2 While populations normally fluctuate from year-
to-year, data indicate population declines over the last two decades.3 Threats associated with these 
declines include habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide use on milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host plants, 
and changing climate.4 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the 4 Sons Yard 

In general, habitat requirements for monarch populations include specific quantities and optimal quality of 
milkweed and breeding season nectar sources; however, the specific optimal amount of habitat and its 
spatial distribution are unknown.3  

The monarch’s life cycle varies geographically. Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and the 
larvae emerge after 2 to 5 days. The larvae then develop and feed on the milkweed over a period of 9 to 
18 days. The larvae pupate into chrysalis and 6 to 14 days later emerge as an adult butterfly. There are 
multiple generations of monarchs produced during the breeding season; where most adult butterflies live 
2 to 5 weeks, overwintering adults enter into reproductive diapause (suspended reproduction) and live 
6 to 9 months.3  

About 10 species of native milkweed can be found in North Dakota and additional milkweed species 
and/or milkweed populations are likely present within the 4 Sons Yard area near ditches.5 Monarch 
butterflies and their suitable habitat are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within 
the 4 Sons Yard as the area is maintained as open developed space that is routinely mowed and used as 
temporary storage and workspace for large equipment and materials. 

Effects Analysis 

Direct and indirect effects on the monarch butterfly would be visual or physical disturbances from physical 
presence of people, development activities, and moving vehicles. The disturbance could cause 
individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of adults. 

1 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Candidate Conservation. Available online: 
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/candidate-conservation. Accessed August 2023. 

2 North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Pollinators. Monarch Butterfly. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/pollinators. 
Accessed: August 2023. 

3 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Monarch (Danaus plexippus) Species Status Assessment Report, version 2.1. Available 
online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/191345. Accessed: August 2023. 

4 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Monarchs. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators/monarchs. 
Accessed: August 2023. 

5 North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Milkweeds and Monarchs. Authors and Contributors: Ron Wilson. Available 
online: https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jun/milkweeds-monarchs. Accessed: August 2023. 
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The 4 Sons Yard is a fallow field of disturbed open space with a crushed concrete layer added to 
suppress vegetation and control erosion on the access roads. The 4 Sons Yard has a five-foot chain-
linked fence around the boundary with gates over the three access roads. Based on aerial imagery, from 
2003 to date, the 4 Sons Yard is maintained as an open space for temporary construction storage. Prior 
to 2003, the 4 Sons Yard was utilized as an agriculture field, based on aerial imagery from 1997. Impacts 
on vegetation from Project development would include temporary use of existing access roads, and the 
maintained workspace within the 4 Sons Yard. Due to the use of the area as temporary construction 
storage and previously for agriculture crops, the 4 Sons Yard is unlikely to have any suitable habitat for 
monarchs. Vegetation would be returned to preconstruction conditions after the Project is completed. 

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can outcompete native 
forbs that provide food and/or sources for egg laying for the monarch butterfly. Weed control measures, 
and treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat of introducing or 
spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the 4 Sons Yard. Therefore, due to the overall 
lack of suitable monarch butterfly habitat within the 4 Sons Yard, and the implementation of the proposed 
mitigation measures, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 

Eagles 

As already stated in the May 27, 2022, determination letter, WBI Energy reviewed bald eagle nest 
location data provided by the USFWS and NDGFD. Five bald eagle nest locations were identified within 2 
miles of the Project area including one nest along the Sheyenne River near the city of Riverside (West 
Fargo), North Dakota. The eagle nest along the Sheyenne River is located approximately 1.2 miles north-
northwest of the 4 Sons Yard. Based on the previous agricultural use and current industrial use of the 4 
Sons Yard, there are no suitable habitats within the 4 Sons Yard for eagles. The proposed addition of the 
4 Sons Yard to the Project is not expected to affect eagles or the nearby bald eagle nest. 
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SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this analysis in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 
Based on the above analysis, we conclude that Project impacts, including the use of the 4 Sons Yard, on 
the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, per the consultation date May 27, 2022, 
the Project is not expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is 
not expected to affect golden or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical 
assistance, and concurrence with our comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally 
protected species discussed in this letter. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 
James Kowalsky of ERM at james.kowalsky@erm.com. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Enclosures: Attachment A: USFWS Determination Letters 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 

Attachment C: Project Maps 

Attachment D: IPaC Official Species List Project 

cc: Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Chris Schmidt, ERM 



Attachment A

USFWS Determination Letters 



May 27, 2022 

Jerry Reinisch 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 

3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

Dear Mr. Reinisch: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 

Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 

Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 

gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 

Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 

North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 

MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 

settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The Project 

overview map, located in Attachment A as Figure 1.1-1, shows the proposed pipeline route and locations 

of the Project facilities. Additional information, including specifics on the location and description of 

facilities, land requirements, and construction and restoration procedures, on the proposed Project is 

located in Attachment A.  

This Project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic feet of natural gas per day 

to help meet growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 

(MDU) a local distribution company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this Project to fulfill MDU’s 

need for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply at Wahpeton, North Dakota, and to extend natural 

gas service to the community of Kindred, North Dakota, for the first time, which has been requested by 

city officials and residents. 

The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) under 7(c) of the Natural 

Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal 

authorizations and complying with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 

projects subject to its jurisdiction. As such, FERC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 

Service (USFWS) in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). FERC’s 
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regulations at 18 Code of Federal Regulations 380.13 designate the project sponsor as FERC’s non-

federal representative for informal Section 7 ESA consultation. In accordance with FERC guidelines, WBI 

Energy will provide the results of this consultation to FERC and notify FERC if any federally listed species 

or designated critical habitat may be affected by the Project. 

WBI Energy has retained ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) to assist with the environmental review and permitting 

for the Project. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 

Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 

listed species that are discussed in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 

that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 

assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

On September 13, 2021, on behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted a Project introduction letter to the 

USFWS, and requested review and comment on the consultation required for the Project. On February 2, 

2022, during the scoping period, the USFWS submitted a letter on the FERC docket in response to the 

proposed Project. This is included in the USFWS agency correspondence found in Attachment B. 

SPECIES LIST AND DATA REQUESTS 

On May 27, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 

Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 

potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 

C) that identified five threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, three insects,

and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties:

 Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered)

 Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened

 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate

 Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek): Endangered

 Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. North 

Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13, which are the closest Dakota skipper designated critical habitat 

to the Project, are located in Richland and Ransom counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and 

southwest of the Project area. Additionally, North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the 

closest Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat to the Project, are located in Richland County 

approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area. ERM did not identify any additional 

designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North Dakota through review of 

the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 

In addition to USFWS communications, on October 11, 2021, ERM requested natural heritage data from 

the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD). Data were received on December 17, 

2021. On January 27, 2022, ERM requested bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting data from the

North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD). Data were received on March 3, 2022.  

SPECIES EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 

described above and provides the effects determination further described in this letter. ERM has 
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evaluated the potential effects for each species by reviewing historical and present occurrences, 

availability of potential habitat within the Project area, the species’ natural history, and results of desktop 

and field-based habitat assessments. The assessment also utilized natural heritage information from the 

NDPRD Natural Heritage Inventory, NDGFD and USFWS species profiles, USFWS listing and recovery 

plan data; and prior correspondence with the USFWS (Attachment B). 

The northern long-eared bat (NLEB) is currently listed as a threatened species; however, on March 23, 

2022, the USFWS proposed to reclassify the species as endangered. If this proposed rule is finalized 

(expected November 2022), the species would become endangered and the 4(d) rule would no longer be 

applicable. The Project schedule means that impacts to NLEB are possible after this status change. For 

the purposes of the analysis below, potential impacts under current regulations are discussed, with 

additional information provided to support future review. The USFWS is expected to publish additional 

guidance and review tools closer to the finalization of this status change. 

Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity a  

Common Name 

Scientific name 
Federal Status Suitable Habitat Within 

the Project Vicinity? 
Determination of Effect  

Mammal 

Northern long-eared bat 

Myotis septentrionalis
Threatened 

(Proposed 
Endangered) 

Yes NLAA

Insects 

Dakota skipper 

Hesperia dacotae
Threatened No NLAA

Monarch Butterfly 

Danaus plexippus
Candidate Yes N/A b 

Poweshiek skipperling 

Oarisma powshiek
Endangered No NE

Flowering Plant 

Western prairie fringed orchid 

Platanthera praeclara 
Threatened No NLAA

Notes: 

NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 

is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 

Northern Long-eared Bat 

Current Status 

The NLEB is listed as threatened under the ESA with a 4(d) rule. Section 4(d) of the ESA allows the 

USFWS to establish prohibitions or exceptions to prohibitions for threatened species, which do not 

automatically have the same protections as endangered species. The finalized 4(d) rule for the NLEB 

allows incidental take of bats in populations outside of the counties or districts where white-nose 

syndrome is known to be present (81 Federal Register [FR] 1900). The 4(d) rule applies to the entire 
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state of North Dakota. Under the final 4(d) rule, incidental take outside of hibernacula that results from 

tree removal is only prohibited when it (1) occurs within 0.25 mile (0.4 kilometer) of known NLEB 

hibernacula; or (2) cuts or destroys known occupied maternity roost trees, or any other trees within a 

150-foot (45-meter) radius from the known occupied maternity trees, during the pup season (June 1 

through July 31).  

The USFWS is currently undergoing a review of the federal listing for the NLEB, and this species is 

proposed to be listed as endangered in November 2022. If the species is listed as endangered, the 4(d) 

rule will no longer be applicable. The USFWS anticipates publishing additional guidance for the species 

closer to the final rule publication. Although WBI Energy cannot anticipate the details of this guidance, it is 

likely that projects outside of occupied habitats with limited tree felling will have little impact to this 

species. 

The NLEB is very susceptible to white-nose syndrome, which has led to significant losses and caused a 

population concern range wide. Other sources of mortality for the NLEB include impacts to winter 

hibernation areas, loss or degradation of summer habitats, and wind farm operations.1 No critical habitat 

has been designated for this species in or near the Project area.  

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The NLEB ranges across the eastern and north-central United States and all Canadian provinces west to 

the southern Yukon Territory and eastern British Columbia (78 FR 61046). NLEBs are considered 

common in only small portions of the western part of its range (i.e., Black Hills of South Dakota) and are 

uncommon or rare in the western extremes of the range (78 FR 61046). During winter, NLEBs hibernate 

in large caves and mines that have large passages and entrances, constant temperatures, and high 

humidity with no air currents. Estimated NLEB hibernation season in North Dakota is from October 1 

through May 15.2 

Across their range, migration between winter hibernacula and summer habitat occurs from mid-March to 

mid-May with bats returning to hibernacula from mid-August to mid-October. In the summer, NLEBs roost 

underneath bark, in cavities, and in crevices of live and dead trees that either retain their bark or provide 

suitable cavities or crevices. NLEBs are opportunistic in their selection of tree species used for roosting, 

and have been documented using numerous tree species, utilizing both crevices and bark of trees as well 

as a range of stem diameters and heights. In Minnesota, common roost tree species have been 

documented and include aspen (Populus spp.), oak (Quercus spp.), and maple (Acer spp.).3 

In North Dakota, NLEBs summer maternity season is typically from April 1 through September 30. 

Breeding occurs in late July in northern regions and females store sperm until spring (78 FR 61046). 

Maternity colonies form in the summer months where females give birth to a single bat (pup). Most bats 

within a colony give birth around the same time, from late May or early June to late July, where maternity 

colonies containing females and young typically have 30 to 60 bats at the beginning of the summer.1 

 
1  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-

bat-myotis-septentrionalis. Accessed March 2022. 

2  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation. 2017. Northern Long-Eared Bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) Species Guidance. PUB ER-700. Available online: https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/er/ER0700.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 

3  Swingen, M., R. Moen, M. Walker, R. Baker, G. Nordquist, T. Catton, K. Kirschbaum, B. Dirks, and N. Dietz. 2018. Northern 

long-eared bat Roost Tree Characteristics 2015-2017. Natural Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth. 
Regents of the University of Minnesota. Technical Report NRRI/TR-2018/41. Available online: 
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/204334/NRRI-TR-2018-41.pdf?sequence=1. Accessed: February 2022. 
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This species has only been identified in a few locations in North Dakota, which include forested habitat in 

the Turtle Mountains, and the riparian corridors of the Little Missouri and Missouri rivers.4 Of these known 

occurrences, the nearest documented NLEB to the Project area is greater than 180 miles away in the 

Missouri River Valley. In addition to the Missouri River Valley and the Badlands of western North Dakota, 

Gillam et al. (2015)5 document one observation of the NLEB in Fort Buford, McKenzie County, and in the 

Little Missouri National Grassland, which is located in parts of McKenzie, Billings, Slope, and Golden 

Valley counties. Minnesota records for NLEB are from the north-central and eastern half of the state, 

including Becker County, Minnesota, located approximately 40 miles east/northeast of the Project area.5,6 

Dominant vegetation types crossed by the Project consist of agricultural grain and row crops. Less than 

1 percent of the Project area is classified as forested land, and there are no large, contiguous forested 

habitats within the Project vicinity. Therefore, highly suitable NLEB habitat is not present within the 

Project area. There are no known NLEB hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the proposed 

Project (78 FR 61046),7 and no caves or mines are present within the Project area that would provide 

suitable winter habitat. 

Effects Analysis 

The Project site is within the probable range of NLEB; however, no documented occurrences of the 

species have been recorded in Cass or Richland counties, North Dakota.5 Construction of the Project is 

anticipated to occur from spring to late fall of 2024, which overlaps the active and breeding season of the 

NLEB. Less than 1 percent of the Project footprint consists of forested areas. Once construction is 

complete, approximately 1.1 acre of forested land will be retained as open land within the new permanent 

right-of-way. No forested lands are located within the aboveground facilities, contractor yards, access 

roads, or valve site locations. WBI Energy has implemented measures (e.g., avoidance of wooded areas 

to the extent possible when developing the proposed pipeline route; proposing use of the guided bore 

crossing method at select feature crossings; and reducing workspaces at contractor yards) to avoid and 

minimize impacts on vegetation including forested lands. Small patches of trees are present along 

riparian corridors, windrows, and shelterbelts, which could provide potentially suitable roosting trees. 

However, there are no large forested habitats in the vicinity of the proposed Project, and suitable habitat 

is very limited. In addition, there are no known hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the 

proposed Project. Therefore, the Project is not anticipated to have any direct or indirect impacts on the 

NLEB.  

Determination 

Due to the overall lack of suitable habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, in addition 

to no known presence of the species within Cass and Richland counties, the Project may affect, but is not 

likely to adversely affect, the NLEB. Until the USFWS review is complete, the NLEB is listed as 

“threatened” and the 4(d) rule still applies; therefore, WBI Energy completed an IPaC determination key 

for the Project (Attachment D), based on that submission the USFWS determined the activities related to 

the Project are consistent with those analyzed in the USFWS’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological 

Opinion. Given the small amount of tree clearing that will occur, and the lack of documented occurrences 

 
4  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Northern Long-eared Bat. Available online: 

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id/bats/northern-long-eared. Accessed March 2022. 

5  Gillam, E., J.J. Nelson, and P. Barnhart. 2015. North Dakota State Bat Management Plan. North Dakota Game and Fish 

Department. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nd-state-bat-management-plan.pdf. Accessed 
April 2022. 

6  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis: Northern Long-eared Bat. Rare Species Guide. 

Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150. 
Accessed April 2022. 

7  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
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of NLEB in the Project area, the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB. Any

impacts to NLEB would fall under the final 4(d) rule, and would not be prohibited.  

If the proposed rule to list the species is finalized, the Project will reengage with USFWS as required to 

reassess impacts. However, based on the very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres) 

and the distance to known occupied habitats (over 50 miles), it is likely that a determination of may affect, 
but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB will still be applicable.

Dakota Skipper 

Current Status  

The Dakota skipper (DASK) was listed as threatened under the ESA in 2014. Critical habitat for DASK 

has been designated in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota (80 FR 59248). Main threats to 

DASK and its habitat include cattle grazing, haying, lack of habitat management, pesticide use, flooding, 

habitat fragmentation, isolation of populations, and prairie conversion.8 Other risks relate to climate 

change, including catastrophic drought.9 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

Within the United States, DASK has been extirpated from Illinois and Iowa, and are now only present in 

scattered isolated sites in western Minnesota, northeastern South Dakota, and the northern half of North 

Dakota.10 The Project area is within the DASK’s historical range and the species was historically 

documented within Richland County. These historical locations of known DASK observations within 

Richland County were concentrated within the northwestern and southcentral townships of the County. 

There are no recent records of the DASK in the Project area and it is now considered extirpated in 

Richland County. 

DASK inhabit two types of prairie habitat; low wet-mesic prairie with little topographic relief that occurs on 

near-shore glacial lake deposits (Type A) and dry-mesic mixed-grass prairie dominated by mixed 

bluestem (Andropogon spp.) and green needlegrasses (Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth) occurring

primarily on rolling terrain over gravelly glacial moraine deposits (Type B).10 Both habitat types contain an 

abundance of flowering plants and alkaline soils. In dry mixed-grass prairie, DASK can be found along 

ridges and hillsides.11 

DASK complete one generation per year.11 The larvae overwinter at or below ground level. During the 

spring, the larvae emerge to complete their development. The larvae eventually pupate in June.12 Adults 

generally emerge in mid-June to early July and mate during a 2- to 4-week flight period.11, 12 Peak flight 

times occur within a span of about 10 days in early July each year.9 Females lay eggs on a range of 

broadleaf plants and grasses,12 which hatch after incubating for 7 to 20 days.11 Little bluestem 

(Schizachyrium scoparium) is often selected for both egg laying and as a food source for larvae.12 Nectar

8  Selby, G. 2006. Effects of Grazing on the Dakota Skipper Butterfly; Prairie Butterfly Status Surveys 2003-2005. Final Report.

Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Available online: 
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/2006/2006_selby.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

9  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae), Report on the Species Status Assessment, Version 2 
- September 2018. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/155865. Accessed: March 2022.

10  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2016. Dakota Skipper Conservation Guidelines.

11  Cochrane, J. F., and P. Delphey. 2002. Status Assessment and Conservation Guidelines: Dakota skipper: Hesperia dacotae 
(Skinner), (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae): Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Manitoba. U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/4020?Reference=4171. Accessed March 2022. 

12  Vaughan, D. M., and M. D. Shepherd. 2005. Species Profile: Hesperia dacotae. In Shepherd, M. D., D. M. Vaughan, and S. H.

Black (Eds), Red List of Pollinator Insects of North America. CD-ROM Version 1 (May 2005). Portland, OR: The Xerces Society
for Invertebrate Conservation. Available online: https://xerces.org/endangered-species/species-profiles/at-risk-butterflies-
moths/dakota-skipper. Accessed: January 2022. 
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sources for adults vary regionally and include purple coneflower (Echinacea sp.), blanketflowers

(Gaillardia sp.), black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia sp.), and evening primrose (Calylophus serrulatus).11, 12

The best available information for the presence of the DASK comes from the Population Distribution and 
Occupancy Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672) documenting species presence, species

surveys by Royer et al. (2014),13 and from the USFWS DASK North Dakota Survey Protocol.14 The 

closest documented population to the Project area includes one site within the Sheyenne National 

Grassland complex in Ransom County; however, the status of DASK at this site is currently unknown, 

since the species was not observed during subsequent surveys. In addition, the Federal Register (79 FR 

63672) states that DASK habitat in the Sheyenne National Grassland complex have experienced 

intensive grazing, leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) invasions, and extensive herbicide use leading to

habitat modifications and resulting in the extirpation of DASK from previously known sites. 11,15 Historical 

records of DASK have also been recorded southwest of the Project area (greater than 2 miles southwest 

of milepost 25.7) within suitable grassland habitat16; however, the Project area does not contain suitable 

DASK habitat but is largely composed of agricultural land, which comprises approximately 92 percent of 

the vegetation resources within the Project area.17 

There is no critical habitat for the species within 20 miles of the Project Area. There is one critical habitat 

site in Richland County and two critical habitat sites in Ransom County (80 FR 59248). Critical Habitat 

Unit 4, which is the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, is located in Clay County more than 20 miles from 

the Project area. North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13 are located in Richland and Ransom 

counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and southwest of the Project area, respectively.  

WBI Energy consulted with the NDPRD regarding ecological communities through the Natural Heritage 

Program and was provided a list of ecological communities within 1 mile of the Project. For the majority of 

these ecological communities, the last observations date back to the late 1990s, but consisted of the 

following: wet-mesic tallgrass prairie, wet prairie, northern reedgrass wet meadow, sand mixed-grass 

prairie, and dry-mesic tallgrass prairie. These communities are located near the Project area at mileposts 

34 to 37.  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

In the USFWS Dakota Skipper North Dakota Survey Protocol,14 suitable habitat for the DASK is defined 

as native prairies containing native grasses and diverse forbs. Croplands, non-native haylands, pastures, 

shrublands, forests, or other grasslands dominated by non-native plant species are typically not 

considered suitable for DASK. Following this guidance, suitable habitat for DASK was not documented 

within the Project area. 

DASK are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project area including 

cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 

dominated by non-native species. Overall, there is a strong correlation between DASK occurrences and 

the dominance of native grasses in habitat, which indicates that populations of DASK and their 

13  Royer, R.A., M.R. Royer, and E.A. Royer. 2014. Dakota Skipper Field Survey and Habitat Assessment at 12 North Dakota 
Sites during the 2014 season. Minot: Minot State University.

14  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. 2018 Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) North Dakota Survey Protocol. Available online:

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd639206.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 

15  Delphey, P., E. Runquist, C. Nordmeyer. 2017. Plan for the Controlled Propagation, Augmentation, and Reintroduction of 
Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae). Available online:
https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2014/finals/2014_05j1_DakotaSkipper_report.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 

16  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Personal communication (electronic correspondence) between USFWS (J. Reinisch) and 

ERM (L. Rodman-Jaramillo) January 19, 2022.

17  WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Wahpeton Expansion Project Draft Resource Report 3. Draft Resource Report 3 was filed with

the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on March 3, 2022. 
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persistence require native grasses for survival.9 For example, Davis (2020)18 documented that pastures 

dominated by smooth brome (Bromus inermis) provide poor habitat for DASK larvae as the widely spaced 

stems are unsuitable for their shelter-building behavior. Additionally, Nordmeyer et al. (2021)19 observed 

negative effects on DASK larvae growth and survival resulting from foraging on invasive grass species, 

including smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass. Smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass were 

documented during the 2021 habitat assessment as typical species observed within the agricultural and 

grassland areas of the Project area. In addition, DASK are unlikely to use the Project area during 

dispersal as they are not known to disperse widely. DASK have a mean mobility of 3.5 (standard 

deviation = 0.7) on a scale of 0 (sedentary) to 10 (highly mobile).20, 21 Delphey et al. (2017)15 document a 

mark-recapture study where adult DASK movements were less than 984 feet (300 meters) over 3 to 

7 days, and marked adults crossed less than 656 feet (200 meters) of unsuitable habitat between two 

prairie patches, and they typically moved along ridges than across valleys. Delphey et al. (2017)15 

suggested that DASK dispersal is limited in part to their short life span and single annual flight. As a 

result, DASK extirpation from a site is likely permanent unless it is within about 0.62 mile of a site that 

generates a sufficient number of emigrants, or the species is reintroduced to a site (79 FR 63672).21 

As documented in the North Dakota summary section within the Population Distribution and Occupancy 
Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672), “although only a small fraction of all grassland in 
North Dakota has been surveyed for Dakota skippers, a significant proportion of the un-surveyed area is 
likely not suitable for Dakota skipper.” Additionally, “surveys for the Dakota skipper are typically 
conducted only in areas where floristic characteristics are indicative of their presence. New potential sites 
surveyed are generally focused on prairie habitat that appears suitable for the species and has a good 
potential of hosting the species…”  

Effects Analysis 

While DASK are not specifically known to occur within the Project area, they may be present within 

suitable habitat located outside of the Project area during the annual flight period. Outside of the flight 

period, DASK eggs and larvae would be restricted to reproductive habitats, which include native 

grassland comprising diverse forbs and bunchgrasses,14 which are not known to occur within the Project 

area. Adult DASK are generally believed to avoid areas of active disturbance21; however, they can 

traverse areas of disturbance or be driven by wind into disturbed areas. As described above, DASK are 

not known to disperse widely and have relatively low mobility15; therefore, we do not expect DASK 

dispersal within the Project area.  

The Project would involve disturbances related to the physical presence of people, development 

activities, and moving vehicles and equipment within the Project area, which may be visually or physically 

disruptive to DASK.21 There is no evidence suggesting that acoustics from the construction and operation 

of the Project would elicit a disruptive (positive or negative) behavioral response or injurious physiological 

impairment to adults or larvae of the species.21 Human presence is expected to have no effect to the egg 

or larval stages, but adult DASK could be consistently disturbed during the adult flight period. The 

 
18  Davis, K.A. 2020. The Status of Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae Skinner) in Eastern South Dakota and the Effects of Land 

Management. Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 3914. South Dakota State University. Available online: 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/3914/. Accessed March 2022. 

19  Nordmeyer, C.S., E. Runquist, and S. Stapleton. 2021. “Invasive grass negatively affects growth and survival of an imperiled 

butterfly.” Endangered Species Research 45:301–314. 

20  Burke, R., J. Fitzsimmons, and J. Kerr. 2011. “A mobility index for Canadian butterfly species based on naturalists’ knowledge.” 

Biodiversity and Conservation 20:2273–2295. 

21  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2017. Draft Final Biological Opinion on the effects to the Dakota skipper from the Antelope 
Master Development Plan: the proposed construction and operation of 49 oil and gas wells on 9 well pads in McKenzie County, 
North Dakota. USFWS Reference # 2017-F-0081. Available online:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nfs/11558/www/nepa/104208_FSPLT3_4274833.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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disturbance could cause individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of 

adults. These direct and indirect effects on DASK are those with the potential to occur if the Project area 

contained suitable DASK habitat and species’ presence; however, we do not expect these effects on 

DASK for the proposed Project.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 

forbs that are food sources for DASK.21 Noxious weeds were observed concurrently with wetland and 

waterbody surveys and were not timed to coincide with any specific morphological state. Weed species 

identified during surveys were limited to one species—Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). Weed control

measures, including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative 

measures (e.g., flagging existing noxious weed infestations, cleaning equipment, segregating topsoil; and 

implementing reclamation following FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance 
Plan [FERC Plan]22 and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures [FERC

Procedures]),23 and implementing treatment methods will be incorporated into the Project to reduce the 

threat of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 

After soil is cleared in disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the right-of-way and additional 

temporary workspace (ATWS) in accordance with the FERC Plan, revegetation efforts would include 

using seed mixes approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), or landowners, and 

would provide habitat for the DASK while reducing habitat fragmentation along the Project alignment. 

Based on recommendations provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes designed 

for reseeding land in accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.24 Table 2 provides the NRCS-approved seed mixes for

lands crossed by the Project. In addition to those species listed in Table 2, the NRCS also suggested 

adding 10 pounds of oats per acre to serve as a companion or nurse crop, which would reduce erosion 

and weed competition.  

Table 2: Proposed Upland Seed Mixes for Lands Crossed by the Project 

Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 

North Dakota Department of Transportation Mix 

Western wheatgrass 

Pascopyrum smithii (Rydb.) A. Love

9.6 20

Switchgrass 

Panicum virgatum L

1.6 20

Green needlegrass 

Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth

3.6 20

Canada wild-rye 

Elymus canadensis 
5.2 20

22  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan. Available online:

https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/upland-erosion-control-revegetation-maintenance-plan.pdf. Accessed March 
2022.  

23  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. Available

online: https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/wetland-waterbody-construction-mitigation-procedures.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 

24  North Dakota Department of Transportation. 2020. Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. Available online:

https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/environmental/docs/supspecs/2020%20Standard%20Specifications%20for%20Road%20and
%20Bridge%20Construction.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 

Slender wheatgrass 

Elymus trachycaulus 
5.0 20 

Total 25.0 100 

Note: Lbs/Acre = pounds per acre; PLS = pure live seed 

Determination 

Due to the overall lack of suitable DASK habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, as 

well as the species’ poor dispersal abilities, and the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures 

(e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), the Project may affect, but is 
not likely to adversely affect, DASK or its habitat. 

Poweshiek Skipperling 

Current Status 

Poweshiek skipperling is listed as endangered under the ESA. Critical habitat for the Poweshiek 

skipperling occurs in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin (80 FR 

59248). North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the closest critical habitat to the Project, 

are located in Richland County approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area, 

respectively. Critical Habitat Units 4, 18, and 11, which are the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, are 

located in Clay and Wilkin counties more than 20 miles from the Project. Similar to the threats identified 

for DASK, main threats to Poweshiek skipperling and its habitat include cattle grazing, habitat loss, 

habitat fragmentation and isolation of populations, and periods of prolonged drought.25, 26 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The Project area is within the Poweshiek skipperling’s historical range. There are historical records from 

16 sites in seven of North Dakota’s counties, including Cass and Richland counties, for this species. The 

most recent observation of Poweshiek skipperling within its historical range in North Dakota was in 

2001.26 The NDGFD document that this species is rare and believed to be extirpated in North Dakota and 

the USFWS document that Poweshiek skipperling may have been extirpated from the Dakotas, 

Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years.27 The USFWS designated critical habitat for the Poweshiek 

skipperling is located in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin. There is 

no designated critical habitat within 20 miles of the Project area.  

Historically, the Poweshiek skipperling was distributed throughout tallgrass and mixed-grass prairie 

habitats of Illinois and Iowa in the south, to Michigan in the east, North Dakota and South Dakota in the 

west, and southern Manitoba in the north.28 The Poweshiek skipperling has undergone rangewide 

declines in number of individuals and the location of populations and may have been extirpated from the 

 
25  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Oarisma poweshiek: Poweshiek Skipperling. Rare Species Guide. 

Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IILEP57010. Accessed: 
March 2022. 

26  Selby, G. 2010. Status assessment update (2010): Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek (Parker)) (Lepidoptera: 
Hesperiidae). Prepared for Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Bloomington, 
MN. 29 p. 

27  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. No Date. Oarisma poweshiek. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/poweshiek-

skipperling-oarisma-poweshiek. Accessed: March 2022. 

28  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Draft Recovery Plan for the Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek). Available 

online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/POSK%20Draft%20Recovery%20Plan_06152021_508%20compliant.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 
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Dakotas, Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years. Poweshiek skipperling populations are now known 

only from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Manitoba.29, 30 

Poweshiek skipperling inhabit remnant prairie habitats including prairie fens, grassy lake and stream 

margins, moist meadows, sedge meadows, and wet-to-dry prairies with hillsides. Primary habitat plant 

species for Poweshiek skipperling include bluestem and purple coneflower.28  

Poweshiek skipperling complete one generation per year, including a single flight period lasting 2 to 4 

weeks. Adult Poweshiek skipperling emerge from mid-June to early July when they rely on high-quality 

nectar from flowers for feeding and a source of healthy and abundant host plants for egg laying.31 Nectar 

plants vary geographically; nectar sources documented in North Dakota include smooth ox-eye (Heliopsis
helianthoides) and purple coneflower.32 Plant sources for egg laying and larval food include prairie

dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis), little bluestem, sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and sedges

(Carex spp.). Poweshiek skipperling overwinter as larvae above ground dependent on blades and/or

stems of host plants; therefore, this species also requires suitable microclimate conditions for shelter 

during winter.28 WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in 

the fall of 2021. Suitable habitat for Poweshiek skipperling was not documented within the Project area; 

however, there is historically documented potential habitat outside of the Project area. Poweshiek 

skipperling are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project including 

cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 

dominated by non-native species.31  

Determination 

Due to the lack of suitable habitat and the likelihood that this species has been extirpated from the 

state,27 WBI Energy has determined that the Project will have no effect on Poweshiek skipperling. Due to

the distance between the Project and designated critical habitat, the Project is not anticipated to have an 

effect on Poweshiek skipperling critical habitat. 

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 

Current Status 

The western prairie fringed orchid (WPFO) is listed as threatened under the ESA. Identified threats to the 

WPFO throughout its range include woody encroachment, invasive plant species, siltation, erosion, 

altered fire regimes, land use/management changes (e.g., conversion of remnant prairie to cropland), and 

the use of herbicides and insecticides.33  

29  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System. Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 
poweshiek). Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161. Accessed March 2022.

30  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online:

https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 

31  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) Species Needs Assessment. Bloomington,

MN. Available online: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/Poweshiek%20Skipperling%20Species%20Needs%20Assessment_508%20compliant
.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

32  Swengel, A. B., and S. R. Swengel. 1999. “Observations of prairie skippers (Oarisma poweshiek, Hesperia dacotae, H. ottoe, 

H. leonardus pawnee, and Atrytone arogos iowa) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) in Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota during
1988-1997.” The Great Lakes Entomologist 32:267–292.

33  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2009. Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 5-Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. Bloomington,

MN. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/five_year_review/doc2412.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

The WPFO is found in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and North Dakota. In North Dakota, 

the WPFO distribution is confined to Richland and Ransom counties. The USFWS 2020 5-year review on 

the WPFO indicates that since 200933 there has been one new population discovered, and nine 

populations are now considered extirpated (primarily concentrated within the Sheyenne National 

Grassland) by the North Dakota Natural Heritage Program, as no orchids have been observed since 1995 

or the habitat is no longer suitable.33 The Sheyenne National Grassland is located more than 8 miles 

west/southwest of the Project area. Natural heritage data provided by the NDPRD documented one 

historical record (observation greater than 35 years ago) of the WPFO within 1 mile of the Project area to 

the east of milepost 30.4. The Project area is within the WPFO historical range. Based on USFWS 5-year 

species review, the WPFO has not been regularly surveyed outside of the Sheyenne National Grassland 

in North Dakota since the 1990s. 

This species is found almost exclusively in remnant native plant communities.34 In North Dakota, the 

WPFO most frequently occurs in sedge meadow communities on the Glacial Sheyenne Delta as well as 

the tallgrass prairie community classified as the Midland Grassland habitat type.35 Associated plant 

species include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) and little bluestem, several sedge species,

switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and prairie sandreed (Calamovilfa longifolia).36 WPFO habitat conditions

vary across its geographic range; however, one common factor thought to influence the growth of this 

species is groundwater depth. In southeastern North Dakota, preferred habitat for the species includes 

northern wet prairie, northern mesic prairie, and prairie wet meadows. The populations of WPFO found 

within the Sheyenne National Grassland are located in sedge meadows associated with lowland 

depressions, called swales.37 

The WPFO relies on its relationship with mycorrhizal soil fungi for seed germination and seedling 

development. This species has been documented emerging as early as late-March in southwestern 

Minnesota and senescence generally occurs in late September or earlier if the soil moisture is abnormally 

low. Peak flowering typically occurs from early to mid-July. The WPFO is also reliant on sphinx moth 

populations for seed production.34  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

The WPFO was not documented during the field surveys; however, surveys were not conducted during 

the peak blooming season for this species. Suitable habitat for the WPFO such as prairie and sedge 

meadows and associated native prairie plant species (e.g., big and little bluestem, sedges, switchgrass, 

and prairie sandreed) were not observed in the Project area. The WPFO is not likely to be present in the 

dominant vegetation found within the Project area—including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, 

non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  

As indicated on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (MNDNR) site,34 conservation efforts for 

the WPFO should be directed toward protecting “high quality, intact, native habitat,” which further indicate

the specialized habitat that the WPFO is dependent upon and that is not present within the Project area. 

34  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Platanthera praeclara: Western Prairie Fringed Orchid. Rare Species

Guide. Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y0S0. 
Accessed: March 2022. 

35  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1996. Platanthera praeclara (Western Prairie Fringed Orchid) Recovery Plan. U.S. Fish and

Wildlife Service, Ft. Snelling, MN. Available online: https://puc.sd.gov/commission/dockets/HydrocarbonPipeline/2014/HP14-
002/rstexhibit/24.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 

36  Sieg, C.H., and A.J. Bjugstad. 1994. “Five years of following the western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) on the

Sheyenne National Grassland, North Dakota.” North Amer. Prairie Conf. 13:141–146. Available online:
https://library.ndsu.edu/ir/bitstream/handle/10365/3242/634sie92.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y. Accessed: March 2022. 

37  Wolken, P.M., C.H. Sieg, and S.E. Williams. 2001. “Quantifying suitable habitat of the threatened western prairie fringed 

orchid.” Journal of Range Management 54:611–616.
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Further noted on the MNDNR’s site,34 annual haying can present problems for long-term WPFO survival, 

particularly if the haying occurs prior to seed capsule maturation; the WPFO reproduces entirely by seed, 

and annual mowing could lead to reproductive failure and eventually population collapse.34 Given that the 

majority of land in the Project area is agricultural, which would include utilizing methods such as haying 

and mowing, the WPFO is not likely to be present within the Project area.  

Effects Analysis 

The majority of the land in the Project area is agricultural (approximately 92 percent), which includes 

rotated croplands. Limited areas of scrub-shrub and forested wetlands are found within the Project area. 

Construction of the proposed pipeline will require clearing and grading of the temporary right-of-way, 

which will temporarily impact vegetation communities. The permanent right-of-way will be maintained as 

cropland or other herbaceous and shrub vegetation communities while the remaining temporary 

workspace along the construction right-of-way and any ATWS areas will be allowed to revert to 

preconstruction conditions. Implementation of the measures specified in the FERC Plan and the FERC 

Procedures will minimize Project-related impacts on affected vegetation communities.  

Following construction, WBI Energy will revegetate disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the 

right-of-way and ATWS in accordance with the FERC Plan using seed mixes approved by the NRCS or 

landowners. Revegetation will provide protection against erosion. In areas where final grade and cleanup 

is completed during active construction, WBI Energy will comply with the timelines for seeding identified in 

the FERC Plan (weather and soil conditions permitting) or as recommended by the NRCS or Farm 

Service Agency (subject to approval by landowners). Timely restoration of the construction right-of-way, 

reseeding with the appropriate seed mixes, and the use of effective erosion control measures will 

minimize the duration of vegetation disturbance. 

Construction and operation impacts on wetland vegetation will be minimized by implementing the 

measures identified in the FERC Plan and the FERC Procedures.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 

forbs and grasses, which provide habitat for the WPFO. Weed control measures, as described above, 

including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative measures, and 

implementing treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat of 

introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 

Determination 

After soil is cleared in non-agricultural grassland areas, revegetation efforts would include reseeding 

using an NRCS-approved seed mix including native species and would reduce habitat fragmentation 

along the Project alignment. Because noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native forbs 

and grasses, WBI Energy would implement weed control measures to reduce the threat of introducing or 

spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Based on recommendations 

provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes (Table 2) designed for reseeding land in 

accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard Specifications for Road 
and Bridge Construction.24 Due to the lack of suitable habitat for the WPFO, including intact prairie and

sedge meadows (swales) and associated native plant species, and the implementation of the proposed 

mitigation measures (e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), WBI 

Energy has determined that the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the WPFO.
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CANDIDATE SPECIES 

Monarch Butterfly 

Current Status 

The monarch butterfly is a candidate species under the ESA and not yet listed or proposed for listing. 

Candidate species are plants and animals for which the USFWS has sufficient information on their 

biological status and threats to propose them as endangered or threatened under the ESA, but for which 

development of a proposed listing regulation is precluded by other higher priority listing activities. 

Candidate species receive no statutory protection under the ESA.38  

Two North American populations, including migratory populations east and west of the Rocky Mountains, 

have been monitored at their overwintering sites since the mid-1990s. Monarch butterflies found east of 

the Rocky Mountains, including breeding populations found in North Dakota, migrate south or southwest 

to mountainous overwintering grounds in central Mexico.39 While populations normally fluctuate from 

year-to-year, data indicate population declines over the last two decades.40 Threats associated with these 

declines include habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide use on milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host plants,

and changing climate.41 

Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 

In general, habitat requirements for monarch populations include specific quantities and optimal quality of 

milkweed and breeding season nectar sources; however, the specific optimal amount of habitat and its 

spatial distribution are unknown.40  

The monarch life cycle varies geographically. Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and the 

larvae emerge after 2 to 5 days. The larvae then develop and feed on the milkweed over a period of 9 to 

18 days. The larvae pupate into chrysalis and 6 to 14 days later emerge as an adult butterfly. There are 

multiple generations of monarchs produced during the breeding season; where most adult butterflies live 

2 to 5 weeks, overwintering adults enter into reproductive diapause (suspended reproduction) and live 

6 to 9 months.40  

WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 

While field surveys were not conducted during the peak blooming season for milkweed species, 

surveyors documented potentially suitable habitat, including small numbers of common milkweed, for the 

monarch within the Project area. About 10 species of native milkweed can be found in North Dakota and 

additional milkweed species and/or milkweed populations are likely present within the Project area near 

ditches and woodland edges.42 Monarch butterflies and their suitable habitat are not likely to be present in 

the dominant vegetation found within the Project including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-

native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  

38  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Candidate Conservation. Available online:

https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/candidate-conservation. Accessed March 2022. 

39  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Pollinators. Monarch Butterfly. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/pollinators.

Accessed: March 2022. 

40  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Monarch (Danaus plexippus) Species Status Assessment Report, version 2.1. Available

online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/191345. Accessed: March 2022. 

41  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Monarchs. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators/monarchs.

Accessed: March 2022. 

42  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Milkweeds and Monarchs. Authors and Contributors: Ron Wilson. Available

online: https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jun/milkweeds-monarchs. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Effects Analysis 

Direct and indirect effects on the monarch butterfly would be visual or physical disturbances from physical 

presence of people, development activities, and moving vehicles. The disturbance could cause 

individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of adults.  

The Project has the potential to impact habitat, including nectar-bearing wildflowers, on which adult 

monarch butterflies might feed. The Project’s permanent impacts on vegetation will be associated with 

aboveground facilities, permanent access roads, and the maintained pipeline right-of-way. Peripheral 

workspace and the majority of the workspace for the pipeline system will be returned to preconstruction 

conditions and allowed to revegetate, resulting in only temporary habitat impacts. Where losses of 

potential habitat are permanent, including about 3.4 acres for the aboveground facilities, less than 1 acre 

for the valve sites, and about 1 acre for the permanent access roads, it is expected that similar adjacent 

available habitat could be utilized, should the species be present.  

Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 

invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can outcompete native 

forbs that provide food and/or sources for egg laying for the monarch butterfly. Weed control measures, 

as described above, and treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat 

of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Therefore, 

due to the overall lack of suitable monarch butterfly habitat within the Project area, and the 

implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to 

be minor. 

OTHER FEDERALLY PROTECTED RESOURCES 

Migratory Birds 

Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA; Title 16 United States Code 

Sections 703–711). The MBTA protects native migratory birds and their eggs and active nests. The 

MBTA prohibits intentionally taking, possessing, transporting, selling, or purchasing migratory birds and 

their parts, nests, or eggs without a valid permit. 

Executive Order (EO) 13186 (66 FR 3853), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory 
Birds, directs federal agencies to identify where unintentional take is likely to have a measurable negative 

effect on migratory bird populations and to avoid or minimize adverse impacts on migratory birds through 

enhanced collaboration with the USFWS. In March 2011, FERC and the USFWS finalized a 

Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to implement EO 13186. The MOU “focuses on avoiding or 

minimizing adverse impacts on migratory birds and strengthening migratory bird conservation through 

enhanced collaboration.” Conservation of migratory bird habitats, avoiding or minimizing take of migratory 

birds, and developing effective mitigation measures to restore or enhance habitats on lands affected by 

an energy project are several obligatory elements in the MOU with emphasis on, but not exclusive to, the 

Birds of Conservation Concern. It also states that emphasis should be placed on species of concern, 

priority habitats, and key risk factors, and it prohibits the direct take of any migratory bird without 

authorization from the USFWS.  

A variety of migratory bird species may occur seasonally along the proposed pipeline route. The Project is 

within the Central Flyway for migratory birds.43, 44 Potential impacts on nesting migratory bird species 

 
43  National Audubon Society. No Date. Flyways of the Americas. Available online: https://www.audubon.org/birds/flyways. 

Accessed March 2022. 

44  Dubovsky, J.A., compiler. 2020. Central Flyway harvest and population survey data book 2020. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 

Lakewood CO. 
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include the following: habitat fragmentation; loss of wooded habitat; temporary removal of vegetation in 

grasslands, which could cause nesting species to relocate to other suitable habitat; and noise generated 

during construction, which could disturb nesting birds if present. Direct impacts on species include the 

potential for mortality or injury during construction from destruction of ground nests or vehicle collisions. 

Construction of the Project is planned to begin in the spring of 2024 subject to receipt of necessary 

permits and regulatory approvals, which could overlap with the migratory bird nesting season. To 

minimize impacts in areas where clearing cannot occur prior to the migratory bird nesting season, WBI 

Energy will conduct ground-based surveys within areas identified as open land for nesting birds prior to 

clearing of the right-of-way. If nests are identified during surveys, an appropriate buffer would be 

established based on the species and site-specific conditions. Construction activities in these areas could 

resume when the chicks have fledged or the nest is determined inactive. In areas where clearing occurs 

prior to migratory bird nesting but construction does not occur right after clearing, the construction area 

will be maintained (as needed) to avoid the regrowth of potential nesting habitat. 

After construction is complete, WBI Energy will restore the right-of-way as near as practical to 

preconstruction condition in accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. Cropland will be restored to 

active agricultural production and other areas will be revegetated using methods and seed mixes 

appropriate to existing land use, cover type, or landowner preference. WBI Energy anticipates that the 

Project area, with the exception of forested areas on the maintained operational right-of-way and 

permanent aboveground facilities, will return to preconstruction conditions over time. Consequently, the 

Project will not permanently alter the character of available habitats for migratory birds. 

Routine vegetation clearing for maintenance of the permanent right-of-way will be conducted in 

accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. The FERC Plan and Procedures do not allow routine 

vegetation maintenance clearing more frequently than once every 3 years with the exception of a 10-foot-

wide corridor centered over the pipeline, which can be maintained annually in an herbaceous state to 

facilitate periodic corrosion and leak surveys. Routine maintenance clearing will not occur between April 

15 and August 1 of any year, as specified in section VII.A.5 of the FERC Plan. However, the majority of 

the route is cropland or has low growing vegetation, which allows for regular inspection without regular 

clearing. In wetlands, the FERC Procedures allow for selective cutting of trees greater than 15 feet in 

height within 15 feet of the pipeline. As noted above, WBI Energy anticipates that the need for routine 

vegetation maintenance will be infrequent and limited to specific locations such as areas around pipeline 

markers and at road crossings.  

Based on the relatively limited extent of the proposed disturbance within the broader landscape and with 

the implementation of the proposed mitigation and restoration measures, no substantial changes in 

migratory bird habitat availability or suitability are anticipated as a result of the Project. As such, the 

Project is not expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds. 

Eagles 

The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA; Title 16 United States Code Section 668), provides 

additional protection to bald eagles and golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). The BGEPA prohibits the

take, possession, sale, barter, offer to sell, purchase, transport, export, or import of any bald or golden 

eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest, or egg unless allowed by permit. “Take” under the BGEPA 

is defined as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest or disturb.” Disturb 

is defined as “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, 

based on the best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, 

by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest 

abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior” (72 FR 

31131). If a proposed project or action would occur in areas where nesting, feeding, or roosting eagles 
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occur, then project proponents may need to take additional conservation measures to achieve 

compliance with the BGEPA. The BGEPA includes limited exceptions to its prohibitions through a 

permitting process, including exceptions to take bald or golden eagle nests that interfere with resource 

development or recovery operations. 

Golden eagle range and nesting habitat is concentrated in southwestern North Dakota. WBI Energy 

reviewed golden eagle nest habitat range data available from the NDGFD, which shows there is no nest 

habitat for golden eagles crossed by the Project. Therefore, the proposed Project is not expected to affect 

golden eagles. 

Bald eagle status in North Dakota include both year-round and migratory populations, where they are 

typically found near large rivers and lakes or wetlands bordered by mature stands of trees (e.g., 

cottonwood [Populus deltoids]). Bald eagle nests are usually found within the top quarter of tall, living 

trees found within 1.2 miles of water.7 However, Johnson (2009)45 documented that bald eagles 

historically have utilized atypical habitats in North Dakota. The landscape surrounding nests across the 

state have varied from forested landscapes to open, prairie habitat. Nests have historically been found in 

a single tree or shelterbelt surrounded by agriculture.45 WBI Energy reviewed bald eagle nest location 

data provided by the USFWS and NDGFD. Five bald eagle nest locations were identified within 2 miles of 

the Project area including:  

 One northeast of the proposed Kost contractor yard, which is located along the Sheyenne River and 

near the city of Riverside (West Fargo), North Dakota; 

 Two located southwest of the proposed pipeline milepost 25.7, approximately 1.4 and 1.7 miles away 

from the proposed centerline; 

 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 38, approximately 1.9 miles away from the 

proposed centerline; and 

 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 59.7, approximately 1.7 miles away, which is 

located along the Red River.  

Incidental on-the-ground raptor nest surveys were conducted during wetland and waterbody surveys 

(limited to the 300-foot-wide wetland/waterbody survey corridor), during which no nesting activity for bald 

eagles was observed. If a bald eagle nest is identified near the Project area, WBI Energy will implement 

the measures described in the USFWS 2007 National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to avoid and 

minimize impacts on nesting bald eagles.46 The proposed Project is not expected to affect bald eagles. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this analysis in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 

Based on the above analysis, we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely to adversely affect 
the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; the Project will have no effect on the Poweshiek skipperling; and Project 

impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to 

result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden 

or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or 

comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species discussed in this letter.  

 
45  Johnson, S. 2009. North Dakota Bald Eagle Nest Summary. North Dakota Game and Fish Department. December 2009. 

Available online: https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/ND/ND_Bald_Eagle_Nest_Summary_2009.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 

46  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. May 2007. Available online: 

https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines_0.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.  

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Linn 

Environmental Affairs 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Enclosures: Attachment A: General Project Description and Project Overview Map 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 

Attachment C: IPaC Official Species List 

Attachment D: NLEB Determination Key 

cc: Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Maggie Suter, ERM 
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RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Minimum Filing Requirements: Addressed in Section: 

1. Describe and provide location maps of all jurisdictional facilities, including all 
aboveground facilities associated with the project (such as meter stations, pig 
launchers/receivers, valves) to be constructed, modified, abandoned, replaced, 
or removed, including related construction and operational support activities 
and areas such as maintenance bases, staging areas, communications towers, 
power lines, and new access roads (roads to be built or modified).  As relevant, 
the report must describe the length and diameter of the pipeline, the types of 
aboveground facilities that would be installed, and associated land 
requirements.  It must also identify other companies that must construct 
jurisdictional facilities related to the project, where the facilities would be 
located, and where they are in the Commission’s approval process. —Title 18 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part (§) 380.12(c)(1) 

Section 1.1; figure 1.1.2-1; appendix 1A; 
and appendix 1B 

2. Identify and describe all non-jurisdictional facilities, including auxiliary facilities 
that will be built in association with the project, including facilities to be built by 
other companies. 

i. Provide the following information: 

a. a brief description of each facility, including as appropriate: 
ownership, land requirements, gas consumption, megawatt size, 
construction status, and an update of the latest status of federal, 
state, and local permits/approvals; 

b. the length and diameter of any interconnecting pipeline; 

c. current 1:24,000/1:25,000 scale topographic maps showing the 
location of the facilities; 

d. correspondence with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 
Officer or duly authorized Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for tribal 
lands regarding whether properties eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places would be affected; 

e. correspondence with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (and 
National Marine Fisheries Service, if appropriate) regarding potential 
impacts of the proposed facility on federally listed threatened and 
endangered species; and 

f. for facilities within a designated coastal zone management area, a 
consistency determination or evidence that the owner has requested 
a consistency determination from the state's coastal zone 
management program. 

ii. Address each of the following factors and indicate which ones, if any, 
appear to indicate the need for the Commission to do an environmental 
review of project-related non-jurisdictional facilities. 

a. whether or not the regulated activity comprises “merely a link” in a 
corridor type project (e.g., a transportation or utility transmission 
project) 

b. whether there are aspects of the non-jurisdictional facility in the 
immediate vicinity of the regulated activity which uniquely determine 
the location and configuration of the regulated activity 

c. the extent to which the entire project will be within the Commission's 
jurisdiction 

d. the extent of cumulative federal control and responsibility. 

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(2)  

Section 1.7 



3. Provide the following maps and photos:

i. Current, original United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute series
topographic maps or maps of equivalent detail, covering at least a 0.5-
mile-wide corridor centered on the pipeline, with integer mileposts
identified, showing the location of rights-of-way, new access roads, other
linear construction areas, compressor stations, and pipe storage areas.
Show nonlinear construction areas on maps at a scale of 1:3,600 or larger
keyed graphically and by milepost to the right-of-way maps.

ii. Original aerial images or photographs or photo-based alignment sheets
based on these sources, not more than 1 year old (unless older ones
accurately depict current land use and development) and with a scale of
1:6,000 or larger, showing the proposed pipeline route and location of
major aboveground facilities, covering at least a 0.5-mile-wide corridor,
and including mileposts.  Older images/photographs/alignment sheets
should be modified to show any residences not depicted in the original.
Alternative formats (e.g., blue-line prints of acceptable resolution) need
prior approval by the environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects.

iii. In addition to the copy required under 18 Code of Federal Regulations
(“CFR”) §157.6(a)(2) of this chapter, applicant should send two additional
copies of topographic maps and aerial images/photographs directly to the
environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects.

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(3) 

Appendix 1A; appendix 1B; construction 
alignment sheets 

4. When new or additional compression is proposed, include large scale (1:3,600
or greater) plot plans of each compressor station.  The plot plan should
reference a readily identifiable point(s) on the United States Geological Survey
maps required in paragraph (c)(3) of this section.  The maps and plot plans
must identify the location of the nearest noise-sensitive areas (schools,
hospitals, or residences) within 1 mile of the compressor station, existing and
proposed compressor and auxiliary buildings, access roads, and the limits of
areas that would be permanently disturbed—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(4).

Not Applicable 

5. 

i. Identify facilities to be abandoned, and state how they would be
abandoned, how the site would be restored, who would own the site or
right-of-way after abandonment, and who would be responsible for any
facilities abandoned in place.

ii. When the right-of-way or the easement would be abandoned, identify
whether landowners were given the opportunity to request that the
facilities on their property, including foundations and below ground
components, be removed.  Identify any landowners whose preferences the
company does not intend to honor, and the reasons therefore.

—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5)—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5) 

Not Applicable 

6. Describe and identify by milepost, proposed construction and restoration
methods to be used in areas of rugged topography, residential areas, active
croplands, sites where the pipeline would be located parallel to and under
roads, and sites where explosives are likely to be used.—18 CFR
§ 380.12(c)(6)

Section 1.3 

7. Unless provided in response to Resource Report 5, describe estimated
workforce requirements, including the number of pipeline construction spreads,
average workforce requirements for each construction spread and meter or
compressor station, estimated duration of construction from initial clearing to
final restoration, and number of personnel to be hired to operate the proposed
project.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(7)

Section 1.2 

8. Describe reasonably foreseeable plans for future expansion of facilities,
including additional land requirements and the compatibility of those plans with
the current proposal.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(8)

Section 1.6 

9. Describe all authorizations required to complete the proposed action and the
status of applications for such authorizations.  Identify environmental mitigation
requirements specified in any permit or proposed in any permit application to
the extent not specified elsewhere in this section.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(9)

Section 1.8 and table 1.8-1 

10. Provide the names and mailing addresses of all affected landowners specified
in 18 CFR §157.6(d) and certify that all affected landowners will be notified as
required in 18 CFR §157.6(d).—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(10)

Section 1.9; appendix 1G (filed under 
separate cover as Controlled 
Unclassified Information / Privileged and 
Confidential [CUI//PRIV]) 

Additional Information: 



 

 

Provide plot/site plans of all other aboveground facilities that are not completely 
within the right-of-way. 

Appendix 1E (filed under separate cover 
as Controlled Unclassified Information / 
Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information[CUI//CEII]; additional facility 
plot/site plans to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 

Provide detailed typical construction right-of-way cross-section diagrams showing 
information such as widths and relative locations of existing rights-of-way, new 
permanent right-of-way, and temporary construction right-of-way 

Appendix 1C (typical right-of-way cross 
section diagrams to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 

Summarize the total acreage of land affected by construction and operation of the 
Project. 

Section 1.1.3 and table 1.1-3 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s November 17, 2021 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 

1. Provide all applicable agency correspondence.  This includes letters, meeting 
notes, phone logs, and/or emails where substantive information has been 
discussed or received from relevant federal, state, and local agencies, and 
federally recognized Native American tribes. 

Section 1.8.  Copies of Agency 
Correspondence are included in 
applicable appendices of each resource 
report. 

2. Provide the status of environmental and cultural resources surveys.  Where 
surveys are pending, identify the anticipated completion date and the reason for 
incomplete surveys (for example, landowner access denied). 

The status of environmental surveys is 
discussed in sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of 
Resource Report 2 and in section 3.6 of 
Resource Report 3; the status of cultural 
surveys is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 
of Resource Report 4. 

3. Clarify whether the demand for natural gas service in Kindred and Wahpeton, 
North Dakota is for residential, commercial, or industrial uses. 

Section 1.1.1 

4. Many railroad operators require 24-hour installation of pipelines which cross 
railroads (i.e., boring under the railroad must continue without stopping until the 
railroad is crossed). Clarify if 24-hour construction would be required at any 
railroad crossing. 

Section 1.3.2.3 

5. Clarify if trench dewatering or any other additional activities (beyond those 
listed) may be required up to 24-hours a day. Clarify if lost workdays due to 
poor weather or anticipated poor weather (or any other additional 
circumstances) would result in work on Sundays and/or seven days per week. 

Section 1.2 

6. WBI Energy indicates that farm taps may be installed.   Indicate: 

i. if the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy and if they would be 
within the permanent easement and require new access roads; 

ii. what the tap facility would consist of (e.g., fenced, aboveground, 
belowground); 

iii. when and how the locations for the farm taps would be decided (including 
mapping as appropriate); and 

iv. any impacts that would occur on resources, and measures to be 
implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts. 

Section 1.1.3.5 

7. Clarify whether there is potential to partially overlap the construction right-of-
way with abutting rights-of-way in collocated segments. 

Section 1.1.3.1 

8. Clarify the pipeline depth of cover at ditches, which was reported as both 15 
feet (section 1.3.2.1) and 6 feet (section 1.3.2.3). 

Sections 1.3.1.4, 1.3.2.1, and 1.3.2.3 

9. Clarify how roads affected by construction would be returned to as good or 
better condition (e.g., using pre-construction video or photo documentation). 

Section 1.3.2.3 

10. Include details regarding proposed cathodic protection facilities including 
location, dimensions, and type. 

Section 1.1.2.1 

11. In the description of horizontal directional drills (HDD), clarify the specific 
diameter of trees that would not be cut during guide wire installation. Also, 
discuss the feasibility of not removing any woody vegetation during placement 
of the guide wires for an HDD. 

Section 1.3.2.1 

12. Ensure the United States Geological Survey mapping in appendix 1A includes 
mileposts. 

Section 1.2.2 



13. Provide the following information for all non-jurisdictional facilities:

i. company/owner;

ii. type of facility;

iii. dimensions (pipe diameter, length, dimensions, horsepower, etc., as
appropriate for any pipelines and land area for other facilities);

iv. as applicable, maps showing locations of existing facilities and any
proposed relocations of those existing facilities; and

v. federal, state, and local permits required and their status, along with any
surveys conducted.

Section 1.7 

Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s April 4, 2022 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 

1. Indicate if communication towers would be utilized for the planned Project, and
if so include the applicable information in the appropriate resource reports.

Section 1.1.2.2 

2. Specify whether block valves would be automatic shut-off or remote controlled. Section 1.1.2.2 

3. Ensure appendix 1A topographic maps depict all access roads. The topographic maps in appendix 1A 
include access roads. 

4. Indicate whether non-jurisdictional facilities, such as power or communication
facilities, would be needed at valves and pig launchers/receivers.  As applicable
and if available, include actual or estimated details for non-jurisdictional
facilities such as corridor lengths and widths, pipeline diameters, land
requirements, survey status, permitting agencies and status, and maps.

Section 1.7 

5. Include the size of individual construction workspaces for block valves 2, 4, 5,
and 6 in table 1.1-3.  Clarify whether during operations these block valves
would be wholly contained within the 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-way.

Section 1.1.3 includes a revised table. 

6. Clarify whether well pointing would be needed and if it would occur between
7:00 pm and 7:00 am.

Section 1.2 

7. Specify how close (in feet) extra workspaces would be located relative to the
wetlands described in table 1.3-1 and provide detailed justification as to why the
workspaces cannot be offset from the wetland boundary by 50 feet.  Describe
whether there is an alternative to locating extra workspace within the wetland at
milepost (MP) 36.1 and provide detailed justification if it cannot be relocated.

See section 1.3 for revised table 1.3-1. 

8. Provide periodic updates to table 1.8-1 as permits, approvals, or consultations
are obtained/completed.

See section 1.8 for updated table 1.8-1. 

9. Include a draft Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter Conditions
which also addresses how plowing of snow would avoid disturbance of soil
underneath.

Section 1.2 clarifies that no winter 
construction is planned.  Section 1.3 has 
been revised to remove references to 
snow plowing. 

10. Include in Resource Reports 1 or 6, or in the Guided Bore Drilling Fluid
Monitoring and Operations Plan:

a. a table listing bore lengths, depths, setbacks (on both sides) from sensitive
resources (e.g., wetlands, waterbodies), and estimated duration of boring
operations;

b. for each bore crossing of perennial waterbodies or wetlands, provide
subsurface geology and soils data and site-specific risk and feasibility
assessments for each bore based on desktop resources;

c. an indication of what instrumentation would be used such as down-hole
annular pressure tools; and

d. bore pit dewatering discussion/typical drawings of dewatering devices.

Section 1.3.2.2 and appendix 6C 
address comment 10.a. 

Section 6.7 and appendix 6C address 
comment 10.b. 

Section 1.3.2.2 addresses comments 
10.c and 10.d.

11. Revise the list of individual landowners in appendix 1G to include parcel
identification numbers that can be matched to the parcel identification numbers
depicted on the alignment sheets.

See revised appendix 1G which includes 
a separate list of parcel numbers 
matched to landowner names. 

12. Include figures that illustrate each contractor yard.  Each figure should depict
the boundary of the yard at a scale of 0.5-inch = 500 feet (1:12,000) on an
aerial image.  Include the boundaries of any sensitive resources (waterbodies,
wetlands, and cultural resources) using appropriate filing designations (e.g.,
CUI//PRIV – DO NOT RELEASE).  Clarify the bounds and process if contractor
yards would be restored “to a condition as specified in landowner agreements.”

See revised appendix 1B. 



13. Appendix 1B – Update all alignment sheets to include the following information:

a. use different symbols for waterbodies and wetlands;

b. include all wetlands (for example wetlands Wcaa007e and Wccaa009e are
not included)

c. ensure waterbody and wetland ID numbers used in table 2.2-1 and
appendix C match the ID numbers on the alignment sheets (for example,
table 2.2-1 lists the Sheyenne River as ID scab006p while the alignment
sheet lists the Sheyenne River as scab005p; table 2.2-1 lists a roadside
ditch at MP 47.4 as ID sird001e while the alignment sheet lists the
roadside ditch as srid001e; and appendix 2C lists wetland wria006e at MP
36.3 while the alignment sheet lists wria006);;

d. mark the crossing of Antelope Creek on the alignment sheet;

e. depict the entire length of temporary and permanent access roads using
different symbols or colors;

f. depict the survey corridor;

g. depict the location of all guided bore entry and exit points and

workspaces;
h. label all extra workspaces with extra workspace IDs and dimensions

(ensure labeling is consistent with appendix 8A);

i. depict locations of farm taps and cathodic protection (once available);

j. include the Mapleton Compressor Station (including the location of Valve
#1) and Valve #7 (within the MDU-Wahpeton Border Station); and

k. clarify if the “Kindred Measurement Tract” and “Wahpeton Transfer Tract”
are the MDU—Kindred Border Station and MDU—Wahpeton Border
Station, respectively.

Updated alignment sheets are included 
in appendix 1B. 

14. Section 2.2.7 and appendix 1F-2 (Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and
Operations Plan) states six waterbodies would be crossed via guided
bore.  However, table 2.2-1 lists eight waterbodies (ten crossings) would be
crossed via guide bore.  Resolve the apparent discrepancy.

See corrected appendix IF-2 and section 
2.2.7. 

15. Appendix 1H is referred to as for both names and addresses of affected
landowners and as “Cumulative Impacts Outreach Correspondence.”  Clarify
the apparent discrepancy.

Appendix 1H contains “Cumulative 
Impacts Outreach Correspondence”.  
Appendix 1G contains the “Names and 
Addresses of affected Landowners”. 

16. Include an update of the status and schedule for remaining field surveys, along
with an indication of the number and amount of parcels lacking survey
permission.

WBI Energy has obtained 100 percent 
access to conduct environmental 
surveys.  The specific status of 
environmental surveys is discussed in 
sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of Resource 
Report 2 and in section 3.6 of Resource 
Report 3; the status of cultural surveys 
is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 of 
Resource Report 4.  The remaining 
cultural and biological surveys are 
planned for 2022, weather permitting. 

17. Clarify if the Kindred Airport Runway Expansion from appendix 1I is the same
as the Robert Odegaard Field Airport Expansion on figure 1.10-1.

The “Kindred Airport Runway 
Expansion” in appendix 1I is the same 
as the “Robert Odegaard Field Airport 
Expansion” on figure 1.10-1.  Revisions 
to these sources have been made to 
make the name consistent. 

18. Regarding figure 1.10-1:

a. Clarify if the items depicted in red are planned Project;

b. Add the following Projects from appendix 1I:  Asmoor Glenn, NDDOT 1 to
NDDOT 3, NDDOT 6, and NDDOT 9; and components; and

c. Add FMA Diversion Project Southern Embankment and River Control
Structures and FMA Diversion Project Diversion Channel to appendix 1I or
clarify if these projects are consistent with the entry “Fargo-Moorhead
Area Diversion Project.”

See updated figure 1.10-1 and updated 
appendix 1I. 



19. Indicate in section 1.4.2 if FERC staff would be invited to attend environmental
training.

Section 1.4.2 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 

1.0 RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and 
maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The Project will involve the construction of 
approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI 
Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, North 
Dakota.  The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a 
new MDU—Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps 
along the pipeline route.  The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota. 

As required by Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 380.12, WBI Energy 
has prepared this Environmental Report in support of its application to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
(Certificate) under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct and operate the proposed 
facilities. 

1.1 Project Description 

1.1.1 Purpose and Need 

WBI Energy intends to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the proposed Project 
facilities to provide an incremental 20,600 equivalent dekatherms per day of firm natural gas 
transportation capacity to meet a growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota.  
The Project is supported by a binding Precedent Agreement with MDU for 20,000 equivalent 
dekatherms per day of firm natural gas transportation service to provide additional uninterrupted 
natural gas service to the community of Wahpeton and to extend natural gas service to the 
community of Kindred.  MDU’s Distribution System will be built to provide natural gas to industrial, 
commercial, and residential customers.  The target in-service date for the Project is 
November 1, 2024. 

1.1.2 Location and Description of Facilities 

The Project will include the construction and operation of approximately 60.5 miles of new 
12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline, minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station,
the construction of the new MDU—Kindred and MDU—Wahpeton Border Stations, seven block
valve settings, and four pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly
constructed farms taps along the pipeline route, the locations of which have yet to be determined.
The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota (see
figure 1.1-1).  Topographic route maps depicting the location of the proposed pipeline route and
aboveground facility sites are provided in appendix 1A.  Appendix 1B contains the aerial-based
construction alignment sheets for the Project.  Information on the existing land uses along the
proposed pipeline and within the aboveground facility sites is provided in Resource Report 8.



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—General Project Description 

 

Final 1-2 May 2022 

  



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—General Project Description 

 

Final 1-3 May 2022 

1.1.2.1 Pipeline Facilities 

The Project pipeline consists of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas 
pipeline.  The Project pipeline will be designed and constructed to allow for bi-directional flow and 
will have a maximum allowable operating pressure of 1,440 pounds per square inch gauge.  The 
pipeline will begin at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota in Cass County (milepost [MP] 0.0) and end at the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station 
near Wahpeton, North Dakota in Richland County (MP 60.5).  As indicated in table 1.1-1, the first 
approximately 24.7 miles of the Project will be in Cass County.  The remainder (approximately 
35.8 miles) of the Project will be in Richland County.   

TABLE 1.1-1 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Pipeline Facilities 

Pipeline Facilities County 

Approximate MPs Length 
(miles) a Begin End 

New Pipeline     

 Cass 0.0 24.7 24.7 

 Richland 24.7 60.5 35.8 

Total New Pipeline Length    60.5 

____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum of 

the addends. 
 

1.1.2.2 Aboveground Facilities 

In addition to the new pipeline facilities described above, the Project will include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; the construction of the new MDU—Kindred 
Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota and the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station; seven 
block valve settings; and four pig launcher/receiver settings (collocated at Valves #1, #2, #5, and 
#7).  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  The 
proposed aboveground facilities are summarized in table 1.1-2 and described in more detail 
below. 

TABLE 1.1-2 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 

Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 

Compressor Station    

Mapleton Compressor Station  0.0 Cass Installation of additional equipment and facilities within the 
fence line of the existing compressor station for the tie-in of the 
Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing transmission system.  
There will be no additional horsepower added as part of the 
Project. 

Delivery Stations   

MDU—Kindred Border Station  23.4 Cass New delivery station. 

MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station 

60.5 Richland New delivery station. 
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TABLE 1.1-2 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 

Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 

Other Appurtenant Facilities   

Valve Site #1 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

0.0 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
Mapleton Compressor Station fence line. 

Valve Site #2 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

11.6 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 

Valve Site #3 23.4 Cass  New block valve installed within the MDU—Kindred Border 
Station. 

Valve Site #4 31.3 Richland New block valve. 

Valve Site #5 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

39.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 

Valve Site #6 48.9 Richland New block valve. 

Valve Site #7 and pig 
launcher/receiver 

60.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
MDU—Wahpeton Border Station. 

Farm Taps TBD TBD Installation of a new tap, riser, and valve. 

____________________ 

TBD = To be determined 

 
Modifications at Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 

WBI Energy proposes to install equipment and interconnecting piping facilities at the 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station for the tie-in of the Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing 
Line Sections 31 and 24 via a transfer grid at the station.  Facilities will include a regulator, meter, 
station piping, and valves.  All proposed modifications will be within WBI Energy’s existing parcel 
for the station.  No new or modified compression or other air emission sources will be added to 
the existing compressor station.  A block valve setting (Valve #1) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the compressor station boundary.  

MDU Border Stations and Other Appurtenant Facilities 

WBI Energy will construct two delivery stations, seven block valve settings, four pig 
launcher/receiver settings, and other appurtenant facilities.   

The new delivery stations will serve as the interconnect between WBI Energy’s 
transmission pipeline system and MDU’s Distribution System.  The MDU—Kindred Border Station 
will be located approximately 1 mile east of Kindred, North Dakota at approximate MP 23.4.  The 
station will include the installation of a meter, filter, valves, communication equipment, station 
piping, and appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the 
equipment.  A security fence will be installed around the delivery station with a permanent access 
road to be constructed north of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #3) will also be installed 
within the MDU—Kindred Border Station boundary. 

The MDU—Wahpeton Border Station will be located at the terminus of the Project Pipeline 
at MP 60.5, approximately 2 miles northwest of Wahpeton, North Dakota.  The station will include 
the installation of meters, a filter, valves, communication equipment, station piping, and 
appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the equipment.  
A security fence will be installed around the delivery station and a permanent access road will be 
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constructed south of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #7) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station boundary. 

Seven block valve settings will be installed along the length of the pipeline.  WBI Energy 
anticipates that remote-controlled actuation will be installed with all in-line block valves.  All valve 
settings will be installed per Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
requirements.  Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station 
at MP 0.0.  Valves #3 and #7 will be constructed and operated within the construction and 
operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station at MP 23.4 and the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station at MP 60.5, respectively, and the remaining four block valve settings will be 
installed in between those points.  Additionally, four pig launcher/receiver settings will be installed 
and collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7.  Each facility not collocated within the compressor 
or delivery stations will be fenced and new permanent access roads will be built to access the 
facility. 

As described in section 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also install cathodic 
protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external corrosion of 
the underground facilities.  The cathodic protection system will impart a low-voltage current to the 
pipeline to offset natural soil corrosion potential should the coating become damaged over the life 
of the pipeline.  Specifics regarding the locations and design of these systems are still being 
determined, but facilities will include a new Cathodic Protection Unit and ground bed at the MDU—
Kindred Border Station.  WBI Energy will also connect the system to an existing rectifier at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station.  Test lead locations will be installed along the proposed pipeline 
and will be located directly over the top of the pipe.   

No communication towers will be installed as part of the Project. 

The Project may include farm taps along the pipeline route and locations of the farm taps 
have not yet been determined. 

1.1.3 Land Requirements 

Table 1.1-3 summarizes the land requirements for the Project.  More detailed information 
regarding land requirements and use will be provided in Resource Report 8.  Construction of the 
Project will affect approximately 791.5 acres of land, including the pipeline construction right-of-
way, additional temporary workspace (ATWS), contractor yards, temporary and permanent 
access roads, and aboveground facilities.  Following construction, approximately 419.0 acres—
including the temporary construction right-of-way, ATWS, contractor yards, temporary access 
roads, and the ATWS at aboveground facility sites—will revert to preconstruction conditions and 
uses.  The remaining approximately 372.5 acres—including the permanent pipeline easement, 
permanent aboveground facility sites, and permanent access roads—will be retained for operation 
of the Project facilities.  However, most uses, such as current agricultural uses, will be allowed to 
resume on the permanent pipeline easement after the pipeline is installed. 
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TABLE 1.1-3 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Summary of Land Requirements a

Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 

New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 

Pipeline Right-of-Way b 

Project Pipeline Cass, Richland 544.8 365.7 

ATWSc Cass,Richland 113.0 0.0 

Subtotal 657.8 365.7 

Contractor Yards 

Kost Yard Cass 34.2 0.0 

Kindred Yard Cass 4.1 0.0 

Comstock South Yardd  Richland 4.7 0.0 

Comstock North Yarde Richland 21.0 0.0 

Wahpeton City Yard Richland 28.5 0.0 

Subtotal 92.5 0.0 

Access Roads 

Temporary access roads Cass/Richland 24.4 0.0 

Permanent access roads Cass/Richland 3.2 3.2 

Subtotal 27.6 3.2 

Aboveground Facilities 

Mapleton Compressor Station Cass 2.9 0 

MDU—Kindred Border Stationf Cass 4.1 1.7 

MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Stationf 

Richland 4.0 1.7 

Valve Site #1 g Cass 0.0 0.0 

Valve Site #2 Cass 0.7 0.1 

Valve Site #3 g Cass 0.0 0.0 

Valve Site #4 Richland 0.5 <0.1 

Valve Site #5 Richland 1.0 0.1 

Valve Site #6 Richland 0.4 <0.1 

Valve Site #7 g Richland 0.0 0.0 

Pig launchers/receivers h Cass/Richland 0.0 0.0 

Cathodic Protection Facilities i Cass/Richland 0.0 0.0 

Subtotal 13.6 3.6 

PROJECT TOTAL 791.5 372.5 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Summary of Land Requirements a 

Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 

New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 

____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum 

of the addends. 
b Based on a 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way for the 12-inch-diameter pipeline and a 50-foot-wide permanent 

right-of-way.  Includes the cathodic protection facilities (the locations of which have not yet been determined), which are 
expected to be installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities. 

c Includes ATWS associated with pipeline. 
d The Comstock South Yard (formally the Wahpeton Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 

reports. 
e The Comstock North Yard (formally the Comstock Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 

reports. 

f The acreage for these aboveground facilities excludes the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-way within the 
temporary construction footprint of the facility.  This acreage is attributed under the acreage for the pipeline. 

g Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station fence line.  Valves #3 and #7 will be 
constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and 
the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  Land requirements for Valves #1, #3, and #7 are accounted for in 
the land requirements for the compressor station modification and MDU Border Stations.  

h The four pig launcher/receiver settings will be collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7; therefore, land requirements 
for the pig launchers/receivers are accounted for in the land requirements for the four valve sites or other aboveground 
facilities (i.e., the compressor station modifications and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station). 

i The specific locations of the cathodic protection facilities are still being determined.  These facilities are expected to be 
installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities.  

 
1.1.3.1 Pipeline Right-of-Way 

Construction of the proposed 12-inch-diameter pipeline will require a standard 
75 -foot-wide construction right-of-way in both uplands and wetlands.  As shown in the drawings 
provided in appendix 1C, the construction right-of-way typically will consist of a 50-foot-wide 
working side and a 25-foot-wide spoil side to provide sufficient workspace to accommodate topsoil 
storage while allowing safe passage of construction equipment and material along the working 
side of the right-of-way during construction.  Following construction and restoration of the 
disturbed areas, a 50-foot-wide permanent easement (25 feet on either side of the pipeline 
centerline) will be retained for pipeline operations.  WBI Energy’s retention of this permanent 
easement will not preclude agricultural use of the permanent easement following construction 
with the exception of excavations or the building of new structures.  In total, construction of the 
pipeline right-of-way, not including ATWS, will require approximately 544.8 acres, of which 
approximately 365.7 acres will be retained as a permanent easement.  Appendix 1C provides 
typical pipeline construction right-of-way cross sections. 

To minimize the creation of new corridors, WBI Energy proposes to collocate new pipeline 
facilities along road corridors, utilities, and property lines to the extent practicable.  However, to 
avoid conflicts, WBI Energy has not designed the pipeline right-of-way to overlap with the 
operational rights-of-way of other roads, pipelines, electric transmission lines, or utilities.  As 
shown in the summary table in appendix 1D, the new pipeline will be collocated (i.e., within 
150 feet of the road/utility) with roads, railroads, or electric transmission lines for 31.0 miles (or 
51 percent) of its length, including the following: 

• 22.9 miles (38 percent) along roads; 
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• 6.0 miles (10 percent) along railroads; and 

• 2.1 miles (3 percent) along electric transmission lines. 

1.1.3.2 Additional Temporary Workspace 

ATWS outside of the 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way will be required for certain 
road crossings, points of intersection along the route, areas where special construction methods 
will be implemented (e.g., the guided bore method), and areas where additional space is needed 
for storage of stripped topsoil.  In total, use of ATWS during construction will affect approximately 
113.0 acres, all of which will be restored to preconstruction condition.  Locations of ATWS are 
provided in appendix 8A of Resource Report 8 and depicted on the route maps provided in 
appendices 1A and 1B. 

Unless topographic or other factors impose constraints, ATWS will be set back at least 
50 feet from the edges of waterbodies and wetlands except where the adjacent upland consists 
of actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land.  WBI Energy is requesting 
modifications to FERC’s Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures (FERC 
Procedures)1 for the site-specific locations where less than a 50-foot setback from the edges of 
wetlands is proposed (see section 1.3). 

1.1.3.3 Contractor Yards 

WBI Energy has identified five contractor yards for office trailers, parking, vehicle 
maintenance, and storage of pipe and equipment to be used by the contractor before and during 
construction of the Project (see table 1.1-3).  Contractor yards are depicted on the Project route 
maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B.  

As shown in table 1.1-3, use of the contractor yards will affect approximately 92.5 acres.  
WBI Energy has adjusted and minimized the workspace for its contractor yards since filing the 
draft resource reports to avoid wetlands and forested areas to the extent possible.  Preparation 
of the contractor yards will consist of topsoil segregation, minor grading, and leveling; however, 
these impacts will be temporary.  Contractor yards will be restored to preconstruction conditions 
in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan (FERC 
Plan)2 or to a condition as specified in landowner agreements. 

1.1.3.4 Temporary and Permanent Access Roads 

WBI Energy will use existing public and private access roads on a temporary basis to 
transport personnel, equipment, vehicles, and materials to the proposed Project work areas 
during construction.  Standard-maintenance public roads will be used for access without 
modification or improvement.  Some minimum-maintenance public roads and private roads, 
however, may require improvement to safely accommodate Project equipment and vehicles—
including the following:  grading; widening (including the access road entrances off of public 
roads), placement of gravel or crushed rock for stability, and surface improvement; replacing or 
installing culverts; and clearing of overhead vegetation, if present.  A list of these roads is provided 

                                                 
1  The FERC Procedures is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 
2  The FERC Plan is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 

http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
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in appendix 8B of Resource Report 8.  Locations of access roads are depicted on the Project 
route maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B. 

WBI Energy will use 80 temporary access roads.  Use of the temporary access roads will 
affect approximately 24.4 acres (see table 1.1-3).  WBI Energy will document existing road 
conditions (likely using photography) prior to construction and will restore any access roads that 
are damaged by the Project to pre-disturbed or better condition in accordance with landowner or 
road agency requirements.  As a result, the Project will have no permanent impact on these roads. 
WBI Energy is requesting modifications to FERC Procedures for the site-specific locations where 
a small number of new or modified access roads require crossing wetlands (see section 1.3). 

As currently designed, WBI Energy will construct seven permanent access roads that will 
be required to access the new MDU—Kindred Border Station, the new MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, the four new block valve setting sites (Valve #2, #4, #5, and #6) not collocated with 
another Project facility, and the Project right-of-way.  These permanent access roads will affect 
3.2 acres.  The new roads to the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station will be gravel.  The new roads to the block valve setting and pig launcher/receiver sites 
will be gravel and/or dirt.  If additional access roads are required for construction or operation of 
the Project at a later date, WBI Energy will submit a variance request to FERC for approval to use 
the road and complete all appropriate federal, state, and local permitting associated with the 
Project change.  

1.1.3.5 Aboveground Facilities 

Modifications at the Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 

Proposed modifications at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station at MP 0.0 
will occur within the existing fence line of the compressor station in areas that are currently part 
of the operational footprint of the compressor station.  WBI Energy plans to use the available 
space within the existing fence line for construction activities comprising approximately 2.9 acres.  
However, no new operational right-of-way will be required at the compressor station.  A plot plan 
for the modifications at the compressor station is provided as appendix 1E (filed under separate 
cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”). 

MDU Border Stations, Block Valve Settings, Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings, and 
Cathodic Protection Systems 

WBI Energy is finalizing the details for the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station, block valve settings, pig launcher/receiver settings, and other 
appurtenant facilities.  The current design includes approximately 4.1 acres to construct the 
MDU—Kindred Border Station and approximately 4.0 acres to construct the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station.  These acreages do not include the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-
way within the temporary construction footprint of each facility.  Approximately 1.7 acres of the 
construction workspace (approximately 200 feet wide by 360 feet long) will be retained to operate 
each MDU Border Station.  Plot plans for the border stations are provided in appendix 1E (filed 
under separate cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”).  
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Valve and Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings 

Typical drawings for block valve settings and pig launcher/receiver settings are provided 
in appendix 1B.  Valve Site #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor 
Station fence line.  The land for the construction and operation of this facility is included in the 
land requirements at the Mapleton Compressor Station described above.  Valve Sites #3 and #7 
will be constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints and fence lines 
of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  
Construction of Valve Sites #2, #4, #5, and #6 will each require between 0.4 and 1.0 acre of land.  
The operational footprint of Valve Sites #4 and #6 will be approximately 45 feet wide by 55 feet 
long (less than 0.1 acre) and will not extend past the width of the permanent pipeline right-of-way.  
The operational footprint for Valve Sites #2 and #5, which will also include a pig launcher/receiver, 
will be approximately 60 feet wide by 80 feet long (about 0.1 acre) and, therefore, will extend 5 
feet beyond either side of the permanent right-of-way for the pipeline.  

The first pig launcher/receiver setting will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton 
Compressor Station fence line.  The remaining three pig launcher/receiver settings will be 
collocated with Valves #2, #5, and #7.  The land required for these facilities is included in the 
compressor station and block valve requirements described above. 

Cathodic Protection Systems 

As described in sections 1.1.2.2 and 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also 
install cathodic protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external 
corrosion of the underground facilities.  The specific locations of these facilities are still being 
determined.   

Farm Taps 

Specific details regarding the number and locations of farm taps are still being determined.  
WBI Energy will provide more details and maps regarding farm taps when available.  It is 
anticipated that the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy within the proposed permanent 
right-of-way.  Each tap setting would consist of valves, pipes, and a small fence enclosure typically 
4 feet square and 3 feet high.  If the setting is in or near a cultivated field, a high visibility marker 
will make the setting easier to see.  The FERC Plan and FERC Procedures would be implemented 
to minimize the impact of these facilities. 

1.2 Construction Schedule and Workforce 

WBI Energy anticipates that the commencement of certain preconstruction activities (e.g., 
establishing pipe and contractor yards) may occur in the fall of 2023, with construction of the 
Project beginning in April 2024 subject to the receipt of necessary permits and regulatory 
approvals.  WBI Energy anticipates that construction of the Project facilities will be completed by 
October 2024 with all facilities being placed into service by November 2024. 

Based on the current 2024 construction schedule and November 2024 in-service date, 
WBI Energy anticipates that no construction will be necessary during winter or snow conditions.  
However, if a change in the construction schedule necessitates that construction activities occur 
during the winter months, WBI Energy will file a Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter 
Conditions with FERC for review/approval prior to conducting winter construction activities.  
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Construction activities will generally occur Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
local time.  However, certain activities may occur up to 24 hours per day, including on Sundays 
and on potentially federal holidays.  These activities include guided bore operations, hydrostatic 
testing and associated activities, critical tie-ins, trench dewatering (if necessary), completing 
in-progress construction activities and wetland/waterbody crossings, incident response 
procedures/measures, emergency equipment repairs/maintenance, and aboveground facility 
commissioning.  WBI Energy does not anticipate wellpoint dewatering methods will be used for 
the Project.  If used, the well point operations would be conducted during normal working hours 
(generally Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m). 

WBI Energy currently anticipates that construction of the proposed pipeline will be 
accomplished using one or two construction spreads with a combined peak temporary workforce 
of about 225 people and an average workforce of about 175 people, including inspection crews. 
Construction of the aboveground facilities and modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station 
will require a temporary workforce of about 15 additional people working for up to seven weeks 
at each facility.  WBI Energy is still evaluating operational staffing needs but anticipates one new 
hire to assist in operation and maintenance of the new facilities.  Additional information regarding 
construction and permanent workforce requirements is provided in Resource Report 5. 

1.3 Construction and Restoration Procedures 

The Project will be designed, constructed, modified, tested, operated, and maintained in 
accordance with all applicable requirements defined by the United States Department of 
Transportation (U.S. DOT)—Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations 
in 49 CFR 192, Transportation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline:  Minimum Federal Safety 
Standards; by 18 CFR 380.15, Siting and Maintenance Requirements; and by other applicable
federal, state, and local regulations—except as otherwise specified in this application or approved 
by the appropriate regulatory agency. 

WBI Energy proposes to conduct Project activities in accordance with the 2013 versions 
of the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures with the exception of the proposed modifications to 
section VI.B.1 of the FERC Procedures (see table 1.3-1).  WBI Energy notes that wetlands 
identified in Resource Report 2 are based on delineations performed in accordance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers requirements.  However, section VI.B.1.a of the FERC Procedures does 
not require site-specific modifications for extra work areas within 50 feet of a wetland boundary if 
“the adjacent upland consists of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land”.  Therefore, 
table 1.3-1 only requests modifications in instances where the adjacent upland does not consist 
of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 

Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 

Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure MP 

Proposed 
Modification 

Distance to 
Wetland 

Justification for 
Proposed Modification 

VI.B.1.a Locate all extra 
workspace (ATWS; 
such as staging areas 
and additional spoil 
storage areas) at 
least 50 feet away 
from wetland 
boundaries, except 
where the adjacent 
upland consists of 
cultivated or rotated 
cropland or other 
disturbed land. 

33.4/33.5 Locate ATWS 
159 and 
ATWS 160 in 
an emergent 
wetland 
wrib007e 

ATWSs in 
wetland 
wrib007e 

The ATWSs south of the road (ATWS 156 and ATWS 160) are needed for staging and 
spoil storage associated with the guided bore of County Road 2.  This workspace is 
located in an agricultural hay field that includes emergent wetland wrib007e.  The 
wetland begins between MPs 33.4 and 33.5, about 95 feet south of the road and 
extends south from there for approximately 550 feet.  Most of ATWS 156 and a small 
portion of ATWS 160 are located in wrib007e (but most of ATWS 160 is 40 or more 
feet from the edge of the wetland).  To avoid having ATWS in this wetland, either the 
road bore, which is about 185 feet long, would need to be extended or spoil from the 
road bore would need to be moved another 590 feet further south.  The first option 
would nearly quadruple the length of the bore.  The second would require additional 
equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the bore spoil to the new 
ATWS outside of the wetland.  Neither of these options is practicable or warranted 
given that its implementation of the Procedures will protect and restore the wetland.  
Additionally, only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the workspace 
(construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists mostly (90 
percent cover) of foxtail barley and lesser amounts of other mostly fast growing 
species including yellow foxtail and reed canary grass, which will quickly recolonize 
any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will protect and restore wetland wrib007e by 
implementing FERC’s procedures.  

35.65 Locate 
ATWSs 165 
and 166 
within 50 feet 
of an 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib016e 
associated 
with a road 
ditch adjacent 
to 62nd Street 
SE. 

ATWSs 
within 14 to 
15 feet of 
wetland 
wrib016e 
and within 40 
feet of 
wetland 
wrib017e 

The ATWS south of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with the 
guided bore of 62nd Street SE.  This workspace is located in open land between 
emergent wetland wrib016e, adjacent to the road and emergent wetland wrib017e to the 
south.  Both wetlands are dominated by the following three species in different 
proportions:  narrowleaf cattail, reed canary grass, and prairie cordgrass.  ATWSs 165 
and 166 are approximately 14 to 15 feet from the wetland wrib016e and 40 feet from 
wrib017e, respectively.  There is not enough distance between these 2 wetlands to 
maintain the ATWS 50 feet from both wetlands.  WBI Energy elected to position the 
workspace closer to wrib016e in the road ditch to maintain the ATWS further from the 
larger wetland wrib017e.  WBI Energy’s implementation of the construction and 
restoration measures of the FERC Procedures including the installation, maintenance, 
and monitoring of erosions and sediment controls will protect wetlands wrib016e and 
wrib017e.
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36.1 Locate ATS 
167 in 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib019e. 

ATWS is 
within 
wetland 
wrib019e 

The ATWS north of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with 
the guided bore of 168th Avenue SE.  The ATWS is located within emergent wetland 
wrib019e, which is dominated primarily by reed canary grass but includes lesser 
amounts (less than 10 percent cover) of goldenrod species, sandbar willow, peachleaf 
willow, and gray dogwood.  The ATWS is approximately 170 from the road but the 
wetland extends north from the road beyond the ATWS.  To avoid having ATWS in this 
wetland, either the road bore, which is about 270 feet long, would need to be extended 
or spoil from the road bore would need to be moved another approximately 600 feet 
further north.  The first option would nearly triple the length of the bore.  The second 
would require additional equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the 
bore spoil to the new ATWS outside of the wetland.  Moving the ATWS north would 
also encroach on one of the few forested wetlands on the Project.  Neither of these 
options is practicable.  Only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the 
workspace (construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists 
mostly (75 percent cover) of fast growing reed canary grass, which, along with the 
other existing species, will quickly recolonize any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will 
implement the FERC Procedures to protect and restore this wetland.  

VI.B.1.d The only access 
roads, other than the 
construction right-of-
way, that can be used 
in wetlands are those 
existing roads that 
can be used with no 
modifications or 
improvements, other 
than routine repair, 
and no impact on the 
wetland. 

5.1 

 

Access Road 
(AR) 005 

 

Crosses 
wetland 

 

New temporary AR005 crosses emergent wetland wcaa009e east of 165th Avenue SE.  
This wetland is covered almost entirely (98 percent cover) with reed canary grass.  
This wetland needs to be crossed to access the north side of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad bore at MP 5.1.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Approximately 0.11 acre of this wetland 
will be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect 
the wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer 
needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC 
Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the 
wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing reed canary grass, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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9.9 AR 013 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR 013 crosses emergent wetland wcaa007e.  This 
wetland needs to be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with 
the bore of wetland wcaa006e.  This wetland is dominated by reed canary grass (95 
percent cover) and narrowleaf cattail (5percent cover).  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new road may include grading, widening, and placement of 
mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.02 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

13.7 AR 018 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing/New temporary access road AR 018 crosses emergent wetland wacb003e, 
which is associated with a road ditch that runs along the east side of 166th Avenue SE 
on the south side of 44 Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by needle spikerush, 
dark-green bulrush, narrowleaf cattail, and swamp smartweed.  This wetland needs to 
be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with the 44th Street 
SE/right-of-way from the 166th Avenue SE road bore.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new portion of the road and modifications to the existing 
portions may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now. 
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14.7 AR019 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR019 crosses emergent wetland wcab004e, which is 
associated with a road ditch that runs along the west side of 166th Avenue SE on the 
south side of 45th Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by swamp smartweed, prairie 
cordgrass, redroot pigweed (red-root or common amaranth), narrowleaf cattail, and 
smaller amounts of needle spikerush.  This wetland needs to be crossed for equipment 
to access the workspace associated with the 45th Street SE/right-of-way from 166th 
Avenue SE road bore right-of-way from 166th Avenue SE.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on this access road may include grading, widening, and placement 
of mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within 
the temporary construction footprint of the road.  Following construction when the road 
is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the 
FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from 
the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will 
be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

31.3 AR034 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing/New permanent access road AR034 crosses emergent wetland wria003e, 
which is in the road ditch on the north side of 58th Street SE.  This wetland is 
dominated by needle spikerush, dark-green bullrush, reed canary grass, and 
narrowleaf cattail.  WBI Energy needs to cross the wetland to access the Valve #4 site 
during construction and for later operation of the valve.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the road may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, 
gravel, and/or culverts.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
construction and permanent footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect adjacent 
wetland areas through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following installation of the road, WBI Energy will 
remove any mats, culverts, or gravel that are not needed for the permanent road and 
restore any portions of the wetland that are temporarily affected.  Given that the 
wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any temporarily impacted areas of the 
wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is 
in the wetland now.   
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34.5 AR038 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR038 crosses emergent wetland wrib021e, which is 
located in a field south of 61st SE.  The predominant vegetation in this wetland is foxtail 
barley, goldenrod species, reed canary grass, and all other species constituting 10 
percent cover or less.  WBI Energy’s crossing of this wetland will minimize equipment 
traffic crossing the wetland on the right-of-way and potentially minimize tree clearing.  
As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, 
and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  
Approximately 0.26 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction 
footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of 
the Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following 
construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected 
wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is 
needed will be removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be 
restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of 
the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to 
what is in the wetland now. 

  43.4 AR046 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing temporary access road AR046 crosses emergent wetland wria010e, which is 
in a road ditch on the west side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (60 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed canary grass, 
perennial sow thistle, and yellow foxtail (each less than five percent cover).  As 
described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, and 
placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less 
than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction footprint of the 
road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of the FERC 
Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction 
when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area 
pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be 
removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that 
the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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  44.2 AR046.1 Crosses 
wetland 

Existing temporary access road AR046.1 crosses emergent wetland wria014e, which 
is in a road ditch on the west side of  172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (80 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed needle spikerush 
(about 10 percent cover).  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications 
including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be 
needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  

  46.3 AR049 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR049 crosses emergent wetland wrid001e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
broadleaf cattail.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including 
grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for 
this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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47.3 AR051 Crosses 
wetland 

New temporary access road AR051 crosses emergent wetland wrid003e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail and reed canary grass.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will 
be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the 
wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion 
and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, 
WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  
Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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WBI Energy will implement additional construction, restoration, and mitigation plans 
prepared for the Project.  These will, or may, include the following as needed:  Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasures Plan (provided in appendix 1F-1) and Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan (provided in appendix 1F-2); Fugitive Dust Control Plan (provided 
in appendix 9A); Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Contaminated Environmental Media 
(provided in appendix 2A); Noxious Weed Management Plan (provided in appendix 3C); Plan for 
Unanticipated Discovery of Historic Properties or Human Remains during Construction (provided 
in appendix 4G); and Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Resources During 
Construction (provided in appendix 6A) and Blasting Plan (provided in appendix 6B). 

1.3.1 General Pipeline Construction Procedures 

Construction of the proposed pipeline will follow industry-standard practices and 
procedures as described below.  Conventional open-ditch construction methods will be used to 
install most of the proposed pipeline.  In a typical scenario, construction involves a series of 
discrete activities conducted in a linear sequence.  These include survey and staking; right-of-way 
clearing and grading; pipe stringing, bending, and welding; trenching; lowering-in and backfilling; 
hydrostatic testing; final tie-in; commissioning; and right-of-way cleanup and restoration.  
Figure 1.3-1 illustrates each of the steps in a typical construction scenario.  A description of each 
step in the process is provided in the following sections. 

 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598
tewaukon@fws.gov

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
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the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz

image001.png

Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 



Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:

1.       Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2.       Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3.       DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to

Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you



recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            



This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,

I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.

If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041 
eric_wilson@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Hi Eric,
 
I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in

mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuge%2Ftewaukon%2Fvisit%2FContact_us.html&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AAhyD%2FfHtpurgxi1CDqN7WU9YjtYwRD4beclQj2oTWc%3D&reserved=0



southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.

I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.

Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.

Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204

M +1 503 984 6609 

E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com

Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy 

mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9XIIs4g5exhxZF0rlmnwbTBaypXFNYFiLf4HiDS%2FVzM%3D&reserved=0
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2Ferm-foundation%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=esCHQZPUuR4PRU3U%2Bfgwp7yQCLMTNkqmRPpbOXlxBAk%3D&reserved=0
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Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

Dear Ms. Bose:

Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.

Consultations on IPaC

We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 



is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially 
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.  
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full 
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests. 
Service Property Interests 

As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.

Conclusion

These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701) 
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor



May 27, 2022

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 

location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.

The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.

A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 

https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.

If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:

http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF

Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.

The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.

In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/ 
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.

We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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Project Summary
Project Code: 2022-0009567
Event Code: None
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
Project Type: Natural Gas Distribution
Project Description: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, 

modify, operate, and maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). 
The Project will involve the construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a 
new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU— 
Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve 
settings; and new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The 
proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota.

Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

Counties: Cass and Richland counties, North Dakota

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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1.

Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

Mammals
NAME STATUS

Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

Threatened

Insects
NAME STATUS

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028

Threatened

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161

Endangered

Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS

Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669

Threatened

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD 
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: ERM
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
Address Line 2: Suite 1650
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609

Lead Agency Contact Information
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



February 18, 2022

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/ 
endangered_species.htm

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project 
 
Subject: Verification letter for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' project under 

the January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions.

 
Dear Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on February 18, 2022 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' (the Action) using the 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal action 
is consistent with the activities analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from "take"[1] prohibitions 
applicable to the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 
Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).

Based upon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO. 
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result 
of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that your 
IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and 
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(a)(2) with respect to the 
northern long-eared bat.

Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not 
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the 
information required in the IPaC key.

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
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▪
▪
▪
▪

This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA 
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA- 
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened

If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a 
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this 
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.

________________________________________________ 
 
[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion 
Project':

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify and 
operate the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota. The Project will involve construction of approximately 60.6 miles 
of 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton 
Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station, a new delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota, 
and new block valve and pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.

Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

Determination Key Result

This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the 
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that 
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.

Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.

This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.

The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.

Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed 
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require 
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may 
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a 
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

Determination Key Result
This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the 
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided, 
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on 
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions 
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.

Qualification Interview
Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes
Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long- 
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")
No
Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome 
Zone?
Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 0.25 miles of a known northern long- 
eared bat hibernaculum? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency

Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 150 feet of a known occupied northern 
long-eared bat maternity roost tree? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency

Automatically answered
No
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Project Questionnaire
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.
1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
2.0
2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0
3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.
4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
0
5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0
6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.
7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0
8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0
9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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IPaC User Contact Information
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609



 
 
 
 
 
November 17, 2022 
 
Jessica Johnson 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project – Minor Route Adjustment 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 
 

Dear Ms. Johnson: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 
Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 
Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 
gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 
MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 
settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  

This letter is to inform you of a minor Project route adjustment since the May 27, 2022 filing of the Project 
Determination Letter (letter), which sought U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) technical assistance, written 
concurrence, or comments otherwise, with the effects determinations for those federally listed species 
discussed in the letter. Attachment A includes the Project Determination Letter as submitted on May 27, 
2022. A summary of WBI Energy submissions and USFWS responses include the following: 

▪ May 27, 2022 – WBI Energy submits Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 21, 2022 – Ms. Johnson requested Resource Report 1 appendices as referenced in the 
Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 23, 2022 – On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the requested (Resource Report 1 
appendices as well as Project shapefile and KMZ) to Ms. Johnson and Mr. Seth Jones (USFWS); 
and 

▪ July 1, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission of the 
USFWS concurrence letter for the Project  

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359-7200 

www.wbienergy.com 
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USFWS, WBI Energy, and ERM correspondence, including the USFWS letter of concurrence is provided 
in Attachment B.  

REROUTE INFORMATION 

The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) requested that WBI Energy identify and evaluate the 
alternatives to avoid two crossings on the Wild Rice River at mileposts (MP) 57.0 and 57.6. WBI Energy 
identified a route alternative between MPs 55.13 and 59.63 that would avoid the two crossing of the Wild 
Rice River. This alternative has now been adopted as a reroute and is known as the Wild Rice River 
Route Alternative - MP 55. Attachment C includes an overview map of the proposed pipeline route and 
highlighted area encompassing the minor Project route adjustment, which includes the Wild Rice River 
Route Alternative - MP 55 (see Attachment C, Alternative/Variation labeled route). 

Construction of the reroute will impact approximately 0.4 acre of mapped emergent National Wetland 
Inventory (NWI) wetland associated with an intermittent stream crossing, but would avoid the two 
crossings of the Wild Rice River as well as reduce the crossing of intermittent streams from two to one.  
The reroute will also avoid the crossing of approximately 0.4 acre of riparian forest adjacent to the prior 
Wild Rice River crossings and will not affect any additional forested land. Additionally, this reroute avoids 
impacts to a historic site discovered during field surveys along the original alignment.  

SPECIES LIST AND EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

On October 14, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 
potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 
D) that identified four threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, two insects, 
and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 

◼ Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered) 

◼ Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 

◼ Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate  

◼ Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 

Note that the official species list provided with the Determination Letter submitted in May 2022, included 
the endangered poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiekI), and the updated official species list does 
not include this species.  

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. ERM did 
not identify any additional designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North 
Dakota through review of the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 

The reroute presents a minor route adjustment, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat 
(approximately 92 percent of the Project area is agriculture) for federally listed species within and 
immediately adjacent to the Project area; therefore, based on additional analysis of the Project and the 
minor route adjustment, WBI Energy has determined that the species’ effects determinations have not 
changed from what was previously documented and submitted on May 27, 2022 and that which received 
USFWS concurrence on July 1, 2022. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 
listed species that are documented in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 
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that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 
assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this update in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 
Due to the fact that this is a minor route adjustment, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat for 
federally listed species within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, we conclude that our action 
may affect but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; and Project impacts on the 
monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to result in adverse 
permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden or bald eagles. As 
noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or comments 
otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species documented in this letter.  

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.   

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Attachment A: Project Determination Letter 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 
Attachment C: Project Overview Map  
Attachment D: IPaC Official Species List 

 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Maggie Suter, ERM 

mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com


 
 

September 5, 2023 

Jessica Johnson 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 

3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project: Minor Route Adjustments 

  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 

Dear Ms. Johnson, 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 

Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 

Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.2 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 

gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a 

new delivery station at Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the 

Mapleton Compressor Station and two new delivery stations will be added at Kindred and Wahpeton, 

North Dakota. The modifications to the existing Mapleton Compressor Station will entail adding about 100 

feet of new pipe and additional valves. 

This letter is to inform you of minor Project route adjustments since the May 27, 2022, filing of the Project 

Determination Letter (Letter) and supplemental consultation letter provided on November 17th, 2022, for 

the Wild Rice River Route Alternative, which sought U.S. Fish and Wildlife (USFWS) technical assistance, 

written concurrence, or comments otherwise, with the effects determinations for those federally listed 

species discussed in the letters. Attachment A includes the Letter as submitted on May 27, 2022, and 

supplemental consultation letter provided on November 17th, 2022. A summary of WBI Energy 

submissions and USFWS responses include the following: 

▪ May 27, 2022 – WBI Energy submits Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 21, 2022 – Ms. Johnson requested Resource Report 1 appendices as referenced in the 

Project Determination Letter; 

▪ June 23, 2022 – On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the requested (Resource Report 1 

appendices as well as Project shapefile and KMZ) to Ms. Johnson and Mr. Seth Jones (USFWS); 

and 

▪ July 1, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission of the 

USFWS concurrence letter for the Project. 

WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359-7200 

www.wbienergy.com 
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▪ November 17, 2022– On behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted the supplemental consultation 

letter. 

▪ December 15, 2022 – Ms. Johnson provided WBI Energy and ERM with an electronic submission 

of the USFWS concurrence letter for the supplemental consultation for the Project. 

USFWS, WBI Energy, and ERM correspondence, including the USFWS letters of concurrence are 

provided in Attachment B. 

REROUTE INFORMATION 

WBI Energy, upon continued coordination/communication with landowners has identified alternatives to 

the Project route to avoid crossing portions of agricultural lands/drain tiles per the landowners’ requests. 

These alternatives have now been adopted as reroutes and are listed below: 

The three reroutes are: 

• Milepost 26.7 to 27.2 Reroute. 

• Milepost 34.7 to 36.2 Reroute. 

• Milepost 54.4 to 57.0 Reroute. 

The overview map, located in Attachment C as Figure 1.1-1 with additional maps showing the three 

reroutes, shows the updated proposed pipeline route and locations of the Project facilities. 

This letter provides an update on minor changes in the project route, an updated species list of 

threatened and endangered species, and provides an updated determination key for the northern long-

eared bat (NLEB). 

SPECIES LIST AND EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 

On August 21, 2023, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 

Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 

potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 

D) that identified four threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, two insects, 

and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 

◼ Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Endangered 

◼ Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 

◼ Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 

◼ Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate 

Note that the official species list provided with the Letter submitted in May 2022, included the endangered 

poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiekI), and the updated official species list does not include this 

species. 

The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. ERM did 

not identify any additional designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North 

Dakota through review of the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. ERM 

on behalf of WBI Energy completed an updated IPaC consistency letter and NLEB determination key on 

August 21,2023 for the Project (Attachment E). 

The three reroutes present minor route adjustments, and overall, there is lack of suitable habitat 

(approximately 92 percent of the Project area remains agriculture) for federally listed species within and 
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immediately adjacent to the Project area and a very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 

acres); therefore, based on additional analysis of the Project and the minor route adjustments, WBI 

Energy has determined that the species’ effects determinations for NLEB have not changed from what 

was previously documented in the May 27, 2022 Project Determination Letter and November 17, 2022 

subsequent supplemental consultation letter submittals. The IPaC consistency letter for August 21, 2023 

(Attachment E) returned a No Effect determination for Dakota skipper and Western prairie fringed orchid 

and no further consultation/coordination is required for these species. 

Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 

described above and provides the effects determination. 

Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity. a 

Common Name 
Scientific name 

Federal 
Status 

Suitable 
Habitat 

Within the 
Project 

Vicinity? 

May 27, 2022 
Determination 

November 17, 2022 
Determination 

August 21, 2023 
Determination 

of Effect 

Mammal 

Northern long-eared 
bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 

Endangered Yes 
NLAA 

(as threatened) 
NLAA 

(as threatened) 
NLAA 

Insects 

Dakota skipper 
Hesperia dacotae 

Threatened No NLAA NLAA NE 

Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 

Candidate Yes N/A b N/A b N/A b 

Flowering Plant 

Western prairie 
fringed orchid 
Platanthera praeclara 

Threatened No NLAA NLAA NE 

Notes: 

NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect. 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 

is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 

WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 

Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 

listed species that are documented in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 

that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 

assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 

SUMMARY/CLOSING 

WBI Energy is providing this update in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 

Based on the above analysis of these three minor route adjustments, there is lack of suitable habitat for 

federally listed species within and immediately adjacent to the Project area and due to the very small 

amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres), we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely 
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to adversely affect the NLEB; no effect for the Dakota skipper and Western prairie fringed orchid; and 

Project impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not 

expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to 

affect golden or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and 

concurrence with our comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species 

discussed in this letter. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 

James Kowalsky of ERM at james.kowalsky@erm.com. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 

Sincerely, 

 

Jill Linn 

Environmental Affairs 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

 

Enclosures: Attachment A: Project Determination Letters 

Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence and Concurrence Letters 

Attachment C: Project Overview and Reroute Maps  

Attachment D: IPaC Official Species List 

Attachment E: IPaC Consistency Letter and NLEB Determination Key 

cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 

Chris Schmidt, ERM 

mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com
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August 21, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2023-0119275 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes 
 
Subject: Consistency letter for 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' for specified 

federally threatened and endangered species and designated critical habitat that may 
occur in your proposed project area consistent with the North Dakota Determination 
Key (DKey) for project review and guidance for federally listed species.

 
James Kowalsky:

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on August 21, 2023 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' (the Action) using the North 
Dakota DKey for project review and guidance for federally-listed species within the Information 
for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) system. The Service developed this system in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.).

Based on your answers and the assistance of the Service’s North Dakota DKey, you made the 
following effect determination(s) for the proposed Action:

 
Species Listing Status Determination
Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) Threatened No effect
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid (Platanthera praeclara) Threatened No effect
 
Thank you for informing the Service of your “No Effect” determinations for this project. No 
further consultation/coordination for this project is required for these species.

In addition to the species listed above, the following species and/or critical habitats may also 
occur in your project area and are not covered by this conclusion:

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis Endangered

The Service recommends that your agency contact the North Dakota Ecological Services Field 
Office or re-evaluate the project in IPaC if: 1) the scope, timing, duration, or location of the 
proposed project changes, 2) new information reveals the action may affect listed species or 
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designated critical habitat; 3) a new species is listed or critical habitat designated. If any of the 
above conditions occurs, additional consultation with the North Dakota Ecological Services Field 
Office should take place before project changes are final or resources committed.

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act(BGEPA): The following resources are provided to 
project proponents and consulting agencies as additional information. Bald and golden eagles are 
not included in this section 7(a)(2) consultation and this information does not constitute a 
determination of effects by the Service.

The Service developed the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to advise landowners, 
land managers, and others who share public and private lands with Bald Eagles when and under 
what circumstances the protective provisions of the BGEPA may apply to their activities. The 
guidelines should be consulted prior to conducting new or intermittent activity near an eagle nest. 
This document may be downloaded from the following site: https://www.fws.gov/media/ 
national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0

To determine if your proposed activity is likely to take or disturb Golden or Bald Eagles, please 
call our office at 702-250-4481 for further review.

If the recommendations detailed in the National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines cannot be 
followed, you may apply for a permit to authorize removal or relocation of an eagle nest in 
certain instances. The application form is located at http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-72.pdf.

https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0
https://www.fws.gov/media/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines-0
http://www.fws.gov/forms/3-200-72.pdf
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Reroutes':

New pipeline project - revised routes to existing plan. WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will involve the construction 
of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU—Kindred Border 
Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also include newly 
constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The proposed Project facilities will 
be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

11.

12.

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Is your project a federal project or have a federal nexus (funded, permitted or other 
authorization by a federal agency)?
Yes
Does your project consist solely of interior or exterior rehabilitation and renovations of 
existing residential, commercial buildings and public facilities? 

Note: These activities may involve exterior painting, replacement of doors, windows, siding or roofing.

No
Does your project consist solely of work done within the existing footprint of a building 
such as electrical, heating plumbing, basement and foundation repairs?
No
Does your project consist solely of additions onto an existing structure?
No
Does your project consist solely of renting or purchasing existing buildings?
No
Does your project consist solely of demolition of structures within Incorporated City 
Boundaries?
No
Does your project consist solely of repair or replacement of existing parking lots, 
sidewalks, roads or other paved or graveled surfaces?
No
Does your project consist solely of repair or replacement or upgrading playground 
equipment?
No
Is your project a wind farm?
No
Is your project a new construction on an existing residential infill lot within Incorporated 
City Boundaries?
No
[Semantic] Does the action area intersect the Dakota Skipper area of influence?
Automatically answered
Yes
Is the project area on disturbed land (e.g. urban areas, previously cropped areas, non-native 
haylands, pasture or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species, or in areas 
where trees or shrubs predominate)?
Yes
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13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

[Semantic] Does the action area intersect the Western Prairie Fringed Orchid area of 
infuence?
Automatically answered
Yes
Will your project include any ground disturbance in prairie/grass habitat? 
 
Note: This could include pasture, both grazed or ungrazed, and also areas that are hayed.

No
Will your project involve water uptake, delivery, or anything that could alter the soil 
hydrology? 
 
Note: Long term depletion of soil moisture may alter soil hydrology in areas due to drain tiling, irrigation, etc.

No
Will you be buying or selling, offering for sale, importing or exporting any listed plants or 
parts of plants (i.e., seeds)?
No
Does your project involve application of pesticide? 
 
Note: Herbicides may directly impact orchids; note that insecticides may impact pollinators critical to orchid 
reproduction.

No
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission



August 21, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2023-0119275 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes 
 
Federal Nexus: yes  
Federal Action Agency (if applicable): Federal Energy Regulatory Commission  
 
Subject: Federal agency coordination under the Endangered Species Act, Section 7 for 'WBI 

Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes'
 
Dear James Kowalsky:

This letter records your determination using the Information for Planning and Consultation 
(IPaC) system provided to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) on August 21, 2023, for 
'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes' (here forward, Project). This project has been 
assigned Project Code 2023-0119275 and all future correspondence should clearly reference this 
number. Please carefully review this letter. Your Endangered Species Act (Act) requirements 
may not be complete.

Ensuring Accurate Determinations When Using IPaC

The Service developed the IPaC system and associated species’ determination keys in accordance 
with the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA; 87 Stat. 884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et 
seq.) and based on a standing analysis. All information submitted by the Project proponent into 
IPaC must accurately represent the full scope and details of the Project.

Failure to accurately represent or implement the Project as detailed in IPaC or the Northern 
Long-eared Bat Rangewide Determination Key (DKey), invalidates this letter. Answers to 
certain questions in the DKey commit the project proponent to implementation of conservation 
measures that must be followed for the ESA determination to remain valid.

Determination for the Northern Long-Eared Bat

Based upon your IPaC submission and a standing analysis completed by the Service, your project 
has reached the determination of “May Affect, Not Likely to Adversely Affect” the northern 
long-eared bat. Unless the Service advises you within 15 days of the date of this letter that your 
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▪

▪

▪
▪
▪

IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that consultation on the Action is 
complete and no further action is necessary unless either of the following occurs:

new information reveals effects of the action that may affect the northern long-eared bat in 
a manner or to an extent not previously considered; or,
the identified action is subsequently modified in a manner that causes an effect to the 
northern long-eared bat that was not considered when completing the determination key.

15-Day Review Period

As indicated above, the Service will notify you within 15 calendar days if we determine that this 
proposed Action does not meet the criteria for a “may affect, not likely to adversely 
affect” (NLAA) determination for the northern long-eared bat. If we do not notify you within that 
timeframe, you may proceed with the Action under the terms of the NLAA concurrence provided 
here. This verification period allows the identified Ecological Services Field Office to apply local 
knowledge to evaluation of the Action, as we may identify a small subset of actions having 
impacts that we did not anticipate when developing the key. In such cases, the identified 
Ecological Services Field Office may request additional information to verify the effects 
determination reached through the Northern Long-eared Bat DKey.

Other Species and Critical Habitat that May be Present in the Action Area

The IPaC-assisted determination for the northern long-eared bat does not apply to the following 
ESA-protected species and/or critical habitat that also may occur in your Action area:

Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened

 
You may coordinate with our Office to determine whether the Action may affect the species and/ 
or critical habitat listed above. Note that reinitiation of consultation would be necessary if a new 
species is listed or critical habitat designated that may be affected by the identified action before 
it is complete.

 
If you have any questions regarding this letter or need further assistance, please contact the North 
Dakota Ecological Services Field Office and reference Project Code 2023-0119275 associated 
with this Project.



08/21/2023   3

   

Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.

1. Name

WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project Reroutes

2. Description

The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Reroutes':

New pipeline project - revised routes to existing plan. WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will involve the construction 
of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU—Kindred Border 
Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also include newly 
constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The proposed Project facilities will 
be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.618887349999994,-96.9694769283913,14z
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1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

DETERMINATION KEY RESULT
Based on the answers provided, the proposed Action is consistent with a determination of “may 
affect, but not likely to adversely affect” for the Endangered northern long-eared bat (Myotis 
septentrionalis).

QUALIFICATION INTERVIEW
Does the proposed project include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, intentional take of 
the northern long-eared bat or any other listed species? 

Note: Intentional take is defined as take that is the intended result of a project. Intentional take could refer to 
research, direct species management, surveys, and/or studies that include intentional handling/encountering, 
harassment, collection, or capturing of any individual of a federally listed threatened, endangered or proposed 
species?

No
Do you have post-white nose syndrome occurrence data that indicates that northern long- 
eared bats (NLEB) are likely to be present in the action area? 

Bat occurrence data may include identification of NLEBs in hibernacula, capture of 
NLEBs, tracking of NLEBs to roost trees, or confirmed acoustic detections. With this 
question, we are looking for data that, for some reason, may have not yet been made 
available to U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
No
Does any component of the action involve construction or operation of wind turbines? 

Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ if the construction or operation of wind power facilities is either (1) part 
of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for a federal agency action (federal permit, funding, etc.).

No
Is the proposed action authorized, permitted, licensed, funded, or being carried out by a 
Federal agency in whole or in part?
Yes
Is the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), 
or Federal Transit Administration (FTA) funding or authorizing the proposed action, in 
whole or in part?
No
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6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

Are you an employee of the federal action agency or have you been officially designated in 
writing by the agency as its designated non-federal representative for the purposes of 
Endangered Species Act Section 7 informal consultation per 50 CFR § 402.08? 

Note: This key may be used for federal actions and for non-federal actions to facilitate section 7 consultation and 
to help determine whether an incidental take permit may be needed, respectively. This question is for information 
purposes only.

No
Is the lead federal action agency the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or Federal 
Communications Commission (FCC)? Is the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) or 
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) funding or authorizing the proposed action, 
in whole or in part?
No
Is the lead federal action agency the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC)?
Yes
Is FERC reviewing the proposed action under the Natural Gas Act, in whole or in part?
Yes
Have you determined that your proposed action will have no effect on the northern long- 
eared bat? Remember to consider the effects of any activities that would not occur but for 
the proposed action. 

If you think that the northern long-eared bat may be affected by your project or if you 
would like assistance in deciding, answer “No” below and continue through the key. If you 
have determined that the northern long-eared bat does not occur in your project’s action 
area and/or that your project will have no effects whatsoever on the species despite the 
potential for it to occur in the action area, you may make a “no effect” determination for 
the northern long-eared bat. 

Note: Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representatives) must consult with USFWS on federal 
agency actions that may affect listed species [50 CFR 402.14(a)]. Consultation is not required for actions that will 
not affect listed species or critical habitat. Therefore, this determination key will not provide a consistency or 
verification letter for actions that will not affect listed species. If you believe that the northern long-eared bat may 
be affected by your project or if you would like assistance in deciding, please answer “No” and continue through 
the key. Remember that this key addresses only effects to the northern long-eared bat. Consultation with USFWS 
would be required if your action may affect another listed species or critical habitat. The definition of Effects of 
the Action can be found here: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key- 
selected-definitions

No

https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.ecfr.gov/current/title-50/chapter-IV/subchapter-A/part-402/subpart-A/section-402.02#p-402.02(Effects%20of%20the%20action)
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions


08/21/2023   6

   

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

[Semantic] Is the action area located within 0.5 miles of a known northern long-eared bat 
hibernaculum? 
 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency.

Automatically answered
No
Does the action area contain any caves (or associated sinkholes, fissures, or other karst 
features), mines, rocky outcroppings, or tunnels that could provide habitat for hibernating 
northern long-eared bats?
No
Does the action area contain or occur within 0.5 miles of (1) talus or (2) anthropogenic or 
naturally formed rock crevices in rocky outcrops, rock faces or cliffs?
No
Is suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat present within 1000 feet of 
project activities? 
(If unsure, answer "Yes.") 
 
Note: If there are trees within the action area that are of a sufficient size to be potential roosts for bats (i.e., live 
trees and/or snags ≥3 inches (12.7 centimeter) dbh), answer "Yes". If unsure, additional information defining 
suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: https://www.fws.gov/media/northern- 
long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes
Will the action cause effects to a bridge?
No
Will the action result in effects to a culvert or tunnel?
No
Does the action include the intentional exclusion of northern long-eared bats from a 
building or structure? 
 
Note: Exclusion is conducted to deny bats’ entry or reentry into a building. To be effective and to avoid harming 
bats, it should be done according to established standards. If your action includes bat exclusion and you are 
unsure whether northern long-eared bats are present, answer “Yes.” Answer “No” if there are no signs of bat use 
in the building/structure. If unsure, contact your local U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services Ecological Services Field 
Office to help assess whether northern long-eared bats may be present. Contact a Nuisance Wildlife Control 
Operator (NWCO) for help in how to exclude bats from a structure safely without causing harm to the bats (to 
find a NWCO certified in bat standards, search the Internet using the search term “National Wildlife Control 
Operators Association bats”). Also see the White-Nose Syndrome Response Team's guide for bat control in 
structures

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Does the action involve removal, modification, or maintenance of a human-made structure 
(barn, house, or other building) known or suspected to contain roosting bats?
No
Will the action cause construction of one or more new roads open to the public? 
 
For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase average daily traffic on one or more existing roads? 
 
Note: For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is either (1) part of 
the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a federal agency (federal permit, funding, 
etc.). .

No
Will the action include or cause any construction or other activity that is reasonably certain 
to increase the number of travel lanes on an existing thoroughfare? 
 
For federal actions, answer ‘yes’ when the construction or operation of these facilities is 
either (1) part of the federal action or (2) would not occur but for an action taken by a 
federal agency (federal permit, funding, etc.).
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new water-borne contaminant source 
(e.g., leachate pond pits containing chemicals that are not NSF/ANSI 60 compliant)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the creation of a new point source discharge from a 
facility other than a water treatment plant or storm water system?
No
Will the action include drilling or blasting?
No
Will the action involve military training (e.g., smoke operations, obscurant operations, 
exploding munitions, artillery fire, range use, helicopter or fixed wing aircraft use)?
No
Will the proposed action involve the use of herbicides or pesticides other than herbicides 
(e.g., fungicides, insecticides, or rodenticides)?
Yes
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27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

Will the action result in herbicide use that may affect suitable summer habitat for the 
northern long-eared bat? 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include or cause the application or drift of pesticides other than herbicides 
(e.g., fungicides, insecticides, or rodenticides) into forested areas that are suitable summer 
habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Answer "Yes" if the application may result in 
transport (e.g., in water) or aerial drift of the pesticide into forested areas that are suitable 
summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat. 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include or cause activities that are reasonably certain to cause chronic 
nighttime noise in suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat? Chronic noise 
is noise that is continuous or occurs repeatedly again and again for a long time. 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Does the action include, or is it reasonably certain to cause, the use of artificial lighting 
within 1000 feet of suitable northern long-eared bat roosting habitat? 
 
Note: Additional information defining suitable roosting habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

No
Will the action include tree cutting or other means of knocking down or bringing down 
trees, tree topping, or tree trimming?
Yes
Has a presence/probable absence summer bat survey targeting the northern long-eared bat 
following the Service’s Range-wide Indiana Bat and Northern Long-Eared Bat Survey 
Guidelines been conducted within the project area? If unsure, answer “No.”
No
Does the action include emergency cutting or trimming of hazard trees in order to remove 
an imminent threat to human safety or property? See hazard tree note at the bottom of the 
key for text that will be added to response letters 
 
Note: A "hazard tree" is a tree that is an immediate threat to lives, public health and safety, or improved property 
and has a diameter breast height of six inches or greater.

No

https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/range-wide-indiana-bat-and-northern-long-eared-bat-survey-guidelines
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34.

35.

36.

37.

Are any of the trees proposed for cutting or other means of knocking down, bringing 
down, topping, or trimming suitable for northern long-eared bat roosting (i.e., live trees 
and/or snags ≥3 inches dbh that have exfoliating bark, cracks, crevices, and/or cavities)?
No
Will the action result in the use of prescribed fire? 
No
Will the action cause noises that are louder than ambient baseline noises within the action 
area?
Yes
Will the action cause noises during the active season in suitable summer habitat that are 
louder than anthropogenic noises to which the affected habitat is currently exposed? 
Answer 'no' if the noises will occur only during the inactive period. 

Note: Inactive Season dates for areas within a spring staging/fall swarming area can be found here: https:// 
www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas. 

Note: Additional information defining suitable summer habitat for the northern long-eared bat can be found at: 
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions

Yes

https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/inactive-season-dates-swarming-and-staging-areas
https://www.fws.gov/media/northern-long-eared-bat-assisted-determination-key-selected-definitions
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PROJECT QUESTIONNAIRE
Will all project activities by completed by April 1, 2024?
No
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613

LEAD AGENCY CONTACT INFORMATION
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
September 10, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 

 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598
tewaukon@fws.gov

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
September 10, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 

 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 



WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 

Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200

www.wbienergy.com 

September 13, 2021 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 

Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 

To Whom it may Concern: 

WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 

This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 

The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
September 10, 2021 
Page 2 of 2 

construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  

WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   

WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 

Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 

Sincerely, 

Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 

Enclosures: Project Overview Map 

cc: Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Maggie Suter, ERM 



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz

image001.png

Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 



Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:

1. Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2. Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3. DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to

Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

Hi Jerry,

Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.

Thank you,

Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609

From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you



recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile

Hi Jerry,

As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.

I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to

reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            



This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy



From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,

I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.

If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.

Thanks,

Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041 
eric_wilson@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
 
 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  

Hi Eric,
 
I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in

mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuge%2Ftewaukon%2Fvisit%2FContact_us.html&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AAhyD%2FfHtpurgxi1CDqN7WU9YjtYwRD4beclQj2oTWc%3D&reserved=0



southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.
 
I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.
 
Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204

M +1 503 984 6609 

E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com          

 

  

                                                        
Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review
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Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501

Dear Ms. Bose:

Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.

Consultations on IPaC

We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act

Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 



is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests.
Service Property Interests

As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.

Conclusion

These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701)
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.

Sincerely,

Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Johnson, Jessica N"
Cc: jerry_reinisch@fws.gov; Maggie Suter; Becky Moores
Subject: RE: phone calls
Date: Thursday, June 9, 2022 9:22:00 AM
Attachments: WBI_Wahpeton_USFWS_Determination_Letter_05.27.2022.pdf

Hi Jessica,

I reached out to Jerry today with regard to the WBI Energy proposed project, Wahpeton Expansion
Project, in southeastern North Dakota. He informed me that you will be the point person moving
forward on USFWS consultations. I wanted to confirm that the office and Jerry had received the
Determination Letter that we submitted on behalf of WBI Energy which was sent on May 27, 2022.
I’m attaching that here as reference and because Jerry was cc’d on this correspondence.

I would like to find a time to discuss a few questions I have at this time, would you have time this
week for a short conversation? Please let me know your availability or you can also call my cell which
is provided below.

Thank you,
Leslie

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

M +1 503 984 6609

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, February 14, 2022 10:07 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: phone calls

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hi Leslie,
Stephanie let me know that you were trying to get in touch with me.  Long story, but my work phone
has not been very reliable lately.  I think I have the issue fixed now but please send me an email if
you are not able to get in touch by phone.
Thanks,
Jessica

Jessica Johnson
Environmental Contaminants Specialist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue

mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:jerry_reinisch@fws.gov
mailto:Maggie.Suter@erm.com
mailto:Becky.Moores@erm.com



 
 
 
 
 
May 27, 2022 
 
Jerry Reinisch 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
  Section 7 Endangered Species Act Consultation 
 


Dear Mr. Reinisch: 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission pipeline system in the 
Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton 
Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch diameter natural 
gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)-Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota. The Project will include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, a new 
MDU-Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota, and new block valves and pig launcher/receiver 
settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The Project 
overview map, located in Attachment A as Figure 1.1-1, shows the proposed pipeline route and locations 
of the Project facilities. Additional information, including specifics on the location and description of 
facilities, land requirements, and construction and restoration procedures, on the proposed Project is 
located in Attachment A.  


This Project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic feet of natural gas per day 
to help meet growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., 
(MDU) a local distribution company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this Project to fulfill MDU’s 
need for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply at Wahpeton, North Dakota, and to extend natural 
gas service to the community of Kindred, North Dakota, for the first time, which has been requested by 
city officials and residents. 


The Project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) under 7(c) of the Natural 
Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal 
authorizations and complying with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. As such, FERC is required to consult with the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service (USFWS) in compliance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA). FERC’s 


WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 


Glendive, MT 59330 
(406) 359‐7200 


www.wbienergy.com 
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regulations at 18 Code of Federal Regulations 380.13 designate the project sponsor as FERC’s non-
federal representative for informal Section 7 ESA consultation. In accordance with FERC guidelines, WBI 
Energy will provide the results of this consultation to FERC and notify FERC if any federally listed species 
or designated critical habitat may be affected by the Project. 


WBI Energy has retained ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) to assist with the environmental review and permitting 
for the Project. 


WBI Energy is requesting that the USFWS North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office located in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, provide technical assistance with the effects determinations for those federally 
listed species that are discussed in this letter. Written concurrence, or comments otherwise, will ensure 
that the applicant can provide FERC with the information necessary for an accurate and thorough 
assessment of federally listed species potentially affected by the proposed Project. 


On September 13, 2021, on behalf of WBI Energy, ERM submitted a Project introduction letter to the 
USFWS, and requested review and comment on the consultation required for the Project. On February 2, 
2022, during the scoping period, the USFWS submitted a letter on the FERC docket in response to the 
proposed Project. This is included in the USFWS agency correspondence found in Attachment B. 


SPECIES LIST AND DATA REQUESTS 


On May 27, 2022, ERM performed an updated query of the USFWS Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system to identify federally listed species and designated critical habitat with the 
potential to occur within the Project area. The IPaC system generated an official species list (Attachment 
C) that identified five threatened, endangered, or candidate species including one mammal, three insects, 
and one flowering plant with the potential to occur within the Project area in Cass and Richland counties: 


 Northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis): Threatened (Proposed Endangered) 


 Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae): Threatened 


 Monarch butterfly (Danaus plexippus): Candidate  


 Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek): Endangered 


 Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara): Threatened 


The IPaC results indicated that designated critical habitat is not present within the Project area. North 
Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13, which are the closest Dakota skipper designated critical habitat 
to the Project, are located in Richland and Ransom counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and 
southwest of the Project area. Additionally, North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the 
closest Poweshiek skipperling designated critical habitat to the Project, are located in Richland County 
approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area. ERM did not identify any additional 
designated critical habitat for federally listed species near the Project in North Dakota through review of 
the USFWS critical habitat mapper and Federal Register documentation. 


In addition to USFWS communications, on October 11, 2021, ERM requested natural heritage data from 
the North Dakota Parks and Recreation Department (NDPRD). Data were received on December 17, 
2021. On January 27, 2022, ERM requested bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus) nesting data from the 
North Dakota Game and Fish Department (NDGFD). Data were received on March 3, 2022.  


SPECIES EFFECTS DETERMINATIONS 


Table 1, provided below, lists the federally listed and proposed species identified from the sources 
described above and provides the effects determination further described in this letter. ERM has 
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evaluated the potential effects for each species by reviewing historical and present occurrences, 
availability of potential habitat within the Project area, the species’ natural history, and results of desktop 
and field-based habitat assessments. The assessment also utilized natural heritage information from the 
NDPRD Natural Heritage Inventory, NDGFD and USFWS species profiles, USFWS listing and recovery 
plan data; and prior correspondence with the USFWS (Attachment B). 


The northern long-eared bat (NLEB) is currently listed as a threatened species; however, on March 23, 
2022, the USFWS proposed to reclassify the species as endangered. If this proposed rule is finalized 
(expected November 2022), the species would become endangered and the 4(d) rule would no longer be 
applicable. The Project schedule means that impacts to NLEB are possible after this status change. For 
the purposes of the analysis below, potential impacts under current regulations are discussed, with 
additional information provided to support future review. The USFWS is expected to publish additional 
guidance and review tools closer to the finalization of this status change. 


Table 1: Federally Listed, Proposed, or Candidate Species and Federally 
Designated or Proposed Critical Habitat Potentially Occurring in the Project 
Vicinity a  


Common Name 
Scientific name 


Federal Status Suitable Habitat Within 
the Project Vicinity? 


Determination of Effect  


Mammal 


Northern long-eared bat 
Myotis septentrionalis 


Threatened 
(Proposed 


Endangered) 


Yes NLAA 


Insects 


Dakota skipper 
Hesperia dacotae 


Threatened No NLAA 


Monarch Butterfly 
Danaus plexippus 


Candidate Yes N/A b 


Poweshiek skipperling 
Oarisma powshiek 


Endangered No NE 


Flowering Plant 


Western prairie fringed orchid 
Platanthera praeclara 


Threatened No NLAA 


Notes: 


NE = no effect; NLAA = may affect, not likely to adversely affect 
a  There is no designated or proposed critical habitat within the Project area. 
b  N/A = not applicable. Formal determination of effect has not been concluded for the monarch because this species 


is currently not listed under the ESA; however, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to be minor. 


Northern Long-eared Bat 


Current Status 


The NLEB is listed as threatened under the ESA with a 4(d) rule. Section 4(d) of the ESA allows the 
USFWS to establish prohibitions or exceptions to prohibitions for threatened species, which do not 
automatically have the same protections as endangered species. The finalized 4(d) rule for the NLEB 
allows incidental take of bats in populations outside of the counties or districts where white-nose 
syndrome is known to be present (81 Federal Register [FR] 1900). The 4(d) rule applies to the entire 
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state of North Dakota. Under the final 4(d) rule, incidental take outside of hibernacula that results from 
tree removal is only prohibited when it (1) occurs within 0.25 mile (0.4 kilometer) of known NLEB 
hibernacula; or (2) cuts or destroys known occupied maternity roost trees, or any other trees within a 
150-foot (45-meter) radius from the known occupied maternity trees, during the pup season (June 1 
through July 31).  


The USFWS is currently undergoing a review of the federal listing for the NLEB, and this species is 
proposed to be listed as endangered in November 2022. If the species is listed as endangered, the 4(d) 
rule will no longer be applicable. The USFWS anticipates publishing additional guidance for the species 
closer to the final rule publication. Although WBI Energy cannot anticipate the details of this guidance, it is 
likely that projects outside of occupied habitats with limited tree felling will have little impact to this 
species. 


The NLEB is very susceptible to white-nose syndrome, which has led to significant losses and caused a 
population concern range wide. Other sources of mortality for the NLEB include impacts to winter 
hibernation areas, loss or degradation of summer habitats, and wind farm operations.1 No critical habitat 
has been designated for this species in or near the Project area.  


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The NLEB ranges across the eastern and north-central United States and all Canadian provinces west to 
the southern Yukon Territory and eastern British Columbia (78 FR 61046). NLEBs are considered 
common in only small portions of the western part of its range (i.e., Black Hills of South Dakota) and are 
uncommon or rare in the western extremes of the range (78 FR 61046). During winter, NLEBs hibernate 
in large caves and mines that have large passages and entrances, constant temperatures, and high 
humidity with no air currents. Estimated NLEB hibernation season in North Dakota is from October 1 
through May 15.2 


Across their range, migration between winter hibernacula and summer habitat occurs from mid-March to 
mid-May with bats returning to hibernacula from mid-August to mid-October. In the summer, NLEBs roost 
underneath bark, in cavities, and in crevices of live and dead trees that either retain their bark or provide 
suitable cavities or crevices. NLEBs are opportunistic in their selection of tree species used for roosting, 
and have been documented using numerous tree species, utilizing both crevices and bark of trees as well 
as a range of stem diameters and heights. In Minnesota, common roost tree species have been 
documented and include aspen (Populus spp.), oak (Quercus spp.), and maple (Acer spp.).3 


In North Dakota, NLEBs summer maternity season is typically from April 1 through September 30. 
Breeding occurs in late July in northern regions and females store sperm until spring (78 FR 61046). 
Maternity colonies form in the summer months where females give birth to a single bat (pup). Most bats 
within a colony give birth around the same time, from late May or early June to late July, where maternity 
colonies containing females and young typically have 30 to 60 bats at the beginning of the summer.1 


 
1  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/northern-long-eared-


bat-myotis-septentrionalis. Accessed March 2022. 
2  Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources, Bureau of Natural Heritage Conservation. 2017. Northern Long-Eared Bat 


(Myotis septentrionalis) Species Guidance. PUB ER-700. Available online: https://dnr.wi.gov/files/PDF/pubs/er/ER0700.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 


3  Swingen, M., R. Moen, M. Walker, R. Baker, G. Nordquist, T. Catton, K. Kirschbaum, B. Dirks, and N. Dietz. 2018. Northern 
long-eared bat Roost Tree Characteristics 2015-2017. Natural Resources Research Institute, University of Minnesota Duluth. 
Regents of the University of Minnesota. Technical Report NRRI/TR-2018/41. Available online: 
https://conservancy.umn.edu/bitstream/handle/11299/204334/NRRI-TR-2018-41.pdf?sequence=1. Accessed: February 2022. 
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This species has only been identified in a few locations in North Dakota, which include forested habitat in 
the Turtle Mountains, and the riparian corridors of the Little Missouri and Missouri rivers.4 Of these known 
occurrences, the nearest documented NLEB to the Project area is greater than 180 miles away in the 
Missouri River Valley. In addition to the Missouri River Valley and the Badlands of western North Dakota, 
Gillam et al. (2015)5 document one observation of the NLEB in Fort Buford, McKenzie County, and in the 
Little Missouri National Grassland, which is located in parts of McKenzie, Billings, Slope, and Golden 
Valley counties. Minnesota records for NLEB are from the north-central and eastern half of the state, 
including Becker County, Minnesota, located approximately 40 miles east/northeast of the Project area.5,6 
Dominant vegetation types crossed by the Project consist of agricultural grain and row crops. Less than 
1 percent of the Project area is classified as forested land, and there are no large, contiguous forested 
habitats within the Project vicinity. Therefore, highly suitable NLEB habitat is not present within the 
Project area. There are no known NLEB hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the proposed 
Project (78 FR 61046),7 and no caves or mines are present within the Project area that would provide 
suitable winter habitat. 


Effects Analysis 


The Project site is within the probable range of NLEB; however, no documented occurrences of the 
species have been recorded in Cass or Richland counties, North Dakota.5 Construction of the Project is 
anticipated to occur from spring to late fall of 2024, which overlaps the active and breeding season of the 
NLEB. Less than 1 percent of the Project footprint consists of forested areas. Once construction is 
complete, approximately 1.1 acre of forested land will be retained as open land within the new permanent 
right-of-way. No forested lands are located within the aboveground facilities, contractor yards, access 
roads, or valve site locations. WBI Energy has implemented measures (e.g., avoidance of wooded areas 
to the extent possible when developing the proposed pipeline route; proposing use of the guided bore 
crossing method at select feature crossings; and reducing workspaces at contractor yards) to avoid and 
minimize impacts on vegetation including forested lands. Small patches of trees are present along 
riparian corridors, windrows, and shelterbelts, which could provide potentially suitable roosting trees. 
However, there are no large forested habitats in the vicinity of the proposed Project, and suitable habitat 
is very limited. In addition, there are no known hibernacula or maternity roosts within 50 miles of the 
proposed Project. Therefore, the Project is not anticipated to have any direct or indirect impacts on the 
NLEB.  


Determination 


Due to the overall lack of suitable habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, in addition 
to no known presence of the species within Cass and Richland counties, the Project may affect, but is not 
likely to adversely affect, the NLEB. Until the USFWS review is complete, the NLEB is listed as 
“threatened” and the 4(d) rule still applies; therefore, WBI Energy completed an IPaC determination key 
for the Project (Attachment D), based on that submission the USFWS determined the activities related to 
the Project are consistent with those analyzed in the USFWS’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological 
Opinion. Given the small amount of tree clearing that will occur, and the lack of documented occurrences 


 
4  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Northern Long-eared Bat. Available online: 


https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id/bats/northern-long-eared. Accessed March 2022. 
5  Gillam, E., J.J. Nelson, and P. Barnhart. 2015. North Dakota State Bat Management Plan. North Dakota Game and Fish 


Department. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/sites/default/files/publications/nd-state-bat-management-plan.pdf. Accessed 
April 2022. 


6  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Myotis septentrionalis: Northern Long-eared Bat. Rare Species Guide. 
Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=AMACC01150. 
Accessed April 2022. 


7  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 
https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
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of NLEB in the Project area, the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB. Any 
impacts to NLEB would fall under the final 4(d) rule, and would not be prohibited.  


If the proposed rule to list the species is finalized, the Project will reengage with USFWS as required to 
reassess impacts. However, based on the very small amount of proposed tree felling (less than 2 acres) 
and the distance to known occupied habitats (over 50 miles), it is likely that a determination of may affect, 
but is not likely to adversely affect the NLEB will still be applicable. 


Dakota Skipper 


Current Status  


The Dakota skipper (DASK) was listed as threatened under the ESA in 2014. Critical habitat for DASK 
has been designated in North Dakota, South Dakota, and Minnesota (80 FR 59248). Main threats to 
DASK and its habitat include cattle grazing, haying, lack of habitat management, pesticide use, flooding, 
habitat fragmentation, isolation of populations, and prairie conversion.8 Other risks relate to climate 
change, including catastrophic drought.9 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


Within the United States, DASK has been extirpated from Illinois and Iowa, and are now only present in 
scattered isolated sites in western Minnesota, northeastern South Dakota, and the northern half of North 
Dakota.10 The Project area is within the DASK’s historical range and the species was historically 
documented within Richland County. These historical locations of known DASK observations within 
Richland County were concentrated within the northwestern and southcentral townships of the County. 
There are no recent records of the DASK in the Project area and it is now considered extirpated in 
Richland County. 


DASK inhabit two types of prairie habitat; low wet-mesic prairie with little topographic relief that occurs on 
near-shore glacial lake deposits (Type A) and dry-mesic mixed-grass prairie dominated by mixed 
bluestem (Andropogon spp.) and green needlegrasses (Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth) occurring 
primarily on rolling terrain over gravelly glacial moraine deposits (Type B).10 Both habitat types contain an 
abundance of flowering plants and alkaline soils. In dry mixed-grass prairie, DASK can be found along 
ridges and hillsides.11 


DASK complete one generation per year.11 The larvae overwinter at or below ground level. During the 
spring, the larvae emerge to complete their development. The larvae eventually pupate in June.12 Adults 
generally emerge in mid-June to early July and mate during a 2- to 4-week flight period.11, 12 Peak flight 
times occur within a span of about 10 days in early July each year.9 Females lay eggs on a range of 
broadleaf plants and grasses,12 which hatch after incubating for 7 to 20 days.11 Little bluestem 
(Schizachyrium scoparium) is often selected for both egg laying and as a food source for larvae.12 Nectar 


 
8  Selby, G. 2006. Effects of Grazing on the Dakota Skipper Butterfly; Prairie Butterfly Status Surveys 2003-2005. Final Report. 


Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. Available online: 
https://files.dnr.state.mn.us/eco/nongame/projects/consgrant_reports/2006/2006_selby.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


9  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae), Report on the Species Status Assessment, Version 2 
- September 2018. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/155865. Accessed: March 2022. 


10  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2016. Dakota Skipper Conservation Guidelines. 


11  Cochrane, J. F., and P. Delphey. 2002. Status Assessment and Conservation Guidelines: Dakota skipper: Hesperia dacotae 
(Skinner), (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae): Iowa, Minnesota, North Dakota, South Dakota, and Manitoba. U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/4020?Reference=4171. Accessed March 2022. 


12  Vaughan, D. M., and M. D. Shepherd. 2005. Species Profile: Hesperia dacotae. In Shepherd, M. D., D. M. Vaughan, and S. H. 
Black (Eds), Red List of Pollinator Insects of North America. CD-ROM Version 1 (May 2005). Portland, OR: The Xerces Society 
for Invertebrate Conservation. Available online: https://xerces.org/endangered-species/species-profiles/at-risk-butterflies-
moths/dakota-skipper. Accessed: January 2022. 
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sources for adults vary regionally and include purple coneflower (Echinacea sp.), blanketflowers 
(Gaillardia sp.), black-eyed Susans (Rudbeckia sp.), and evening primrose (Calylophus serrulatus).11, 12 


The best available information for the presence of the DASK comes from the Population Distribution and 
Occupancy Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672) documenting species presence, species 
surveys by Royer et al. (2014),13 and from the USFWS DASK North Dakota Survey Protocol.14 The 
closest documented population to the Project area includes one site within the Sheyenne National 
Grassland complex in Ransom County; however, the status of DASK at this site is currently unknown, 
since the species was not observed during subsequent surveys. In addition, the Federal Register (79 FR 
63672) states that DASK habitat in the Sheyenne National Grassland complex have experienced 
intensive grazing, leafy spurge (Euphorbia esula) invasions, and extensive herbicide use leading to 
habitat modifications and resulting in the extirpation of DASK from previously known sites. 11,15 Historical 
records of DASK have also been recorded southwest of the Project area (greater than 2 miles southwest 
of milepost 25.7) within suitable grassland habitat16; however, the Project area does not contain suitable 
DASK habitat but is largely composed of agricultural land, which comprises approximately 92 percent of 
the vegetation resources within the Project area.17 


There is no critical habitat for the species within 20 miles of the Project Area. There is one critical habitat 
site in Richland County and two critical habitat sites in Ransom County (80 FR 59248). Critical Habitat 
Unit 4, which is the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, is located in Clay County more than 20 miles from 
the Project area. North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1, 2, and 13 are located in Richland and Ransom 
counties approximately 22, 26, and 27 miles west and southwest of the Project area, respectively.  


WBI Energy consulted with the NDPRD regarding ecological communities through the Natural Heritage 
Program and was provided a list of ecological communities within 1 mile of the Project. For the majority of 
these ecological communities, the last observations date back to the late 1990s, but consisted of the 
following: wet-mesic tallgrass prairie, wet prairie, northern reedgrass wet meadow, sand mixed-grass 
prairie, and dry-mesic tallgrass prairie. These communities are located near the Project area at mileposts 
34 to 37.  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
In the USFWS Dakota Skipper North Dakota Survey Protocol,14 suitable habitat for the DASK is defined 
as native prairies containing native grasses and diverse forbs. Croplands, non-native haylands, pastures, 
shrublands, forests, or other grasslands dominated by non-native plant species are typically not 
considered suitable for DASK. Following this guidance, suitable habitat for DASK was not documented 
within the Project area. 


DASK are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project area including 
cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 
dominated by non-native species. Overall, there is a strong correlation between DASK occurrences and 
the dominance of native grasses in habitat, which indicates that populations of DASK and their 


 
13  Royer, R.A., M.R. Royer, and E.A. Royer. 2014. Dakota Skipper Field Survey and Habitat Assessment at 12 North Dakota 


Sites during the 2014 season. Minot: Minot State University. 
14  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2018. 2018 Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae) North Dakota Survey Protocol. Available online: 


https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd639206.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
15  Delphey, P., E. Runquist, C. Nordmeyer. 2017. Plan for the Controlled Propagation, Augmentation, and Reintroduction of 


Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae). Available online: 
https://www.lccmr.mn.gov/projects/2014/finals/2014_05j1_DakotaSkipper_report.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 


16  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Personal communication (electronic correspondence) between USFWS (J. Reinisch) and 
ERM (L. Rodman-Jaramillo) January 19, 2022. 


17  WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Wahpeton Expansion Project Draft Resource Report 3. Draft Resource Report 3 was filed with 
the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission on March 3, 2022. 
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persistence require native grasses for survival.9 For example, Davis (2020)18 documented that pastures 
dominated by smooth brome (Bromus inermis) provide poor habitat for DASK larvae as the widely spaced 
stems are unsuitable for their shelter-building behavior. Additionally, Nordmeyer et al. (2021)19 observed 
negative effects on DASK larvae growth and survival resulting from foraging on invasive grass species, 
including smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass. Smooth brome and Kentucky bluegrass were 
documented during the 2021 habitat assessment as typical species observed within the agricultural and 
grassland areas of the Project area. In addition, DASK are unlikely to use the Project area during 
dispersal as they are not known to disperse widely. DASK have a mean mobility of 3.5 (standard 
deviation = 0.7) on a scale of 0 (sedentary) to 10 (highly mobile).20, 21 Delphey et al. (2017)15 document a 
mark-recapture study where adult DASK movements were less than 984 feet (300 meters) over 3 to 
7 days, and marked adults crossed less than 656 feet (200 meters) of unsuitable habitat between two 
prairie patches, and they typically moved along ridges than across valleys. Delphey et al. (2017)15 
suggested that DASK dispersal is limited in part to their short life span and single annual flight. As a 
result, DASK extirpation from a site is likely permanent unless it is within about 0.62 mile of a site that 
generates a sufficient number of emigrants, or the species is reintroduced to a site (79 FR 63672).21 


As documented in the North Dakota summary section within the Population Distribution and Occupancy 
Status section of the Federal Register (79 FR 63672), “although only a small fraction of all grassland in 
North Dakota has been surveyed for Dakota skippers, a significant proportion of the un-surveyed area is 
likely not suitable for Dakota skipper.” Additionally, “surveys for the Dakota skipper are typically 
conducted only in areas where floristic characteristics are indicative of their presence. New potential sites 
surveyed are generally focused on prairie habitat that appears suitable for the species and has a good 
potential of hosting the species…”  


Effects Analysis 


While DASK are not specifically known to occur within the Project area, they may be present within 
suitable habitat located outside of the Project area during the annual flight period. Outside of the flight 
period, DASK eggs and larvae would be restricted to reproductive habitats, which include native 
grassland comprising diverse forbs and bunchgrasses,14 which are not known to occur within the Project 
area. Adult DASK are generally believed to avoid areas of active disturbance21; however, they can 
traverse areas of disturbance or be driven by wind into disturbed areas. As described above, DASK are 
not known to disperse widely and have relatively low mobility15; therefore, we do not expect DASK 
dispersal within the Project area.  


The Project would involve disturbances related to the physical presence of people, development 
activities, and moving vehicles and equipment within the Project area, which may be visually or physically 
disruptive to DASK.21 There is no evidence suggesting that acoustics from the construction and operation 
of the Project would elicit a disruptive (positive or negative) behavioral response or injurious physiological 
impairment to adults or larvae of the species.21 Human presence is expected to have no effect to the egg 
or larval stages, but adult DASK could be consistently disturbed during the adult flight period. The 


 
18  Davis, K.A. 2020. The Status of Dakota Skipper (Hesperia dacotae Skinner) in Eastern South Dakota and the Effects of Land 


Management. Electronic Theses and Dissertations. 3914. South Dakota State University. Available online: 
https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/etd/3914/. Accessed March 2022. 


19  Nordmeyer, C.S., E. Runquist, and S. Stapleton. 2021. “Invasive grass negatively affects growth and survival of an imperiled 
butterfly.” Endangered Species Research 45:301–314. 


20  Burke, R., J. Fitzsimmons, and J. Kerr. 2011. “A mobility index for Canadian butterfly species based on naturalists’ knowledge.” 
Biodiversity and Conservation 20:2273–2295. 


21  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2017. Draft Final Biological Opinion on the effects to the Dakota skipper from the Antelope 
Master Development Plan: the proposed construction and operation of 49 oil and gas wells on 9 well pads in McKenzie County, 
North Dakota. USFWS Reference # 2017-F-0081. Available online:  
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nfs/11558/www/nepa/104208_FSPLT3_4274833.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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disturbance could cause individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of 
adults. These direct and indirect effects on DASK are those with the potential to occur if the Project area 
contained suitable DASK habitat and species’ presence; however, we do not expect these effects on 
DASK for the proposed Project.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 
forbs that are food sources for DASK.21 Noxious weeds were observed concurrently with wetland and 
waterbody surveys and were not timed to coincide with any specific morphological state. Weed species 
identified during surveys were limited to one species—Canada thistle (Cirsium arvense). Weed control 
measures, including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative 
measures (e.g., flagging existing noxious weed infestations, cleaning equipment, segregating topsoil; and 
implementing reclamation following FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance 
Plan [FERC Plan]22 and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures [FERC 
Procedures]),23 and implementing treatment methods will be incorporated into the Project to reduce the 
threat of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 


After soil is cleared in disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the right-of-way and additional 
temporary workspace (ATWS) in accordance with the FERC Plan, revegetation efforts would include 
using seed mixes approved by the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS), or landowners, and 
would provide habitat for the DASK while reducing habitat fragmentation along the Project alignment. 
Based on recommendations provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes designed 
for reseeding land in accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction.24 Table 2 provides the NRCS-approved seed mixes for 
lands crossed by the Project. In addition to those species listed in Table 2, the NRCS also suggested 
adding 10 pounds of oats per acre to serve as a companion or nurse crop, which would reduce erosion 
and weed competition.  


Table 2: Proposed Upland Seed Mixes for Lands Crossed by the Project 


Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 


North Dakota Department of Transportation Mix 


Western wheatgrass 
Pascopyrum smithii (Rydb.) A. Love 


9.6 20 


Switchgrass 
Panicum virgatum L 


1.6 20 


Green needlegrass 
Nassella viridula [Trin.] Barkworth 


3.6 20 


Canada wild-rye 
Elymus canadensis 


5.2 20 


 
22  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan. Available online: 


https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/upland-erosion-control-revegetation-maintenance-plan.pdf. Accessed March 
2022.  


23  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission. 2013. Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. Available 
online: https://www.ferc.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/wetland-waterbody-construction-mitigation-procedures.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 


24  North Dakota Department of Transportation. 2020. Standard Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. Available online: 
https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/environmental/docs/supspecs/2020%20Standard%20Specifications%20for%20Road%20and
%20Bridge%20Construction.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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Species PLS Lbs/Acre Percent of Mix 


Slender wheatgrass 
Elymus trachycaulus 


5.0 20 


Total 25.0 100 


Note: Lbs/Acre = pounds per acre; PLS = pure live seed 


Determination 


Due to the overall lack of suitable DASK habitat within and immediately adjacent to the Project area, as 
well as the species’ poor dispersal abilities, and the implementation of the proposed mitigation measures 
(e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), the Project may affect, but is 
not likely to adversely affect, DASK or its habitat. 


Poweshiek Skipperling 


Current Status 


Poweshiek skipperling is listed as endangered under the ESA. Critical habitat for the Poweshiek 
skipperling occurs in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin (80 FR 
59248). North Dakota Critical Habitat Units 1 and 2, which are the closest critical habitat to the Project, 
are located in Richland County approximately 22 and 26 miles southwest of the Project area, 
respectively. Critical Habitat Units 4, 18, and 11, which are the closest critical habitat in Minnesota, are 
located in Clay and Wilkin counties more than 20 miles from the Project. Similar to the threats identified 
for DASK, main threats to Poweshiek skipperling and its habitat include cattle grazing, habitat loss, 
habitat fragmentation and isolation of populations, and periods of prolonged drought.25, 26 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The Project area is within the Poweshiek skipperling’s historical range. There are historical records from 
16 sites in seven of North Dakota’s counties, including Cass and Richland counties, for this species. The 
most recent observation of Poweshiek skipperling within its historical range in North Dakota was in 
2001.26 The NDGFD document that this species is rare and believed to be extirpated in North Dakota and 
the USFWS document that Poweshiek skipperling may have been extirpated from the Dakotas, 
Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years.27 The USFWS designated critical habitat for the Poweshiek 
skipperling is located in North Dakota, South Dakota, Minnesota, Iowa, Michigan, and Wisconsin. There is 
no designated critical habitat within 20 miles of the Project area.  


Historically, the Poweshiek skipperling was distributed throughout tallgrass and mixed-grass prairie 
habitats of Illinois and Iowa in the south, to Michigan in the east, North Dakota and South Dakota in the 
west, and southern Manitoba in the north.28 The Poweshiek skipperling has undergone rangewide 
declines in number of individuals and the location of populations and may have been extirpated from the 


 
25  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Oarisma poweshiek: Poweshiek Skipperling. Rare Species Guide. 


Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=IILEP57010. Accessed: 
March 2022. 


26  Selby, G. 2010. Status assessment update (2010): Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek (Parker)) (Lepidoptera: 
Hesperiidae). Prepared for Twin Cities Ecological Services Field Office, United States Fish and Wildlife Service, Bloomington, 
MN. 29 p. 


27  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. No Date. Oarisma poweshiek. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/species/poweshiek-
skipperling-oarisma-poweshiek. Accessed: March 2022. 


28  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Draft Recovery Plan for the Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek). Available 
online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/POSK%20Draft%20Recovery%20Plan_06152021_508%20compliant.pdf. 
Accessed: March 2022. 
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Dakotas, Minnesota, and Iowa within the last 10 years. Poweshiek skipperling populations are now known 
only from Wisconsin, Michigan, and Manitoba.29, 30 


Poweshiek skipperling inhabit remnant prairie habitats including prairie fens, grassy lake and stream 
margins, moist meadows, sedge meadows, and wet-to-dry prairies with hillsides. Primary habitat plant 
species for Poweshiek skipperling include bluestem and purple coneflower.28  


Poweshiek skipperling complete one generation per year, including a single flight period lasting 2 to 4 
weeks. Adult Poweshiek skipperling emerge from mid-June to early July when they rely on high-quality 
nectar from flowers for feeding and a source of healthy and abundant host plants for egg laying.31 Nectar 
plants vary geographically; nectar sources documented in North Dakota include smooth ox-eye (Heliopsis 
helianthoides) and purple coneflower.32 Plant sources for egg laying and larval food include prairie 
dropseed (Sporobolus heterolepis), little bluestem, sideoats grama (Bouteloua curtipendula), and sedges 
(Carex spp.). Poweshiek skipperling overwinter as larvae above ground dependent on blades and/or 
stems of host plants; therefore, this species also requires suitable microclimate conditions for shelter 
during winter.28 WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in 
the fall of 2021. Suitable habitat for Poweshiek skipperling was not documented within the Project area; 
however, there is historically documented potential habitat outside of the Project area. Poweshiek 
skipperling are not likely to be present in the dominant vegetation found within the Project including 
cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is 
dominated by non-native species.31  


Determination 


Due to the lack of suitable habitat and the likelihood that this species has been extirpated from the 
state,27 WBI Energy has determined that the Project will have no effect on Poweshiek skipperling. Due to 
the distance between the Project and designated critical habitat, the Project is not anticipated to have an 
effect on Poweshiek skipperling critical habitat. 


Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 


Current Status 


The western prairie fringed orchid (WPFO) is listed as threatened under the ESA. Identified threats to the 
WPFO throughout its range include woody encroachment, invasive plant species, siltation, erosion, 
altered fire regimes, land use/management changes (e.g., conversion of remnant prairie to cropland), and 
the use of herbicides and insecticides.33  


 
29  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. ECOS Environmental Conservation Online System. Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 


poweshiek). Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161. Accessed March 2022. 
30  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Species Identification (Common, Game and SCP Species). Available online: 


https://gf.nd.gov/wildlife/id. Accessed: March 2022. 
31  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Poweshiek Skipperling (Oarisma poweshiek) Species Needs Assessment. Bloomington, 


MN. Available online: 
https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/recovery_plan/Poweshiek%20Skipperling%20Species%20Needs%20Assessment_508%20compliant
.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


32  Swengel, A. B., and S. R. Swengel. 1999. “Observations of prairie skippers (Oarisma poweshiek, Hesperia dacotae, H. ottoe, 
H. leonardus pawnee, and Atrytone arogos iowa) (Lepidoptera: Hesperiidae) in Iowa, Minnesota, and North Dakota during 
1988-1997.” The Great Lakes Entomologist 32:267–292. 


33  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2009. Western Prairie Fringed Orchid 5-Year Review: Summary and Evaluation. Bloomington, 
MN. Available online: https://ecos.fws.gov/docs/five_year_review/doc2412.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


The WPFO is found in Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, and North Dakota. In North Dakota, 
the WPFO distribution is confined to Richland and Ransom counties. The USFWS 2020 5-year review on 
the WPFO indicates that since 200933 there has been one new population discovered, and nine 
populations are now considered extirpated (primarily concentrated within the Sheyenne National 
Grassland) by the North Dakota Natural Heritage Program, as no orchids have been observed since 1995 
or the habitat is no longer suitable.33 The Sheyenne National Grassland is located more than 8 miles 
west/southwest of the Project area. Natural heritage data provided by the NDPRD documented one 
historical record (observation greater than 35 years ago) of the WPFO within 1 mile of the Project area to 
the east of milepost 30.4. The Project area is within the WPFO historical range. Based on USFWS 5-year 
species review, the WPFO has not been regularly surveyed outside of the Sheyenne National Grassland 
in North Dakota since the 1990s. 


This species is found almost exclusively in remnant native plant communities.34 In North Dakota, the 
WPFO most frequently occurs in sedge meadow communities on the Glacial Sheyenne Delta as well as 
the tallgrass prairie community classified as the Midland Grassland habitat type.35 Associated plant 
species include big bluestem (Andropogon gerardii) and little bluestem, several sedge species, 
switchgrass (Panicum virgatum), and prairie sandreed (Calamovilfa longifolia).36 WPFO habitat conditions 
vary across its geographic range; however, one common factor thought to influence the growth of this 
species is groundwater depth. In southeastern North Dakota, preferred habitat for the species includes 
northern wet prairie, northern mesic prairie, and prairie wet meadows. The populations of WPFO found 
within the Sheyenne National Grassland are located in sedge meadows associated with lowland 
depressions, called swales.37 


The WPFO relies on its relationship with mycorrhizal soil fungi for seed germination and seedling 
development. This species has been documented emerging as early as late-March in southwestern 
Minnesota and senescence generally occurs in late September or earlier if the soil moisture is abnormally 
low. Peak flowering typically occurs from early to mid-July. The WPFO is also reliant on sphinx moth 
populations for seed production.34  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
The WPFO was not documented during the field surveys; however, surveys were not conducted during 
the peak blooming season for this species. Suitable habitat for the WPFO such as prairie and sedge 
meadows and associated native prairie plant species (e.g., big and little bluestem, sedges, switchgrass, 
and prairie sandreed) were not observed in the Project area. The WPFO is not likely to be present in the 
dominant vegetation found within the Project area—including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, 
non-native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  


As indicated on the Minnesota Department of Natural Resource (MNDNR) site,34 conservation efforts for 
the WPFO should be directed toward protecting “high quality, intact, native habitat,” which further indicate 
the specialized habitat that the WPFO is dependent upon and that is not present within the Project area. 


 
34  Minnesota Department of Natural Resources. 2022. Platanthera praeclara: Western Prairie Fringed Orchid. Rare Species 


Guide. Available online: https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/rsg/profile.html?action=elementDetail&selectedElement=PMORC1Y0S0. 
Accessed: March 2022. 


35  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 1996. Platanthera praeclara (Western Prairie Fringed Orchid) Recovery Plan. U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service, Ft. Snelling, MN. Available online: https://puc.sd.gov/commission/dockets/HydrocarbonPipeline/2014/HP14-
002/rstexhibit/24.pdf. Accessed: March 2022. 


36  Sieg, C.H., and A.J. Bjugstad. 1994. “Five years of following the western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara) on the 
Sheyenne National Grassland, North Dakota.” North Amer. Prairie Conf. 13:141–146. Available online: 
https://library.ndsu.edu/ir/bitstream/handle/10365/3242/634sie92.pdf?sequence=1&isAllowed=y. Accessed: March 2022. 


37  Wolken, P.M., C.H. Sieg, and S.E. Williams. 2001. “Quantifying suitable habitat of the threatened western prairie fringed 
orchid.” Journal of Range Management 54:611–616. 
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Further noted on the MNDNR’s site,34 annual haying can present problems for long-term WPFO survival, 
particularly if the haying occurs prior to seed capsule maturation; the WPFO reproduces entirely by seed, 
and annual mowing could lead to reproductive failure and eventually population collapse.34 Given that the 
majority of land in the Project area is agricultural, which would include utilizing methods such as haying 
and mowing, the WPFO is not likely to be present within the Project area.  


Effects Analysis 


The majority of the land in the Project area is agricultural (approximately 92 percent), which includes 
rotated croplands. Limited areas of scrub-shrub and forested wetlands are found within the Project area. 
Construction of the proposed pipeline will require clearing and grading of the temporary right-of-way, 
which will temporarily impact vegetation communities. The permanent right-of-way will be maintained as 
cropland or other herbaceous and shrub vegetation communities while the remaining temporary 
workspace along the construction right-of-way and any ATWS areas will be allowed to revert to 
preconstruction conditions. Implementation of the measures specified in the FERC Plan and the FERC 
Procedures will minimize Project-related impacts on affected vegetation communities.  


Following construction, WBI Energy will revegetate disturbed non-agricultural upland areas within the 
right-of-way and ATWS in accordance with the FERC Plan using seed mixes approved by the NRCS or 
landowners. Revegetation will provide protection against erosion. In areas where final grade and cleanup 
is completed during active construction, WBI Energy will comply with the timelines for seeding identified in 
the FERC Plan (weather and soil conditions permitting) or as recommended by the NRCS or Farm 
Service Agency (subject to approval by landowners). Timely restoration of the construction right-of-way, 
reseeding with the appropriate seed mixes, and the use of effective erosion control measures will 
minimize the duration of vegetation disturbance. 


Construction and operation impacts on wetland vegetation will be minimized by implementing the 
measures identified in the FERC Plan and the FERC Procedures.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native 
forbs and grasses, which provide habitat for the WPFO. Weed control measures, as described above, 
including providing contractor education on noxious weeds, implementing preventative measures, and 
implementing treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat of 
introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. 


Determination 


After soil is cleared in non-agricultural grassland areas, revegetation efforts would include reseeding 
using an NRCS-approved seed mix including native species and would reduce habitat fragmentation 
along the Project alignment. Because noxious weeds and invasive plants can out compete native forbs 
and grasses, WBI Energy would implement weed control measures to reduce the threat of introducing or 
spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Based on recommendations 
provided by the NRCS, WBI Energy proposes to use seed mixes (Table 2) designed for reseeding land in 
accordance with the North Dakota Department of Transportation 2020 Standard Specifications for Road 
and Bridge Construction.24 Due to the lack of suitable habitat for the WPFO, including intact prairie and 
sedge meadows (swales) and associated native plant species, and the implementation of the proposed 
mitigation measures (e.g., implementation of weed control measures and revegetation efforts), WBI 
Energy has determined that the Project may affect, but is not likely to adversely affect, the WPFO. 
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CANDIDATE SPECIES 


Monarch Butterfly 


Current Status 


The monarch butterfly is a candidate species under the ESA and not yet listed or proposed for listing. 
Candidate species are plants and animals for which the USFWS has sufficient information on their 
biological status and threats to propose them as endangered or threatened under the ESA, but for which 
development of a proposed listing regulation is precluded by other higher priority listing activities. 
Candidate species receive no statutory protection under the ESA.38  


Two North American populations, including migratory populations east and west of the Rocky Mountains, 
have been monitored at their overwintering sites since the mid-1990s. Monarch butterflies found east of 
the Rocky Mountains, including breeding populations found in North Dakota, migrate south or southwest 
to mountainous overwintering grounds in central Mexico.39 While populations normally fluctuate from 
year-to-year, data indicate population declines over the last two decades.40 Threats associated with these 
declines include habitat loss and fragmentation, pesticide use on milkweed (Asclepias spp.) host plants, 
and changing climate.41 


Potential Habitat Surrounding and within the Project Area 


In general, habitat requirements for monarch populations include specific quantities and optimal quality of 
milkweed and breeding season nectar sources; however, the specific optimal amount of habitat and its 
spatial distribution are unknown.40  


The monarch life cycle varies geographically. Monarchs lay their eggs on milkweed host plants and the 
larvae emerge after 2 to 5 days. The larvae then develop and feed on the milkweed over a period of 9 to 
18 days. The larvae pupate into chrysalis and 6 to 14 days later emerge as an adult butterfly. There are 
multiple generations of monarchs produced during the breeding season; where most adult butterflies live 
2 to 5 weeks, overwintering adults enter into reproductive diapause (suspended reproduction) and live 
6 to 9 months.40  


WBI Energy conducted a habitat assessment of the vegetation within the Project area in the fall of 2021. 
While field surveys were not conducted during the peak blooming season for milkweed species, 
surveyors documented potentially suitable habitat, including small numbers of common milkweed, for the 
monarch within the Project area. About 10 species of native milkweed can be found in North Dakota and 
additional milkweed species and/or milkweed populations are likely present within the Project area near 
ditches and woodland edges.42 Monarch butterflies and their suitable habitat are not likely to be present in 
the dominant vegetation found within the Project including cropped areas, previously cropped areas, non-
native haylands/pastures, or other grassland that is dominated by non-native species.  


 
38  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2022. Candidate Conservation. Available online: 


https://www.fws.gov/library/collections/candidate-conservation. Accessed March 2022. 
39  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Pollinators. Monarch Butterfly. Available online: https://gf.nd.gov/pollinators. 


Accessed: March 2022. 
40  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2020. Monarch (Danaus plexippus) Species Status Assessment Report, version 2.1. Available 


online: https://ecos.fws.gov/ServCat/DownloadFile/191345. Accessed: March 2022. 
41  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2021. Monarchs. Available online: https://www.fws.gov/initiative/pollinators/monarchs. 


Accessed: March 2022. 
42  North Dakota Game and Fish Department. 2019. Milkweeds and Monarchs. Authors and Contributors: Ron Wilson. Available 


online: https://gf.nd.gov/magazine/2017/jun/milkweeds-monarchs. Accessed: March 2022. 
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Effects Analysis 


Direct and indirect effects on the monarch butterfly would be visual or physical disturbances from physical 
presence of people, development activities, and moving vehicles. The disturbance could cause 
individuals to move from resting/nectaring locations or alter the flight paths of adults.  


The Project has the potential to impact habitat, including nectar-bearing wildflowers, on which adult 
monarch butterflies might feed. The Project’s permanent impacts on vegetation will be associated with 
aboveground facilities, permanent access roads, and the maintained pipeline right-of-way. Peripheral 
workspace and the majority of the workspace for the pipeline system will be returned to preconstruction 
conditions and allowed to revegetate, resulting in only temporary habitat impacts. Where losses of 
potential habitat are permanent, including about 3.4 acres for the aboveground facilities, less than 1 acre 
for the valve sites, and about 1 acre for the permanent access roads, it is expected that similar adjacent 
available habitat could be utilized, should the species be present.  


Project construction activities create an opportunity for introducing and spreading noxious weeds and 
invasive plant species within the Project area. Noxious weeds and invasive plants can outcompete native 
forbs that provide food and/or sources for egg laying for the monarch butterfly. Weed control measures, 
as described above, and treatment methods have been incorporated into the Project to reduce the threat 
of introducing or spreading noxious weeds and invasive plant species within the Project area. Therefore, 
due to the overall lack of suitable monarch butterfly habitat within the Project area, and the 
implementation of the proposed mitigation measures, Project impacts to the monarch are anticipated to 
be minor. 


OTHER FEDERALLY PROTECTED RESOURCES 


Migratory Birds 


Migratory birds are protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA; Title 16 United States Code 
Sections 703–711). The MBTA protects native migratory birds and their eggs and active nests. The 
MBTA prohibits intentionally taking, possessing, transporting, selling, or purchasing migratory birds and 
their parts, nests, or eggs without a valid permit. 


Executive Order (EO) 13186 (66 FR 3853), Responsibilities of Federal Agencies To Protect Migratory 
Birds, directs federal agencies to identify where unintentional take is likely to have a measurable negative 
effect on migratory bird populations and to avoid or minimize adverse impacts on migratory birds through 
enhanced collaboration with the USFWS. In March 2011, FERC and the USFWS finalized a 
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) to implement EO 13186. The MOU “focuses on avoiding or 
minimizing adverse impacts on migratory birds and strengthening migratory bird conservation through 
enhanced collaboration.” Conservation of migratory bird habitats, avoiding or minimizing take of migratory 
birds, and developing effective mitigation measures to restore or enhance habitats on lands affected by 
an energy project are several obligatory elements in the MOU with emphasis on, but not exclusive to, the 
Birds of Conservation Concern. It also states that emphasis should be placed on species of concern, 
priority habitats, and key risk factors, and it prohibits the direct take of any migratory bird without 
authorization from the USFWS.  


A variety of migratory bird species may occur seasonally along the proposed pipeline route. The Project is 
within the Central Flyway for migratory birds.43, 44 Potential impacts on nesting migratory bird species 


 
43  National Audubon Society. No Date. Flyways of the Americas. Available online: https://www.audubon.org/birds/flyways. 


Accessed March 2022. 
44  Dubovsky, J.A., compiler. 2020. Central Flyway harvest and population survey data book 2020. U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 


Lakewood CO. 
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include the following: habitat fragmentation; loss of wooded habitat; temporary removal of vegetation in 
grasslands, which could cause nesting species to relocate to other suitable habitat; and noise generated 
during construction, which could disturb nesting birds if present. Direct impacts on species include the 
potential for mortality or injury during construction from destruction of ground nests or vehicle collisions. 
Construction of the Project is planned to begin in the spring of 2024 subject to receipt of necessary 
permits and regulatory approvals, which could overlap with the migratory bird nesting season. To 
minimize impacts in areas where clearing cannot occur prior to the migratory bird nesting season, WBI 
Energy will conduct ground-based surveys within areas identified as open land for nesting birds prior to 
clearing of the right-of-way. If nests are identified during surveys, an appropriate buffer would be 
established based on the species and site-specific conditions. Construction activities in these areas could 
resume when the chicks have fledged or the nest is determined inactive. In areas where clearing occurs 
prior to migratory bird nesting but construction does not occur right after clearing, the construction area 
will be maintained (as needed) to avoid the regrowth of potential nesting habitat. 


After construction is complete, WBI Energy will restore the right-of-way as near as practical to 
preconstruction condition in accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. Cropland will be restored to 
active agricultural production and other areas will be revegetated using methods and seed mixes 
appropriate to existing land use, cover type, or landowner preference. WBI Energy anticipates that the 
Project area, with the exception of forested areas on the maintained operational right-of-way and 
permanent aboveground facilities, will return to preconstruction conditions over time. Consequently, the 
Project will not permanently alter the character of available habitats for migratory birds. 


Routine vegetation clearing for maintenance of the permanent right-of-way will be conducted in 
accordance with FERC’s Plan and Procedures. The FERC Plan and Procedures do not allow routine 
vegetation maintenance clearing more frequently than once every 3 years with the exception of a 10-foot-
wide corridor centered over the pipeline, which can be maintained annually in an herbaceous state to 
facilitate periodic corrosion and leak surveys. Routine maintenance clearing will not occur between April 
15 and August 1 of any year, as specified in section VII.A.5 of the FERC Plan. However, the majority of 
the route is cropland or has low growing vegetation, which allows for regular inspection without regular 
clearing. In wetlands, the FERC Procedures allow for selective cutting of trees greater than 15 feet in 
height within 15 feet of the pipeline. As noted above, WBI Energy anticipates that the need for routine 
vegetation maintenance will be infrequent and limited to specific locations such as areas around pipeline 
markers and at road crossings.  


Based on the relatively limited extent of the proposed disturbance within the broader landscape and with 
the implementation of the proposed mitigation and restoration measures, no substantial changes in 
migratory bird habitat availability or suitability are anticipated as a result of the Project. As such, the 
Project is not expected to result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds. 


Eagles 


The Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA; Title 16 United States Code Section 668), provides 
additional protection to bald eagles and golden eagles (Aquila chrysaetos). The BGEPA prohibits the 
take, possession, sale, barter, offer to sell, purchase, transport, export, or import of any bald or golden 
eagle, alive or dead, including any part, nest, or egg unless allowed by permit. “Take” under the BGEPA 
is defined as “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest or disturb.” Disturb 
is defined as “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or is likely to cause, 
based on the best scientific information available, (1) injury to an eagle, (2) a decrease in its productivity, 
by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or (3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior” (72 FR 
31131). If a proposed project or action would occur in areas where nesting, feeding, or roosting eagles 
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occur, then project proponents may need to take additional conservation measures to achieve 
compliance with the BGEPA. The BGEPA includes limited exceptions to its prohibitions through a 
permitting process, including exceptions to take bald or golden eagle nests that interfere with resource 
development or recovery operations. 


Golden eagle range and nesting habitat is concentrated in southwestern North Dakota. WBI Energy 
reviewed golden eagle nest habitat range data available from the NDGFD, which shows there is no nest 
habitat for golden eagles crossed by the Project. Therefore, the proposed Project is not expected to affect 
golden eagles. 


Bald eagle status in North Dakota include both year-round and migratory populations, where they are 
typically found near large rivers and lakes or wetlands bordered by mature stands of trees (e.g., 
cottonwood [Populus deltoids]). Bald eagle nests are usually found within the top quarter of tall, living 
trees found within 1.2 miles of water.7 However, Johnson (2009)45 documented that bald eagles 
historically have utilized atypical habitats in North Dakota. The landscape surrounding nests across the 
state have varied from forested landscapes to open, prairie habitat. Nests have historically been found in 
a single tree or shelterbelt surrounded by agriculture.45 WBI Energy reviewed bald eagle nest location 
data provided by the USFWS and NDGFD. Five bald eagle nest locations were identified within 2 miles of 
the Project area including:  


 One northeast of the proposed Kost contractor yard, which is located along the Sheyenne River and 
near the city of Riverside (West Fargo), North Dakota; 


 Two located southwest of the proposed pipeline milepost 25.7, approximately 1.4 and 1.7 miles away 
from the proposed centerline; 


 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 38, approximately 1.9 miles away from the 
proposed centerline; and 


 One located northeast of the proposed pipeline milepost 59.7, approximately 1.7 miles away, which is 
located along the Red River.  


Incidental on-the-ground raptor nest surveys were conducted during wetland and waterbody surveys 
(limited to the 300-foot-wide wetland/waterbody survey corridor), during which no nesting activity for bald 
eagles was observed. If a bald eagle nest is identified near the Project area, WBI Energy will implement 
the measures described in the USFWS 2007 National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines to avoid and 
minimize impacts on nesting bald eagles.46 The proposed Project is not expected to affect bald eagles. 


SUMMARY/CLOSING 


WBI Energy is providing this analysis in support of federal permitting for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. 
Based on the above analysis, we conclude that our action may affect but is not likely to adversely affect 
the NLEB, DASK, and WPFO; the Project will have no effect on the Poweshiek skipperling; and Project 
impacts on the monarch butterfly are anticipated to be minor. Additionally, the Project is not expected to 
result in adverse permanent impacts on migratory birds, and the Project is not expected to affect golden 
or bald eagles. As noted above, WBI Energy is requesting technical assistance, and concurrence with or 
comments otherwise, on the effects determinations for federally protected species discussed in this letter.  


 
45  Johnson, S. 2009. North Dakota Bald Eagle Nest Summary. North Dakota Game and Fish Department. December 2009. 


Available online: https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/ND/ND_Bald_Eagle_Nest_Summary_2009.pdf. Accessed 
March 2022. 


46  U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 2007. National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines. May 2007. Available online: 
https://www.fws.gov/sites/default/files/documents/national-bald-eagle-management-guidelines_0.pdf. Accessed March 2022. 
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If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com or 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo of ERM at Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com.   


Thank you for your time and assistance with this Project. 


Sincerely, 


 
Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 


Enclosures: Attachment A: General Project Description and Project Overview Map 


Attachment B: USFWS Correspondence 


Attachment C: IPaC Official Species List 


Attachment D: NLEB Determination Key 


 


cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy 


Maggie Suter, ERM 







 


 
 


 
 
 
 
 
 


WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
 
 
 


Resource Report 1 
General Project Description 


 
Final 


 
 
 


Docket No.  
CP22-XXX-000 


 
 
 
 


May 2022 







 


 


WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 


RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


Minimum Filing Requirements: Addressed in Section: 
1. Describe and provide location maps of all jurisdictional facilities, including all 


aboveground facilities associated with the project (such as meter stations, pig 
launchers/receivers, valves) to be constructed, modified, abandoned, replaced, 
or removed, including related construction and operational support activities 
and areas such as maintenance bases, staging areas, communications towers, 
power lines, and new access roads (roads to be built or modified).  As relevant, 
the report must describe the length and diameter of the pipeline, the types of 
aboveground facilities that would be installed, and associated land 
requirements.  It must also identify other companies that must construct 
jurisdictional facilities related to the project, where the facilities would be 
located, and where they are in the Commission’s approval process. —Title 18 
of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part (§) 380.12(c)(1) 


Section 1.1; figure 1.1.2-1; appendix 1A; 
and appendix 1B 


2. Identify and describe all non-jurisdictional facilities, including auxiliary facilities 
that will be built in association with the project, including facilities to be built by 
other companies. 
i. Provide the following information: 


a. a brief description of each facility, including as appropriate: 
ownership, land requirements, gas consumption, megawatt size, 
construction status, and an update of the latest status of federal, 
state, and local permits/approvals; 


b. the length and diameter of any interconnecting pipeline; 
c. current 1:24,000/1:25,000 scale topographic maps showing the 


location of the facilities; 
d. correspondence with the appropriate State Historic Preservation 


Officer or duly authorized Tribal Historic Preservation Officer for tribal 
lands regarding whether properties eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places would be affected; 


e. correspondence with the United States Fish and Wildlife Service (and 
National Marine Fisheries Service, if appropriate) regarding potential 
impacts of the proposed facility on federally listed threatened and 
endangered species; and 


f. for facilities within a designated coastal zone management area, a 
consistency determination or evidence that the owner has requested 
a consistency determination from the state's coastal zone 
management program. 


ii. Address each of the following factors and indicate which ones, if any, 
appear to indicate the need for the Commission to do an environmental 
review of project-related non-jurisdictional facilities. 
a. whether or not the regulated activity comprises “merely a link” in a 


corridor type project (e.g., a transportation or utility transmission 
project) 


b. whether there are aspects of the non-jurisdictional facility in the 
immediate vicinity of the regulated activity which uniquely determine 
the location and configuration of the regulated activity 


c. the extent to which the entire project will be within the Commission's 
jurisdiction 


d. the extent of cumulative federal control and responsibility. 
—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(2)  


Section 1.7 







 


 


3. Provide the following maps and photos: 
i. Current, original United States Geological Survey 7.5-minute series 


topographic maps or maps of equivalent detail, covering at least a 0.5-
mile-wide corridor centered on the pipeline, with integer mileposts 
identified, showing the location of rights-of-way, new access roads, other 
linear construction areas, compressor stations, and pipe storage areas.  
Show nonlinear construction areas on maps at a scale of 1:3,600 or larger 
keyed graphically and by milepost to the right-of-way maps. 


ii. Original aerial images or photographs or photo-based alignment sheets 
based on these sources, not more than 1 year old (unless older ones 
accurately depict current land use and development) and with a scale of 
1:6,000 or larger, showing the proposed pipeline route and location of 
major aboveground facilities, covering at least a 0.5-mile-wide corridor, 
and including mileposts.  Older images/photographs/alignment sheets 
should be modified to show any residences not depicted in the original.  
Alternative formats (e.g., blue-line prints of acceptable resolution) need 
prior approval by the environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 


iii. In addition to the copy required under 18 Code of Federal Regulations 
(“CFR”) §157.6(a)(2) of this chapter, applicant should send two additional 
copies of topographic maps and aerial images/photographs directly to the 
environmental staff of the Office of Energy Projects. 


—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(3) 


Appendix 1A; appendix 1B; construction 
alignment sheets 


4. When new or additional compression is proposed, include large scale (1:3,600 
or greater) plot plans of each compressor station.  The plot plan should 
reference a readily identifiable point(s) on the United States Geological Survey 
maps required in paragraph (c)(3) of this section.  The maps and plot plans 
must identify the location of the nearest noise-sensitive areas (schools, 
hospitals, or residences) within 1 mile of the compressor station, existing and 
proposed compressor and auxiliary buildings, access roads, and the limits of 
areas that would be permanently disturbed—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(4). 


Not Applicable 


5.  
i. Identify facilities to be abandoned, and state how they would be 


abandoned, how the site would be restored, who would own the site or 
right-of-way after abandonment, and who would be responsible for any 
facilities abandoned in place. 


ii. When the right-of-way or the easement would be abandoned, identify 
whether landowners were given the opportunity to request that the 
facilities on their property, including foundations and below ground 
components, be removed.  Identify any landowners whose preferences the 
company does not intend to honor, and the reasons therefore. 


—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5)—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(5) 


Not Applicable 


6. Describe and identify by milepost, proposed construction and restoration 
methods to be used in areas of rugged topography, residential areas, active 
croplands, sites where the pipeline would be located parallel to and under 
roads, and sites where explosives are likely to be used.—18 CFR 
§ 380.12(c)(6) 


Section 1.3 


7. Unless provided in response to Resource Report 5, describe estimated 
workforce requirements, including the number of pipeline construction spreads, 
average workforce requirements for each construction spread and meter or 
compressor station, estimated duration of construction from initial clearing to 
final restoration, and number of personnel to be hired to operate the proposed 
project.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(7) 


Section 1.2 


8. Describe reasonably foreseeable plans for future expansion of facilities, 
including additional land requirements and the compatibility of those plans with 
the current proposal.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(8) 


Section 1.6 


9. Describe all authorizations required to complete the proposed action and the 
status of applications for such authorizations.  Identify environmental mitigation 
requirements specified in any permit or proposed in any permit application to 
the extent not specified elsewhere in this section.—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(9) 


Section 1.8 and table 1.8-1 


10. Provide the names and mailing addresses of all affected landowners specified 
in 18 CFR §157.6(d) and certify that all affected landowners will be notified as 
required in 18 CFR §157.6(d).—18 CFR § 380.12(c)(10) 


Section 1.9; appendix 1G (filed under 
separate cover as Controlled 
Unclassified Information / Privileged and 
Confidential [CUI//PRIV]) 


Additional Information:  







 


 


Provide plot/site plans of all other aboveground facilities that are not completely 
within the right-of-way. 


Appendix 1E (filed under separate cover 
as Controlled Unclassified Information / 
Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information[CUI//CEII]; additional facility 
plot/site plans to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 


Provide detailed typical construction right-of-way cross-section diagrams showing 
information such as widths and relative locations of existing rights-of-way, new 
permanent right-of-way, and temporary construction right-of-way 


Appendix 1C (typical right-of-way cross 
section diagrams to be included in a 
subsequent draft of the resource report) 


Summarize the total acreage of land affected by construction and operation of the 
Project. 


Section 1.1.3 and table 1.1-3 


Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s November 17, 2021 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 
1. Provide all applicable agency correspondence.  This includes letters, meeting 


notes, phone logs, and/or emails where substantive information has been 
discussed or received from relevant federal, state, and local agencies, and 
federally recognized Native American tribes. 


Section 1.8.  Copies of Agency 
Correspondence are included in 
applicable appendices of each resource 
report. 


2. Provide the status of environmental and cultural resources surveys.  Where 
surveys are pending, identify the anticipated completion date and the reason for 
incomplete surveys (for example, landowner access denied). 


The status of environmental surveys is 
discussed in sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of 
Resource Report 2 and in section 3.6 of 
Resource Report 3; the status of cultural 
surveys is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 
of Resource Report 4. 


3. Clarify whether the demand for natural gas service in Kindred and Wahpeton, 
North Dakota is for residential, commercial, or industrial uses. 


Section 1.1.1 


4. Many railroad operators require 24-hour installation of pipelines which cross 
railroads (i.e., boring under the railroad must continue without stopping until the 
railroad is crossed). Clarify if 24-hour construction would be required at any 
railroad crossing. 


Section 1.3.2.3 


5. Clarify if trench dewatering or any other additional activities (beyond those 
listed) may be required up to 24-hours a day. Clarify if lost workdays due to 
poor weather or anticipated poor weather (or any other additional 
circumstances) would result in work on Sundays and/or seven days per week. 


Section 1.2 


6. WBI Energy indicates that farm taps may be installed.   Indicate: 
i. if the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy and if they would be 


within the permanent easement and require new access roads; 
ii. what the tap facility would consist of (e.g., fenced, aboveground, 


belowground); 
iii. when and how the locations for the farm taps would be decided (including 


mapping as appropriate); and 
iv. any impacts that would occur on resources, and measures to be 


implemented to avoid, minimize, or mitigate impacts. 


Section 1.1.3.5 


7. Clarify whether there is potential to partially overlap the construction right-of-
way with abutting rights-of-way in collocated segments. 


Section 1.1.3.1 


8. Clarify the pipeline depth of cover at ditches, which was reported as both 15 
feet (section 1.3.2.1) and 6 feet (section 1.3.2.3). 


Sections 1.3.1.4, 1.3.2.1, and 1.3.2.3 


9. Clarify how roads affected by construction would be returned to as good or 
better condition (e.g., using pre-construction video or photo documentation). 


Section 1.3.2.3 


10. Include details regarding proposed cathodic protection facilities including 
location, dimensions, and type. 


Section 1.1.2.1 


11. In the description of horizontal directional drills (HDD), clarify the specific 
diameter of trees that would not be cut during guide wire installation. Also, 
discuss the feasibility of not removing any woody vegetation during placement 
of the guide wires for an HDD. 


Section 1.3.2.1 


12. Ensure the United States Geological Survey mapping in appendix 1A includes 
mileposts. 


Section 1.2.2 







 


 


13. Provide the following information for all non-jurisdictional facilities: 
i. company/owner; 
ii. type of facility; 
iii. dimensions (pipe diameter, length, dimensions, horsepower, etc., as 


appropriate for any pipelines and land area for other facilities); 
iv. as applicable, maps showing locations of existing facilities and any 


proposed relocations of those existing facilities; and 
v. federal, state, and local permits required and their status, along with any 


surveys conducted. 


Section 1.7 


Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s April 4, 2022 Comments on Draft Resource Report 1: 
1. Indicate if communication towers would be utilized for the planned Project, and 


if so include the applicable information in the appropriate resource reports. 
Section 1.1.2.2 


2. Specify whether block valves would be automatic shut-off or remote controlled. Section 1.1.2.2 
3. Ensure appendix 1A topographic maps depict all access roads. The topographic maps in appendix 1A 


include access roads. 
4. Indicate whether non-jurisdictional facilities, such as power or communication 


facilities, would be needed at valves and pig launchers/receivers.  As applicable 
and if available, include actual or estimated details for non-jurisdictional 
facilities such as corridor lengths and widths, pipeline diameters, land 
requirements, survey status, permitting agencies and status, and maps. 


Section 1.7 


5. Include the size of individual construction workspaces for block valves 2, 4, 5, 
and 6 in table 1.1-3.  Clarify whether during operations these block valves 
would be wholly contained within the 50-foot-wide permanent right-of-way. 


Section 1.1.3 includes a revised table. 


6. Clarify whether well pointing would be needed and if it would occur between 
7:00 pm and 7:00 am. 


Section 1.2 


7. Specify how close (in feet) extra workspaces would be located relative to the 
wetlands described in table 1.3-1 and provide detailed justification as to why the 
workspaces cannot be offset from the wetland boundary by 50 feet.  Describe 
whether there is an alternative to locating extra workspace within the wetland at 
milepost (MP) 36.1 and provide detailed justification if it cannot be relocated. 


See section 1.3 for revised table 1.3-1. 


8. Provide periodic updates to table 1.8-1 as permits, approvals, or consultations 
are obtained/completed. 


See section 1.8 for updated table 1.8-1. 


9. Include a draft Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter Conditions 
which also addresses how plowing of snow would avoid disturbance of soil 
underneath. 


Section 1.2 clarifies that no winter 
construction is planned.  Section 1.3 has 
been revised to remove references to 
snow plowing. 


10. Include in Resource Reports 1 or 6, or in the Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan: 
a. a table listing bore lengths, depths, setbacks (on both sides) from sensitive 


resources (e.g., wetlands, waterbodies), and estimated duration of boring 
operations; 


b. for each bore crossing of perennial waterbodies or wetlands, provide 
subsurface geology and soils data and site-specific risk and feasibility 
assessments for each bore based on desktop resources; 


c. an indication of what instrumentation would be used such as down-hole 
annular pressure tools; and 


d. bore pit dewatering discussion/typical drawings of dewatering devices. 


Section 1.3.2.2 and appendix 6C 
address comment 10.a. 
 
Section 6.7 and appendix 6C address 
comment 10.b. 
 
Section 1.3.2.2 addresses comments 
10.c and 10.d. 


11. Revise the list of individual landowners in appendix 1G to include parcel 
identification numbers that can be matched to the parcel identification numbers 
depicted on the alignment sheets.  


See revised appendix 1G which includes 
a separate list of parcel numbers 
matched to landowner names. 


12. Include figures that illustrate each contractor yard.  Each figure should depict 
the boundary of the yard at a scale of 0.5-inch = 500 feet (1:12,000) on an 
aerial image.  Include the boundaries of any sensitive resources (waterbodies, 
wetlands, and cultural resources) using appropriate filing designations (e.g., 
CUI//PRIV – DO NOT RELEASE).  Clarify the bounds and process if contractor 
yards would be restored “to a condition as specified in landowner agreements.”  


See revised appendix 1B. 







 


 


13. Appendix 1B – Update all alignment sheets to include the following information: 
a. use different symbols for waterbodies and wetlands; 
b. include all wetlands (for example wetlands Wcaa007e and Wccaa009e are 


not included) 
c. ensure waterbody and wetland ID numbers used in table 2.2-1 and 


appendix C match the ID numbers on the alignment sheets (for example, 
table 2.2-1 lists the Sheyenne River as ID scab006p while the alignment 
sheet lists the Sheyenne River as scab005p; table 2.2-1 lists a roadside 
ditch at MP 47.4 as ID sird001e while the alignment sheet lists the 
roadside ditch as srid001e; and appendix 2C lists wetland wria006e at MP 
36.3 while the alignment sheet lists wria006);; 


d. mark the crossing of Antelope Creek on the alignment sheet; 


e. depict the entire length of temporary and permanent access roads using 
different symbols or colors; 


f. depict the survey corridor; 


g. depict the location of all guided bore entry and exit points and 


workspaces; 
h. label all extra workspaces with extra workspace IDs and dimensions 


(ensure labeling is consistent with appendix 8A); 


i. depict locations of farm taps and cathodic protection (once available); 


j. include the Mapleton Compressor Station (including the location of Valve 
#1) and Valve #7 (within the MDU-Wahpeton Border Station); and 


k. clarify if the “Kindred Measurement Tract” and “Wahpeton Transfer Tract” 
are the MDU—Kindred Border Station and MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, respectively. 


Updated alignment sheets are included 
in appendix 1B. 


14. Section 2.2.7 and appendix 1F-2 (Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and 
Operations Plan) states six waterbodies would be crossed via guided 
bore.  However, table 2.2-1 lists eight waterbodies (ten crossings) would be 
crossed via guide bore.  Resolve the apparent discrepancy.  


See corrected appendix IF-2 and section 
2.2.7. 


15. Appendix 1H is referred to as for both names and addresses of affected 
landowners and as “Cumulative Impacts Outreach Correspondence.”  Clarify 
the apparent discrepancy. 


Appendix 1H contains “Cumulative 
Impacts Outreach Correspondence”.  
Appendix 1G contains the “Names and 
Addresses of affected Landowners”. 


16. Include an update of the status and schedule for remaining field surveys, along 
with an indication of the number and amount of parcels lacking survey 
permission. 


WBI Energy has obtained 100 percent 
access to conduct environmental 
surveys.  The specific status of 
environmental surveys is discussed in 
sections 2.2.1 and 2.3.1 of Resource 
Report 2 and in section 3.6 of Resource 
Report 3; the status of cultural surveys 
is discussed in section 4.3.2.1 of 
Resource Report 4.  The remaining 
cultural and biological surveys are 
planned for 2022, weather permitting. 


17. Clarify if the Kindred Airport Runway Expansion from appendix 1I is the same 
as the Robert Odegaard Field Airport Expansion on figure 1.10-1.  


The “Kindred Airport Runway 
Expansion” in appendix 1I is the same 
as the “Robert Odegaard Field Airport 
Expansion” on figure 1.10-1.  Revisions 
to these sources have been made to 
make the name consistent. 


18. Regarding figure 1.10-1: 
a. Clarify if the items depicted in red are planned Project; 
b. Add the following Projects from appendix 1I:  Asmoor Glenn, NDDOT 1 to 


NDDOT 3, NDDOT 6, and NDDOT 9; and components; and 
c. Add FMA Diversion Project Southern Embankment and River Control 


Structures and FMA Diversion Project Diversion Channel to appendix 1I or 
clarify if these projects are consistent with the entry “Fargo-Moorhead 
Area Diversion Project.” 


See updated figure 1.10-1 and updated 
appendix 1I. 







 


 


19. Indicate in section 1.4.2 if FERC staff would be invited to attend environmental 
training. 


Section 1.4.2 
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WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 


1.0 RESOURCE REPORT 1—GENERAL PROJECT DESCRIPTION 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and 
maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The Project will involve the construction of 
approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI 
Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new 
Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, North 
Dakota.  The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a 
new MDU—Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve settings; and 
new pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps 
along the pipeline route.  The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota. 


As required by Title 18 of the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 380.12, WBI Energy 
has prepared this Environmental Report in support of its application to the Federal Energy 
Regulatory Commission (FERC) for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity 
(Certificate) under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act to construct and operate the proposed 
facilities. 


1.1 Project Description 


1.1.1 Purpose and Need 


WBI Energy intends to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the proposed Project 
facilities to provide an incremental 20,600 equivalent dekatherms per day of firm natural gas 
transportation capacity to meet a growing demand for natural gas in southeastern North Dakota.  
The Project is supported by a binding Precedent Agreement with MDU for 20,000 equivalent 
dekatherms per day of firm natural gas transportation service to provide additional uninterrupted 
natural gas service to the community of Wahpeton and to extend natural gas service to the 
community of Kindred.  MDU’s Distribution System will be built to provide natural gas to industrial, 
commercial, and residential customers.  The target in-service date for the Project is 
November 1, 2024. 


1.1.2 Location and Description of Facilities 


The Project will include the construction and operation of approximately 60.5 miles of new 
12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline, minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station, 
the construction of the new MDU—Kindred and MDU—Wahpeton Border Stations, seven block 
valve settings, and four pig launcher/receiver settings.  The Project may also include newly 
constructed farms taps along the pipeline route, the locations of which have yet to be determined.  
The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota (see 
figure 1.1-1).  Topographic route maps depicting the location of the proposed pipeline route and 
aboveground facility sites are provided in appendix 1A.  Appendix 1B contains the aerial-based 
construction alignment sheets for the Project.  Information on the existing land uses along the 
proposed pipeline and within the aboveground facility sites is provided in Resource Report 8.  
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1.1.2.1 Pipeline Facilities 


The Project pipeline consists of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas 
pipeline.  The Project pipeline will be designed and constructed to allow for bi-directional flow and 
will have a maximum allowable operating pressure of 1,440 pounds per square inch gauge.  The 
pipeline will begin at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota in Cass County (milepost [MP] 0.0) and end at the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station 
near Wahpeton, North Dakota in Richland County (MP 60.5).  As indicated in table 1.1-1, the first 
approximately 24.7 miles of the Project will be in Cass County.  The remainder (approximately 
35.8 miles) of the Project will be in Richland County.   


TABLE 1.1-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Pipeline Facilities 


Pipeline Facilities County 
Approximate MPs Length 


(miles) a Begin End 
New Pipeline     
 Cass 0.0 24.7 24.7 


 Richland 24.7 60.5 35.8 
Total New Pipeline Length    60.5 
____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum of 


the addends. 
 


1.1.2.2 Aboveground Facilities 


In addition to the new pipeline facilities described above, the Project will include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; the construction of the new MDU—Kindred 
Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota and the new MDU—Wahpeton Border Station; seven 
block valve settings; and four pig launcher/receiver settings (collocated at Valves #1, #2, #5, and 
#7).  The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.  The 
proposed aboveground facilities are summarized in table 1.1-2 and described in more detail 
below. 


TABLE 1.1-2 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 


Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 


Compressor Station    


Mapleton Compressor Station  0.0 Cass Installation of additional equipment and facilities within the 
fence line of the existing compressor station for the tie-in of the 
Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing transmission system.  
There will be no additional horsepower added as part of the 
Project. 


Delivery Stations   


MDU—Kindred Border Station  23.4 Cass New delivery station. 


MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station 


60.5 Richland New delivery station. 
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TABLE 1.1-2 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed New and Modified Aboveground Facilities 


Facility Type and Name 
Approximate 
MP County Description 


Other Appurtenant Facilities   


Valve Site #1 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


0.0 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
Mapleton Compressor Station fence line. 


Valve Site #2 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


11.6 Cass New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 


Valve Site #3 23.4 Cass  New block valve installed within the MDU—Kindred Border 
Station. 


Valve Site #4 31.3 Richland New block valve. 
Valve Site #5 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


39.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver. 


Valve Site #6 48.9 Richland New block valve. 
Valve Site #7 and pig 
launcher/receiver 


60.5 Richland New block valve and pig launcher/receiver installed within the 
MDU—Wahpeton Border Station. 


Farm Taps TBD TBD Installation of a new tap, riser, and valve. 
____________________ 
TBD = To be determined 


 
Modifications at Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 


WBI Energy proposes to install equipment and interconnecting piping facilities at the 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station for the tie-in of the Project pipeline to WBI Energy’s existing 
Line Sections 31 and 24 via a transfer grid at the station.  Facilities will include a regulator, meter, 
station piping, and valves.  All proposed modifications will be within WBI Energy’s existing parcel 
for the station.  No new or modified compression or other air emission sources will be added to 
the existing compressor station.  A block valve setting (Valve #1) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the compressor station boundary.  


MDU Border Stations and Other Appurtenant Facilities 


WBI Energy will construct two delivery stations, seven block valve settings, four pig 
launcher/receiver settings, and other appurtenant facilities.   


The new delivery stations will serve as the interconnect between WBI Energy’s 
transmission pipeline system and MDU’s Distribution System.  The MDU—Kindred Border Station 
will be located approximately 1 mile east of Kindred, North Dakota at approximate MP 23.4.  The 
station will include the installation of a meter, filter, valves, communication equipment, station 
piping, and appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the 
equipment.  A security fence will be installed around the delivery station with a permanent access 
road to be constructed north of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #3) will also be installed 
within the MDU—Kindred Border Station boundary. 


The MDU—Wahpeton Border Station will be located at the terminus of the Project Pipeline 
at MP 60.5, approximately 2 miles northwest of Wahpeton, North Dakota.  The station will include 
the installation of meters, a filter, valves, communication equipment, station piping, and 
appurtenant facilities.  A meter building and a communications building will house the equipment.  
A security fence will be installed around the delivery station and a permanent access road will be 
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constructed south of the station.  A block valve setting (Valve #7) and a pig launcher/receiver 
setting will also be installed within the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station boundary. 


Seven block valve settings will be installed along the length of the pipeline.  WBI Energy 
anticipates that remote-controlled actuation will be installed with all in-line block valves.  All valve 
settings will be installed per Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration 
requirements.  Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station 
at MP 0.0.  Valves #3 and #7 will be constructed and operated within the construction and 
operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station at MP 23.4 and the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station at MP 60.5, respectively, and the remaining four block valve settings will be 
installed in between those points.  Additionally, four pig launcher/receiver settings will be installed 
and collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7.  Each facility not collocated within the compressor 
or delivery stations will be fenced and new permanent access roads will be built to access the 
facility. 


As described in section 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also install cathodic 
protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external corrosion of 
the underground facilities.  The cathodic protection system will impart a low-voltage current to the 
pipeline to offset natural soil corrosion potential should the coating become damaged over the life 
of the pipeline.  Specifics regarding the locations and design of these systems are still being 
determined, but facilities will include a new Cathodic Protection Unit and ground bed at the MDU—
Kindred Border Station.  WBI Energy will also connect the system to an existing rectifier at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station.  Test lead locations will be installed along the proposed pipeline 
and will be located directly over the top of the pipe.   


No communication towers will be installed as part of the Project. 


The Project may include farm taps along the pipeline route and locations of the farm taps 
have not yet been determined. 


1.1.3 Land Requirements 


Table 1.1-3 summarizes the land requirements for the Project.  More detailed information 
regarding land requirements and use will be provided in Resource Report 8.  Construction of the 
Project will affect approximately 791.5 acres of land, including the pipeline construction right-of-
way, additional temporary workspace (ATWS), contractor yards, temporary and permanent 
access roads, and aboveground facilities.  Following construction, approximately 419.0 acres—
including the temporary construction right-of-way, ATWS, contractor yards, temporary access 
roads, and the ATWS at aboveground facility sites—will revert to preconstruction conditions and 
uses.  The remaining approximately 372.5 acres—including the permanent pipeline easement, 
permanent aboveground facility sites, and permanent access roads—will be retained for operation 
of the Project facilities.  However, most uses, such as current agricultural uses, will be allowed to 
resume on the permanent pipeline easement after the pipeline is installed. 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Summary of Land Requirements a 


Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 


New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 


Pipeline Right-of-Way b    


Project Pipeline Cass, Richland 544.8 365.7 


ATWSc Cass,Richland 113.0 0.0 


Subtotal  657.8 365.7 


Contractor Yards    


Kost Yard Cass 34.2 0.0 


Kindred Yard Cass 4.1 0.0 


Comstock South Yardd  Richland 4.7 0.0 


Comstock North Yarde Richland 21.0 0.0 


Wahpeton City Yard Richland 28.5 0.0 


Subtotal  92.5 0.0 


Access Roads    


Temporary access roads Cass/Richland 24.4 0.0 


Permanent access roads Cass/Richland 3.2 3.2 


Subtotal  27.6 3.2 


Aboveground Facilities    


Mapleton Compressor Station Cass 2.9 0 


MDU—Kindred Border Stationf Cass 4.1 1.7 


MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Stationf 


Richland 4.0  1.7 


Valve Site #1 g Cass 0.0 0.0 


Valve Site #2 Cass 0.7 0.1 


Valve Site #3 g Cass 0.0 0.0 


Valve Site #4 Richland 0.5 <0.1 


Valve Site #5 Richland 1.0 0.1 


Valve Site #6 Richland 0.4 <0.1 


Valve Site #7 g Richland 0.0 0.0 


Pig launchers/receivers h Cass/Richland  0.0 0.0 


Cathodic Protection Facilities i Cass/Richland 0.0 0.0 


Subtotal  13.6 3.6 


PROJECT TOTAL  791.5 372.5 
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TABLE 1.1-3 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Summary of Land Requirements a 


Facility County 
Land Affected During 
Construction (acres) 


New Land Affected During 
Operation (acres) 


____________________ 
a The numbers in this table have been rounded for presentation purposes; as a result, the totals may not reflect the sum 


of the addends. 
b Based on a 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way for the 12-inch-diameter pipeline and a 50-foot-wide permanent 


right-of-way.  Includes the cathodic protection facilities (the locations of which have not yet been determined), which are 
expected to be installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities. 


c Includes ATWS associated with pipeline. 
d The Comstock South Yard (formally the Wahpeton Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 


reports. 
e The Comstock North Yard (formally the Comstock Yard) was renamed after WBI Energy submitted its draft resource 


reports. 


f The acreage for these aboveground facilities excludes the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-way within the 
temporary construction footprint of the facility.  This acreage is attributed under the acreage for the pipeline. 


g Valve #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor Station fence line.  Valves #3 and #7 will be 
constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and 
the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  Land requirements for Valves #1, #3, and #7 are accounted for in 
the land requirements for the compressor station modification and MDU Border Stations.  


h The four pig launcher/receiver settings will be collocated with Valves #1, #2, #5, and #7; therefore, land requirements 
for the pig launchers/receivers are accounted for in the land requirements for the four valve sites or other aboveground 
facilities (i.e., the compressor station modifications and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station). 


i The specific locations of the cathodic protection facilities are still being determined.  These facilities are expected to be 
installed within the currently proposed workspace for the pipeline and aboveground facilities.  


 
1.1.3.1 Pipeline Right-of-Way 


Construction of the proposed 12-inch-diameter pipeline will require a standard 
75 -foot-wide construction right-of-way in both uplands and wetlands.  As shown in the drawings 
provided in appendix 1C, the construction right-of-way typically will consist of a 50-foot-wide 
working side and a 25-foot-wide spoil side to provide sufficient workspace to accommodate topsoil 
storage while allowing safe passage of construction equipment and material along the working 
side of the right-of-way during construction.  Following construction and restoration of the 
disturbed areas, a 50-foot-wide permanent easement (25 feet on either side of the pipeline 
centerline) will be retained for pipeline operations.  WBI Energy’s retention of this permanent 
easement will not preclude agricultural use of the permanent easement following construction 
with the exception of excavations or the building of new structures.  In total, construction of the 
pipeline right-of-way, not including ATWS, will require approximately 544.8 acres, of which 
approximately 365.7 acres will be retained as a permanent easement.  Appendix 1C provides 
typical pipeline construction right-of-way cross sections. 


To minimize the creation of new corridors, WBI Energy proposes to collocate new pipeline 
facilities along road corridors, utilities, and property lines to the extent practicable.  However, to 
avoid conflicts, WBI Energy has not designed the pipeline right-of-way to overlap with the 
operational rights-of-way of other roads, pipelines, electric transmission lines, or utilities.  As 
shown in the summary table in appendix 1D, the new pipeline will be collocated (i.e., within 
150 feet of the road/utility) with roads, railroads, or electric transmission lines for 31.0 miles (or 
51 percent) of its length, including the following: 


• 22.9 miles (38 percent) along roads; 
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• 6.0 miles (10 percent) along railroads; and 


• 2.1 miles (3 percent) along electric transmission lines. 


1.1.3.2 Additional Temporary Workspace 


ATWS outside of the 75-foot-wide construction right-of-way will be required for certain 
road crossings, points of intersection along the route, areas where special construction methods 
will be implemented (e.g., the guided bore method), and areas where additional space is needed 
for storage of stripped topsoil.  In total, use of ATWS during construction will affect approximately 
113.0 acres, all of which will be restored to preconstruction condition.  Locations of ATWS are 
provided in appendix 8A of Resource Report 8 and depicted on the route maps provided in 
appendices 1A and 1B. 


Unless topographic or other factors impose constraints, ATWS will be set back at least 
50 feet from the edges of waterbodies and wetlands except where the adjacent upland consists 
of actively cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land.  WBI Energy is requesting 
modifications to FERC’s Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures (FERC 
Procedures)1 for the site-specific locations where less than a 50-foot setback from the edges of 
wetlands is proposed (see section 1.3). 


1.1.3.3 Contractor Yards 


WBI Energy has identified five contractor yards for office trailers, parking, vehicle 
maintenance, and storage of pipe and equipment to be used by the contractor before and during 
construction of the Project (see table 1.1-3).  Contractor yards are depicted on the Project route 
maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B.  


As shown in table 1.1-3, use of the contractor yards will affect approximately 92.5 acres.  
WBI Energy has adjusted and minimized the workspace for its contractor yards since filing the 
draft resource reports to avoid wetlands and forested areas to the extent possible.  Preparation 
of the contractor yards will consist of topsoil segregation, minor grading, and leveling; however, 
these impacts will be temporary.  Contractor yards will be restored to preconstruction conditions 
in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan (FERC 
Plan)2 or to a condition as specified in landowner agreements. 


1.1.3.4 Temporary and Permanent Access Roads 


WBI Energy will use existing public and private access roads on a temporary basis to 
transport personnel, equipment, vehicles, and materials to the proposed Project work areas 
during construction.  Standard-maintenance public roads will be used for access without 
modification or improvement.  Some minimum-maintenance public roads and private roads, 
however, may require improvement to safely accommodate Project equipment and vehicles—
including the following:  grading; widening (including the access road entrances off of public 
roads), placement of gravel or crushed rock for stability, and surface improvement; replacing or 
installing culverts; and clearing of overhead vegetation, if present.  A list of these roads is provided 


                                                 
1  The FERC Procedures is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 
2  The FERC Plan is available online:  http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp. 



http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp

http://www.ferc.gov/industries/gas/enviro/guidelines.asp
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in appendix 8B of Resource Report 8.  Locations of access roads are depicted on the Project 
route maps provided as appendices 1A and 1B. 


WBI Energy will use 80 temporary access roads.  Use of the temporary access roads will 
affect approximately 24.4 acres (see table 1.1-3).  WBI Energy will document existing road 
conditions (likely using photography) prior to construction and will restore any access roads that 
are damaged by the Project to pre-disturbed or better condition in accordance with landowner or 
road agency requirements.  As a result, the Project will have no permanent impact on these roads.  
WBI Energy is requesting modifications to FERC Procedures for the site-specific locations where 
a small number of new or modified access roads require crossing wetlands (see section 1.3). 


As currently designed, WBI Energy will construct seven permanent access roads that will 
be required to access the new MDU—Kindred Border Station, the new MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station, the four new block valve setting sites (Valve #2, #4, #5, and #6) not collocated with 
another Project facility, and the Project right-of-way.  These permanent access roads will affect 
3.2 acres.  The new roads to the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border 
Station will be gravel.  The new roads to the block valve setting and pig launcher/receiver sites 
will be gravel and/or dirt.  If additional access roads are required for construction or operation of 
the Project at a later date, WBI Energy will submit a variance request to FERC for approval to use 
the road and complete all appropriate federal, state, and local permitting associated with the 
Project change.  


1.1.3.5 Aboveground Facilities 


Modifications at the Existing Mapleton Compressor Station 


Proposed modifications at WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station at MP 0.0 
will occur within the existing fence line of the compressor station in areas that are currently part 
of the operational footprint of the compressor station.  WBI Energy plans to use the available 
space within the existing fence line for construction activities comprising approximately 2.9 acres.  
However, no new operational right-of-way will be required at the compressor station.  A plot plan 
for the modifications at the compressor station is provided as appendix 1E (filed under separate 
cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy Infrastructure 
Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”). 


MDU Border Stations, Block Valve Settings, Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings, and 
Cathodic Protection Systems 


WBI Energy is finalizing the details for the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station, block valve settings, pig launcher/receiver settings, and other 
appurtenant facilities.  The current design includes approximately 4.1 acres to construct the 
MDU—Kindred Border Station and approximately 4.0 acres to construct the MDU—Wahpeton 
Border Station.  These acreages do not include the temporary and permanent pipeline right-of-
way within the temporary construction footprint of each facility.  Approximately 1.7 acres of the 
construction workspace (approximately 200 feet wide by 360 feet long) will be retained to operate 
each MDU Border Station.  Plot plans for the border stations are provided in appendix 1E (filed 
under separate cover in Volume III as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy 
Infrastructure Information [CUI//CEII] and is marked as “CUI//CEII – DO NOT RELEASE”).  
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Valve and Pig Launcher/Receiver Settings 


Typical drawings for block valve settings and pig launcher/receiver settings are provided 
in appendix 1B.  Valve Site #1 will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton Compressor 
Station fence line.  The land for the construction and operation of this facility is included in the 
land requirements at the Mapleton Compressor Station described above.  Valve Sites #3 and #7 
will be constructed and operated within the construction and operational footprints and fence lines 
of the MDU—Kindred Border Station and the MDU—Wahpeton Border Station, respectively.  
Construction of Valve Sites #2, #4, #5, and #6 will each require between 0.4 and 1.0 acre of land.  
The operational footprint of Valve Sites #4 and #6 will be approximately 45 feet wide by 55 feet 
long (less than 0.1 acre) and will not extend past the width of the permanent pipeline right-of-way.  
The operational footprint for Valve Sites #2 and #5, which will also include a pig launcher/receiver, 
will be approximately 60 feet wide by 80 feet long (about 0.1 acre) and, therefore, will extend 5 
feet beyond either side of the permanent right-of-way for the pipeline.  


The first pig launcher/receiver setting will be constructed and operated within the Mapleton 
Compressor Station fence line.  The remaining three pig launcher/receiver settings will be 
collocated with Valves #2, #5, and #7.  The land required for these facilities is included in the 
compressor station and block valve requirements described above. 


Cathodic Protection Systems 


As described in sections 1.1.2.2 and 11.2.4 of Resource Report 11, WBI Energy will also 
install cathodic protection systems at various points along the proposed pipeline to inhibit external 
corrosion of the underground facilities.  The specific locations of these facilities are still being 
determined.   


Farm Taps 


Specific details regarding the number and locations of farm taps are still being determined.  
WBI Energy will provide more details and maps regarding farm taps when available.  It is 
anticipated that the farm taps would be installed by WBI Energy within the proposed permanent 
right-of-way.  Each tap setting would consist of valves, pipes, and a small fence enclosure typically 
4 feet square and 3 feet high.  If the setting is in or near a cultivated field, a high visibility marker 
will make the setting easier to see.  The FERC Plan and FERC Procedures would be implemented 
to minimize the impact of these facilities. 


1.2 Construction Schedule and Workforce 


WBI Energy anticipates that the commencement of certain preconstruction activities (e.g., 
establishing pipe and contractor yards) may occur in the fall of 2023, with construction of the 
Project beginning in April 2024 subject to the receipt of necessary permits and regulatory 
approvals.  WBI Energy anticipates that construction of the Project facilities will be completed by 
October 2024 with all facilities being placed into service by November 2024. 


Based on the current 2024 construction schedule and November 2024 in-service date, 
WBI Energy anticipates that no construction will be necessary during winter or snow conditions.  
However, if a change in the construction schedule necessitates that construction activities occur 
during the winter months, WBI Energy will file a Plan for Construction and Stabilization in Winter 
Conditions with FERC for review/approval prior to conducting winter construction activities.  
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Construction activities will generally occur Monday through Saturday from 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
local time.  However, certain activities may occur up to 24 hours per day, including on Sundays 
and on potentially federal holidays.  These activities include guided bore operations, hydrostatic 
testing and associated activities, critical tie-ins, trench dewatering (if necessary), completing 
in-progress construction activities and wetland/waterbody crossings, incident response 
procedures/measures, emergency equipment repairs/maintenance, and aboveground facility 
commissioning.  WBI Energy does not anticipate wellpoint dewatering methods will be used for 
the Project.  If used, the well point operations would be conducted during normal working hours 
(generally Monday through Saturday 7:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m). 


WBI Energy currently anticipates that construction of the proposed pipeline will be 
accomplished using one or two construction spreads with a combined peak temporary workforce 
of about 225 people and an average workforce of about 175 people, including inspection crews.  
Construction of the aboveground facilities and modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station 
will require a temporary workforce of about 15 additional people working for up to seven weeks 
at each facility.  WBI Energy is still evaluating operational staffing needs but anticipates one new 
hire to assist in operation and maintenance of the new facilities.  Additional information regarding 
construction and permanent workforce requirements is provided in Resource Report 5. 


1.3 Construction and Restoration Procedures 


The Project will be designed, constructed, modified, tested, operated, and maintained in 
accordance with all applicable requirements defined by the United States Department of 
Transportation (U.S. DOT)—Pipeline and Hazardous Materials Safety Administration regulations 
in 49 CFR 192, Transportation of Natural and Other Gas by Pipeline:  Minimum Federal Safety 
Standards; by 18 CFR 380.15, Siting and Maintenance Requirements; and by other applicable 
federal, state, and local regulations—except as otherwise specified in this application or approved 
by the appropriate regulatory agency. 


WBI Energy proposes to conduct Project activities in accordance with the 2013 versions 
of the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures with the exception of the proposed modifications to 
section VI.B.1 of the FERC Procedures (see table 1.3-1).  WBI Energy notes that wetlands 
identified in Resource Report 2 are based on delineations performed in accordance with the U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers requirements.  However, section VI.B.1.a of the FERC Procedures does 
not require site-specific modifications for extra work areas within 50 feet of a wetland boundary if 
“the adjacent upland consists of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land”.  Therefore, 
table 1.3-1 only requests modifications in instances where the adjacent upland does not consist 
of cultivated or rotated cropland or other disturbed land. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


VI.B.1.a Locate all extra 
workspace (ATWS; 
such as staging areas 
and additional spoil 
storage areas) at 
least 50 feet away 
from wetland 
boundaries, except 
where the adjacent 
upland consists of 
cultivated or rotated 
cropland or other 
disturbed land. 


33.4/33.5 Locate ATWS 
159 and 
ATWS 160 in 
an emergent 
wetland 
wrib007e  


 


ATWSs in 
wetland 
wrib007e 


The ATWSs south of the road (ATWS 156 and ATWS 160) are needed for staging and 
spoil storage associated with the guided bore of County Road 2.  This workspace is 
located in an agricultural hay field that includes emergent wetland wrib007e.  The 
wetland begins between MPs 33.4 and 33.5, about 95 feet south of the road and 
extends south from there for approximately 550 feet.  Most of ATWS 156 and a small 
portion of ATWS 160 are located in wrib007e (but most of ATWS 160 is 40 or more 
feet from the edge of the wetland).  To avoid having ATWS in this wetland, either the 
road bore, which is about 185 feet long, would need to be extended or spoil from the 
road bore would need to be moved another 590 feet further south.  The first option 
would nearly quadruple the length of the bore.  The second would require additional 
equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the bore spoil to the new 
ATWS outside of the wetland.  Neither of these options is practicable or warranted 
given that its implementation of the Procedures will protect and restore the wetland.  
Additionally, only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the workspace 
(construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists mostly (90 
percent cover) of foxtail barley and lesser amounts of other mostly fast growing 
species including yellow foxtail and reed canary grass, which will quickly recolonize 
any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will protect and restore wetland wrib007e by 
implementing FERC’s procedures.   


35.65 Locate 
ATWSs 165 
and 166 
within 50 feet 
of an 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib016e 
associated 
with a road 
ditch adjacent 
to 62nd Street 
SE. 


 


ATWSs 
within 14 to 
15 feet of 
wetland 
wrib016e 
and within 40 
feet of 
wetland 
wrib017e 


The ATWS south of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with the 
guided bore of 62nd Street SE.  This workspace is located in open land between 
emergent wetland wrib016e, adjacent to the road and emergent wetland wrib017e to the 
south.  Both wetlands are dominated by the following three species in different 
proportions:  narrowleaf cattail, reed canary grass, and prairie cordgrass.  ATWSs 165 
and 166 are approximately 14 to 15 feet from the wetland wrib016e and 40 feet from 
wrib017e, respectively.  There is not enough distance between these 2 wetlands to 
maintain the ATWS 50 feet from both wetlands.  WBI Energy elected to position the 
workspace closer to wrib016e in the road ditch to maintain the ATWS further from the 
larger wetland wrib017e.  WBI Energy’s implementation of the construction and 
restoration measures of the FERC Procedures including the installation, maintenance, 
and monitoring of erosions and sediment controls will protect wetlands wrib016e and 
wrib017e. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


36.1 Locate ATS 
167 in 
emergent 
wetland 
wrib019e. 


ATWS is 
within 
wetland 
wrib019e 


The ATWS north of the road is needed for staging and spoil storage associated with 
the guided bore of 168th Avenue SE.  The ATWS is located within emergent wetland 
wrib019e, which is dominated primarily by reed canary grass but includes lesser 
amounts (less than 10 percent cover) of goldenrod species, sandbar willow, peachleaf 
willow, and gray dogwood.  The ATWS is approximately 170 from the road but the 
wetland extends north from the road beyond the ATWS.  To avoid having ATWS in this 
wetland, either the road bore, which is about 270 feet long, would need to be extended 
or spoil from the road bore would need to be moved another approximately 600 feet 
further north.  The first option would nearly triple the length of the bore.  The second 
would require additional equipment traffic back and forth within the wetland to relay the 
bore spoil to the new ATWS outside of the wetland.  Moving the ATWS north would 
also encroach on one of the few forested wetlands on the Project.  Neither of these 
options is practicable.  Only 0.9 acre of the emergent wetland will be affected by the 
workspace (construction right-of-way and ATWS) for the bore and the wetland consists 
mostly (75 percent cover) of fast growing reed canary grass, which, along with the 
other existing species, will quickly recolonize any disturbed areas.  WBI Energy will 
implement the FERC Procedures to protect and restore this wetland.  


VI.B.1.d The only access 
roads, other than the 
construction right-of-
way, that can be used 
in wetlands are those 
existing roads that 
can be used with no 
modifications or 
improvements, other 
than routine repair, 
and no impact on the 
wetland. 


5.1 
 


Access Road 
(AR) 005 
 


Crosses 
wetland 


 


New temporary AR005 crosses emergent wetland wcaa009e east of 165th Avenue SE.  
This wetland is covered almost entirely (98 percent cover) with reed canary grass.  
This wetland needs to be crossed to access the north side of the Burlington Northern 
Santa Fe Railroad bore at MP 5.1.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Approximately 0.11 acre of this wetland 
will be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect 
the wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer 
needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC 
Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the 
wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing reed canary grass, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


9.9 AR 013 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR 013 crosses emergent wetland wcaa007e.  This 
wetland needs to be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with 
the bore of wetland wcaa006e.  This wetland is dominated by reed canary grass (95 
percent cover) and narrowleaf cattail (5percent cover).  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new road may include grading, widening, and placement of 
mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.02 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


13.7 AR 018 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing/New temporary access road AR 018 crosses emergent wetland wacb003e, 
which is associated with a road ditch that runs along the east side of 166th Avenue SE 
on the south side of 44 Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by needle spikerush, 
dark-green bulrush, narrowleaf cattail, and swamp smartweed.  This wetland needs to 
be crossed for equipment to access the workspace associated with the 44th Street 
SE/right-of-way from the 166th Avenue SE road bore.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the new portion of the road and modifications to the existing 
portions may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now. 
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


14.7 AR019 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR019 crosses emergent wetland wcab004e, which is 
associated with a road ditch that runs along the west side of 166th Avenue SE on the 
south side of 45th Street SE.  This wetland is dominated by swamp smartweed, prairie 
cordgrass, redroot pigweed (red-root or common amaranth), narrowleaf cattail, and 
smaller amounts of needle spikerush.  This wetland needs to be crossed for equipment 
to access the workspace associated with the 45th Street SE/right-of-way from 166th 
Avenue SE road bore right-of-way from 166th Avenue SE.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on this access road may include grading, widening, and placement 
of mats, gravel, and/or culverts.  Approximately 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within 
the temporary construction footprint of the road.  Following construction when the road 
is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the 
FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from 
the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland 
consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will 
be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


31.3 AR034 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing/New permanent access road AR034 crosses emergent wetland wria003e, 
which is in the road ditch on the north side of 58th Street SE.  This wetland is 
dominated by needle spikerush, dark-green bullrush, reed canary grass, and 
narrowleaf cattail.  WBI Energy needs to cross the wetland to access the Valve #4 site 
during construction and for later operation of the valve.  As described in the table in 
appendix 8B, work on the road may include grading, widening, and placement of mats, 
gravel, and/or culverts.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
construction and permanent footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect adjacent 
wetland areas through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of 
erosion and sediment controls.  Following installation of the road, WBI Energy will 
remove any mats, culverts, or gravel that are not needed for the permanent road and 
restore any portions of the wetland that are temporarily affected.  Given that the 
wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any temporarily impacted areas of the 
wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is 
in the wetland now.   
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


34.5 AR038 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR038 crosses emergent wetland wrib021e, which is 
located in a field south of 61st SE.  The predominant vegetation in this wetland is foxtail 
barley, goldenrod species, reed canary grass, and all other species constituting 10 
percent cover or less.  WBI Energy’s crossing of this wetland will minimize equipment 
traffic crossing the wetland on the right-of-way and potentially minimize tree clearing.  
As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, 
and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  
Approximately 0.26 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction 
footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of 
the Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following 
construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected 
wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is 
needed will be removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be 
restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of 
the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to 
what is in the wetland now. 


  43.4 AR046 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing temporary access road AR046 crosses emergent wetland wria010e, which is 
in a road ditch on the west side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (60 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed canary grass, 
perennial sow thistle, and yellow foxtail (each less than five percent cover).  As 
described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including grading, widening, and 
placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less 
than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary construction footprint of the 
road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through implementation of the FERC 
Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment controls.  Following construction 
when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area 
pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be 
removed from the wetland and the preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that 
the wetland consists mostly of fast growing species, any areas of the wetland that are 
disturbed will be quickly recolonized with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland 
now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


  44.2 AR046.1 Crosses 
wetland 


Existing temporary access road AR046.1 crosses emergent wetland wria014e, which 
is in a road ditch on the west side of  172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail (80 percent cover) with lesser amounts of reed needle spikerush 
(about 10 percent cover).  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications 
including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be 
needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the 
temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland 
through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and 
sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI 
Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any 
mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


  46.3 AR049 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR049 crosses emergent wetland wrid001e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
broadleaf cattail.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, modifications including 
grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or culverts may be needed for 
this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will be within the temporary 
construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the wetland through 
implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion and sediment 
controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, WBI Energy will 
restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  Any mats, 
culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  
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TABLE 1.3-1 
 


Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Proposed Modifications to the FERC Plan and FERC Procedures 


Procedures 
Section 
Number Measure 


 
 
MP 


Proposed 
Modification 


 
Distance to 
Wetland 


Justification for 
Proposed Modification 


  47.3 AR051 Crosses 
wetland 


New temporary access road AR051 crosses emergent wetland wrid003e, which is in a 
road ditch on the east side of 172nd Avenue SE.  This wetland is dominated by 
narrowleaf cattail and reed canary grass.  As described in the table in appendix 8B, 
modifications including grading, widening, and placement of mats, gravel, and/or 
culverts may be needed for this access road.  Less than 0.01 acre of this wetland will 
be within the temporary construction footprint of the road.  WBI Energy will protect the 
wetland through implementation of the FERC Procedures including the use of erosion 
and sediment controls.  Following construction when the road is no longer needed, 
WBI Energy will restore the affected wetland area pursuant to the FERC Procedures.  
Any mats, culverts, or gravel that is needed will be removed from the wetland and the 
preconstruction grade will be restored.  Given that the wetland consists mostly of fast 
growing species, any areas of the wetland that are disturbed will be quickly recolonized 
with vegetation similar to what is in the wetland now.  


 







Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—General Project Description 


 


Final 1-19 May 2022 


WBI Energy will implement additional construction, restoration, and mitigation plans 
prepared for the Project.  These will, or may, include the following as needed:  Spill Prevention, 
Control, and Countermeasures Plan (provided in appendix 1F-1) and Guided Bore Drilling Fluid 
Monitoring and Operations Plan (provided in appendix 1F-2); Fugitive Dust Control Plan (provided 
in appendix 9A); Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Contaminated Environmental Media 
(provided in appendix 2A); Noxious Weed Management Plan (provided in appendix 3C); Plan for 
Unanticipated Discovery of Historic Properties or Human Remains during Construction (provided 
in appendix 4G); and Plan for Unanticipated Discovery of Paleontological Resources During 
Construction (provided in appendix 6A) and Blasting Plan (provided in appendix 6B). 


1.3.1 General Pipeline Construction Procedures 


Construction of the proposed pipeline will follow industry-standard practices and 
procedures as described below.  Conventional open-ditch construction methods will be used to 
install most of the proposed pipeline.  In a typical scenario, construction involves a series of 
discrete activities conducted in a linear sequence.  These include survey and staking; right-of-way 
clearing and grading; pipe stringing, bending, and welding; trenching; lowering-in and backfilling; 
hydrostatic testing; final tie-in; commissioning; and right-of-way cleanup and restoration.  
Figure 1.3-1 illustrates each of the steps in a typical construction scenario.  A description of each 
step in the process is provided in the following sections. 


 







WBI ENERGY TRANSMISSION, INC. 
2010 Montana Avenue 


Glendive, MT  59330 
(406) 359-7200


www.wbienergy.com 


September 13, 2021 


U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
Region 6 
North Dakota Field Office 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926 


Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 


To Whom it may Concern: 


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 


This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 


The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Tewaukon Wetland Management District 
9754 143 ½ Avenue SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
701-724-3598 
tewaukon@fws.gov 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
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the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 
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September 13, 2021 
 
 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Region 6 
Valley City Wetland Management District 
11515 River Road 
Valley City, ND 58072 
(701)-845-3466 
 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
  Cass and Richland Counties, North Dakota 
 
To Whom it may Concern: 
 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates a natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in 
southeastern North Dakota. The Wahpeton Expansion Project will involve 
constructing approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline 
from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North 
Dakota, to a new delivery station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The project will 
include minor modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station and a new 
delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota. The enclosed map shows the 
preliminary proposed pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 
 
This project will allow WBI Energy to transport an additional 20.6 million cubic 
feet of natural gas per day to help meet growing demand for natural gas in 
southeastern North Dakota. Montana-Dakota Utilities Co., a local distribution 
company, has engaged WBI Energy to construct this project to fulfill Wahpeton 
customers’ needs for additional uninterrupted natural gas supply and to extend 
natural gas service to Kindred, at the request of city officials and residents. 
 
The project is regulated by the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) 
under Section 7(c) of the Natural Gas Act. Under the Energy Policy Act of 2005, 
FERC is the lead agency for coordinating federal authorizations and complying 
with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) on natural gas pipeline 
projects subject to its jurisdiction. WBI Energy plans to submit an application with 
the FERC in May 2022 for a Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity to 
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construct and operate the proposed pipeline and associated facilities. 
Applications for other federal or state authorizations will be submitted prior to or 
at approximately the same time as the FERC application, or on timelines defined 
by the appropriate federal or state regulations. Pending regulatory approvals, 
WBI Energy anticipates beginning construction in early 2024, with the new 
facilities in service by November 2024.  
 
WBI Energy plans to file a request with the FERC to use the FERC’s pre-filing 
process for the project. This process will provide agencies, landowners, and other 
stakeholders the opportunity to work with WBI Energy and the FERC to identify 
and resolve environmental issues prior to the filing of the Certificate application, 
which will result in a more efficient regulatory review process. WBI Energy plans 
to submit its request to use the pre-filing process in late September 2021 and 
anticipates receiving FERC’s approval to use the process in early October 2021. 
Pending FERC’s approval, WBI Energy will also hire and fund a third-party 
environmental consultant to assist FERC in the preparation of the NEPA document 
for the project.   
 
WBI Energy has retained Environmental Resources Management (ERM) to 
provide environmental support services for the project. An ERM representative 
and/or FERC staff will be in touch with you in the near future to gauge your 
interest in participating in the pre-filing process, provide additional information, 
and discuss specific permitting and/or consultation requirements. In the 
meantime, if you have questions about the project, please contact me at 406-359-
7332 or Maggie Suter of ERM at 410-972-4125. 
 
Thank you for your time and assistance with this project. 
 
Sincerely, 
 


 
 


Jill Linn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
 
Enclosures: Project Overview Map 
 
cc:  Robbyn Reukauf, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
  Maggie Suter, ERM 







From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: "Reinisch, Jerry D"
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Thursday, January 13, 2022 10:45:00 AM
Attachments: M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220106.kmz


image001.png


Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 


From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry
 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 







Hi Jerry,


As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.


I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to


reach out to you Monday, January 10th.   Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.


Thank you,
Leslie


Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com


This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy







From: Reinisch, Jerry D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
Date: Wednesday, January 19, 2022 5:48:12 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
After a quick review of the Wahpeton Expansion Project I noted the following:


1.       Bald eagle nest near the staging area in West Fargo
2.       Two bald eagle nests south of highway 46 near Kindred along the Sheyenne River
3.       DASK presence southwest of the eagles’nests, similar habitat continues from Kindred to


Norman.
Attached map shows the locations.  Yellow circles are bald eagle locations and green triangles are for
DASK activities.
Regards
Jerry
 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, January 13, 2022 12:46 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
Hi Jerry,
 
Please see the attached KMZ for the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As we discussed, if you have time
to outline a few details that you are able to point out on an initial review, that would be
appreciated!  Please let me know if you have any questions at this time.
 
Thank you,
 
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
M +1 503 984 6609
 


From: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov> 
Sent: Monday, January 10, 2022 5:32 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you







recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Leslie
Thank you for the updated information.  I will be busy from 9-11 as we have our weekly staff
meetings.
Regards
Jerry


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Sent: Sunday, January 9, 2022 10:19 PM
To: Reinisch, Jerry D <jerry_reinisch@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy Wahpeton Expansion Project shapefile


Hi Jerry,


As we discussed earlier, I wanted to provide you with an updated shapefile of the Wahpeton
Expansion Project that is proposed to cross Cass and Richland Counties.  Please let me know if you
have any trouble accessing this file.


I’d like to follow-up with you on a call with some additional questions I have at this time.  I’ll try to


reach out to you Monday, January 10th. Please let me know if there are times that will not work for
you.


Thank you,
Leslie


Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 ¦Portland, OR ¦97204
M +1 503 984 6609
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com            







This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy


This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy







From: Wilson, Eric D
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
Date: Monday, February 14, 2022 9:17:19 AM
Attachments: image001.png


CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.


Hi Leslie,


I looked over the shapefiles you sent and can confirm that there is one wetland easement
within 1mi of the proposed construction footprint.


If you need more info, or if the route changes, please let me know.


Thanks,


Eric Wilson 
Wildlife Refuge Specialist 
Tewaukon National Wildlife Refuge Complex 
9754 143 1/2 Ave SE 
Cayuga, ND 58013 
O) 701-724-3598 x 5
C) 701-403-0041 
eric_wilson@fws.gov 
https://www.fws.gov/refuge/tewaukon 


From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Sent: Friday, February 11, 2022 12:00 PM
To: Wilson, Eric D <eric_wilson@fws.gov>
Cc: Azure, Dave <dave_azure@fws.gov>; Fitzmorris, Patrick J <patrick_fitzmorris@fws.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project - FWS easements
 
 


 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on
links, opening attachments, or responding.  


Hi Eric,
 
I spoke with your colleague, Dave Azure, this morning and he passed along your contact
information.  I’m working with WBI Energy on a proposed project, the Wahpeton Expansion Project,
which would include about 60-miles of natural gas pipeline crossing Cass and Richland Counties in



mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov

mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com

mailto:eric_wilson@fws.gov

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fws.gov%2Frefuge%2Ftewaukon%2Fvisit%2FContact_us.html&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=AAhyD%2FfHtpurgxi1CDqN7WU9YjtYwRD4beclQj2oTWc%3D&reserved=0







southeastern North Dakota.  For additional reference, please see the attached WBI Energy project
introductory letter, which was sent to the Tewaukon District, as well as the FWS response to FERC.
 
I wanted to get confirmation on the fee title and/or easement properties and proximity to the
proposed Project. I’ve attached a copy of the shapefile as well as the KMZ. In checking the spatial
data I have for these FWS lands, I have found that one FWS conservation easement or management
area is within 1-mile of the proposed Project. This area is within the Tewaukon WMD and includes
one waterfowl production area. I’m hoping that you can confirm this, and please let me know if
there are additional properties as well.
 
Please let me know if you need additional information and have any questions.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204
M +1 503 984 6609 
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com          
 


  
                                                        
Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review
 


This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.


Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy 



mailto:Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=9XIIs4g5exhxZF0rlmnwbTBaypXFNYFiLf4HiDS%2FVzM%3D&reserved=0

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2Fsustainability-report%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=Ti5RSmwXTHJd7PSZANvl6ikLy%2F4RjLd3Likiu7bKVyk%3D&reserved=0

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2Ferm-foundation%2F&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=esCHQZPUuR4PRU3U%2Bfgwp7yQCLMTNkqmRPpbOXlxBAk%3D&reserved=0

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2Fprivacy&data=04%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cfeb7039e168b4ad1079008d9efddd96f%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637804558387854386%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=2EmD0kflIHTO5DHjWbzmml3V9aWaDI%2F9bRJoOSiqU9s%3D&reserved=0





Jessica Johnson, Bismarck, ND.
United States Department of the Interior


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
North Dakota Ecological Services
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501


Dear Ms. Bose:


Thank you for your letter dated January 4, 2022 requesting comments on the proposed
Wahpeton Expansion Project, a 60‐miles natural gas pipeline that will be 
constructed and operated by WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. in Cass and Richland 
Counties, North Dakota.  The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following
comments.


Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act


Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) 
requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify 
designated critical habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their 
designated non‐federal representative) must consult with the FWS if they determine 
their project and associated actions “may affect” listed species or critical 
habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non‐federal representatives determine their 
project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, 
if a “no effect” is determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in 
support of your conclusion.


Consultations on IPaC


We invite you to use a new tool the FWS has designed to help with the consultation 
process – the Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) database 
(http://ecos.fws.gov/ipac).  The database provides guidance to help you determine 
what your action area is, whether endangered species may be found within the action
area, and if your project and associated actions may affect listed species.  
Additionally, the Section 7(a)(2) Technical Assistance webpage 
(https://www.fws.gov/midwest/endangered/section7/s7process/index.html) contains 
step‐by‐step guidance for the Section 7(a)(2) consultation process as well as 
informal consultation letter examples templates for documenting your findings 
related to threatened and endangered species. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act


Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and 
migratory birds have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
(BGEPA) and the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which 







is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, 
collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb is defined in 
regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that 
causes, or is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 
1) injury to an eagle, 2) decrease in its productivity, by substantially 
interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest 
abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering behavior.”  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, hunt,
take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.  
The statute does not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full 
protection to any bird parts including feathers, eggs, and nests. 
Service Property Interests 


As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the FWS administers fee title 
Refuge and Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, 
throughout North Dakota.  For exact locations of FWS interest lands, please contact
the Eastern North Dakota Wetland Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding 
FWS easements. The contact is Dave Azure at (701) 285‐3341.


Conclusion


These comments provide technical assistance only and do not constitute the report 
of the Secretary of the Interior on the project within the meaning of Section 2(b) 
of the Fish and Wildlife Coordination Act, do not fulfill the requirements under 
the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, or the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act, nor do they represent the review comments of the U.S. 
Department of the Interior on any forthcoming environmental statement.  Thank you 
for the opportunity to provide comments early in the planning process. If you have 
any additional questions or comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at
(701) 355‐8507 or via email at Jessica_n_Johnson@fws.gov, or contact me at (701) 
355‐8512 or Drew_Becker@fws.gov.


Sincerely,


Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor







May 27, 2022


United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue


Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513


https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services


In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
 
Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 


location or may be affected by your proposed project


To Whom It May Concern:


The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the ECOS-IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the ECOS-IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list.


The purpose of the Act is to provide a means whereby threatened and endangered species and the 
ecosystems upon which they depend may be conserved. Under sections 7(a)(1) and 7(a)(2) of the 
Act and its implementing regulations (50 CFR 402 et seq.), Federal agencies are required to 
utilize their authorities to carry out programs for the conservation of threatened and endangered 
species and to determine whether projects may affect threatened and endangered species and/or 
designated critical habitat.


A Biological Assessment is required for construction projects (or other undertakings having 
similar physical impacts) that are major Federal actions significantly affecting the quality of the 
human environment as defined in the National Environmental Policy Act (42 U.S.C. 4332(2) 



https://www.fws.gov/office/north-dakota-ecological-services
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(c)). For projects other than major construction activities, the Service suggests that a biological 
evaluation similar to a Biological Assessment be prepared to determine whether the project may 
affect listed or proposed species and/or designated or proposed critical habitat. Recommended 
contents of a Biological Assessment are described at 50 CFR 402.12.


If a Federal agency determines, based on the Biological Assessment or biological evaluation, that 
listed species and/or designated critical habitat may be affected by the proposed project, the 
agency is required to consult with the Service pursuant to 50 CFR 402. In addition, the Service 
recommends that candidate species, proposed species and proposed critical habitat be addressed 
within the consultation. More information on the regulations and procedures for section 7 
consultation, including the role of permit or license applicants, can be found in the "Endangered 
Species Consultation Handbook" at:


http://www.fws.gov/endangered/esa-library/pdf/TOC-GLOS.PDF


Migratory Birds: In addition to responsibilities to protect threatened and endangered species 
under the Endangered Species Act (ESA), there are additional responsibilities under the 
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) to 
protect native birds from project-related impacts. Any activity, intentional or unintentional, 
resulting in take of migratory birds, including eagles, is prohibited unless otherwise permitted by 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (50 C.F.R. Sec. 10.12 and 16 U.S.C. Sec. 668(a)). For more 
information regarding these Acts see https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations.php.


The MBTA has no provision for allowing take of migratory birds that may be unintentionally 
killed or injured by otherwise lawful activities. It is the responsibility of the project proponent to 
comply with these Acts by identifying potential impacts to migratory birds and eagles within 
applicable NEPA documents (when there is a federal nexus) or a Bird/Eagle Conservation Plan 
(when there is no federal nexus). Proponents should implement conservation measures to avoid 
or minimize the production of project-related stressors or minimize the exposure of birds and 
their resources to the project-related stressors. For more information on avian stressors and 
recommended conservation measures see https://www.fws.gov/birds/bird-enthusiasts/threats-to- 
birds.php.


In addition to MBTA and BGEPA, Executive Order 13186: Responsibilities of Federal Agencies 
to Protect Migratory Birds, obligates all Federal agencies that engage in or authorize activities 
that might affect migratory birds, to minimize those effects and encourage conservation measures 
that will improve bird populations. Executive Order 13186 provides for the protection of both 
migratory birds and migratory bird habitat. For information regarding the implementation of 
Executive Order 13186, please visit https://www.fws.gov/birds/policies-and-regulations/ 
executive-orders/e0-13186.php.


We appreciate your concern for threatened and endangered species. The Service encourages 
Federal agencies to include conservation of threatened and endangered species into their project 
planning to further the purposes of the Act. Please include the Consultation Code in the header of 
this letter with any request for consultation or correspondence about your project that you submit 
to our office.
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▪
▪
▪


Attachment(s):


Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands
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Official Species List
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".


This species list is provided by:


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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Project Summary
Project Code: 2022-0009567
Event Code: None
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project
Project Type: Natural Gas Distribution
Project Description: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, 


modify, operate, and maintain the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). 
The Project will involve the construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s 
existing Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a 
new Montana-Dakota Utilities Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border 
Station near Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor 
modifications at the Mapleton Compressor Station; a new MDU— 
Kindred Border Station near Kindred, North Dakota; new block valve 
settings; and new pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route. The 
proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota.


Project Location:
Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z


Counties: Cass and Richland counties, North Dakota



https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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1.


Endangered Species Act Species
There is a total of 5 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.


Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.


IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.


See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.


NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.


Mammals
NAME STATUS


Northern Long-eared Bat Myotis septentrionalis
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045


Threatened


Insects
NAME STATUS


Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028


Threatened


Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743


Candidate


Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek
There is final critical habitat for this species. The location of the critical habitat is not available.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161


Endangered


Flowering Plants
NAME STATUS


Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669


Threatened


1



https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9045

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1028

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9161

https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/1669
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Critical habitats
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.
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USFWS National Wildlife Refuge Lands And Fish 
Hatcheries
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.


THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.



http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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Wetlands
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.


For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.


Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.


WETLAND INFORMATION WAS NOT AVAILABLE WHEN THIS SPECIES LIST WAS GENERATED. 
PLEASE VISIT HTTPS://WWW.FWS.GOV/WETLANDS/DATA/MAPPER.HTML OR CONTACT THE FIELD 
OFFICE FOR FURTHER INFORMATION.



http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx

https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.HTML
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IPaC User Contact Information
Agency: ERM
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
Address Line 2: Suite 1650
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609


Lead Agency Contact Information
Lead Agency: Federal Energy Regulatory Commission







February 18, 2022


United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE


North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue


Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513


http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/ 
endangered_species.htm


In Reply Refer To: 
Project code: 2022-0009567 
Project Name: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project 
 
Subject: Verification letter for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' project under 


the January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on Final 4(d) Rule for the 
Northern Long-eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions.


 
Dear Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo:


The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) received on February 18, 2022 your effects 
determination for the 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project' (the Action) using the 
northern long-eared bat (Myotis septentrionalis) key within the Information for Planning and 
Consultation (IPaC) system. This IPaC key assists users in determining whether a Federal action 
is consistent with the activities analyzed in the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic 
Biological Opinion (PBO). The PBO addresses activities excepted from "take"[1] prohibitions 
applicable to the northern long-eared bat under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (ESA) (87 
Stat.884, as amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.).


Based upon your IPaC submission, the Action is consistent with activities analyzed in the PBO. 
The Action may affect the northern long-eared bat; however, any take that may occur as a result 
of the Action is not prohibited under the ESA Section 4(d) rule adopted for this species at 50 
CFR §17.40(o). Unless the Service advises you within 30 days of the date of this letter that your 
IPaC-assisted determination was incorrect, this letter verifies that the PBO satisfies and 
concludes your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 7(a)(2) with respect to the 
northern long-eared bat.


Please report to our office any changes to the information about the Action that you submitted in 
IPaC, the results of any bat surveys conducted in the Action area, and any dead, injured, or sick 
northern long-eared bats that are found during Action implementation. If the Action is not 
completed within one year of the date of this letter, you must update and resubmit the 
information required in the IPaC key.



http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm

http://www.fws.gov/northdakotafieldoffice/endspecies/endangered_species.htm
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▪
▪
▪
▪


This IPaC-assisted determination allows you to rely on the PBO for compliance with ESA 
Section 7(a)(2) only for the northern long-eared bat. It does not apply to the following ESA- 
protected species that also may occur in the Action area:


Dakota Skipper Hesperia dacotae Threatened
Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus Candidate
Poweshiek Skipperling Oarisma poweshiek Endangered
Western Prairie Fringed Orchid Platanthera praeclara Threatened


If the Action may affect other federally listed species besides the northern long-eared bat, a 
proposed species, and/or designated critical habitat, additional consultation between you and this 
Service office is required. If the Action may disturb bald or golden eagles, additional 
coordination with the Service under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act is recommended.


________________________________________________ 
 
[1]Take means to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, kill, trap, capture, or collect, or to 
attempt to engage in any such conduct [ESA Section 3(19)].
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Action Description
You provided to IPaC the following name and description for the subject Action.


1. Name


WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion Project


2. Description


The following description was provided for the project 'WBI Energy - Wahpeton Expansion 
Project':


WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) proposes to construct, modify and 
operate the Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) in Cass and Richland Counties, 
North Dakota. The Project will involve construction of approximately 60.6 miles 
of 12-inch-diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton 
Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the 
Mapleton Compressor Station, a new delivery station near Kindred, North Dakota, 
and new block valve and pig launcher/receiver settings. The Project may also 
include newly constructed farm taps along the pipeline route.


Approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https://www.google.com/ 
maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z


Determination Key Result


This Federal Action may affect the northern long-eared bat in a manner consistent with the 
description of activities addressed by the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016. Any taking that 
may occur incidental to this Action is not prohibited under the final 4(d) rule at 50 CFR 
§17.40(o). Therefore, the PBO satisfies your responsibilities for this Action under ESA Section 
7(a)(2) relative to the northern long-eared bat.


Determination Key Description: Northern Long-eared Bat 4(d) Rule



https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88506060000006,-96.92490216586465,14z
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This key was last updated in IPaC on May 15, 2017. Keys are subject to periodic revision.


This key is intended for actions that may affect the threatened northern long-eared bat.


The purpose of the key for Federal actions is to assist determinations as to whether proposed 
actions are consistent with those analyzed in the Service’s PBO dated January 5, 2016.


Federal actions that may cause prohibited take of northern long-eared bats, affect ESA-listed 
species other than the northern long-eared bat, or affect any designated critical habitat, require 
ESA Section 7(a)(2) consultation in addition to the use of this key. Federal actions that may 
affect species proposed for listing or critical habitat proposed for designation may require a 
conference under ESA Section 7(a)(4).
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1.


2.


3.


4.


5.


6.


Determination Key Result
This project may affect the threatened Northern long-eared bat; therefore, consultation with the 
Service pursuant to Section 7(a)(2) of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (87 Stat.884, as 
amended; 16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) is required. However, based on the information you provided, 
this project may rely on the Service’s January 5, 2016, Programmatic Biological Opinion on 
Final 4(d) Rule for the Northern Long-Eared Bat and Activities Excepted from Take Prohibitions 
to fulfill its Section 7(a)(2) consultation obligation.


Qualification Interview
Is the action authorized, funded, or being carried out by a Federal agency?
Yes
Have you determined that the proposed action will have “no effect” on the northern long- 
eared bat? (If you are unsure select "No")
No
Will your activity purposefully Take northern long-eared bats?
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located wholly outside the White-nose Syndrome 
Zone?
Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 0.25 miles of a known northern long- 
eared bat hibernaculum? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency


Automatically answered
No
[Semantic] Is the project action area located within 150 feet of a known occupied northern 
long-eared bat maternity roost tree? 
Note: The map queried for this question contains proprietary information and cannot be displayed. If you need 
additional information, please contact your State wildlife agency


Automatically answered
No
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Project Questionnaire
If the project includes forest conversion, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 1-3.
1. Estimated total acres of forest conversion:
2.0
2. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from April 1 to October 31
0
3. If known, estimated acres of forest conversion from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes timber harvest, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 4-6.
4. Estimated total acres of timber harvest
0
5. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from April 1 to October 31
0
6. If known, estimated acres of timber harvest from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes prescribed fire, report the appropriate acreages below. 
Otherwise, type ‘0’ in questions 7-9.
7. Estimated total acres of prescribed fire
0
8. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from April 1 to October 31
0
9. If known, estimated acres of prescribed fire from June 1 to July 31
0
If the project includes new wind turbines, report the megawatts of wind capacity 
below. Otherwise, type ‘0’ in question 10.
10. What is the estimated wind capacity (in megawatts) of the new turbine(s)?
0
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IPaC User Contact Information
Name: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Address: 1050 SW 6th Ave
City: Portland
State: OR
Zip: 97204
Email leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
Phone: 5039846609
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Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-355-8507
Cell: 720-626-5250



From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
To: Johnson, Jessica N
Cc: Jones, Seth A; Maggie Suter; Becky Moores
Subject: RE: informal consultation question for NLEB
Date: Thursday, June 23, 2022 8:35:00 AM
Attachments: RR1 Appendices.zip

M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.zip
M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.kmz

Hi Jessica,
 
Thank you for providing this feedback.
 
In the attached, we are providing the requested appendices as referenced in the resource report;
however, those that are identified as Controlled Unclassified Information / Critical Energy
Infrastructure Information (appendix 1E) and Controlled Unclassified Information / Privileged and
Confidential (appendix 1G) are not provided.  Due to the size of appendix 1B, Aerial Photo Based
Alignment Sheets, I will send in a separate email and will likely be shared via OneDrive. In addition,
please see the attached KMZ and shapefile of the proposed Project for your reference.
 
As you are reviewing the Determination Letter, please do be in touch if there is any additional
information you need for your review. We have field crews out this survey season, and in order to
manage risk for WBI Energy, we want to be cognizant of any additional information you may need
and data we should collect. We would not want to miss out on a critical window for field efforts
should the need arise.
 
As I mentioned during our last call, I’ll be out of the office for the duration of July/early-August, so
please communicate with Becky Moores during this time.
 
Thank you,
Leslie
 
Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo

Senior Consultant, Scientist

Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM

M +1 503 984 6609

 

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 21, 2022 9:34 AM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>
Cc: Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: FW: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

 
Hello Leslie,

mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov
mailto:Maggie.Suter@erm.com
mailto:Becky.Moores@erm.com
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Wahpeton Expansion Project
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.



Cass and Richland County, North Dakota



Page 1 of 13



1A-1











1A-2











1A-3











1A-4











1A-5











1A-6











1A-7











1A-8











1A-9











1A-10











\ 
\ 



\ 



53.5 



\ 



2s1.5



55 



B I E 



56 



AR_060 
1
"'' 



56.5 I AR_061



15 



D 



o Milepost
- Proposed Route
c:J Proposed Facility



3-.7 2 



0 



T 



1 :24,000 



1,000 2,000 



--==---Feet 



/ 



60 



60.5 



,., 



\\�o 
\ 
\ MDU - Wahpeton 



Border Station \ 



AR_065 



T N E 



-- J 



\ 



\ 
I 



Tflls fnforma�n fs for environmental review RtJrposes-<,nly. f 



Appendix 1A 
Project Route Map 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 



Page 11 of 13 



Cass and Richland County, North Dakota 
ERM 



MPLS M:\Clienls\V·X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report.aprx I REVISED: 05/17/2022 I SCALE: 1 :24,000 when printed at 11x17 DRAWN BY: RJC 



1A-11











r:J 



QSB 



f
l 



1 .,,,,,



D Proposed Facility 



...., 



13 



1 
I 



\\ 



-�,
I ' 



- \
\9W �9 \ 



' .s Comstock \ 



'.
\% 



' North Yard \



-��\:--'� .... \ E. 
AR-Wahp:l. 



32 



;.;;�. 
T 132 N I 



' 



I 



r=··::::=\ Wahpfh>n
L---,CityY:ard 



I 



.Sout 



@) 
�t, 



I 



�-�b==-�_j�-��\�-�����7
� Breclo.en,.daeW•h�ton 



�1nltrst,te AlfCJoO•l 



17 
18 



g ( 
-



I 



a,ge Disp 



0 Radi 



1 :24,000 



0 1,000 2,000 



--===---Feet 



Appendix 1A 
Project Route Map 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 



Cass and Richland County, North Dakota 



p»s fonnation is for environment at �vl!:w pu,p:,.ses onr, 



Page 12 of 13 



ERM 



MPLS M:\Clienls\V·X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report.aprx I REVISED: 05/17/2022 I SCALE: 1 :24,000 when printed at 11x17 DRAWN BY: RJC 



1A-12











+ 
26 



o .. n Ha I 



'·. 



> 



29 



I 



9,: 



I 



\ 
/ 



36 



j : ; ; 



\-� 3!, y 
] 



.2f0�. 1� r� :�:, 
-. 



f 1 U , : . ) I 



G.t �I 



.�-•• •• 
,:fr' �w...-: ,,, 



.,,,,"Y' ;,,; 



� 



_· �--,;:---,_._.,...,.....,._�st.at 



... ��-----:��•1��r.;-_. �A�
..__,.----:��� {'



'>tJ



=- }'i.,. l 



N-



11 



JfY--



n 
( 
\ 
) 



< 
1 



T 



11 



0 



• ■ I ■  0 .. ■• • . 



D Proposed Facility 



in • I •



-■ 
I� 



-�



•■H �
1i1 



1 :24,000 



111n 



l 
I 



.• . .



I Ra:!10 L� ' 



Appendix 1A 
Project Route Map 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 



_"/ 



0 2,000 



--===---Feet 



1,000 Cass and Richland County, North Dakota 



MPLS M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report.aprx I REVISED: 05/17/2022 I SCALE: 1 :24,000 when printed at 11x17 



t BS� 



Page 13 of 13 



ERM 



DRAWN BY: RJC 



1A-13








			Appendix 1A


			Appendix 1A PROJECT ROUTE MAPS (TOPOGRAPHIC)





			Appendix 1A Project Topographic Maps















RR1 Appendices/Appendix 1C_Typical Construction Drawings_Public.pdf




Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—General Project Description 



Final May 2022 



APPENDIX 1C TYPICAL CONSTRUCTION DRAWINGS 











Construction Right-of-Way Adjacent to Railroad



Wahpeton Expansion Project
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.



For environmental review purposes only.



MPLS: \M2W\Typicals Scale: NTS Drawn By: RJCROW_Adjacent_Raiload_Prof ile.vsd Revised: 2/15/2022



50'



75'



CONSTRUCTION ROW (SEE NOTE 1)



PERMANENT ROW



25'



TEMPORARY CONST.
ROW



RAILROAD ROW



25'



GROUND SURFACE



PROFILE



NOTES:



1. CONSTRUCTION RIGHT-OF-WAY WILL TYPICALLY BE 75' WIDE.  THE PERMANENT RIGHT-OF-WAY WILL BE 50' WIDE AND WILL NOT OVERLAP THE EXISTING RAILROAD 
PERMANENT EASEMENT.  ADDITIONAL TEMPORARY WORKSPACE WILL BE NECESSARY AT MAJOR ROAD, RAIL, RIVER CROSSINGS, SIDESLOPES, WHERE FULL RIGHT-OF-WAY 
TOPSOIL STRIPPING IS CONDUCTED, AND OTHER SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES AS REQUIRED.



2. THIS DRAWING REFLECTS "TRENCH AND SPOIL SIDE" TOPSOIL STRIPPING PROCEDURE.



3. STOCKPILE TOPSOIL SEPARATELY FROM DITCH SPOIL AS SHOWN OR IN ANY CONFIGURATION APPROVED BY THE  INSPECTOR.
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APPENDIX 1D 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Summary of Collocated Facilities 



Collocated Utility 
Owner Utility Type 



Begin 
Milepost 



End 
Milepost 



Direction to Existing 
Utility/Road Right-of-Way 



Paralleled 
Length (miles) a 



 Road Road 3.6 4.4 North, West 0.8 



 Road Road 6.4 9.3 East, West 2.8 



 Road Road 10.6 14.4 West, East 3.8 



 Road Road 14.7 18.8 East 4.1 



 Road Road 18.8 19.7 East 1.0 



 Road Road 19.8 21.8 West 2.0 



 Road Road 21.8 22.4 North 0.6 



 Road Road 23.3 23.7 North 0.4 



 Road Road 24.3 24.5 East 0.1 



 Unknown, Road Electric utility, road 25.7 26.8 South 0.1 



 Unknown, Road Electric utility, road 25.7 26.6 South 1.0 



 None Road 36.6 36.8 Northeast 0.2 



 Minnkota, Road Electric utility, road 38.5 39.5 West 1.0 



 Road Road 39.5 40.5 South 1.0 



 Road Road 40.9 41.0 South 0.1 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 42.4 47.4 East, West 5.0 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 47.3 47.4 Southwest 0.1 



 Red River Valley and 
Western, Road Railroad, road 47.4 48.4 South 0.9 



 Road Road 48.4 48.9 East 0.5 



 Road Road 53.9 56.4 East 2.5 



 Road Road 57.5 59.6 North 2.2 



 Road Road 59.6 60.6 East, West 0.9 



 PROJECT TOTAL      31.0 



____________________ 
a The totals may not match the sum of addends due to rounding. 
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 



This Spill Prevention, Control, and Countermeasure Plan (SPCC Plan) was prepared for 
implementation during construction of WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI Energy) proposed 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  This SPCC Plan outlines specific preventive measures 
and practices to reduce the likelihood of an accidental release of a hazardous or regulated liquid 
and, in the event such a release occurs, to expedite the response to and remediation of the 
release. 



This SPCC Plan restricts the location of fuel storage, fueling activities, and construction 
equipment maintenance along the construction right-of-way and provides procedures for these 
activities.  Training and lines of communication to facilitate the prevention, response, containment, 
and cleanup of spills during construction activities are also described. 



All contractor personnel working on the Project are responsible for implementation of the 
measures and procedures defined in this SPCC Plan.  Contractors are expected to meet or 
exceed WBI Energy’s standards for spill response, reporting, and cleanup.  Contractors whose 
activities could result in a spill of fuel or other regulated or hazardous materials on the right-of-way 
will adopt the measures identified in this SPCC Plan.  All measures outlined in this SPCC Plan 
are consistent with the applicable requirements of the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission’s 
Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures. 



A complete copy of the SPCC Plan shall be maintained on site.  A copy of the SPCC Plan 
will be available for a review during normal working hours. 



1.1 TRAINING 



Experienced and well-trained staff are essential for the successful implementation of the 
SPCC Plan.  Contractors will provide spill prevention training and safety training to their work 
crews.  The training program will be designed to improve awareness of safety requirements, 
pollution control laws, and proper operation and maintenance of equipment.  Contractors will train 
all employees who handle fuels and other regulated substances to prevent spills and to quickly 
and effectively contain and clean up spills in accordance with applicable regulations and the 
provisions of this plan. 



1.2 ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES 



1.2.1 Spill Coordinator 



Contractors will appoint a Spill Coordinator who will be responsible for coordinating 
Contractor Work Crews for spill cleanup, conducting site investigations, and assisting with 
completing spill reports.  The Spill Coordinator will report all spills to an Environmental Inspector 
(EI).  The Spill Coordinator will be responsible for completing WBI Energy’s internal Spill Report 
Form as soon as possible but no later than the end of the workday on the day that the spill 
occurred, regardless of the size of the spill.  The Spill Report Form will be submitted to the WBI 
Energy Designated Representative. 



Spill Coordinator: To Be Determined 
Phone Number: To Be Determined 
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1.2.2 Contractor Work Crews 



Contractor Work Crews will comply with this SPCC Plan and will notify the Spill 
Coordinator immediately of any spill of fuel or other regulated or hazardous material, regardless 
of the volume of the spill.  Contractor Work Crews will assist with the cleanup of the spill as 
directed by the Spill Coordinator, if trained to do so. 



1.2.3 Environmental Inspectors 



The EIs will monitor the Contractors’ compliance with the provisions of the SPCC Plan to 
ensure that spill resources are allocated and cleanup is accomplished in accordance with this 
plan and any applicable regulatory requirements.  The EIs will work in conjunction with WBI 
Energy’s Designated Representative to promptly report spills to appropriate federal, state, and 
local agencies, as required, and to coordinate with these agencies regarding contacting additional 
parties or agencies. 



Environmental Inspector: To Be Determined 
Phone Number:  To Be Determined 



1.2.4 WBI Energy’s Designated Representative  



The Designated Representative has the authority to commit resources to implement this 
SPCC Plan.  The Designated Representative will work in conjunction with the EIs to promptly 
report spills to appropriate federal, state, and local agencies. 



 



 



 



2.0 PREVENTATIVE MEASURES 



Contractors will minimize the potential for a spill during construction activities at WBI 
Energy’s facilities and on its right-of-way by implementing appropriate measures to prevent and 
contain spills.  Equipment and materials will be located on the site to meet the provisions of this 
SPCC Plan.  The Contractor shall supply each construction crew with a quantity of absorbent and 
barrier materials sufficient to contain and recover spills that could potentially occur from the 
equipment with the largest on-board volume of fuel and lubricant.  These materials may include— 
but are not limited to—drip pans, buckets, absorbent pads, containment booms, straw bales, 
absorbent clay, saw dust, floor drying agents, spill containment barriers, plastic sheeting, skimmer 
pumps, covered holding tanks, and fire extinguishers. 



The Contractor shall inform all construction personnel of the locations of staging areas 
where spill response equipment and materials are stored and have them readily accessible during 
construction.  Contractors will comply with applicable environmental and safety laws and 
regulations and will ensure that a copy of this plan is available on the site to all Construction Work 
Crew members. 



ALL SPILLS, REGARDLESS OF SIZE, MUST BE REPORTED TO THE SPILL 
COORDINATOR AND ENVIRONMENTAL INSPECTORS 
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In addition, periodic discussions between construction personnel and their supervisors 
must be held.  These are conversations where problems in field operations are discussed and 
solved.  This SPCC Plan, together with specific techniques, will be reviewed with the appropriate 
employees at a safety meeting before construction starts. 



The contractor will provide, maintain, and make available the appropriate Safety Data 
Sheets for vehicle and equipment fuel, lubricating oil, and any other regulated or hazardous 
materials utilized for the Project. 



The following sections describe spill prevention measures to be taken on Project locations. 



2.1 PETROLEUM AND HAZARDOUS LIQUID STORAGE, REFUELING, AND EQUIPMENT 
MAINTENANCE 



2.1.1 Staging Areas and Facility Sites: 



• Contractors will construct temporary liners and seamless impermeable berms, or 
other appropriate containment, around aboveground storage containers so that 
liquids will be contained and collected in specified areas isolated from waterbodies 
in the event of a leak or spill.  Storage containers will not be placed in areas subject 
to periodic flooding and washout. 



• Contractors will visually inspect aboveground storage containers for leaks and 
spills frequently and whenever containers are refilled. 



• Secondary containment structures must provide a containment volume equal to a 
minimum of 110 percent of the maximum storage volume of the largest storage 
container in the containment structure. 



• Secondary containment structures must be constructed so that no outlet is 
provided and any spill will be contained within the containment structure.  
Accumulated rainwater may be removed if authorized by an EI.  Accumulated 
water with a visible sheen will be collected for proper storage, transport, and 
disposal. 



• Contractors will remove all secondary containment structures at the conclusion of 
the Project.  Contractors also will be responsible for returning any storage 
impoundment areas to original contours and appearance upon completion of the 
Project. 



• Fuels and lubricants will be stored only at designated staging areas and in 
appropriate service vehicles.  The storage areas will be located at least 100 feet 
away from edges of wetlands and waterbodies, at least 100 feet away from 
designated municipal watershed areas, at least 200 feet away from private water 
supply wells, and at least 400 feet away from municipal water-supply wells unless 
a larger buffer is required by regulatory agencies. 
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• Storage containers will display labels that identify the contents of the container and 
whether the contents are hazardous.  Contractors will maintain and provide to WBI 
Energy, when requested, copies of all Safety Data Sheets. 



• Contractors will conduct routine equipment maintenance such as oil changes in 
staging areas, or as necessary in additional temporary workspace, and will dispose 
of waste oil in an appropriate manner (e.g., the Contractors will collect the waste 
oil in labeled, sealed containers and transport the waste oil to a recycling facility). 



• Contractors will correct visible leaks in storage containers as soon as possible.  
Leaks outside of secondary containment, regardless of volume, will be reported to 
an EI. 



• All fuel nozzles will be equipped with functional automatic shut-off valves. 



• The drivers of tank trucks will be responsible for spill prevention and secondary 
containment during loading and unloading operations.  Procedures for loading and 
unloading tank trucks will meet the minimum requirements established by 
applicable regulations.  Drivers will observe and control the fueling operations at 
all times to prevent overfilling.  Contractors will be responsible for training drivers 
of tank trucks to comply with these provisions. 



• Prior to departure of any tank truck, all outlets of the vehicle will be closely 
examined by the driver for leakage and tightened, adjusted, or replaced as 
necessary to prevent liquid leakage while in transit.  Contractors will be responsible 
for training drivers of tank trucks to comply with these provisions. 



2.1.2 Project Right-of-Way 



• All machinery will arrive on the right-of-way in a clean, washed condition and free 
of fluid leaks. 



• Contractors will wash, refuel, and service machinery at locations well away from 
any wetlands and waterbodies to prevent petroleum or chemical substances from 
entering surface waters. 



• Overnight parking of equipment and refueling and lubricating construction 
equipment will be restricted to upland areas at least 100 feet away from stream 
channels and wetlands, at least 200 feet from private water-supply wells, and at 
least 400 feet from municipal water-supply wells.  Where this is not possible and 
where an EI finds no reasonable alternative in advance, the equipment will be 
fueled by designated personnel with specific training in refueling, spill containment, 
and cleanup under the supervision of an EI.  Prior to refueling, appropriate steps 
will be taken (including deployment of secondary containment structures) to 
prevent spills and provide for prompt cleanup in the event of a spill. 



• Fuel trucks transporting fuels to construction areas will only travel on approved 
access roads. 
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• Contractors will keep a spill kit on the site in case of machinery leaks or spills. 



2.1.3 Restricted Refueling Areas 



Restricted refueling areas include areas where the appropriate buffer (e.g., 100 feet 
from a wetland or waterbody) cannot be maintained.  All restricted refueling areas will be 
identified in the field with flagging or signs.  A site-specific plan and written approval from an 
EI will be required to refuel in restricted areas. 



• Approval must be received from an EI and, where necessary, appropriate 
regulatory permits must be obtained prior to refueling in restricted refueling areas. 



• In large wetlands where no upland site is available for refueling, auxiliary fuel tanks 
may be mounted to equipment to minimize the need for refueling. 



• Trained personnel must be available for refueling and an EI must be present unless 
a case-specific exemption is obtained in writing from WBI Energy’s Designated 
Representative. 



• Equipment such as large, stationary pumps will be fitted with auxiliary tanks as 
appropriate.  The auxiliary tanks will be placed within secondary containment 
which provides for a containment volume equal to a minimum of 110 percent of the 
volume of the largest tank in the containment structure. 



• Refueling within restricted refueling areas will take place only in areas designated 
by an EI.  Fuel trucks with a capacity in excess of 300 gallons will not be allowed 
within a restricted refueling area unless adequate secondary containment is 
provided. 



• Refueling of dewatering pumps, generators, and other small, portable equipment 
will be performed using approved containers with a maximum volume of 5 gallons. 



• Fuel trucks will be prohibited from traveling on temporary equipment bridges at 
stream crossings.  An EI may waive this restriction on a site-specific basis if a 
reasonable refueling option is not available.  Such case-specific exemptions must 
be approved in writing by WBI Energy’s Designated Representative. 



2.2 SPILL RESPONSE EQUIPMENT 



2.2.1 Staging Areas and Facility Sites 



• Contractors will stock a sufficient supply of sorbent and barrier materials at 
construction staging areas to allow the rapid containment and recovery of spilled 
material.  Sorbent and barrier materials will also be used to contain runoff from spill 
areas. 



• Shovels and labeled drums will be kept at each of the individual staging areas.  If 
small quantities of soil become contaminated within the staging area, they will be 
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collected and placed in the drums.  Large quantities of contaminated soil will be 
collected  prior to disposal using heavy equipment and will be stored in drums, 
lined bermed areas, or other suitable containment.  The Contractors will dispose 
of all contaminated soil in accordance with applicable state and federal regulations. 



2.2.2 Project Right-of-Way 



• Each construction crew must have adequate absorbent materials and containment 
booms on hand to enable the rapid and complete cleanup of spills and sufficient 
tools and materials to stop leaks. 



• Contractors must maintain spill kits containing a sufficient quantity of absorbent 
and barrier materials to adequately contain and recover foreseeable spills.  These 
kits may include—but are not limited to—absorbent pads, straw bales, absorbent 
clay, saw dust, floor drying agents, spill containment barriers, plastic sheeting, 
skimmer pumps, and drums.  The equipment will be located near fuel storage 
areas and other locations as necessary to be readily available in the event of a 
spill. 



• All fuel (where possible) service trucks will carry adequate spill response materials.  
Spill response materials present on trucks should consist of absorbent pads, 
absorbent material, plastic bags, and a shovel. 



• The Spill Coordinator will inform an EI and all Contractor personnel of the location 
of spill control equipment and materials and have the equipment and materials 
readily accessible while construction activities are occurring. 



2.3 CONCRETE COATING 



Concrete coating activities will not be performed within 100 feet of a wetland or waterbody 
unless the location is an existing industrial site designated for such use. 



3.0 STORAGE, CONTAINMENT AND FACILITY TRANSFER 



All chemical storage containers, tanks, or barrels will be made of compatible materials 
with the appropriate temperature and pressure rating, overpressure protection, valving, and 
equalization lines necessary to comply with the appropriate state and federal regulations 
regarding storage of regulated substances.  All chemicals, regardless of container size, will be 
stored in secondary containment or designated storage areas when not actively in use. 



Fuel valves used for the final control of flow shall be of the self-closing type and shall be 
manually held open except were automatic means are provided for shutting off the flow when the 
vehicle is full. 



Contaminated liquids inside containment areas will not be allowed to be drained outside 
the containment structures onto the ground or into any open water course.  These liquids will be 
pumped or wiped out of containment structures and disposed of appropriately. 
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4.0 SPILL RESPONSE 



Any employee who detects a spill incident while it is occurring should take the necessary 
measures to stop the flow but only if that employee has been trained to do so.  If the employee is 
unprepared to effectively control the spill, caution and good judgment should be used as to 
personal safety until a cleanup crew arrives.  Immediate containment by the discovering person 
can reduce the extent of the spill damage. 



4.1 FIRST PRIORITIES 



The first priorities after discovering a spill are to protect the safety of personnel and the 
public, minimize damage to the environment, and control costs associated with cleanup and 
reclamation.  Actions to be taken immediately following a spill include the following: 



1. Assess the safety of the situation (including the surrounding public). 
2. Sources of ignition will be removed from the area if it is safe to do so. 
3. The source of the spill will be shut off if it is safe to do so. 
4. Efforts to contain the spill immediately will be initiated if it is safe to do so. 



Cleanup activities will be initiated as soon as possible after the spill is contained using 
properly trained and protected personnel with adequate spill cleanup materials and equipment. 



5.0 SPILL REPORTING 



All spills will be reported immediately to the Spill Coordinator who will in turn work with an 
EI and WBI Energy’s Designated Representative to address and report the spill as necessary.  
The Spill Coordinator will record, at a minimum, the following information (found on the Spill 
Report Form in attachment A): 



1. date, time, and location of the spill; 
2. type of material spilled; 
3. amount of material spilled; 
4. extent of spill area; 
5. whether the material has reached or has the potential to reach a waterbody; 
6. status of spill containment and cleanup; and 
7. circumstances leading up to the spill. 



WBI Energy’s Designated Representative will report the spill to the appropriate regulatory 
agencies if the spill meets or exceeds a reportable threshold.  Appropriate agencies include, but 
may not be limited to, the following: 



1. North Dakota Department of Health at 1-701-328-5210 for non-emergencies or 
North Dakota Department of Emergency Services at 1-800-472-2121 (24 hour 
hotline) for emergencies.  The North Dakota Department of Health also requires 
completion of an online “General Environmental Incident” form available at 
http://www.ndhealth.gov/ehs/eir/eirform.htm for any spill of any volume. 



2. National Response Center (Washington D.C.) at 1-800-424-8802 (24 hours). 





http://www.ndhealth.gov/ehs/eir/eirform.htm
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Contractors are responsible for assisting WBI Energy with preparing follow-up written 
incident reports to regulatory agencies upon request and with accommodating any inspections 
performed by regulatory agencies. 



WBI Energy’s internal Spill Report Form will be completed by the Spill Coordinator and 
provided to WBI Energy’s Designated Representative as soon as possible but no later than the 
end of the workday on the day that the spill event occurred so agencies can be notified in a timely 
manner and pertinent information is available for reporting.  State and federal agencies must be 
notified within 24 hours of a reportable spill event.  Field personnel will report the spill to the state 
and federal agencies only if WBI Energy’s Designated Representative is unavailable to do so.  All 
Spill Report Forms and other reporting documentation will be kept on file by WBI Energy’s 
Designated Representative. 



6.0 SPILL CONTROL AND CLEANUP 



Spill control should only be done by employees trained and prepared to effectively control 
the spill.  Employees should make good judgment as to their personal role in the containment 
actions; however, prompt action can often prevent extensive spill damage.  Employees engaged 
in spill control will use the proper precautions and safety equipment as specified in the Safety 
Data Sheet(s).  The Designated Representative and EI will devise a cleanup plan as necessary 
based on location, quantity, and type of substance spilled. 



Upon learning of the spill, the Spill Coordinator will implement the measures in the 
following sections. 



6.1 LAND SPILL 



• As necessary, berms will be constructed with available equipment to physically 
contain the spill and sorbent materials will be applied to the spill area.  Traffic on 
contaminated soils will be minimized. 



• Contaminated soils and vegetation will be removed and disposed of at a licensed 
waste disposal facility. 



• Waste materials from the spill will be disposed of according to state and federal 
regulatory requirements. 



• The following information will be provided to the EI and the WBI Energy Designated 
Representative: 



o The amount of spilled material that was recovered during cleanup. 



o Proposed reclamation of remaining contaminated areas. 



o Storage method for the contaminated waste material before transport and 
disposal. 



o Transport and disposal documentation for the contaminated waste 
material. 
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6.2 WETLAND AND WATERBODY SPILL 



Regardless of size, the following conditions apply if a spill occurs near or into a stream, 
wetland, or an open surface water source. 



• For spills in standing water, floating booms, skimmer pumps, and holding tanks 
shall be used as appropriate by the contractor to recover and contain released 
materials on the surface of the water. 



• For a spill threatening a waterbody, berms and/or trenches will be constructed to 
contain the spill before it reaches the waterbody.  Deployment of booms, sorbent 
materials, and skimmers may be necessary if the spill reaches the water.  The 
spilled product will be collected and the affected area cleaned up in accordance 
with appropriate state or federal regulations. 



• Contaminated soils in wetlands must be excavated from the wetland.  The soils 
must be placed on and covered by plastic sheeting in approved containment areas 
at a minimum of 100 feet away from wetlands or waterbodies.  Contaminated soil 
will be disposed of as soon as possible in accordance with appropriate state or 
federal regulations. 



All cleanup activities will be conducted according to this SPCC Plan.  Personnel involved 
in cleanup activities will meet the minimum requirements for hazardous materials training and will 
use approved Occupational Safety and Health Administration safety equipment. 
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ATTACHMENT A Spill Report Form 
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Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Spill Report Form 



Date of Spill:  Date of Spill Discovery:  
Time of Spill:  Time of Spill Discovery:  
Name and Title of Discoverer:  



Type of material spilled and manufacturer’s 
name: 



 
 
 



Legal description of spill location to the quarter 
section: 



 
 
 



Directions to nearest community: 
 



 
 
 



Estimated volume of spill (gallons):  
Weather conditions:  
Topography and surface conditions of spill site:  
Spill medium (pavement, sandy soil, water, 
etc.) 



 



Proximity of spill to surface waters: 
 



 



Did the spill reach a waterbody?  Yes  No 
If so, was a sheen present?  Yes  No 
Describe the causes and circumstances of the spill: 
 
 
 
Describe the extent of observed contamination, both horizontal and vertical (i.e., spill-stained soil in a 5-foot radius to a depth of 
1 inch): 
 
 
 
Describe immediate spill control and/or cleanup methods used and implementation schedule: 
 
 
 
Current status of cleanup actions:  



 
Name and Company of: 



Construction Superintendent:  



Spill Coordinator:  



Environmental Inspector:  



Person who reported spill:  



Form completed by:  Date:  
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1.0 INTRODUCTION 



This Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and Operations Plan (Guided Bore Plan) 
describes procedures that WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) and its contractors 
(Guided Bore Contractors) will follow during guided bore operations associated with the proposed 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).  The intent of the Guided Bore Plan is to identify 
procedures to be implemented that minimize environmental impacts in the event that an 
inadvertent return of drilling fluids occurs during Project construction.  The Guided Bore Plan 
communicates the roles and responsibilities of personnel involved with the guided bores, provides 
monitoring procedures, and describes contingency plans in the event of an unsuccessful guided 
bore.  [Note:  An updated version of this plan will be filed with the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) as more detailed information is finalized.] 



1.1 DESCRIPTION OF GUIDED BORE WATERBODY CROSSINGS 



As part of the Project, WBI Energy proposes to use the guided bore method to install a 
12-inch-diameter natural gas transmission pipeline under the Maple River, Sheyenne River, 
Pitcairn Creek, Antelope Creek, Wild Rice River, a perennial unnamed tributary to the Wild Rice 
River, as well as a number of other ephemeral/intermittent waterbodies.  The locations of the 
waterbodies are included in Resource Report 2 of WBI Energy’s application.   



[Note:  Prior to construction, the detailed scaled construction plans, crossing profile, and 
information regarding features that may increase the potential for an inadvertent return at 
perennial waterbodies will be provided as attachment A.] 



2.0 PERSONNEL AND RESPONSIBILITIES 



This section lists the personnel that will be involved with planning and performing the 
guided bores and specifies the responsibilities of WBI Energy and its Guided Bore Contractors.  
Qualified Guided Bore Contractors will be retained for completion of guided bore activities 
associated with the Project.  The Guided Bore Contractors will be trained and knowledgeable of 
requirements and procedures outlined in this Guided Bore Plan.  Environmental inspectors (EI) 
will work with the Guided Bore Contractors to monitor drilling activities and conduct inspections 
for potential signs of inadvertent returns.  The EI will work with WBI Energy personnel to notify 
regulatory and/or resource agency staff of any releases that occur.  More detailed descriptions of 
the roles and responsibilities of personnel involved in guided bore activities are described below. 



• Guided Bore Contractors:  The Guided Bore Contractors will be responsible for 
overall operation and monitoring of drill equipment and drilling conditions.  The 
Guided Bore Contractors must be trained and knowledgeable of the requirements 
and procedures described in this Guided Bore Plan.  The Guided Bore Contractors 
will continually monitor drilling conditions and maintain the records described in 
this Guided Bore Plan.  The Guided Bore Contractors are responsible for 
communicating loss of drilling fluid circulation and stopping or changing the drill 
program in the event of an observed or anticipated inadvertent return.  [Note:  The 
Guided Bore Contractor information is currently pending and will be provided with 
a future draft of this plan.] 
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• EI:  The EI, in conjunction with the Guided Bore Contractors, will periodically 
visually inspect the bore alignment for signs of inadvertent returns.  In the event of 
an inadvertent return, the EI will work with the Guided Bore Contractors to 
implement the remediation activities described in this Guided Bore Plan.  The EI 
will report any inadvertent returns to the designated WBI Energy Representative 
and work with the WBI Energy Representative to notify regulatory and/or resource 
agencies of the inadvertent return as required.  The EI will document response and 
remediation actions taken for the inadvertent return. 



• WBI Energy Representative:  A designated WBI Energy Representative will be 
responsible for notifying regulatory and/or resource agencies of inadvertent returns 
as required and working with the agencies, Guided Bore Contractors, EIs, and 
other Project personnel as appropriate to develop and implement any corrective 
actions associated with an inadvertent return. 



3.0 PRECONSTRUCTION ACTIVITIES 



3.1 TRAINING 



Prior to initiation of Project activities, all Guided Bore Contractors and WBI Energy 
personnel involved in Project construction will be required to attend formal environmental training.  
The training will include review of the elements and procedures described in this Guided Bore 
Plan.  The WBI Energy Representative will maintain documentation of training topics and 
personnel in attendance.  The EI will provide subsequent training to personnel who arrive on the 
Project during construction.  The level of training received will be commensurate with the roles 
and responsibilities of the individuals and will focus on measures to be implemented to minimize 
risk of an inadvertent return, on the guided bore-specific health and safety topics, and on the 
inadvertent return containment equipment and materials. 



Additional training will be completed in the event that personnel or conditions change and 
affect the implementation of the guided bore (e.g., weather, scope changes). 



3.2 INSPECTION 



Guided Bore Contractor personnel and the EI will inspect the land-based portions of the 
drill path prior to construction to identify any conditions that would impede the visual and 
pedestrian field inspection and will develop modifications to the inspection routine as needed. 



3.3 NOTIFICATION PROCEDURES 



3.3.1 Landowner Notification 



Prior to commencing the guided bore, landowners will be notified in writing of the upcoming 
construction, which will include the anticipated guided bore start and end dates, planned access 
routes to the construction sites, and contact information for WBI Energy personnel.  Landowner 
permission will be obtained prior to conducting the pedestrian survey and land-based inspection 
of the drill path. 
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3.3.2 Agency Notification 



WBI Energy will notify appropriate agencies—including FERC, the United States Army 
Corps of Engineers, and state agencies—prior to the commencement of the guided bore crossing 
if required by agency permits.  The notification will include the anticipated duration of drilling and 
contact information for appropriate WBI Energy personnel. 



4.0 DOCUMENTATION 



This Guided Bore Plan will be available and accessible to all personnel on the site during 
guided bore activities.  Additional documentation that will be available and accessible on site is 
described in table 2. 



TABLE 1 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Documentation to Be Available/Accessible on Site 



Procedure Responsible Party Documentation 
Employee Training WBI Energy Representative and EI Record of employee training detailing when training was 



conducted, material covered, and employees in 
attendance. 



Visual Monitoring Guided Bore Contractor and EI Record name of inspector, time of inspection, and 
observations for each inspection. 



Instrument Logs Guided Bore Contractor Logs that document pilot hole progression, drill string 
axial and torsional loads, annulus pressures, and drilling 
fluid discharge rate and pressure. 



Drilling Fluid Composition Guided Bore Contractor Logs of drilling fluid composition and physical properties 
throughout drilling activities.  Safety Data Sheets for 
drilling fluid and any additives will be maintained. 



Public and Agency 
Correspondence 



WBI Energy Representative and EI Records of communication with the public and agencies 
and any response actions taken if required. 



 
A summary of guided bore activities will be included in construction status reports provided 



to FERC. 



5.0 DRILLING FLUID MANAGEMENT 



Drilling fluid (also referred to as drilling mud) will consist of water mixed with bentonite—a 
non-toxic, naturally occurring sedimentary clay.  Although not currently determined, there is 
potential that the Guided Bore Contractors may propose to use drilling fluid additives.  Drilling 
fluid additives used during construction will be limited to non-petrochemical-based, non-
hazardous additives currently certified to the American National Standards Institute / National 
Sanitation Foundation International Standard 60.  Use of additives other than those certified to 
the American National Standards Institute / National Sanitation Foundation International 
Standard 60 would not be allowed unless approved by the appropriate regulatory authorities.  In 
addition, use of any drilling fluid additive or lost circulation material that has not been previously 
disclosed would require advance notification to, and approval by, FERC.  Documentation of the 
composition and properties of all drilling fluids to be used will be maintained at the job site and 
available for review by WBI Energy, the EI, and by any jurisdictional authorities.  No fluid additives 
will be used that do not comply with the permit requirements and environmental regulations 
applicable to the Project. 
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[Note:  Prior to construction, additional information regarding sources of drilling water and 
laboratory analysis (as applicable), drilling fluid additives and Safety Data Sheets, anticipated 
volumes, and drilling fluid disposal will be provided as attachment B.] 



6.0 DRILLING OPERATIONAL CONDITIONS AND MONITORING AND RESPONSE 
ACTIONS 



Table 3 provides an overview of the drilling operational conditions and corresponding 
monitoring and response actions.  Subsequent sections of this Guided Bore Plan provide details 
regarding each of the three conditions identified in table 3. 



TABLE 2 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Overview of Drilling Operational Conditions and Monitoring and Response Actions 



Condition Status Actions 
Condition 1:  
Normal Drilling 
Conditions 



Normal drilling fluid 
circulation is maintained 



• Perform routine collection of drilling fluid at endpoints. 
• Perform routine drilling data collection. 
• Conduct routine visual monitoring. 



Condition 2:  
Loss of 
Circulation 



Loss, or significant 
reduction, of drilling fluid 
circulation 



• Discontinue drilling; continue pumping and rotating, and slowly swab the 
drill string, if appropriate. 



• Notify the EI. 
• Adjust drilling fluid and parameters in an effort to regain circulation. 
• Perform focused visual monitoring. 
• Continue drilling if no release to surface is detected. 



Condition 3:  
Drilling Fluid 
Release and 
Remediation 



Drilling fluid release to 
surface or waterbody is 
confirmed 



• Notify EI and the WBI Energy Representative. 
• Notify regulatory agencies and authorities having jurisdiction. 
• Discontinue pumping; continue rotating and slowly swab the drill string, 



if appropriate. 
• Monitor and document the release area. 
• Contain and collect the release, if practical. 
• If the release is contained and collected, resume pumping and drilling. 
• If containment and collection is not practical, suspend guided bore 



operations. 
• WBI Energy, in consultation with jurisdictional authorities, will issue a 



notice to proceed, notice to relocate, or notice to shut down. 



 
6.1 CONDITION 1—NORMAL DRILLING CONDITIONS 



6.1.1 Drilling Operations 



Documentation of the composition and properties of all drilling fluids to be used will be 
maintained at the job site and will be available for review by WBI Energy, its designated 
representative, the EI, and authorities having jurisdiction.  Documentation shall include complete 
manufacturer’s literature and Safety Data Sheets.  No fluid will be used that does not comply with 
permit requirements and environmental regulations. 



The Guided Bore Contractor shall maximize reuse of drilling fluid surface returns by 
providing solids control and fluid cleaning equipment of a configuration and capacity that can 
process surface returns and produce drilling fluid suitable for reuse. 
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Guided Bore drilling rigs are equipped with instrumentation that monitors various 
parameters of the drilling process, such as fluid flowrate, annular pressure, thrust pressure, 
rotational torque, angle, and depth.  The Guided Bore Contractor shall provide and maintain 
instrumentation that will accurately locate the pilot hole, measure drill string axial and torsional 
loads, and measure drilling fluid discharge rate and pressure.  Drilling fluid pressure can only be 
monitored during drilling of the pilot hole.  During reaming and swab passes, drilling fluid pressure 
is negligible due to the open ends of the drill path.  WBI Energy and its designated representatives 
will have access to these instruments and readings at all times.  If requested, WBI Energy will 
provide this information to regulatory agencies having jurisdiction.  A log of all recorded readings 
shall be maintained at the drill rig site and will become a part of the “As-Built” information to be 
supplied by the Guided Bore Contractor. 



6.1.2 Routine Monitoring 



Routine monitoring under Condition 1 will consist of a visual examination by Guided Bore 
Contractor personnel or the EI along the drilled alignment, including observing for turbidity plumes 
within the waterbody being crossed.  These examinations will be made periodically on a time 
interval not to exceed 4 hours and may be curtailed during hours of darkness.  If a sudden loss in 
drilling fluid pressure is detected, then powerboats, unmanned drones, and/or other aerial or 
over-water equipment will be used to observe and monitor for turbidity plumes at the surface of 
the waterbody during the guided bore crossing.  The Guided Bore Contractor personnel or EI will 
have appropriate operational communication equipment (e.g., radio, cell phone) available at all 
times while observing the installation of the guided bore crossing.  The name of the examiner, 
time of the examination, and observations shall be kept in a log at the rig site and will be available 
for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated representatives.  Upon request, WBI Energy will 
also make the logs available to the regulatory agencies having jurisdiction. 



If loss of circulation and possible release of drilling fluid to the surface is detected, 
Condition 2 will be implemented. 



6.2 CONDITION 2—LOSS OF CIRCULATION 



6.2.1 Drilling Operations 



The following procedures shall be implemented if a loss, or significant reduction, of drilling 
fluid circulation occurs: 



• Discontinue drilling or reaming activities.  Continue pumping and rotating and 
slowly swab the drill string, if appropriate.  Swabbing involves withdrawing the drill 
string to mechanically clean the drilled hole and reduces chances of the drill string 
getting stuck. 



• The Guided Bore Contractor shall immediately notify the EI.  The EI will document 
that operations are continuing under Condition 2 in the daily report and notify the 
WBI Energy representative as necessary. 



• The Guided Bore Contractor shall immediately take steps to restore circulation, 
which include, but are not limited to, the following: 
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o Adjust drilling fluid properties and parameters to encourage annular flow by 
specifically weighting up or down, increasing viscosity, or adding lost 
circulation material (walnut shells, mica, or other additives to promote 
circulation) to plug the seam where fluid is being lost.  Flow shall be 
maintained such that annular velocities promote returns to the drilling pits. 



o At the Guided Bore Contractor’s option, employ lost circulation material as 
long as such materials have been approved by WBI Energy and comply 
with permit requirements and environmental regulations. 



• Perform focused monitoring along the drill path for drilling fluid release to surface. 



• If circulation is restored or drilling fluid is not observed at surface, drilling will 
continue under Condition 2 for a period of not less than 8 drilling hours.  If a release 
is not identified and loss or significant reduction of drilling fluid circulation does not 
occur, the Guided Bore Contractor shall notify the EI that drilling under Condition 
1 has resumed.  The EI will document that drilling under Condition 1 has resumed. 



• If drilling fluid release is identified through focused monitoring, Condition 3 shall be 
implemented. 



• If circulation cannot be restored, the Guided Bore Contractor shall notify the EI and 
WBI Energy and continue drilling under Condition 2. 



6.2.2 Focused Monitoring 



Focused monitoring under Condition 2 will consist of continuous visual observation along 
the drilled alignment by Guided Bore Contractor personnel and/or the EI with no other jobsite 
responsibilities.  Focused monitoring will take place over the minimum 8-hour Condition 2 drilling 
timeline, as indicated above.  The time and results of drilled alignment observations shall be kept 
in a log at the rig site and shall be available for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated 
representatives.  Upon request, WBI Energy will also make the logs available to the regulatory 
agencies having jurisdiction.  If a drilling fluid release to the surface is detected, Condition 3 shall 
be implemented. 



6.3 CONDITION 3—DRILLING FLUID RELEASE AND REMEDIATION 



6.3.1 Drilling Operations 



The following procedures will be implemented if a drilling fluid release to the surface is 
detected: 



• The Guided Bore Contractor will cease drilling immediately and notify the EI.  The 
EI will document the location of the release and the containment and cleanup of 
the release in the daily report.  WBI Energy will be notified immediately of any 
releases into a waterbody or other sensitive areas, or if a release threatens to enter 
these areas.  
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• In the event of a release into a waterbody, WBI Energy shall immediately notify the 
following agencies and contacts listed in table 4 below [Prior to construction, the 
names and contact information will be added to this plan]. 



TABLE 3 
 



Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Inadvertent Release Notification Information 



Agency Name Phone Number 
FERC David Hanobic 202-502-8312 



United States Army Corps of Engineers TBD TBD 



United States Fish and Wildlife Service TBD TBD 



Department of Health, Division of Water Quality TBD TBD 



State Water Commission TBD TBD 



Game and Fish Department TBD TBD 



 
• The Guided Bore Contractor will discontinue pumping and will rotate and slowly 



swab the drill string if appropriate.  Swabbing involves withdrawing the drill string 
to mechanically clean the drilled hole and reduces chances of the drill string getting 
stuck. 



• If public health and safety are threatened by the inadvertent release, drilling 
operations will be shut down until the threat is eliminated. 



• If the release occurs on land, it shall be contained with hand-placed barriers (e.g., 
hay bales, sand bags, silt fences) and collected for disposal or reuse.  If the amount 
of the release exceeds that which can be contained with hand-placed barriers, 
small excavated collection sumps (less than 5 cubic yards) may be used.  Pumping 
and drilling may continue under Condition 2 as long as the release is being 
contained and collected. 



• If the amount of the release occurring on land exceeds that which can be contained 
and collected using small sumps, drilling operations shall be suspended until 
released volumes can be brought under control. 



• It is considered generally ineffective and unfeasible to contain drilling fluids that 
may be released into a large waterbody.  If the release occurs directly into a river, 
natural river currents would dissipate the drilling fluid such that—depending on the 
fluid volume—it is not anticipated that a release would significantly increase the 
natural turbidity of the affected river.  Bentonite would be suspended in the water 
column and then settle out downstream.  However, if the EI determines that the 
turbidity plume would adversely affect sensitive resources or the plume is 
excessively large, a floating turbidity curtain or floating silt booms may be 
implemented over the release to contain the fluid and facilitate settling of the 
suspended solids.  In those areas that can be contained, the underwater release 
will be collected using pumps. 
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• If the release occurs near a potable water source or water well, the Guided Bore 
Contractor will test the water quality and yield for the water well owner and will 
provide an alternate supply of water to affected landowners until the water source 
or well is repaired.  Water well repairs will occur at WBI Energy’s expense. 



• If the amount of any drilling fluid release on land exceeds that which can be 
practically contained and collected or if a turbidity plume within a waterbody is 
observed to be excessively large, drilling operations shall be suspended and the 
Guided Bore Contractor will notify WBI Energy that drilling cannot continue without 
a continuous release of drilling fluid.  WBI Energy, in consultation with jurisdictional 
authorities, will then issue a notice to proceed or issue a notice to shut down until 
further notice. 



• If impacts are noted to be occurring to fish or wildlife due to exposure to released 
drilling fluids, drilling operations shall be suspended and the Guided Bore 
Contractor will notify WBI Energy immediately.  WBI Energy, in consultation with 
jurisdictional authorities, will issue a notice to proceed or issue a notice to shut 
down until further notice. 



6.3.2 Focused Monitoring 



Focused monitoring under Condition 3 will consist of continuous visual observation along 
the drilled alignment and at any and all release areas.  Focused monitoring shall be conducted 
by Guided Bore Contractor personnel and/or the EI with no other jobsite responsibilities.  The time 
and results of the focused monitoring observations shall be kept in a written log at the jobsite and 
shall be available for inspection by WBI Energy and its designated representatives.  Upon request, 
WBI Energy will also make the logs available to the regulatory agencies having jurisdiction. 



7.0 RESPONDING TO INADVERTENT RETURNS 



7.1 MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT 



Materials that will be stored on the site in the event of an inadvertent return include the 
following: 



• wood stakes; 



• sandbags; 



• plastic sheeting; 



• spill sorbent pads and booms; 



• certified weed-free straw bales; 



• silt fence; 



• corrugated plastic pipe; 
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• shovels; and 



• push brooms. 



Mechanical equipment that will be either immediately available or staged on the site in 
case of an inadvertent return include the following: 



• vacuum truck; 



• centrifugal, trash, and sup pumps; 



• rubber-tired or wide-track backhoe; 



• storage tanks; 



• floating turbidity curtains; 



• powerboats, unmanned drones, or other means of monitoring the lake surface; and 



• skidsteer, as needed. 



7.2 RETURNS WITHIN CERTIFICATED WORKSPACE 



Containment and cleanup of returns within uplands and wetlands within the certificated 
workspace will occur immediately following the discovery.  Guided Bore Contractor personnel will 
utilize the materials described above to contain and control the spread of any released drilling 
fluid.  Drilling fluid will generally be cleaned by hand using hand shovels, buckets, and soft-bristled 
brooms where possible to avoid damage to existing vegetation.  In heavily impacted areas, 
mechanized equipment may be utilized and restoration techniques will be implemented in 
accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan and 
Wetland and Waterbody Construction and Mitigation Procedures.  Fresh water washes will also 
be employed if deemed beneficial and feasible.  Material will be collected in containers for 
temporary storage prior to removal from the site. 



7.3 RETURNS OUTSIDE CERTIFICATED WORKSPACE 



Should an inadvertent return be discovered outside of certificated workspace, WBI Energy 
will attempt to gather landowner permission, obtain all required environmental clearances, and 
seek a FERC variance in order to access the impacted area as soon as possible. 



8.0 RESTORATION 



If an inadvertent return were to occur, the Guided Bore Plan will be implemented to contain 
and recover the drilling fluid.  Areas that were affected by the inadvertent return will be restored 
to preconstruction conditions to the extent practicable in accordance with FERC’s Upland Erosion 
Control, Revegetation, and Maintenance Plan and Wetland and Waterbody Construction and 
Mitigation Procedures. 
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9.0 CONTINGENCY PLANNING 



If the actions described above do not address the issue, WBI Energy may implement 
mitigation measures, select a new drill path, or abandon the drill and consider alternate crossing 
measures.  Abandonment procedures and alternative crossing measures will be discussed with 
appropriate permitting and regulatory agencies and required approvals will be obtained prior to 
implementing alternative crossing measures. 



9.1 MITIGATION MEASURES 



Before identifying alternative crossing locations or techniques, an attempt will be made to 
identify and assess the reason for the drill failure and implement measures to reduce additional 
inadvertent returns.  Potential mitigation measures include the following: 



• utilize surface (conductor) casing(s); 



• use the intersect drill method; 



• pre-grout permeable ground or fractured rock; 



• install relief wells to provide a preferential pathway for drilling fluids to migrate to 
the surface; and/or 



• plan for use of special drilling fluids, viscosity, pressure, and/or drill speed. 



9.2 NEW DRILL PATH 



Depending on the nature of the problem, WBI Energy may choose to select a new drill 
path that mitigates the cause of the problem.  This would result in an altered alignment or depth 
of drill path, which may retain sections of the original drilled path that are not at risk to the problem.  
For any section of abandoned hole, the abandonment procedures identified in section 9.3 below 
would apply only to the abandoned section of the hole. 



9.3 ABANDONMENT 



In the event a drill hole is to be abandoned, the following procedures will be implemented: 



• heavy drilling mud or cement mixture will be pumped into the hole as the drill 
assembly is extracted to seal the abandoned drill hole; and 



• the drill end points will be cut and sealed within approximately 5 feet of the surface,  
filled with soil, and graded to the original contour. 



9.4 ALTERNATIVE CROSSING METHODS 



WBI Energy proposes to cross the waterbodies addressed in this plan via guided bore; 
however, in the event that the above options have been exhausted at a guided bore waterbody 
crossing, WBI Energy is committed to completing the Project in an effective and timely manner 
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Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and Operations Plan 
 



Draft 1F-2-11 May 2022 



and will consider alternative crossing options.  In developing an appropriate alternative to the 
proposed guided bore crossings, consideration will be given to the following: 



• stream bank type, flow width, depth, velocity, and flow volume; 



• surrounding topography; 



• waterbody substrate; 



• condition of riparian areas; 



• condition and extent of wetlands, if any, on each side of the crossing; and 



• aquatic biota. 



These and other factors will be considered and discussed with the appropriate regulatory 
agencies to minimize environmental impact and secure appropriate approvals.  WBI Energy will 
conduct a site-specific analysis to select other feasible crossing methods that do not utilize the 
guided bore method.  This could include a new route alignment and trenching and backfilling the 
pipeline across the waterbody bed.  Final selection of an alternative crossing method will be 
submitted to FERC and other jurisdictional agencies with supporting data.
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Attachment A Detailed Scaled Guided Bore Plan and Profile 
Drawings 
(Plan and profile drawings for perennial waterbody 
crossings to be provided prior to construction) 
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Guided Bore Drilling Fluid Monitoring and Operations Plan 
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Attachment B Drilling Fluid Additive Safety Data Sheets 
(to be provided prior to construction) 
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1 December 2021 



Grace Puppe 
County Planner 
Cass County Planning Office 
1201 Main Ave. W 
West Fargo, North Dakota 58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Ms. Puppe, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
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1 December 2021 



Kyle Krump 
Councilman 
Colfax City Council 
PO Box 51 
Colfax, ND 58018 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Krump, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Russel Sahr 
Chairman 
City of Horace Planning Commission 
215 Park Drive East 
Horace, ND 58047 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Chairman Sahr, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Sue Kersting 
Committee Member 
Kindred Planning and Zoning Committee 
31 5th Avenue N 
Kindred, North Dakota 58051 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Ms. Kersting, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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Davis Gray



From: City of Kindred <cityofkindred@msn.com>
Sent: Tuesday, January 11, 2022 4:01 PM
To: Davis Gray
Subject: WBI/MDU Information Requests on Projects in the Vicinity
Attachments: ERM_WBI Energy Transmission_MDU Kindred-Wahpeton Extension_ROI on Projects in 



the Vicinity_12.09.2021.pdf



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 



Hello Davis, 



Thank you for calling today. As we discussed, the City of Kindred is not aware of any projects within our immediate area 
that would affect the Wahpeton Expansion Project. We look forward to this project filling the need for natural gas in our 
area. Please let us know if you have any further questions. 



Thanks! 



Tabitha Arnaud 
Kindred City Auditor 
Phone: (701) 428‐3115 
www.KindredND.com 



***OFFICE HOURS*** 
Monday ‐ Thursday: 8:30am‐3:30pm 
Friday: CLOSED 



From: City of Kindred  
Sent: Wednesday, December 15, 2021 1:33 PM 
To: Mike Blevins <midwestinspectionservicesnd@gmail.com> 
Cc: Sue Kersting <suzyquack@yahoo.com> 
Subject: WBI/MDU Information Requests on Projects in the Vicinity 



Hi Mike, 



I shared the attached letter with Sue Kersting (copied). I know you are helping with building permits in the surrounding 
townships/areas too, so we felt you may be the best contact to help answer the questions within the letter. Can you 
please review and let me know if there would be anything in our area that should be shared with ERM? Or if you have 
already responded on behalf of another entity?  



Thanks for your help! 



Tabitha Arnaud 
Kindred City Auditor 
Phone: (701) 428‐3115 
www.KindredND.com 
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***OFFICE HOURS*** 
Monday ‐ Thursday: 8:30am‐3:30pm 
Friday: CLOSED  



If you would like to register for email updates and notices from the City of Kindred, simply reply or email us 
with “EMAIL LIST” in the Subject line. 



If you would like to be removed from our email list, please reply back with “UNSUBSCRIBE” in the Subject 
line. 
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1 December 2021 



Jay Dietz 
Chairman 
Mapleton Planning & Zoning Commission 
PO Box 9  
Mapleton, ND  58059 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Chairman Dietz, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Sid Berg 
Commissioner 
Richland County Board of Commissioners 
PO Box 55 
Colfax, ND 58018 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Commissioner Berg, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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1 December 2021 



Chris DeVries 
Community Development Director 
Wahpeton Community Development 
1900 4th Street 
Wahpeton, ND 58075 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. DeVries, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 



1H-22











Clay
County



Wilkin
County



Cass
County



Richland
County



KindredLeonard



Prairie
Rose



Frontier



Horace



Abercrombie



Colfax



West
Fargo



Walcott



Christine



WahpetonDwight



Mapleton



Oxbow



Reile's
Acres



Davenport



Fargo



Briarwood



Casselton



MDU - Kindred
Border Station



MDU - Wahpeton
Border Station



Mapleton
Compressor
Station



p
Compressor Station



Delivery Point



Proposed Route
0 2.5 5



Miles



Project Overview
Wahpeton Expansion Project



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc.
Cass and Richland County, North Dakota



This information is for environmental review purposes only.



MPLS M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report.aprx  |  REVISED: 12/01/2021  |  SCALE: 1:331,048 DRAWN BY: RJC



1:331,048



N O R T H



D A K O T A



1H-23











ERM Environmental Resources Management  
CityCentre Four  
840 West Sam Houston Parkway North, 
Suite 600  
Houston, Texas 77024-3920 



Telephone: +1 281-600-1000 
Fax: +1 281-520-4625 



www.erm.com 



Page 1 of 2 



1 December 2021 



Tim Solberg 
Assistant City Administrator 
West Fargo Planning and Community Development Department 
800 Fourth Ave. E, Suite 1 
West Fargo, ND  58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Solberg, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 



Reina Foster 
ERM 



Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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From: Aaron M. Nelson <Aaron.Nelson@westfargond.gov>  
Sent: Thursday, December 30, 2021 4:44 PM 
To: Reina Foster <Reina.Foster@erm.com> 
Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project Request for Information on Projects in 
the Vicinity 



CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the 
sender and know the content is safe. 



Reina Foster, 



The City of West Fargo received your letter regarding “WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion 
Project Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity” dated 12/1/2021. 



Planning staff is unaware of any projects in this area, aside from the FM Diversion Project (https://fmdiversion.gov/). 
Please note that the City of West Fargo exercises extraterritorial zoning jurisdiction within this vicinity. If you have any 
additional questions, please let me know. 



Thank you, 



Aaron M. Nelson, AICP 
Planning Director, City of West Fargo 



800 Fourth Ave. E., Suite #1 
West Fargo, ND 58078 
(701) 515-5373
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Visit our website at: 
westfargond.gov 
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1 December 2021 



Joe Kolb 
Chairman 
Planning and Zoning Commission 
800 Fourth Ave. E., Suite 1 
West Fargo, ND 58078 



Subject: WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. Proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Request for Information on Projects in the Vicinity 



Dear Mr. Kolb, 



WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) operates an interstate natural gas transmission 
pipeline system in the Northern Plains and is proposing to expand its system in southeastern 
North Dakota. The proposed Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project) will involve constructing 
approximately 60 miles of 12-inch diameter natural gas pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing 
Mapleton Compressor Station near Mapleton, North Dakota, to a new delivery station near 
Wahpeton, North Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station and two new delivery stations, one near Kindred, North Dakota and (as 
previously mentioned) one near Wahpeton. The enclosed map shows the preliminary proposed 
pipeline route and locations of project facilities. 



The Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) is the lead federal agency responsible for the 
review of the Project. ERM-West, Inc. (ERM) is assisting WBI Energy with assessing the potential 
environmental impacts of the Project for the FERC application. This assessment will include a 
discussion of cumulative impacts, which requires us to identify and analyze other past, present, 
and future projects in the vicinity of the Project.    



We are requesting your assistance in identifying recently completed, current, or proposed/planned 
projects within the vicinity of the Wahpeton Expansion Project that should be considered in our 
assessment. The types of projects that are typically considered include road, bridge, flood control, 
airport, and highway projects; industrial, commercial, recreational facilities, and residential 
developments; and pipeline and electrical transmission lines; however, information on any type of 
nearby project would be helpful.  Information regarding the timing of these projects and maps or 
other locational information that would allow us to graphically display the locations of these 
projects relative to the Wahpeton Expansion Project would also be appreciated. 



Thank you for your assistance with this matter. Receiving your responses within 30 days or by 
December 31, 2021 will allow WBI Energy to maintain the project schedule. If you have questions, 
I can be reached at (832) 786-5942 or by email at reina.foster@erm.com. 
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Sincerely, 
 



 



Reina Foster 
ERM 
 
Attachment – Project Overview Map 
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ERM 



Call Log 
Log of Telephone Conversation 



Date March 10, 2022 



Time of Conversation 9:30 AM (Central Time) 



Call To / From Whom To: Jason Benson 



Company / Organization Cass County Highway Department 



Phone Number (701) 298-2370



ERM Contact Davis Gray 



Phone number 281-638-2615



Reference Wahpeton Expansion Project 



LOG OF CONVERSATION 
Mr. Gray requested information about the timing of the Bridge Replacement and Drain 14 Realignment 
project listed on the Cass County website. 



Mr. Benson indicated that they wanted to begin as early April 2022 and, and that it should be 
completed before July 4, 2022.  He noted that flooding could cause delays, and that anticipated that 
construction would not extend beyond August 2022 This all depends on flooding though so that could 
cause delays. Construction shouldn’t last past August.  
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ERM 



Call Log 
Log of Telephone Conversation 



Date May 2, 2022 



Time of Conversation 9:00 AM (Central Time) 



Call To / From Whom To: Grant Golatter 



Company / Organization North Dakota Department of Transportation 



Phone Number (701) 205-7399



ERM Contact Davis Gray 



Phone number 281-638-2615



Reference Wahpeton Expansion Project Cumulative Research 



LOG OF CONVERSATION 
Mr. Gray called and requested information about the preventative maintenance project on Highway 94 
between Casselton and West Fargo, and Mr. Golatter indicated that the project began in April 2022, 
and is anticipated to be complete by August 2022.  



Mr. Golatter mentioned that there is additional work in the vicinity, including a bridge replacement 
project between Casselton and Mapleton that will be completed next year, two bridge replacement 
projects that will be completed before winter of this year, and one bridge that will be completed in 
spring of next year.  
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



Meridian Grove 
2nd Addition 



Residential Verity Homes plans to expand 
the Meridian Grove 2nd Addition 
Project subdivision project. 



Under 
construction 



Under 
construction/ 
Unknown 



Cass 1.0 mile south 
of MP 1.4 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Mapleton, 
North Dakota, 
2021 



Asmoor Glen Residential Beyond Reality plans to expand 
the Asmoor Glen subdivision 
along the Maple River Golf 
Course.  



Under 
construction 



Under 
construction/ 
Unknown 



Cass 1.2 miles 
south of MP 
1.3 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Mapleton, 
North Dakota, 
2021 



Flickertail Solar 
Project 



Energy Savion is developing a 
350-megawatt solar project that 
will provide power to 
approximately 100,000 homes 
near Colfax, North Dakota.  The 
project will take place on a 3,000-
acre site in an upside down 
horseshoe shape to the east, 
north, and west of the city of 
Colfax, North Dakota.  
Construction of the project is 
expected to last 9 months and is 
expected to create hundreds of 
jobs during construction and 2 to 
3 permanent jobs once 
construction is complete.  The 
project will also create tax 
benefits for Richland County. 



Permit 
obtained 



2022/2024 Richland Likely 0.8 mile 
south of MP 
39.7 (Exact 
location 
unknown) 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Wahpeton 
Daily News, 
2020 



Harmony Solar 
Project 



Energy National Grid Renewables 
(formerly Geronimo Energy) is 
planning to spend $320 million 
on the Harmony Solar Project, a 
200-megawatt system located 
near Fargo in Harmony 
Township.  State and local 
officials approved the project in 
2019; however, the project has 
not started construction as of 
October 2021. 



Permit 
obtained 



Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass 2.8 miles 
north of MP 
0.3 



 



0 SO Grand Forks 
Herald, 2018 
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NuStar Pipeline 
Operating 
Partnership 
Pipeline 
Relocation 
Project 



Energy NuStar Pipeline Operating 
Partnership L.P. (NuStar) is 
proposing to relocate the portion 
of NuStar’s existing North 
System Pipeline that will be 
impacted by construction of the 
Fargo-Moorhead Diversion 
Channel.  The project will involve 
installation of approximately 2.21 
miles of 10-inch inside diameter 
steel pipeline. 



Permit 
obtained 



Unknown (but 
prior to the 
Fargo-
Moorhead 
Diversion 
Channel 
construction 
in the region)/ 
Unknown 



Cass 0.2 miles east 
of MP 6.1 



 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, AQ-con 



North Dakota 
Public Service 
Commission, 
2020 



MDU 
Distribution 
System for 
Kindred 



Energy MDU will build a new 
nonjurisdictional distribution 
system to provide natural gas to 
industrial and residential 
customers in Kindred that want to 
convert from propane to natural 
gas service. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Will connect 
with the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 
facilities at the 
MDU-Kindred 
Border Station 
and extend 
west to 
customers in 
Kindred 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 
 



MDU 
Distribution 
System for 
Wahpeton 



Energy MDU will build an incremental 
nonjurisdictional distribution line 
to connect the new MDU—
Wahpeton Border Station to 
customers in Wahpeton. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Will connect 
with the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 
facilities at the 
MDU-
Wahpeton 
Border Station 
and extend 
east to 
customers in 
Wahpeton 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



MDU 
Distribution - 
Farm Tap 
Service 



Energy If WBI Energy builds farm taps 
off the mainline, MDU could run 
nonjurisdictional service lines to 
potential landowners for grain 
dryers, workshops, and 
residences.  The number and 
type of service has still not been 
determined. 



Unknown Unknown 
(likely 2024)/ 
Unknown; 
likely 2024 
after 
construction 
of the 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Facilities 
would connect 
to as yet to be 
determined 
farm taps 
along 
Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project right-
of-way 



1.0, various 
locations 
 
 



WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



Applicant 



Fargo-
Moorhead Area 
Diversion 
Project 



Utilities 
(Non 
Energy) 



This USACE Flood Risk 
Management Project is a 20,000-
cubic foot per second diversion 
channel in North Dakota with 
upstream staging.  This project 
includes a southern 
embankment, river control 
structures on the Wild Rice and 
Red Rivers, and diversion 
channels into the Red, Rush, and 
Lower Rush River Inlets. 



Under 
construction 



2017/ 2025 Cass and 
Richland 



At its closest 
point 1.3 
miles east of 
MP 5.2 



0 WW, WF, 
VG, SO 



Metro Flood 
Diversion 
Authority. 
2021 
 



Power lines Utilities 
(Non 
Energy) 



Power lines will need to be built 
to serve the nonjurisdictional 
facilities. 



Planned 2024/ 2024 
after 
construction 
the Wahpeton 
Expansion 
Project 



Cass and 
Richland 



Unknown but 
a portion of 
the power 
lines could be 
adjacent to 
the proposed 
MDU—
Kindred and 
MDU—
Wahpeton 
border 
stations 



<0.5 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VSN-con, 
AQ-con 



Applicant 
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



Kindred/Daven
port Regional 
Airport (i.e., 
Robert 
Odegaard Field 
Airport) 
Runway 
Expansion 



Transportat
ion 



The Kindred Airport has plans to 
expand the runway and 
departure surface to cross 53rd 
Street and 166th street. 



Expansion 
plans have 
been 
developed 



First 
expansion -
2027; 
Future 
expansion – 
unknown/ 
First 
expansion -
2029; Future 
expansion - 
Unknown 



Cass 0.4 miles west 
of MP 23.3 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, VS, N-
con  



Applicant 



Ongoing 
agricultural 
Activity 



Other The majority of lands crossed by 
the project are existing 
agricultural fields.  The 
agricultural activity is expected to 
continue in this area for the life of 
the project. 



Past, 
present, 
future 



Not 
Applicable/ 
Ongoing 



Cass and 
Richland 



Entire Project 702.2 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VS, N-op, N-
con, AQ-con 



N/A 



New unnamed 
pipeline 



Energy The North Dakota Legislature 
approved $150 million 
appropriation from federal 
pandemic relief funds to support 
construction of a major natural 
gas pipeline project to capture 
gas from western North Dakota 
and transport it to eastern North 
Dakota.  The additional natural 
gas takeaway capacity is needed 
soon or oil producers will be 
forced to constrain production to 
avoid flaring the associated 
natural gas. 



Unknown Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass (and 
many other 
counties) 



Information 
Not Available 



0 SO Western 
Dakota 
Energy 
Association, 
2021 



North Dakota 
Department  of 
Transportation 
(NDDOT) 1 



Transportat
ion 



NDDOT structure repair project 
on I-29 southbound bridge at the 
Wild Rice River. 



Complete April 2021/ 
July 2021 



Cass 7.5 miles east 
of MP 18.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 











Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—Appendix 1I 



 



Final 1I-5 May 2022 



APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 2 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project including spall 
repair, joint repair, Concrete 
Pavement Repair, and deck 
repair on I-94, 9th St, 45th St, 
and I-29 interchange. 



Complete 2021/ 2021 Cass 6.2 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 3 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project including 
grading, Plain Cement Concrete, 
bridge, and bike path work on 
64th Ave S and 38th St S to 33rd 
St S in Fargo. 



Under 
construction 



Spring 2021/ 
Fall 2022 



Cass 7.1 miles east 
of MP 12.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 4 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT paving on I-29, 
Northbound, 3.8 miles south of 
Grandin to 1.2 miles north of ND 
200. 



Unable to 
confirm 
construction 
schedule. 



Unknown/ 
Unknown 



Cass 19.3 miles 
north of MP 0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 5 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving mill and 
overlay on Hwy 38 from JCT I-94 
North to Page. 



Upcoming; 
went to bid 
in December 
2021 



2022/ 2022 Cass 23.4 miles 
west of MP 
0.4 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 6 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 
intersection turn lane 
improvements on I-29 /38th St. 
Intersection. 



Complete May 2021 
October 2021 



Cass 7.0 miles east 
of MP 10.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 7 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Concrete Pavement 
Repair on I-29 from Main Ave to 
Co 20 north and southbound 
lanes. 



Complete 2021/ 2021 Cass 7.8 miles east 
of MP 5.2 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 8 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT chip seal on I-29 near 
South Dakota border (SD line to 
RP 11, 11.3 Miles). 



Bid opens 
February 
2022 



2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 23.3 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 9 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT construction of the I-94 
Raymond Interchange. 



Complete July 2021/ 
September 
2021 



Cass 0.0 miles 
Intersects the 
project 
workspace at 
MP 6.0 



0.25 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS,  
N-op, N-con, 
AQ-con 



NDDOT, 
2021a 
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APPENDIX 1I 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 



Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 10 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving mill and 
overlay on Highway 10 Junction 
18 Casselton to Mapleton. 



Complete 2020/ 
Unknown 



Cass Crosses the 
project at MP 
0.7 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
VS, N-con, 
AQ-con 



NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 11 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT deck overlay on 12th 
Avenue North in Fargo. 



Complete 2020/ August 
2020 



Cass 7.3 miles east 
of MP 5.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 12 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT concrete median barrier 
on I-29 south of 17th Avenue 
South in Fargo. 



Complete June 2020/ 
October 2020 



Cass 7.2 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 13 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT deck Overlay on the 
Wild Rice River structure at RP 
14.58 North Bound Roadway, 
Deck Replacement Exit 15 
(Great Bend Interchange), and 
Deck Overlay on the BNSF 
Separation (RP 33.013) South 
Bound Roadway. 



Complete 2020/ 2020 Richland 7.6 miles east 
of MP 18.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021a 



NDDOT 14 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Concrete pavement 
repair and chip sealing on ND 13 
from I-29 to Wahpeton. 



Complete 2020/ 2020 Richland 4.4 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 15 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Project on Highway 13 
E, Junction 13E to Junction 127 
thin overlay. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 4.4 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 16 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project on Highway 18N, 
0.8 mile of curb ramps from 7th 
Street to 3rd Street in Casselton. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass 7.1 miles west 
of MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 17 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project on Hwy 29 12.6 
miles Major Rehabilitation, 
Hunter to Near Blanchard. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass, Traill 20.9 miles 
northwest of 
MP 0.3 



0 SO NDDOT  
2021b 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 18 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving about 8 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on Highway 94 
between west of Wheatland to 
east of Cassleton. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Cass 4.8 miles 
southwest of 
MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 19 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 10.9 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on Highway 94 
between East Casselton to near 
West Fargo. 



Under 
construction 



April 2022/ 
August 2022 



Cass Crosses the 
project at MP 
5.9 



1.0 WW, VG, 
WF, CR, SO, 
GS, LU, RS, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 20 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.9 
miles of minor road rehabilitation 
on Highway 210 from Highway 
13 to Red River. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 3.1 miles 
southeast of 
MP 60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 21 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT Bridge Repair, Highway 
11, East of Fairmount. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 19.6 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 22 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 11.3 
miles minor rehabilitation on I 29, 
state line to Junction 13. 



Upcoming 2022/ 
Unknown 



Richland 8.6 miles 
southwest of 
MP 57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 23 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 10.9 
miles of structural overlay work 
on I-29 north of junction with Hwy 
13. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 0.5 miles west 
of MP 46.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS,  N-op, 
N-con, AQ-
con 



NDDOT,  
2021b 



NDDOT 24 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving I-94 
Road improvements from I-29 to 
25th Street interchange. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.3 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 



NDDOT 25 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.9 
miles of Road Improvements on 
East Wahpeton Bypass, Highway 
210. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 3.1 miles 
southeast of 
MP 60.5 



0 WW, VG, 
WF, SO, LU, 
RS, 



NDDOT, 
2021b 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 26 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 2.7 
miles of County Road 10 
Improvements, Lynchburg 
Interstate to ND 18 S Casselton. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.5 miles west 
of MP 0.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 27 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 25.0 
miles of thin overlay 
(preventative maintenance) on I-
18 N. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 7.3 miles west 
of MP 21.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 28 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 19.2 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-18 N from 
Junction 46 to Casselton. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 7.0 miles west 
of MP 1.0 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 29 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving I-29 NE 
Ramp preventative maintenance 
at 13th Avenue NE Ramp. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.7 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 30 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 4.9 
miles I-94 Road Repairs 1 mile 
west of 45th to Red River. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 5.8 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 31 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 1.9 
miles of lift station and storm 
sewer repairs on I-94, 25th Street 
to Red River. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 8.3 miles east 
of MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 32 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 12.7 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from 
Ligerwood to Hankinson. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 21.3 miles 
southwest of 
MP 57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 33 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 3.5 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from 
Hankinson to I-29. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 20.9 miles 
south of MP 
57.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



NDDOT 34 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 13.0 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-11 from I-29 to 
State Line. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Richland 19.1 miles 
south of MP 
60.5 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 35 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 12.1 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-29 from Wild 
Rice River to N Main. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.1 miles east 
of MP 10.8 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 36 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving Ramp 
Revisions on I-29 64th Avenue 
South Interchange. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.2 miles east 
of MP 12.1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 37 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 9.0 
miles of preventative 
maintenance on I-94 from E 
Buffalo to Wheatland. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 13.6 miles 
west of MP 1 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 38 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving 1.0 mile 
of Road Reconstruction, Main 
Avenue from University to 25th 
Street. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 8.8 miles east 
of MP 5.2 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 39 Transportat
ion 



NDDOT project involving ongoing 
road and bridge maintenance in 
West Fargo and Fargo. 



Upcoming Between 2023 
and 2025/ 
Between 2023 
and 2025 



Cass 7.9 miles 
northeast of 
MP 10.7 



0 SO NDDOT, 
2021b 
 



NDDOT 40  Transportat
ion 



Cass County Highway 15 
Replacement and Improvement 
Project involving bridge 
Replacement & Incidentals 
between sections 8/9 Mapleton 
Township on Cass County 
Highway 15 between Section 8 
and 9. 



Upcoming April 2022–
July 2022/ 
August 2022 



Cass 75 feet 
southeast of 
MP 6.6 



0 SO Cass County 
2022 
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Past, Present, and Reasonably Foreseeable Future Projects Evaluated for Potential Cumulative Impacts with the Wahpeton Expansion Project a 



Project Name Category Project Description Status 



Construction 
/Operation 
Commences County(ies) 



Location 
relative to 
Project 



Approximate 
Acres of 
Overlap 



Resources 
with 
Potential for 
Cumulative 
Impacts  Citation 



____________________ 
AQ-con = air quality (construction); AQ-op = air quality (operations); CR = cultural resources; GS = geology and soils; LU = land use; N/A = Not available; N-con = noise (construction); 



N-op = noise (operation); RS = recreation and special interest areas; SO = socioeconomics; TE = threatened and endangered species; VG = vegetation; VS = visual resources; 
WF = wildlife, fish; WW = wetlands, water resources 



a A description of the geographic scope of the analysis for each resource is provided in table 1.10-1 of Resource Report 1. 



 











Wahpeton Expansion Project 
Resource Report 1—Appendix 1I 



 



Final 1I-11 May 2022 



REFERENCES 



Cass County.  2022.  CB1202 - Grading, Drain 14 Realignment, Bituminous Surfacing, 
Guardrail, Bridge Removal, And 161' Long Prestressed Box Beam Bridge Over Drain 14 
In Sections 8/9 Mapleton Township On Cass County Highway 15. Available online: 
https://www.casscountynd.gov/Home/Components/RFP/RFP/97/.  Accessed:  March 
2022. 



Grand Forks Herald.  2018.  Cass County Project would be North Dakota’s first major solar 
array.  Available online:  https://www.grandforksherald.com/business/4434895-cass-
county-project-would-be-north-dakotas-first-major-solar.  Accessed:  November 2021.  



Mapleton, North Dakota.  2021.  Local Housing Developments in Mapleton.  Available online:  
https://www.mapletonnd.com/index.asp?SEC=E8153D26-F8B2-4A94-8A71-
94640139C287.  Accessed:  November 2021. 



Metro Flood Diversion Authority.  2021.  FM Area Diversion Project.  Available online:  
https://fmdiversion.gov/about-the-project/.  Accessed:  November 2021. 



North Dakota Department of Transportation (NDDOT).  2021a.  Fargo District Construction 
Projects, Current and Future Projects.  Available online:  https://www.dot.nd.gov
/projects/fargo/.  Accessed:  November 2021. 



North Dakota Department of Transportation.  2021b.  Statewide Transportation Improvement 
Program.  Available online:  https://www.dot.nd.gov/manuals/programming/STIP
/Draft%20STIP%202022-2025.pdf.  Accessed:  November 2021.  



North Dakota Public Service Commission.  2020.  Notice of Filing and Public Hearing for the 
NuStar Pipeline Operation Partership L.P.  Available online:  https://psc.nd.gov/public
/meetings/agenda/2020/138-010.pdf.  Accessed:  November 2021. 



U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, St. Paul District.  2021.  Flood Risk Management: Fargo-
Moorhead Metro.  Available online:  https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Home/Projects
/Article/571141/flood-risk-management-fargo-moorhead-metro/.  Accessed:  November 
2021. 



Wahpeton Daily News.  2020.  Colfax Solar Farm Project Moving Forward.  Available online:  
https://www.wahpetondailynews.com/news_monitor/news/colfax-solar-farm-project-
moving-forward/article_1cac9c08-2391-11eb-8075-.  Accessed:  November 2021. 



Western Dakota Energy Association.  2021.  Legislature Okays $150M for Pipeline Project to 
Move Bakken Gas to Eastern ND.  Available online:  https://www.ndenergy.org/
Newsletter/Monday-Madness/Legislature-Okays-150M-for-Pipeline.  Accessed:  
November 2021. 





https://www.casscountynd.gov/Home/Components/RFP/RFP/97/


https://www.grandforksherald.com/business/4434895-cass-county-project-would-be-north-dakotas-first-major-solar


https://www.grandforksherald.com/business/4434895-cass-county-project-would-be-north-dakotas-first-major-solar


https://www.mapletonnd.com/index.asp?SEC=E8153D26-F8B2-4A94-8A71-94640139C287


https://www.mapletonnd.com/index.asp?SEC=E8153D26-F8B2-4A94-8A71-94640139C287


https://fmdiversion.gov/about-the-project/


https://www.dot.nd.gov/projects/fargo/


https://www.dot.nd.gov/projects/fargo/


https://www.dot.nd.gov/manuals/programming/STIP/Draft%20STIP%202022-2025.pdf


https://www.dot.nd.gov/manuals/programming/STIP/Draft%20STIP%202022-2025.pdf


https://psc.nd.gov/public/meetings/agenda/2020/138-010.pdf


https://psc.nd.gov/public/meetings/agenda/2020/138-010.pdf


https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Home/Projects/Article/571141/flood-risk-management-fargo-moorhead-metro/


https://www.mvp.usace.army.mil/Home/Projects/Article/571141/flood-risk-management-fargo-moorhead-metro/


https://www.wahpetondailynews.com/news_monitor/news/colfax-solar-farm-project-moving-forward/article_1cac9c08-2391-11eb-8075-.%20%20Accessed:%20%20November%202021.


https://www.wahpetondailynews.com/news_monitor/news/colfax-solar-farm-project-moving-forward/article_1cac9c08-2391-11eb-8075-.%20%20Accessed:%20%20November%202021.


https://www.ndenergy.org/%E2%80%8CNewsletter/Monday-Madness/Legislature-Okays-150M-for-Pipeline


https://www.ndenergy.org/%E2%80%8CNewsletter/Monday-Madness/Legislature-Okays-150M-for-Pipeline





			Appendix 1I


			Appendix 1I PAST, PRESENT, AND REASONABLY FORESEEABLE FUTURE PROJECTS EVALUATED FOR POTENTIAL CUMULATIVE IMPACTS





			Appendix 1I RFFAs Public










M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.cpg

UTF-8






M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.dbf

			Id			0









M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.prj

PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]]






M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.sbn





M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.sbx





M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp





M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp.xml

   20211209 11261700 1.0 FALSE   CreateFeatureclass R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde SYS_Construction_Footprint Polygon # No No "PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]];-117105300 -98987500 3048;-100000 10000;-100000 10000;3.28083989501312E-03;0.001;0.001;IsHighPrecision" # # # # # UpdateSchema R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde\SYS_Construction_Footprint <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Type</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Fac_Type</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>50</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Status</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Fac_Status</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>50</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>RouteID</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>RouteID</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>100</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Area_ac</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_alias>Area_ac</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Date_Start</field_name><field_type>DATE</field_type><field_alias>Date_Start</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Date_End</field_name><field_type>DATE</field_type><field_alias>Date_End</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Text1</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_alias>Text1</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>254</field_length></AddField></workflow><workflow><AddField><field_name>Double1</field_name><field_type>DOUBLE</field_type><field_alias>Double1</field_alias><field_is_nullable>TRUE</field_is_nullable><field_length>8</field_length></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema R:\Database_Connections\WBI_M2W_03.sde\SYS_Construction_Footprint <operationSequence><workflow><AlterField><field_name>OBJECTID</field_name><field_alias>OBJECTID</field_alias></AlterField></workflow><workflow><AlterField><field_name>SHAPE</field_name><field_alias>SHAPE</field_alias></AlterField></workflow></operationSequence> Append MERGED_Project GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\MERGED_Project,Fac_Type,0,100;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\MERGED_Project,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status 'TEMP' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status !Fac_Type! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type 'Pipeline Facility' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Comment,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp16284\89836d0e51964a4da66e01e8e873867d.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Polygons_Merge GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Polygons_Merge,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\EWS_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\Kindred_Tract_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\EWS_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append POLYGONS\Wahpeton_MeasurementTract_PROJ GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211215_Footprint\polygons_toMerge.gdb\EWS_PROJ,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append MERGED_Footprint_20211222 "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\20211222_Footprint\POLYGONS_StatePlane.gdb\MERGED_Footprint_20211222,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#" # # Append 'SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor' "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # Append 'FOOTPRINT 20211215\Polygons_Merge' "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp12564\be50731110a8304ff5b6fc5fdb658338.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SRV_ENV_Survey_Corridor,Double1,-1,-1" # # CalculateField "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Fac_Type "Pipe Yard" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e68376e664970777a656a393966525a504a3335307256413d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint RouteID !Text1!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 !Text1!.split("|")[0] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name !Text1! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 None "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Text1 None "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name "Kindred Border Station" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" VB # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name "Wahpeton Border Station" VB # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> UpdateSchema "CIMDATA=<CIMStandardDataConnection xsi:type='typens:CIMStandardDataConnection' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.8.0'><WorkspaceConnectionString>ENCRYPTED_PASSWORD=00022e684174517a4f6d374649445a6473577944455a647664773d3d2a00;SERVER=USMINVMSQL01;INSTANCE=sde:sqlserver:USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DBCLIENT=sqlserver;DB_CONNECTION_PROPERTIES=USMINVMSQL01\NRGGIS;DATABASE=GIS_WBI_M2W;USER=GIS1;VERSION=sde.DEFAULT;AUTHENTICATION_MODE=DBMS</WorkspaceConnectionString><WorkspaceFactory>SDE</WorkspaceFactory><Dataset>GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint</Dataset><DatasetType>esriDTFeatureClass</DatasetType></CIMStandardDataConnection>" <operationSequence><workflow><AddField><field_name>Fac_Name2</field_name><field_type>TEXT</field_type><field_precision>0</field_precision><field_length>255</field_length><field_alias>Fac_Name2</field_alias><field_is_nullable>True</field_is_nullable><field_is_required>False</field_is_required></AddField></workflow></operationSequence> CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name !Fac_Name!.split("|")[0] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name!.split("|")[1] "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,C:\Users\ROB~1.CAH\AppData\Local\Temp\ArcGISProTemp23284\2472fe2e317b0fe612a573d1b48debe4.sde\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Valve_Sites,Site_ID,0,1000;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # Append TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase,area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,TEMP_Valve_Outside_footpring_Erase,SiteID,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Status "TEMP" "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Date_Start '1/14/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Valve4_TEMP GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N_1",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",500000.0],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-96.946],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Meter",1.0]] "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Valve4_TEMP GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Type,0,20;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Fac_Status,0,10;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,RouteID,0,255;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\M2W_FERC_Filing_Report\M2W_FERC_CALCS.gdb\Valve4_TEMP,Text1,0,255;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD 1983 UTM Zone 14N_1",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Transverse_Mercator"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",500000.0],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-96.946],PARAMETER["Scale_Factor",0.9996],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",0.0],UNIT["Meter",1.0]] "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Polylines_Project_MCS_Featur "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '2/15/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Type,0,255;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Status,0,255;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Merge_20220215_v1,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 'Kindred Border Station' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 'Wahpeton Border Station' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Name2 !Fac_Name! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres PROJCS["NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl",GEOGCS["GCS_North_American_1983",DATUM["D_North_American_1983",SPHEROID["GRS_1980",6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM["Greenwich",0.0],UNIT["Degree",0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION["Lambert_Conformal_Conic"],PARAMETER["False_Easting",1968503.937],PARAMETER["False_Northing",0.0],PARAMETER["Central_Meridian",-100.5],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_1",46.18333333333333],PARAMETER["Standard_Parallel_2",47.48333333333333],PARAMETER["Latitude_Of_Origin",45.66666666666666],UNIT["Foot",0.3048]] "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" RouteID 'Mapleton to Wahpeton' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" RouteID "FERC DRAFT|"+!RouteID! "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '4/13/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\RouteUpdate_20220413.gdb\Updated_Construction_Footprint_20220413,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" PYTHON_9.3 # CalculateField GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint Fac_Type "Aboveground Facility" PYTHON_9.3 # Append Yards_Merge_Project "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "Proposed Workspace" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '5/6/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Workspace_Update_20220506 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Workspace_Update_20220506,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Joined_UTM_EWS_20220507_ERASE,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" Append SYS_Construction_Footprint GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Backup\NBE_SDE_Backup_20220506.gdb\SYS_Construction_Footprint,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateGeometryAttributes GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint "Area_ac AREA" # Acres # "Same as input" CalculateField "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" Date_End '5/17/2022' "Python 3" # Text NO_ENFORCE_DOMAINS Append Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517 "SDE SYS Data\GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint" "Use the field map to reconcile field differences" "Fac_Type "Fac_Type" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Type,0,50;Fac_Status "Fac_Status" true true false 50 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Status,0,50;RouteID "RouteID" true true false 100 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,RouteID,0,100;Area_ac "Area_ac" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Area_ac,-1,-1;Date_Start "Date_Start" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Date_Start,-1,-1;Date_End "Date_End" true true false 8 Date 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Date_End,-1,-1;Text1 "Text1" true true false 254 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Text1,0,254;Double1 "Double1" true true false 8 Double 8 38,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Double1,-1,-1;Fac_Name "Fac_Name" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Name,0,255;Fac_Name2 "Fac_Name2" true true false 255 Text 0 0,First,#,M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\System\M2W_System_Updater\M2W_System_Updater.gdb\Updated_Workspace_to_Append_20220517,Fac_Name2,0,255" # # Dissolve GIS_WBI_M2W.GIS1.SYS_Construction_Footprint M:\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Distribution\USFWS\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp # # MULTI_PART DISSOLVE_LINES  M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622 002 0.000  file://\\USMINFS01\Data\Team\DMMV\GIS\Clients\V-X\WBI\Mapleton_to_Wahpeton\ArcGIS\Distribution\USFWS\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622\M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622.shp Local Area Network  Projected GCS_North_American_1983 Linear Unit: Foot (0.304800) NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl <ProjectedCoordinateSystem xsi:type='typens:ProjectedCoordinateSystem' xmlns:xsi='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema-instance' xmlns:xs='http://www.w3.org/2001/XMLSchema' xmlns:typens='http://www.esri.com/schemas/ArcGIS/2.9.0'><WKT>PROJCS[&quot;NAD_1983_StatePlane_North_Dakota_South_FIPS_3302_Feet_Intl&quot;,GEOGCS[&quot;GCS_North_American_1983&quot;,DATUM[&quot;D_North_American_1983&quot;,SPHEROID[&quot;GRS_1980&quot;,6378137.0,298.257222101]],PRIMEM[&quot;Greenwich&quot;,0.0],UNIT[&quot;Degree&quot;,0.0174532925199433]],PROJECTION[&quot;Lambert_Conformal_Conic&quot;],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Easting&quot;,1968503.937],PARAMETER[&quot;False_Northing&quot;,0.0],PARAMETER[&quot;Central_Meridian&quot;,-100.5],PARAMETER[&quot;Standard_Parallel_1&quot;,46.18333333333333],PARAMETER[&quot;Standard_Parallel_2&quot;,47.48333333333333],PARAMETER[&quot;Latitude_Of_Origin&quot;,45.66666666666666],UNIT[&quot;Foot&quot;,0.3048]]</WKT><XOrigin>-117105300</XOrigin><YOrigin>-98987500</YOrigin><XYScale>37821919.07346952</XYScale><ZOrigin>-100000</ZOrigin><ZScale>10000</ZScale><MOrigin>-100000</MOrigin><MScale>10000</MScale><XYTolerance>0.0032808398950131233</XYTolerance><ZTolerance>0.001</ZTolerance><MTolerance>0.001</MTolerance><HighPrecision>true</HighPrecision></ProjectedCoordinateSystem> 20220622 13025600 20220622 13025600  Microsoft Windows 10 Version 10.0 (Build 19043) ; Esri ArcGIS 12.9.2.32739     M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622          Shapefile  0.000   dataset          0      Simple  FALSE 0 FALSE FALSE    M2W_Construction_Footprint_20220622 Feature Class 0  FID FID OID 4 0 0 Internal feature number. Esri  Sequential unique whole numbers that are automatically generated.  Shape Shape Geometry 0 0 0 Feature geometry. Esri  Coordinates defining the features.  Id Id Integer 6 6 0 20220622
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       #PolyStyle00
       
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.61109900099996,46.25905268800005,0 -96.61135990599996,46.25905456300006,0 -96.61136015999995,46.25897232200003,0 -96.61204937299999,46.25897334400003,0 -96.61240649499996,46.25881559000004,0 -96.61266842999999,46.25881527300004,0 -96.61279691099998,46.25884996400004,0 -96.61355810499998,46.25886446300007,0 -96.61395540299998,46.25860702300008,0 -96.61396689999998,46.25812387600007,0 -96.61111355399999,46.25807838800006,0 -96.61109900099996,46.25905268800005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.61645688399994,46.29643468400008,0 -96.62177632399994,46.29647149600004,0 -96.62178294099999,46.29567370500007,0 -96.62204008399999,46.29567338600003,0 -96.62204099499996,46.29556369900007,0 -96.62178385099998,46.29556403000004,0 -96.62179472399998,46.29425304600005,0 -96.61825866799995,46.29423819200008,0 -96.61561765399995,46.29422702900007,0 -96.61560933299995,46.29523109500008,0 -96.61561170399995,46.29548381900003,0 -96.61562300599996,46.29573642600008,0 -96.61564322999999,46.29598876600005,0 -96.61567236499997,46.29624068700008,0 -96.61645888199996,46.29624281200006,0 -96.61645688399994,46.29643468400008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.62493284899995,46.30140135700003,0 -96.62888896699997,46.30148765700005,0 -96.62891135099994,46.30096698000006,0 -96.62892991899997,46.30053505800004,0 -96.62894747199994,46.30012670400004,0 -96.62921069099997,46.29917218800006,0 -96.63186147499994,46.29790555300008,0 -96.63189071699998,46.29762019100008,0 -96.63196784199994,46.29697635200006,0 -96.63149355199994,46.29697505800004,0 -96.63149178999998,46.29728512400004,0 -96.63148344799998,46.29743686900008,0 -96.62881386399994,46.29746467300004,0 -96.62879204999996,46.29793213400006,0 -96.62877453899995,46.29841958100008,0 -96.62870808799994,46.29879028800008,0 -96.62844839399997,46.30010667200003,0 -96.62703330199997,46.30012177000003,0 -96.62673777099997,46.29999078600008,0 -96.62494705699999,46.29999969900007,0 -96.62493284899995,46.30140135700003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81939981199997,46.41288020700006,0 -96.81949892599994,46.41288002300007,0 -96.81950285199997,46.41205780400003,0 -96.81940374199996,46.41205757800003,0 -96.81939981199997,46.41288020700006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81910173199998,46.41306173800007,0 -96.81890349799994,46.41306210500005,0 -96.81889956699996,46.41388391200007,0 -96.81909779599994,46.41388436700004,0 -96.81910173199998,46.41306173800007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81935028299995,46.42650165300006,0 -96.81934635099998,46.42732428100004,0 -96.81940450799999,46.42732403700006,0 -96.81941570599997,46.42650180200008,0 -96.81935028299995,46.42650165300006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.81934548399994,46.42750526600003,0 -96.81934155099998,46.42832789400006,0 -96.81940611499994,46.42832804200003,0 -96.81940357099995,46.42750502200005,0 -96.81934548399994,46.42750526600003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.88380853699994,46.49911439300007,0 -96.88381113199995,46.49925149700005,0 -96.88500031999996,46.49924924900006,0 -96.88499977399994,46.49911214400004,0 -96.88380853699994,46.49911439300007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.88222019399996,46.49911655600005,0 -96.88222056299998,46.49925365900003,0 -96.88341402799995,46.49925212200003,0 -96.88341143299999,46.49911502400005,0 -96.88222019399996,46.49911655600005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.90975707599995,46.51413298100005,0 -96.90949666799997,46.51382834300006,0 -96.90932548599994,46.51389815100003,0 -96.90952822799994,46.51413523500003,0 -96.90975707599995,46.51413298100005,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.91043210399994,46.51451812600004,0 -96.91102536099999,46.51521221400003,0 -96.91111113199997,46.51517767400003,0 -96.91054563299997,46.51451605500006,0 -96.91043210399994,46.51451812600004,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.91641757999997,46.57036456400004,0 -96.91644699999995,46.57176728800005,0 -96.91654640999997,46.57176738200008,0 -96.91651696999998,46.57036358800008,0 -96.91641757999997,46.57036456400004,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92841053999996,46.61763310100008,0 -96.92841342699995,46.61777020900007,0 -96.92960399199995,46.61777184700003,0 -96.92960438699998,46.61763474400004,0 -96.92841053999996,46.61763310100008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92803550299999,46.61763256800003,0 -96.92684165399999,46.61763090900007,0 -96.92684453899994,46.61776801600007,0 -96.92803781799995,46.61776967300005,0 -96.92803550299999,46.61763256800003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.03358492699994,46.64447113500006,0 -97.03374443699994,46.64447029500008,0 -97.03367204399996,46.64369706800005,0 -97.03402294899996,46.64369521900005,0 -97.03387739099998,46.64328895200003,0 -97.03395215999996,46.64272007700004,0 -97.03194363599994,46.64273064200006,0 -97.03200786699995,46.64431490300007,0 -97.03240864599996,46.64431279600007,0 -97.03246759199999,46.64417197200004,0 -97.03261011699999,46.64388287700007,0 -97.03297204599994,46.64388049300004,0 -97.03296475699995,46.64370079100007,0 -97.03351251199996,46.64369790800004,0 -97.03358492699994,46.64447113500006,0
              -97.03263997099998,46.64317619600007,0 -97.03269759399996,46.64318310400006,0 -97.03275790299995,46.64319494500006,0 -97.03282211999999,46.64321415800003,0 -97.03289108099995,46.64324584400003,0 -97.03295950399996,46.64329937300005,0 -97.03300064499996,46.64337967400007,0 -97.03298606899995,46.64346423200004,0 -97.03293635499995,46.64352678900008,0 -97.03287914999999,46.64356812300008,0 -97.03282260299994,46.64359656400006,0 -97.03276752699998,46.64361722200005,0 -97.03271350599994,46.64363265700007,0 -97.03266006399997,46.64364418800005,0 -97.03260681599994,46.64365250900005,0 -97.03255342999995,46.64365797100004,0 -97.03249960799997,46.64366069800008,0 -97.03244500999995,46.64366061700008,0 -97.03238919599994,46.64365743400003,0 -97.03233157099999,46.64365052500006,0 -97.03227126099995,46.64363868200007,0 -97.03220704299997,46.64361946600008,0 -97.03213807899999,46.64358777900003,0 -97.03206965899994,46.64353424300003,0 -97.03202852899994,46.64345394300005,0 -97.03204311199994,46.64336938800005,0 -97.03209283399997,46.64330683000003,0 -97.03215004099997,46.64326550000004,0 -97.03220658399994,46.64323706400006,0 -97.03226165699999,46.64321640600008,0 -97.03231568399997,46.64320097000007,0 -97.03236912499995,46.64318944100006,0 -97.03242236899996,46.64318112100005,0 -97.03247574399995,46.64317566000005,0 -97.03252955599999,46.64317293300007,0 -97.03258415699997,46.64317301300008,0 -97.03263997099998,46.64317619600007,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.98974192299994,46.73179285800006,0 -96.98973325299994,46.73096695100003,0 -96.98953385699997,46.73096707800005,0 -96.98954252799996,46.73179315900006,0 -96.98974192299994,46.73179285800006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.99004885799997,46.73269863700006,0 -96.99005749499997,46.73352019400005,0 -96.99015719299996,46.73352004300006,0 -96.99015035799994,46.73286964800008,0 -96.99044917499998,46.73286816300003,0 -96.99044673199995,46.73259396700007,0 -96.99004885799997,46.73269863700006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.01158936199994,46.84808065200008,0 -97.01158981999998,46.84890324300005,0 -97.01178964899998,46.84890319000004,0 -97.01178918699998,46.84807900800007,0 -97.01158936199994,46.84808065200008,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -96.92621436299999,46.88663209300006,0 -96.92637433999994,46.88663262100005,0 -96.92637359599996,46.88636788000008,0 -96.92894467799994,46.88641563100003,0 -96.92890790199999,46.88556289900004,0 -96.92659061899997,46.88550720700005,0 -96.92658586799996,46.88382103000004,0 -96.92266415199998,46.88358193700003,0 -96.92088753599995,46.88393099400008,0 -96.92072746099996,46.88396244400008,0 -96.92071676499995,46.88641975700006,0 -96.92087679799994,46.88642270800005,0 -96.92087820999996,46.88608099700008,0 -96.92388040499998,46.88617807500003,0 -96.92399418299999,46.88630197900005,0 -96.92621360999999,46.88636416800006,0 -96.92621436299999,46.88663209300006,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
              -97.05251717799996,46.90434647300003,0 -97.05251867499999,46.90442872500006,0 -97.05267390199998,46.90442738800004,0 -97.05267489099998,46.90434513200006,0 -97.05251717799996,46.90434647300003,0
        
         
           0 clampToGround
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I have heard back from the northern-long eared bat (NLEB) lead, and for a NLAA determination,
there would not be a need to reinitiate consultation if they are uplisted.  It would be good for WBI to
check in with us before construction to see if there are any new NLEB sightings, there are surveys
planned throughout the state for this summer.  Another conservation measure for NLEB  would be

for WBI to do the tree removal from Nov.1st-March 31st.
I do have a question for you, do you have the appendices 1A-H that are referenced in the resource
report?  We have a new oil and gas biologist that is helping review this project, and he is interested
in reviewing them. 
Thank you,
Jessica
 
 

From: Herrington, Karen <karen_herrington@fws.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2022 4:50 PM
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
Hi Jessica,
 
If you agree it is NLAA now, you can go ahead and concur without the need to reinitiate
consultation. I'm happy to explain in more detail, but basically, this would not meet any
reinitiation triggers unless new information reveals effects not considered at the time of
concurrence. I hope this helps!
 
Best,
Karen
____________________________________________________________
 
Karen Herrington
Field Supervisor
Missouri Ecological Services Field Office
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
cell: 573-356-1721 (preferred)
she/her/hers: why pronouns matter
____________________________________________________________

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, June 14, 2022 9:38 AM
To: Herrington, Karen <karen_herrington@fws.gov>
Subject: informal consultation question for NLEB
 
Hello Karen,
We have received a biological assessment for a pipeline with planned construction in 2024 that has a

mailto:karen_herrington@fws.gov
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mypronouns.org%2Fwhat-and-why&data=05%7C01%7Cleslie.rodmanjaramillo%40erm.com%7Cd27a3dbd0ac7444b118e08da53a3dae3%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C637914260469976118%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ayk7DYhXIywX2qP9p21ibhzMwOvkkzwCbKuAB6w4hLM%3D&reserved=0
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:karen_herrington@fws.gov


determination of “may affect not likely to adversely affect” for northern long-eared bat.  They have
made the determination based on the distance from northern long-eared bat sightings and the small
amount of tree cutting, they did not use the 4(d) rule.  If the bat is uplisted, will they need to
reinitiate consultation?
I have been reading through the previous guidance, but it wasn’t clear for informal consultation.
Thank you,
Jessica Johnson

Jessica Johnson
Environmental Contaminants Specialist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-355-8507
Cell: 720-626-5250



From: Johnson, Jessica N
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo; Linn, Jill (Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com)
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A; Jones, Seth A
Subject: FW: WBI Wahpeton letter
Date: Friday, July 1, 2022 7:39:01 AM
Attachments: WBI Wahpeton expansion concurrence letter 6.29.22 (002).pdf

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Hello Leslie and Jill,
Our concurrence letter for the WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project is attached.  No hard copy to
follow.  Let me know if you have any questions.
-Jessica
 

From: Becker, Drew N <Drew_Becker@fws.gov> 
Sent: Friday, July 1, 2022 6:12 AM
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: Re: WBI Wahpeton letter
 
 
 
Drew Becker
North Dakota Ecological Services Supervisor
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501
Office 701-355-8512
Cell 701-319-0127
drew_becker@fws.gov
 
Our Mission is to work with others to conserve, protect and enhance fish, wildlife and plants
and their habitats for the continuing benefit of the American people.
 

NOTE: This email correspondence and any attachments to and from this sender is subject to
the Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) and may be disclosed to third parties.

 

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, June 30, 2022 3:14 PM
To: Becker, Drew N <Drew_Becker@fws.gov>
Cc: Hauge, Stephanie A <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: WBI Wahpeton letter
 
For signature

mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov
mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:Drew_Becker@fws.gov
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov



United States Department of the Interior 
 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services  


 
3425 Miriam Avenue 


Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 
June 29, 2022 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 


 
 
 
 
Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 
 
Dear Ms. Lynn: 
 
Thank you for your correspondence from May 27, 2022 requesting consultation on the WBI 
Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI’s) Wahpeton Expansion project on behalf of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission.  The proposal is to construct approximately 60.5 miles of 12 
inch diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from Mapleton, North Dakota to near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota.  The project will include minor modifications of the Mapleton compressor station, 
new block valves and pig launcher/receiver settings and newly constructed farm taps. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following comments. 
 
You requested FWS concurrence with your “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” 
determinations for the threatened Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae), northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) and Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara).  In 
accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), we concur with your determination. 
 
The letter also includes a “no effect” determination for the Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 
poweshiek).  There is no requirement under the implementing regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 
Part 402) for action agencies to receive FWS concurrence with “no effect” determinations, 
therefore the responsibility for “no effect” determinations remains with the federal action 
agency.  Accordingly, we recommend the federal action agency retain the documentation for 
these listed resources in the decisional record for this federal action. 
 
The FWS’s concurrence is based on the information provided.  Pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 402.13), this letter concludes informal consultation on the 
project.  If changes are made in the project plans or operating criteria, or if additional 
information, including new species listings, becomes available, the FWS should be informed so  
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Ms. Jill Lynn   2 
 
that the above determinations can be reconsidered.   If you have any additional questions or 
comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 355-8507 or via email at 
jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov or contact me at (701) 355-8512 or drew_becker@fws.gov. 
 


Sincerely, 
 


 
 
 
Drew Becker 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
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		DREW BECKER











-Jessica

From: Johnson, Jessica N 
Sent: Wednesday, June 29, 2022 12:52 PM
To: Drew <drew_becker@fws.gov>
Cc: Stephanie <stephanie_hauge@fws.gov>; Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>
Subject: Draft for review

For review- concurrence letter for WBI Energy’s Wahpeton Expansion Project.
-Jessica

mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
mailto:stephanie_hauge@fws.gov
mailto:seth_jones@fws.gov


United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

June 29, 2022 

 

 

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for your correspondence from May 27, 2022 requesting consultation on the WBI 
Energy Transmission, Inc.’s (WBI’s) Wahpeton Expansion project on behalf of the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission.  The proposal is to construct approximately 60.5 miles of 12 
inch diameter natural gas transmission pipeline from Mapleton, North Dakota to near Wahpeton, 
North Dakota.  The project will include minor modifications of the Mapleton compressor station, 
new block valves and pig launcher/receiver settings and newly constructed farm taps. The U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) has the following comments. 

You requested FWS concurrence with your “may affect, not likely to adversely affect” 
determinations for the threatened Dakota skipper (Hesperia dacotae), northern long-eared bat 
(Myotis septentrionalis) and Western prairie fringed orchid (Platanthera praeclara).  In 
accordance with Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 
1531 et seq.), we concur with your determination. 

The letter also includes a “no effect” determination for the Poweshiek skipperling (Oarisma 
poweshiek).  There is no requirement under the implementing regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 
Part 402) for action agencies to receive FWS concurrence with “no effect” determinations, 
therefore the responsibility for “no effect” determinations remains with the federal action 
agency.  Accordingly, we recommend the federal action agency retain the documentation for 
these listed resources in the decisional record for this federal action. 

The FWS’s concurrence is based on the information provided.  Pursuant to the implementing 
regulations of the ESA (50 CFR 402.13), this letter concludes informal consultation on the 
project.  If changes are made in the project plans or operating criteria, or if additional 
information, including new species listings, becomes available, the FWS should be informed so 
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Ms. Jill Lynn 2 

that the above determinations can be reconsidered.   If you have any additional questions or 
comments, please contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 355-8507 or via email at 
jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov or contact me at (701) 355-8512 or drew_becker@fws.gov. 

Sincerely, 

Drew Becker 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 

mailto:drew_becker@fws.gov
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James Kowalsky

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2022 2:55 PM
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter
Attachments: WBI Wahpeton expansion concurrence letter 12.13.22 (002) (1).pdf

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

 
Hello Leslie, 
We have reviewed the supplemental consultation and I have attached our concurrence letter.  No hard copy to 
follow.  Let me know if you have any questions. 
Thanks, 
Jessica 
 
Jessica Johnson 
Environmental Contaminants Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Phone: 701-355-8507 
Cell: 720-626-5250 
 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 10:36 AM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 
 
Thanks for confirming, Jessica.  Yes, that is correct 106 pages with attachments A-D. 
 
Please let me know if you have further questions or would like to discuss further. 
 
Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
M +1 503 984 6609  
 

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>  
Sent: Friday, December 2, 2022 6:52 AM 
To: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com> 
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 
 
EXTERNAL MESSAGE 
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Yes, I was able to open it.  Confirming that it is 106 pages with attachments A-D. 
-Jessica

Jessica Johnson 
Environmental Contaminants Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Phone: 701-355-8507 
Cell: 720-626-5250 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo <leslie.rodmanjaramillo@erm.com>  
Sent: Thursday, December 1, 2022 5:40 PM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening 

attachments, or responding. 

Hi Jessica, 

I just wanted to follow up on my earlier message prior to the Thanksgiving holiday. Can you please confirm receipt of the 
below message as well as my OneDrive link and access to the WBI Energy supplemental consultation letter? 

Please call me if there are any items to discuss. 

Thank you, 
Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
M +1 503 984 6609 

From: Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo  
Sent: Thursday, November 17, 2022 4:38 PM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Cc: Jones, Seth A <seth_jones@fws.gov>; Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com; Maggie Suter <Maggie.Suter@erm.com>; Chris 
Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com> 
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Supplemental Consultation Letter 

Hi Jessica, 
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On behalf of WBI Energy, I am reaching out to provide the USFWS a supplemental consultation letter for the Wahpeton 
Expansion Project.  

The letter is to inform you of a minor Project route adjustment since the May 27, 2022 filing of the Project 
Determination Letter and subsequent USFWS concurrence letter issued on July 1, 2022.  

Due to the size of the file, I’m going to share that via OneDrive in a separate email , so let me know if you have any 
difficulties accessing the supplemental consultation letter and associated attachments.  

Please reach out if you have any questions during your review. 

Thank you, 
Leslie 

Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo 
Senior Consultant, Scientist 
Pronouns: She/Her/Hers 

ERM 
1050 SW 6th Ave  Suite 1650 │Portland, OR │97204 
M +1 503 984 6609   
E Leslie.RodmanJaramillo@erm.com | W www.erm.com 

Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review 

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or use by a third party. If you 
have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps necessary to delete the message completely from your 
computer system. Thank you. 

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy 

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or use by a third party. If you 
have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps necessary to delete the message completely from your 
computer system. Thank you. 

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy 



United States Department of the Interior 

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

December 13, 2022  

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor route adjustment for 
the Wahpeton Expansion Project.  As stated in your letter, previously WBI Energy Transmission, 
Inc. (WBI) submitted a Biological Assessment (BA) on May 27, 2022.  After US Fish and 
Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence, a minor route adjustment was proposed for the project.  
The proposed route alternative would avoid two crossings of the Wild Rice River.  Under the 
authority of and in according with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), 
we have reviewed the alternatives and have concluded that the proposed modifications to the 
action will not cause an effect to the listed species or critical habitat that was not considered in 
the previous consultation. 

The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson of my staff at (701) 
355-8507 or at the letterhead address or contact me at (701) 355-8512.

Sincerely, 

Drew  N. Becker 
North Dakota Field Office Supervisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 

2022-0000981 
Wahpeton Expansion 
Project 
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James Kowalsky

From: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 8:58 AM
To: James Kowalsky
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Consultation Letter

EXTERNAL MESSAGE 

Yes, I can open them.  Thank you. 
-Jessica

Jessica Johnson 
Environmental Contaminants Specialist 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, ND 58501 
Phone: 701-355-8507 
Cell: 720-626-5250 

From: James Kowalsky <james.kowalsky@erm.com>  
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 7:29 AM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com> 
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Consultation Letter 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments, or 
responding. 

Good morning, Jessica, 

I just wanted to follow up on my earlier message just a er the Labor Day holiday. Can you please confirm receipt of the 
below message as well as a separate email OneDrive link for a achments A through E of the WBI Energy consulta on 
le er? 

Please call me if there are any items to discuss. 

Thank you, 

Jim Kowalsky 
Managing Consultant, Scientist 

ERM 
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One Beacon Street | 5th Floor | Boston, MA 02108 
T +1 8573026613 | M 15082721632 
E james.kowalsky@erm.com | W www.erm.com 

Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review 

 

 
 
 

From: James Kowalsky  
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 4:01 PM 
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov> 
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>; Linn, Jill <Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com> 
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Consultation Letter 
 
Hello Jessica. 

First off, I’d like to introduce myself and Chris Schmidt to you and the North Dakota Field Office. I 
will be taking over duties from Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo as the Environmental Resources 
Management (ERM) lead biologist and Chris is the new ERM project manager on the WBI Energy 
Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy) Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). 

On behalf of WBI Energy, I am reaching out to provide USFWS with an updated consultation letter 
for the Project. The letter is to inform you of three minor Project route adjustments and updated 
status review for the now endangered northern long-eared bat since the May 27, 2022, filing of the 
Project Determination Letter and subsequent supplemental consultation letter provided on 
November 17, 2022. The USFWS provided concurrence letters issued on July 1, 2022, and 
December 15th, respectively. 

Due to the large file size, I’m going to share the supplemental consultation letter and associated 
attachments via OneDrive in a separate email, so let me know if you have any difficulties accessing 
these documents. 

Please reach out if you have any questions during your review. 

Thank you. 

Jim Kowalsky 
Managing Consultant, Scientist 
 
ERM 
One Beacon Street | 5th Floor | Boston, MA 02108 
T +1 8573026613 | M 15082721632 
E james.kowalsky@erm.com | W www.erm.com 

Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review 
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This electronic mail message may contain information which is (a) LEGALLY PRIVILEGED, PROPRIETARY IN NATURE, OR OTHERWISE PROTECTED BY 
LAW FROM DISCLOSURE, and (b) intended only for the use of the Addressee (s) names herein. If you are not the Addressee(s), or the person responsible for 
delivering this to the Addressee (s), you are hereby notified that reading, copying, or distributing this message is prohibited. If you have received this electronic 
mail message in error, please contact us immediately at (617) 646-7800 and take the steps necessary to delete the message completely from your computer 
system. Thank you, 
 
 
Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy  



From: Johnson, Jessica N
To: Linn, Jill; Chris Schmidt; James Kowalsky
Subject: WBI Energy - Wahpeton Consultation Letter
Date: Tuesday, September 26, 2023 2:28:23 PM
Attachments: image001.png

WBI Wahpeton expansion concurrence letter 9.26.23.pdf

You don't often get email from jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hello Jill, James and Chris,
I have attached our response letter for the WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project reroute. No hard copy
to follow.  Let me know if you have any questions.
Thanks,
Jessica

Jessica Johnson
Environmental Contaminants Specialist
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501
Phone: 701-355-8507
Cell: 720-626-5250

From: James Kowalsky <james.kowalsky@erm.com> 
Sent: Tuesday, September 5, 2023 3:01 PM
To: Johnson, Jessica N <jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>; Linn, Jill <Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] WBI Energy - Wahpeton Consultation Letter

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

Hello Jessica.

First off, I’d like to introduce myself and Chris Schmidt to you and the North
Dakota Field Office. I will be taking over duties from Leslie Rodman-Jaramillo as
the Environmental Resources Management (ERM) lead biologist and Chris is the
new ERM project manager on the WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI Energy)
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project).

On behalf of WBI Energy, I am reaching out to provide USFWS with an updated
consultation letter for the Project. The letter is to inform you of three minor Project
route adjustments and updated status review for the now endangered northern
long-eared bat since the May 27, 2022, filing of the Project Determination Letter
and subsequent supplemental consultation letter provided on November 17, 2022.

mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com
mailto:james.kowalsky@erm.com
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:james.kowalsky@erm.com
mailto:jessica_n_johnson@fws.gov
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com




United States Department of the Interior 
 


FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 
North Dakota Ecological Services  


3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 


 
September 26, 2023 


 
 
 
 


 
 


 
 


 
 
 
 
Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 
 
Dear Ms. Lynn: 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor route adjustments for 
the Wahpeton Expansion Project, submitted to our office on September 5, 2023.  As stated in 
your letter, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI) previously submitted a Biological Assessment 
(BA) on May 27, 2022 and a supplemental consultation letter on November 17, 2022.  After US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence on these documents, additional minor route 
adjustments were proposed for the project. The proposed reroute would be to avoid portions of 
agriculture land and drain tiles per landowners’ requests.  Under the authority of and in 
according with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we have reviewed 
the alternatives and have concluded that the proposed modifications to the action are consistent 
with the determinations made in previous consultations. We concur with the determinations for 
the amended project.  
 
The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson at (701) 355-8507 or at 
the letterhead address or contact me at (720) 793-6797. 
 
 


 
 
 
Luke Toso 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 
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The USFWS provided concurrence letters issued on July 1, 2022, and December
15th, respectively.

Due to the large file size, I’m going to share the supplemental consultation letter
and associated attachments via OneDrive in a separate email, so let me know if
you have any difficulties accessing these documents.

Please reach out if you have any questions during your review.

Thank you.

Jim Kowalsky
Managing Consultant, Scientist

ERM
One Beacon Street | 5th Floor | Boston, MA 02108
T +1 8573026613 | M 15082721632
E james.kowalsky@erm.com | W www.erm.com

Read our Sustainability Report and ERM Foundation Annual Review

This electronic mail message may contain information which is (a) LEGALLY PRIVILEGED, PROPRIETARY IN NATURE, OR
OTHERWISE PROTECTED BY LAW FROM DISCLOSURE, and (b) intended only for the use of the Addressee (s) names herein. If you
are not the Addressee(s), or the person responsible for delivering this to the Addressee (s), you are hereby notified that reading, copying,
or distributing this message is prohibited. If you have received this electronic mail message in error, please contact us immediately at
(617) 646-7800 and take the steps necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you,

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy
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United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

North Dakota Ecological Services 
3425 Miriam Avenue 

Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

September 26, 2023 

 

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor route adjustments for 
the Wahpeton Expansion Project, submitted to our office on September 5, 2023.  As stated in 
your letter, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI) previously submitted a Biological Assessment 
(BA) on May 27, 2022 and a supplemental consultation letter on November 17, 2022.  After US 
Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence on these documents, additional minor route 
adjustments were proposed for the project. The proposed reroute would be to avoid portions of 
agriculture land and drain tiles per landowners’ requests.  Under the authority of and in 
according with the Endangered Species Act (ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we have reviewed 
the alternatives and have concluded that the proposed modifications to the action are consistent 
with the determinations made in previous consultations. We concur with the determinations for 
the amended project. 

The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson at (701) 355-8507 or at 
the letterhead address or contact me at (720) 793-6797. 

Luke Toso 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
2022-0000981 
Wahpeton Expansion 
Project 



Attachment C

Project Maps 
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USFWS IPaC 4 Sons Yard 



October 02, 2023

United States Department of the Interior
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue

Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
Phone: (701) 250-4481 Fax: (701) 355-8513

In Reply Refer To: 
Project Code: 2024-0000255 
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project - 4 Sons LLC Yard

Subject: List of threatened and endangered species that may occur in your proposed project 
location or may be affected by your proposed project

To Whom It May Concern:

Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act 
The enclosed species list identifies threatened, endangered, proposed and candidate species, as 
well as proposed and final designated critical habitat, that may occur within the boundary of your 
proposed project and/or may be affected by your proposed project. The species list fulfills the 
requirements of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (Service) under section 7(c) of the 
Endangered Species Act (Act) of 1973, as amended (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.). 
New information based on updated surveys, changes in the abundance and distribution of 
species, changed habitat conditions, or other factors could change this list. Please feel free to 
contact us if you need more current information or assistance regarding the potential impacts to 
federally proposed, listed, and candidate species and federally designated and proposed critical 
habitat. Please note that under 50 CFR 402.12(e) of the regulations implementing section 7 of the 
Act, the accuracy of this species list should be verified after 90 days. This verification can be 
completed formally or informally as desired. The Service recommends that verification be 
completed by visiting the IPaC website at regular intervals during project planning and 
implementation for updates to species lists and information. An updated list may be requested 
through the IPaC system by completing the same process used to receive the enclosed list. 
The Act requires that actions authorized, funded, or carried out by Federal agencies not 
jeopardize federally threatened or endangered species or adversely modify designated critical 
habitat.  To fulfill this mandate, Federal agencies (or their designated non-federal representative) 
must consult with the Service if they determine their project and associated actions “may affect” 
listed species or critical habitat.  If Federal agencies or their non-federal representatives 
determine their project and associated actions will have “no effect” on listed species, their 
habitats, or designated critical habitat, consultation is not required.  However, if a “no effect” is 
determined, we recommend that you maintain a written record in support of your conclusion. 
Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and Migratory Bird Treaty Act 
Additionally, while not all are listed as threatened or endangered, eagles and migratory birds 
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▪
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have protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) and the Migratory 
Bird Treaty Act (MBTA).  The BGEPA prohibits take which is defined as, “pursue, shoot, shoot 
at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, destroy, molest, or disturb” (50 CFR 22.3).  Disturb 
is defined in regulations as, “to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or 
is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle, 2) 
decrease in its productivity, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, feeding, or 
sheltering behavior, or 3) nest abandonment, by substantially interfering with normal breeding, 
feeding, or sheltering behavior.”.  The MBTA makes it unlawful without a waiver to pursue, 
hunt, take, capture, kill, or sell birds listed as migratory birds, including eagles.  The statute does 
not discriminate between live or dead birds and also grants full protection to any bird parts 
including feathers, eggs, and nests.  
Service Property Interests 
As part of the National Wildlife Refuge System, the Service administers fee title Refuge and 
Waterfowl Production Areas, as well as wetland and grassland easements, throughout North 
Dakota.  For exact locations of Service interest lands, please contact the appropriate Wetland 
Management Districts (WMD) for guidance regarding FWS easements.  
Northwest ND WMD Complex: Kyle Flanery, (701) 768-2548 
Eastern ND WMD Complex: Dave Azure, (701) 285-3341 
Central ND WMD Complex (also covers south and west): Todd Luke, (701) 442-5474 

Attachment(s):

Official Species List
USFWS National Wildlife Refuges and Fish Hatcheries
Wetlands

OFFICIAL SPECIES LIST
This list is provided pursuant to Section 7 of the Endangered Species Act, and fulfills the 
requirement for Federal agencies to "request of the Secretary of the Interior information whether 
any species which is listed or proposed to be listed may be present in the area of a proposed 
action".

This species list is provided by:

North Dakota Ecological Services Field Office
3425 Miriam Avenue
Bismarck, ND 58501-7926
(701) 250-4481
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PROJECT SUMMARY
Project Code: 2024-0000255
Project Name: WBI Wahpeton Expansion Project - 4 Sons LLC Yard
Project Type: Pipeline - Offshore - New Construction
Project Description: Laydown and storage yard to be used for WBI Wahpeton Expansion 

Project. New pipeline project. WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI 
Energy) proposes to construct, modify, operate, and maintain the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project (Project). The Project will involve the 
construction of approximately 60.5 miles of 12-inch-diameter natural gas 
transmission pipeline from WBI Energy’s existing Mapleton Compressor 
Station near Mapleton, North Dakota to a new Montana-Dakota Utilities 
Company (MDU)—Wahpeton Border Station near Wahpeton, North 
Dakota. The Project will also include minor modifications at the Mapleton 
Compressor Station; a new MDU—Kindred Border Station near Kindred, 
North Dakota; new block valve settings; and new pig launcher/receiver 
settings. The Project may also include newly constructed farm taps along 
the pipeline route. The proposed Project facilities will be located in Cass 
and Richland Counties, North Dakota.

Project Location:
The approximate location of the project can be viewed in Google Maps: https:// 
www.google.com/maps/@46.88244925,-96.88801101523383,14z

Counties: Cass County, North Dakota

https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88244925,-96.88801101523383,14z
https://www.google.com/maps/@46.88244925,-96.88801101523383,14z
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1.

ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT SPECIES
There is a total of 1 threatened, endangered, or candidate species on this species list.

Species on this list should be considered in an effects analysis for your project and could include 
species that exist in another geographic area. For example, certain fish may appear on the species 
list because a project could affect downstream species.

IPaC does not display listed species or critical habitats under the sole jurisdiction of NOAA 
Fisheries , as USFWS does not have the authority to speak on behalf of NOAA and the 
Department of Commerce.

See the "Critical habitats" section below for those critical habitats that lie wholly or partially 
within your project area under this office's jurisdiction. Please contact the designated FWS office 
if you have questions.

NOAA Fisheries, also known as the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), is an 
office of the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration within the Department of 
Commerce.

INSECTS
NAME STATUS

Monarch Butterfly Danaus plexippus
No critical habitat has been designated for this species.
Species profile: https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743

Candidate

CRITICAL HABITATS
THERE ARE NO CRITICAL HABITATS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA UNDER THIS OFFICE'S 
JURISDICTION.

YOU ARE STILL REQUIRED TO DETERMINE IF YOUR PROJECT(S) MAY HAVE EFFECTS ON ALL 
ABOVE LISTED SPECIES.

USFWS NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE LANDS 
AND FISH HATCHERIES
Any activity proposed on lands managed by the National Wildlife Refuge system must undergo a 
'Compatibility Determination' conducted by the Refuge. Please contact the individual Refuges to 
discuss any questions or concerns.

THERE ARE NO REFUGE LANDS OR FISH HATCHERIES WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

1

https://www.fisheries.noaa.gov/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp/species/9743
http://www.fws.gov/refuges/
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WETLANDS
Impacts to NWI wetlands and other aquatic habitats may be subject to regulation under Section 
404 of the Clean Water Act, or other State/Federal statutes.

For more information please contact the Regulatory Program of the local U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers District.

Please note that the NWI data being shown may be out of date. We are currently working to 
update our NWI data set. We recommend you verify these results with a site visit to determine 
the actual extent of wetlands on site.

THERE ARE NO WETLANDS WITHIN YOUR PROJECT AREA.

http://www.fws.gov/wetlands/
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/RegulatoryProgramandPermits.aspx
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IPAC USER CONTACT INFORMATION
Agency: Private Entity
Name: James Kowalsky
Address: Environmental Resources Management
Address Line 2: One Beacon Street, 5th Floor
City: Boston
State: MA
Zip: 02108
Email james.kowalsky@erm.com
Phone: 8573026613



United States Department of the Interior 
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE 

North Dakota Ecological Services 

3425 Miriam Avenue 
Bismarck, North Dakota 58501 

November 8, 2023 

 

 

Ms. Jill Lynn 
Environmental Affairs 
WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. 
2010 Montana Avenue 
Glendive, Montana 59330 

Dear Ms. Lynn: 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comments on the proposed minor adjustments for the 
Wahpeton Expansion Project, submitted to our office on October 10, 2023.  As stated in your 
letter, previously WBI Energy Transmission, Inc. (WBI) submitted a Biological Assessment 
(BA) on May 27, 2022, and supplemental consultation letters on November 17, 2022 and 
September 5, 2023.  After US Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) concurrence, adjustments were 
again proposed for the project. WBI is proposing to lease an existing ware yard for staging and 
equipment materials.  Under the authority of and in accordance with the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA) (16 U.S.C. 1531 et seq.), we have reviewed the alternatives and have concluded that the 
proposed modifications to the action will not cause an effect to the listed species or critical 
habitat that was not considered in the previous consultation. 

The FWS appreciates the opportunity to work with WBI and the Federal Energy Regulatory 
Commission (FERC) on our shared conservation goals.  Should you have any questions 
regarding these comments, please have your staff contact Jessica Johnson at (701) 355-8507 or at 
the letterhead address or contact me at (720) 793-6797. 

Luke Toso 
ND Ecological Services Supervisor 

IN REPLY REFER TO: 
2022-0000981 
Wahpeton Expansion 
Project 
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From: Hendrickson, Kenneth A
To: Chris Schmidt
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] RE: Follow up meeting on 9/20 - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties, ND
Date: Thursday, October 26, 2023 12:18:13 PM
Attachments: image004.jpg

image006.png
image007.png
image008.png
image001.png

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hi Chris,
 
Apologies for the delay in my response.  I was waiting to here if any of the other folks on our team
had any further concerns. 
 
Based on our previous conversations and the mitigation practices that have been assured, we don’t
have any further concerns at this point.  I do want to reiterate that we would appreciate some
advanced communication on when activities will be happening in this area so that we can post the
appropriate trail warnings and notices on the NCNST mapper and NCTA website.
 
Thank you for your willingness to discuss this project with our team and address the concerns that
we had.  Please feel free to contact me if there are further changes or developments in this project,
or if you have any questions related to the North Country National Scenic Trail.
 
Thank you,
Ken
 
 
 
Ken Hendrickson – Trail Manager
North Country National Scenic Trail
National Park Service
318 East Main Street, Suite K
Lowell, MI 49331
(616)-250-3160
 

 

From: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 26, 2023 9:44 AM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>; 'mdavis@northcountrytrail.org'
<mdavis@northcountrytrail.org>; Liguori, Stephanie L <stephanie_liguori@nps.gov>;

mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com







'tfmoberg@gmail.com' <tfmoberg@gmail.com>; 'Linn, Jill' <Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com>; 'Reukauf,
Robbyn' <Robbyn.Reukauf@WBIEnergy.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] RE: Follow up meeting on 9/20 - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and
Richland Counties, ND
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.  

 

Ken,
 
I wanted to follow up again with you regarding the receipt of the meeting notes
and a response to the email that I sent to you on 9/27 (see email chain below). If I
don’t hear back from you by 10/30, I will plan to give you a call on 10/31. Please
reach out with any questions.
 
Thank you,
 
 

ERM

 

Chris Schmidt
Managing Consultant, Project Management, Geology
He/Him/His
 
 

Minneapolis erm.com
6123477112  
 

 
From: Chris Schmidt 
Sent: Wednesday, October 4, 2023 3:23 PM
To: 'Hendrickson, Kenneth A' <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>; 'mdavis@northcountrytrail.org'
<mdavis@northcountrytrail.org>; 'stephanie_liguori@nps.gov' <stephanie_liguori@nps.gov>;
'tfmoberg@gmail.com' <tfmoberg@gmail.com>; Linn, Jill <Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com>; 'Reukauf,
Robbyn' <Robbyn.Reukauf@WBIEnergy.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up meeting on 9/20 - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties,
ND
 
Ken,
 
I wanted to follow up on my email below to confirm you received the meeting notes
and can provide a follow-up response. Please reach out with any questions.
 

https://www.erm.com/
https://www.erm.com/
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:mdavis@northcountrytrail.org
mailto:stephanie_liguori@nps.gov
mailto:tfmoberg@gmail.com
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Robbyn.Reukauf@WBIEnergy.com
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Memo 

 
To Chris Schmidt, Ken Hendrickson, Steph Ligouri, Matt Davis, Tom Moberg, Justin 

Pabst, Steve Kelly, Robbyn Reukauf 

From Logan Hathaway 

Date 20 September 2023 

Reference 0611161 

Subject Wahpeton Expansion Project Meeting Notes – Sept. 20, 2023 
 
WBI ENERGY WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT 

National Park Service (NPS) and North Country Trail Association (NCTA) Consultation 
Meeting 
 
September 20, 2023 
 
Attendees 
 
 NPS 

• Ken Hendrickson – Trail manager for NPS, manages trail operations along length 
of  trail; mapping level knowledge of  trail 

• Steph Liguori – NEPA and compliance specialist for NPS 
NCTA 

• Matt Davis – Regional Trail Coordinator for ND, MN, WI 
• Tom Moberg – Volunteer based in Fargo, Dakota Prairie Chapter, responsible for 

eastern 100 miles of  trail in ND. Built that section of  trail 
WBI Energy 

• Justin Pabst – Project Engineer 
• Steve Kelly – Project Manager 
• Robbyn Reukauf  – Environmental Specialist III 

ERM – WBI Energy’s Environmental Consultant 
• Chris Schmidt, Logan Hathaway 
• Note: WBI Energy is used throughout these notes as a way to indicate comments 

f rom both WBI Energy and its consultant ERM 
Project Re-introduction 

• WBI Energy provided an updated map illustrating the most recent route proposal in 
comparison to a previous alignment. 

General Overview/ Conversation 
• WBI Energy provided some updates to points/concerns brought up in the last meeting: 
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o WBI Energy explained that the excavated soil stockpiles and existing vegetative 
buf fer will serve as a barrier between the pipeline and the trail. This addressed 
previous concerns regarding water inundation f rom the right-of -way. 

o Construction will be conducted in accordance with the project SWPPP. 
 Any areas of  increased runof f  will be addressed by installing Best 

Management Practices (BMPs). 
 There will be an environmental inspector on site to identify any areas of  

runof f  and to routinely monitor installed BMPs. 
o WBI Energy addressed previous concerns regarding invasive plants in the area. 

 WBI Energy will ensure that construction equipment will enter and leave 
the site clean and f ree of  weeds. 

 Areas of  known weed infestation will be clearly marked. 
 In the construction right-of-way, topsoil will be segregated and will not be 

mixed with spoil material before or during construction. 
 The contractor will implement reclamation of  disturbed land following 

construction and will monitor restoration until successful revegetation is 
achieved. 

 The contractor will ensure that straw bales used on the project for 
sediment barriers (or mulch) are weed-f ree. 

 Equipment will not be sprayed with pre-emergent chemicals as a 
preventative measure since these chemicals target a wide range of plants 
and could harm revegetation ef forts. 

 If  herbicide is required, WBI Energy will follow all safety/ regulatory 
requirements to prevent herbicide misuse on site. 

 Following construction, WBI Energy will monitor weed infestation and 
implement post-construction weed treatment as needed. 

• NCTA: How close is the new route to the edge of  the railroad right-of -way? This could 
pose a possible issue for the trail depending on where the revised route goes. 

o WBI Energy: From previous discussions, WBI Energy was aiming for 50 feet away 
f rom the edge of  the right-of -way. 

o WBI Energy: The proposed pipeline is 12 inches in diameter. 
 From the center line of  alignment, the pipeline will be about 50-65 feet 

away f rom the railroad right-of -way. 
 The pipeline construction right-of-way is 75 feet, meaning the edge of  the 

construction right-of-way will be about 25 feet f rom the railroad right-of -
way. 

• NCTA: Do landowners get a new fence as part of this deal? In the past there have been 
many instances of  rotting fences. Also, another concern is that if  there’s another wet 
period within the pipeline right-of -way that it could cause a big ditch along the railroad 
where the trail is located. 

o WBI Energy: Will be using the legal definitions of property lines to set the pipeline 
alignment. 
 The fence may have soil piles pushed up close to it, but not over. 
 If  the fence were to be damaged during construction, WBI Energy would 

repair or replace the fence. 
 To WBI Energy’s knowledge, the fence belongs to the railroad. 
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 If  there is water f lowing into a portion of the right-of-way, WBI Energy will 
look at it later in the project if  it cannot be addressed with pumping. 

 WBI Energy’s intent is to do their best to mitigate any standing water there 
is and put the right-of-way back together as soon as possible following 
construction. 

• NCTA: When the pipeline is done, will the ground level be exactly where it was before? 
o WBI Energy: Everything would be returned to the original surface contours. It’s 

possible that some settling could occur (WBI Energy would have to repair 
settling), but everything is expected to be returned the way it was prior to 
construction. 

• NCTA: Since this land drains to the east, does the presence of the pipeline alter the f low 
of  either groundwater or surface water? Can we anticipate that the trail will be wetter in the 
future? 

o WBI Energy: Has never seen any project alter the natural f low of  groundwater. 
Temporary trenches will be present and covered. When trenches are filled, they’re 
compacted. 

• WBI Energy: All safety points discussed in the previous meeting remain unchanged. 
• NCTA: A part of the proposed alignment on the north end of the map bisects an area that 

is regularly wet. Assuming it’s wet when WBI Energy does the work, what kind of steps are 
in place to mitigate the impact to that area? 

o WBI Energy: There’s an area there that can be inundated with water occasionally. 
Depending on the time of  year, water f luctuates. 
 The goal is to handle the water appropriately so construction can be done.  
 As long as the water can be handled on site, it’ll be crossed by an open 

trench, but if  there’s a signif icant amount of  water, boring will be 
considered to ensure they don’t have to handle excess amounts of water. 

• NCTA: Which direction will the water be drained? 
o WBI Energy: Will just be pumping water out of a ditch, which would be pumped to 

the east, or they would set up hosing towards the east 
• NCTA: Are farmers obligated to keep cattle out of  the way? 

o WBI Energy: Farmers aren’t obligated, but WBI asks that they do. If farmers can’t 
keep cattle out of  the way during construction, open excavations within the 
workspace area will be fenced of f . 

• WBI Energy: The goal here is to be able to proceed with the current proposed reroute. 
o WBI Energy is respectively requesting a response from NPS/NCTA upon receipt 

of  these notes that no further coordination is needed for WBI Energy to proceed 
with the proposed reroute. 





Thank you,
 
 
 

ERM

 

Chris Schmidt
Managing Consultant, Project Management, Geology
He/Him/His
 
 

Minneapolis erm.com
6123477112  
 

 
From: Chris Schmidt 
Sent: Wednesday, September 27, 2023 3:46 PM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>; mdavis@northcountrytrail.org;
stephanie_liguori@nps.gov; tfmoberg@gmail.com; Linn, Jill <Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com>; Reukauf,
Robbyn <Robbyn.Reukauf@WBIEnergy.com>
Subject: RE: Follow up meeting on 9/20 - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties,
ND
 
Ken,
 
Thank you again for the call on 9/20 regarding the North Country Scenic National
Trail and the proposed reroute for the Wahpeton Expansion Project. I’ve attached
a set of meeting notes from the call for your review. Please provide any input you
may have by next Wednesday, October 4th and we will finalize the notes based on
any input you have.  If you have no additional input for the meeting notes,  WBI
Energy is respectively requesting a response that no further coordination is
needed to proceed with the proposed reroute.
 
Thanks again and if you have any questions, feel free to reach out.
 
Thank you,
 
Chris Schmidt
Senior Consultant, Project Management
Environmental Resources Management (ERM)
50th email signature image

 
From: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 11, 2023 12:42 PM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>; Lisa DiNicolantonio
<Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>

https://www.erm.com/
https://www.erm.com/
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:mdavis@northcountrytrail.org
mailto:stephanie_liguori@nps.gov
mailto:tfmoberg@gmail.com
mailto:Jill.Linn@wbienergy.com
mailto:Robbyn.Reukauf@WBIEnergy.com
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com


You don't often get email from kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov. Learn why this is important

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow up meeting - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland
Counties, ND
 
Ken,
 
Received.  I will coordinate with WBI to verify which of these dates works best and
will follow up.
 
Thank you,
 
 
Chris Schmidt
Senior Consultant, Project Management
Environmental Resources Management (ERM)
50th email signature image

 
From: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov> 
Sent: Friday, September 8, 2023 9:01 AM
To: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow up meeting - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland
Counties, ND
 

EXTERNAL MESSAGE

 
Hi Lisa,
 
How about 1:00pm eastern on either Monday 9/18 – or - Wednesday 9/20?
 
We can use the invitation list from last time, but please verify that Tom Moberg and Matt Davis are
on the invitation list.
 
Tom - tfmoberg@gmail.com
Matt - mdavis@northcountrytrail.org
 
Thanks,
Ken
 
Ken Hendrickson – Trail Manager
North Country National Scenic Trail
National Park Service
318 East Main Street, Suite K
Lowell, MI 49331

mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com
mailto:tfmoberg@gmail.com
mailto:mdavis@northcountrytrail.org


(616)-250-3160
 

 

From: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 5:29 PM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow up meeting - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland
Counties, ND
 
Hi Ken,
 
Thanks for the response! Unfortunately, we have some conflicts on our end for Monday September

11th. Are there times the week of September 18-22 that you would be available?
 
Thanks,
Lisa
 
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Managing Consultant, Project Management
 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
 
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

 
           
 

From: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, September 7, 2023 1:41 PM
To: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Follow up meeting - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland
Counties, ND
 

mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com
mailto:lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com
http://www.erm.com/
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com


EXTERNAL MESSAGE

 
Hi Lisa,
 
Apologies for the delay in my response.  I was out of the office around the Labor Day holiday and
then had some difficulty finding a time that would work.
 
How about: 
 

Monday September 11th at 1:00 Eastern
 
I think the invitation list should be the same as we had for the last meeting.  I’m not sure if everyone
will be able to attend, but that seemed like the best I could do within the specified timeframe.
 
Thanks,
Ken
 
Ken Hendrickson – Trail Manager
North Country National Scenic Trail
National Park Service
318 East Main Street, Suite K
Lowell, MI 49331
(616)-250-3160
 

 

From: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, August 31, 2023 3:33 PM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Follow up meeting - Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties,
ND
 

 

 This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links, opening attachments,
or responding.  

 

Hi Ken,
 

mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
mailto:chris.schmidt@erm.com


I hope you are doing well! I am reaching out about the Wahpeton Expansion Project and would like

to see when you might be available for a meeting sometime in the September 7th – 15th timeframe.
We have a plan to move forward with the suggested realignment previously discussed and would
like to discuss with you and the rest of the team.
 
Please let me know when a good time to meet would be and who should be included on the
invitation.
 
An additional note, I will be out on maternity leave shortly so Chris, cc’d here, will be taking over any
coordination that may need to happen while I’m away.
 
Thanks,
Lisa
 
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Managing Consultant, Project Management
 
Pronouns: she/her/hers
 
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

 
           
 
 

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy
 

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy
 

This e-mail and any attachments may contain proprietary, confidential and/or privileged information. No confidentiality or privilege is
waived or lost by any transmission errors. This communication is intended solely for the intended recipient, and if you are not the
intended recipient, please notify the sender immediately, delete it from your system and do not copy, distribute, disclose, or otherwise act
upon any part of this email communication or its attachments. To find out how the ERM Group manages personal data please review our
Privacy Policy

mailto:lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com
http://www.erm.com/
http://www.erm.com/
https://www.erm.com/privacy
http://www.erm.com/
https://www.erm.com/privacy
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The business of sustainability 

WBI ENERGY WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT  
 

National Park Service (NPS) and North Country Trail Association (NCTA) Consultation 

Meeting  

June 28, 2023 

Attendees 

NPS 

• Ken Hendrickson – trail manager for NPS, manages trail operations along length of trail; 

mapping level knowledge of trail. 

• Steph Ligouri – NEPA and compliance specialist for the NPS. 

NCTA 

• Matt Davis – Regional Trail Coordinator for ND, MN, WI 

• Tom Moberg – volunteer based in Fargo, Dakota Prairie Chapter, responsible for eastern 

100 miles of trail in ND. Built that section of trail.  

WBI Energy 

• Justin Pabst – Project Engineer 

ERM – WBI Energy’s Environmental Consultant 

• Chris Schmidt; Lisa DiNicolantonio; Logan Hathaway  

• Note: WBI Energy is used throughout these notes as a way to indicate comments from 

both WBI Energy or it consultant ERM. 

Project Introduction  

• WBI Energy provided an overview of the proposed realignment, purpose, and general 

project update. 

General Overview/Conversation 

• NPS: Which of the alignments is preferred? 

o WBI Energy: still seeking input on these suggested alignments, the landowner did 

provide input that is being evaluated.  

o WBI Energy: We are currently working on environmental surveys to assess if the 

options are environmentally feasible and collecting data that stems closer to the 

railroad. 

o The proposed alignment could be slightly adjusted based on survey data, but there 

are no conclusions at this time. 

• NPS: landowner appears to want it moved further from the railroad, any engineering 

concerns from the railroad? 
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The business of sustainability 

o WBI Energy: should be no riser pipes since none are planned, pipe is being 

designed to be buried at minimum 48 inches. 

o Land agents are reaching out to the railroad, but this falls inside private property, 

and will make attempts to communicate what we’re doing there. 

• NPS: concern over trail user safety etc. brought up in the last discussion still applies, 

should be considered, and discussed during construction. 

o NCTA: agree with NPS, there is a fence along the railroad going each way, ground 

in there is very wet so the trail right next to the fence, prefer that piece of trail close 

to the fence not be affected. 

o Desire would be to have the pipeline route as far east of the railroad right-of-way as 

possible. 

o WBI Energy: aiming for minimum 50 feet away from the right-of-way edge. 

o Landowner has stated they will not allow them to go further, want the lines to be as 

close to the edge of their property as they can be, may need to install a temporary 

construction fence. 

• NPS: from the landowners perspective it makes sense to want the line to be closer to the 

edge. 

o NPS’s perspective and main concern is trail user safety and communication during 

construction. 

• NCTA: question about the spoil and the possibility of a berm along the pipeline, water 

drains to the east toward the Red River. The trail is very wet and a berm along the pipeline 

would cause more water flow toward the railroad, big parts of the trail would be virtually 

unusable during certain times of the year. 

o NPS: maybe that one area could have its own project timeline to avoid wet parts of 

the year or special mitigation measures. 

o WBI Energy: this is certainly a possibility, some of this will be handled during the 

construction planning process. Other construction practices that could be utilized to 

ensure the trail does not become inundated. 

• Once WBI Energy gets field survey data back, when landowner picks a route, a follow up 

meeting will be scheduled to discuss the best path forward. 

• WBI Energy: What is the trails busiest time of year? 

o NCTA: Best guess is busiest in the fall, otherwise evenly used throughout the year. 

o One type of mitigation is building boardwalks, labor intensive and done by 

volunteers, but if it was inexpensive, it’s a possible way to deal with additional 

water flow. 

• NPS: echoes the safety concerns and communication. 

• NPS: What are the next steps at this time?  
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The business of sustainability 

o WBI Energy: still in data gathering process right now, have a better understanding 

of what other things we are trying to gather from surveys. Once we figure out what 

that looks like based on other adjustments we need to make, may get together 

again to review what that looks like and confirm people’s thoughts. 

o WBI Energy: should have more surveys complete in July and maybe aim to meet 

with this group at the end of July/early August. 

• NPS: consideration for engineering and construction, we do not want to have a long-term 

impact on the hydrology in the area, do not want users getting pushed closer to the active 

line. 

o WBI Energy: once construction is complete, the goal is to restore the area to pre-

construction conditions. 

• WBI Energy: suggests someone send the group a KMZ file to compare with environmental 

data that survey teams collect 

• WBI Energy: any concerns beyond mile 35-35.5 

o NCTA: Maybe from 34.8 to 35.5, there is a big mud hole next to 35. 

o WBI Energy: if we are pushed to that area, we would likely have to bore it. 

• NPS: question about long term restoration to previous conditions, is there a strip on this 

trail with invasive species? 

o Long term restore should aim to not have any impacts on the trail experience. 

o NCTA: special area for native prairie and habitat for monarch butterflies, hope that 

would not be destroyed by adjacent construction. 

o Cattle typically graze along fences. 

o Buckthorn in the area, but other than that can’t comment on it due to lack of 

knowledge. 

o WBI Energy: potentially have info for the previous route but not at this moment, this 

is something that can be further investigated. 

• NPS: sometimes on park service property people will accidentally bring in invasive 

species, will there be any cleaning procedures to prevent this? 

o WBI Energy: We will review the EIS to see what the procedure is for moving 

equipment between areas. 

• NCTA: personnel change, current railroad contact is Kristin Nicholson 

 





From: Lisa DiNicolantonio
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A
Cc: Chris Schmidt
Subject: RE: Wahpeton Expansion Project - Meeting Follow Up
Date: Thursday, July 27, 2023 2:29:47 PM
Attachments: image001.png

20230628_WBI Wahpeton Expansion_NPS NCTA Call_Notes.pdf
image002.png

Hi Ken,
I wanted to follow up on my note below to confirm you received the meeting notes. Please reach
out with any questions.
Thanks,
Lisa
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Managing Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

From: Lisa DiNicolantonio 
Sent: Tuesday, July 18, 2023 9:01 AM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: Wahpeton Expansion Project - Meeting Follow Up
Hi Ken,
Thank you again for the call a few weeks back regarding the North Country Scenic National Trail and
the Wahpeton Expansion Project. I’ve attached a set of meeting notes from the call for your review.

Please review these notes and provide any input you may have by next Thursday, July 27th so we can
finalize them.
As discussed, we will reach out again once we are ready to have our follow up conversation.
Thanks,
Lisa
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Managing Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchris.schmidt%40erm.com%7Ce74f6986215b415745df08db8ed7cc35%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C638260829857930579%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=yDgKH0mj2tvwD4gQExP%2BCmYL8OAbW57QG%2F0ZVy9VRRo%3D&reserved=0
mailto:lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com
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The business of sustainability 


WBI ENERGY WAHPETON EXPANSION PROJECT  
 


National Park Service (NPS) and North Country Trail Association (NCTA) Consultation 


Meeting  


June 28, 2023 


Attendees 


NPS 


• Ken Hendrickson – trail manager for NPS, manages trail operations along length of trail; 


mapping level knowledge of trail. 


• Steph Ligouri – NEPA and compliance specialist for the NPS. 


NCTA 


• Matt Davis – Regional Trail Coordinator for ND, MN, WI 


• Tom Moberg – volunteer based in Fargo, Dakota Prairie Chapter, responsible for eastern 


100 miles of trail in ND. Built that section of trail.  


WBI Energy 


• Justin Pabst – Project Engineer 


ERM – WBI Energy’s Environmental Consultant 


• Chris Schmidt; Lisa DiNicolantonio; Logan Hathaway  


• Note: WBI Energy is used throughout these notes as a way to indicate comments from 


both WBI Energy or it consultant ERM. 


Project Introduction  


• WBI Energy provided an overview of the proposed realignment, purpose, and general 


project update. 


General Overview/Conversation 


• NPS: Which of the alignments is preferred? 


o WBI Energy: still seeking input on these suggested alignments, the landowner did 


provide input that is being evaluated.  


o WBI Energy: We are currently working on environmental surveys to assess if the 


options are environmentally feasible and collecting data that stems closer to the 


railroad. 


o The proposed alignment could be slightly adjusted based on survey data, but there 


are no conclusions at this time. 


• NPS: landowner appears to want it moved further from the railroad, any engineering 


concerns from the railroad? 
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The business of sustainability 


o WBI Energy: should be no riser pipes since none are planned, pipe is being 


designed to be buried at minimum 48 inches. 


o Land agents are reaching out to the railroad, but this falls inside private property, 


and will make attempts to communicate what we’re doing there. 


• NPS: concern over trail user safety etc. brought up in the last discussion still applies, 


should be considered, and discussed during construction. 


o NCTA: agree with NPS, there is a fence along the railroad going each way, ground 


in there is very wet so the trail right next to the fence, prefer that piece of trail close 


to the fence not be affected. 


o Desire would be to have the pipeline route as far east of the railroad right-of-way as 


possible. 


o WBI Energy: aiming for minimum 50 feet away from the right-of-way edge. 


o Landowner has stated they will not allow them to go further, want the lines to be as 


close to the edge of their property as they can be, may need to install a temporary 


construction fence. 


• NPS: from the landowners perspective it makes sense to want the line to be closer to the 


edge. 


o NPS’s perspective and main concern is trail user safety and communication during 


construction. 


• NCTA: question about the spoil and the possibility of a berm along the pipeline, water 


drains to the east toward the Red River. The trail is very wet and a berm along the pipeline 


would cause more water flow toward the railroad, big parts of the trail would be virtually 


unusable during certain times of the year. 


o NPS: maybe that one area could have its own project timeline to avoid wet parts of 


the year or special mitigation measures. 


o WBI Energy: this is certainly a possibility, some of this will be handled during the 


construction planning process. Other construction practices that could be utilized to 


ensure the trail does not become inundated. 


• Once WBI Energy gets field survey data back, when landowner picks a route, a follow up 


meeting will be scheduled to discuss the best path forward. 


• WBI Energy: What is the trails busiest time of year? 


o NCTA: Best guess is busiest in the fall, otherwise evenly used throughout the year. 


o One type of mitigation is building boardwalks, labor intensive and done by 


volunteers, but if it was inexpensive, it’s a possible way to deal with additional 


water flow. 


• NPS: echoes the safety concerns and communication. 


• NPS: What are the next steps at this time?  
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The business of sustainability 


o WBI Energy: still in data gathering process right now, have a better understanding 


of what other things we are trying to gather from surveys. Once we figure out what 


that looks like based on other adjustments we need to make, may get together 


again to review what that looks like and confirm people’s thoughts. 


o WBI Energy: should have more surveys complete in July and maybe aim to meet 


with this group at the end of July/early August. 


• NPS: consideration for engineering and construction, we do not want to have a long-term 


impact on the hydrology in the area, do not want users getting pushed closer to the active 


line. 


o WBI Energy: once construction is complete, the goal is to restore the area to pre-


construction conditions. 


• WBI Energy: suggests someone send the group a KMZ file to compare with environmental 


data that survey teams collect 


• WBI Energy: any concerns beyond mile 35-35.5 


o NCTA: Maybe from 34.8 to 35.5, there is a big mud hole next to 35. 


o WBI Energy: if we are pushed to that area, we would likely have to bore it. 


• NPS: question about long term restoration to previous conditions, is there a strip on this 


trail with invasive species? 


o Long term restore should aim to not have any impacts on the trail experience. 


o NCTA: special area for native prairie and habitat for monarch butterflies, hope that 


would not be destroyed by adjacent construction. 


o Cattle typically graze along fences. 


o Buckthorn in the area, but other than that can’t comment on it due to lack of 


knowledge. 


o WBI Energy: potentially have info for the previous route but not at this moment, this 


is something that can be further investigated. 


• NPS: sometimes on park service property people will accidentally bring in invasive 


species, will there be any cleaning procedures to prevent this? 


o WBI Energy: We will review the EIS to see what the procedure is for moving 


equipment between areas. 


• NCTA: personnel change, current railroad contact is Kristin Nicholson 


 








From: Lisa DiNicolantonio
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A
Cc: Chris Schmidt
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties, ND
Date: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 5:18:18 PM
Attachments: image001.png
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Hi Ken,
Thanks for getting back to me with a date and emails! I will set up a teams meeting for everyone to

connect on the 28th and will provide materials for review prior to that meeting.
Thanks,
Lisa
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Managing Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

From: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov> 
Sent: Tuesday, June 20, 2023 6:47 AM
To: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties, ND
EXTERNAL MESSAGE

Hi Lisa,
Apologies for the delay in my response. I needed to coordinate with some of our partners at the
North Country Trail Association (NCTA). It looks like Wednesday June 28, 3:30-4:30 (EDT) should
work for a virtual meeting.
Please include Tom Moberg (NCTA) and Matt Davis (NCTA) in the invitation (emails below). I’m
assuming this will be Zoom.
tfmoberg@gmail.com
mdavis@northcountrytrail.org
Will you be sending any materials for us to review in advance of our call?
Thanks,
Ken
Ken Hendrickson – Trail Manager
North Country National Scenic Trail
National Park Service
318 East Main Street, Suite K
Lowell, MI 49331
(616)-250-3160

mailto:Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com
mailto:kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov
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https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.erm.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Cchris.schmidt%40erm.com%7C1ef0cb7771c84877bbc908db71dc3ed0%7Cf2fe6bd39c4a485bae69e18820a88130%7C0%7C0%7C638228962980330535%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2BklWpaZ%2B8bgG%2BBKjyQ%2BHezM2ksww%2BFXQULvDRHboaRE%3D&reserved=0
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From: Lisa DiNicolantonio <Lisa.DiNicolantonio@erm.com> 
Sent: Thursday, June 15, 2023 8:40 PM
To: Hendrickson, Kenneth A <kenneth_hendrickson@nps.gov>
Cc: Chris Schmidt <chris.schmidt@erm.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Wahpeton Expansion Project - Cass and Richland Counties, ND

This email has been received from outside of DOI - Use caution before clicking on links,
opening attachments, or responding.

Hi Ken,
We spoke previously about the Wahpeton Expansion Project and are reaching back out to see when
you might be available for a meeting in the next few weeks. We are currently looking for input from
you and your team about a suggested alignment received from a landowner.
Please let me know when a good time to meet would be and who should be included on the
invitation.
Thanks,
Lisa
Lisa DiNicolantonio
Senior Consultant, Scientist
Pronouns: she/her/hers
ERM
1050 SW 6th Ave, Suite 1650, Portland, OR 97204
T 503.525.8431 | M 925.658.2336
E lisa.dinicolantonio@erm.com | W www.erm.com

This message contains information which may be confidential, proprietary, privileged, or otherwise protected by law from disclosure or
use by a third party. If you have received this message in error, please contact us immediately at (303) 741-5050 and take the steps
necessary to delete the message completely from your computer system. Thank you.

Please visit ERM's web site: http://www.erm.com. To find out how ERM manages personal data, please review our Privacy Policy
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December 8, 2023 
 
Price Laird 
ERM 
3300 Breckinridge Boulevard, Suite 300 
Duluth, GA 30096 
 
 
ND SHPO Ref: 21-6245 WBI Expansion PF21-4 in portions of [T146N R77W Section 11] 
Richland and Cass County, North Dakota 
 
Dear Price,  
 
We reviewed the project ND SHPO Ref 21-6245 report titled “Class III Archaeological Survey, 
Addendum Report 2, WBI Energy Transmission, Inc., Wahpeton Expansion Project, Cass County, 
North Dakota” from ERM by Kara Wallace. We find the report acceptable and will add it to our 
manuscript collection.  
 
We concur with a determination of “No Historic Properties Affected” for the 7th Avenue 
Northeast Staging Area portion of the project provided it takes place in the manner described in 
the documentation and all borrow comes from an approved source. 
 
Thank you for the opportunity to review this project. For future correspondence regarding this 
project, please include the ND SHPO Reference number indicated in this letter. If you have any 
questions, please contact Margie Patton, Research Archaeologist at 701-328-3576 or 
mmpatton@nd.gov. 
 
Sincerely, 

for William D. Peterson, PhD 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
(North Dakota)  
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TABLE 5-1 
Wahpeton Expansion Project 

Summary of the Proposed Project Modifications 

Modification  

Overview 
Map Set 

Page 
Number(s) 

Detailed 
Map Set 

Page 
Number(s) 

Alignment 
Sheet 

Number County 

Facility/ 
Pipeline 
Milepost 

(MP) 

Change on 
Construction 

Impacts 
(acres) 

Change in 
Operation 
Impacts 
(acres) Reason for Variance/Revision 

Field Survey 
Complete – 

Environmental 
(Yes/No) 

Field Survey 
Complete – 

Cultural 
(Yes/No) 

Existing Land 
Use 

Environmental Sensitive 
Areas Within or Abutting? 

Federally 
Threatened or 
Endangered 

Species 
Affected? 

Cultural 
Resources 
Affected? 

Landowner 
Approval 
and Date 

4 Sons LLC 
Yard 

1 2 NA Cass N/A 53.64 0 An additional contractor yard is 
necessary for the Project. 

Yes Yes Developed Yes, 0.17 acre of wetland. 
Located in same census block 

group as the Kost Yard.  No 
additional EJ impacts 

anticipated. 

No No Yes  

Sept 18, 
2023 

Valve #2 1 3 5 Cass 11.6 0.0 -0.06 Modified workspace to reduce 
conflict with road bore (42nd St 
SE), and length of permanent 

access road is reduced. 

Yes Yes Agricultural 
Land/Developed 

No NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

Oct. 17, 
2023 

Milepost 26.7 
to 27.2 Reroute 

1 4 13 Richland 26.7 to 27.2 1.26 0.54 Landowner requested pipeline be 
collocated with road/follow the 

property line. 

Yes Yes Agricultural Land No NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

June 7, 
2023 

Milepost 34.7 
to 36.2 Reroute 

1 5-6 17-18 Richland 34.7 to 36.2 -0.28 -0.02 Landowner requested pipeline be 
collocated with railroad/follow the 

property line.  

Yes Yes Agricultural 
Land/Open Land 

Yes, 0.7 acres decrease of 
wetland impact.  

NPS NCTA has no objection. 

 

NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

June 
20,2023 

Valve #5 1 7 20 Richland 39.5 0.53 -0.02 Modification to reduce conflict with 
overhead power and reduces 
impact to usable field area. 

Yes Yes Agricultural 
Land/Developed 

No NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

Oct 10, 
2023 

Valve #6 1 8 24 Richland 48.9 0.24 0.04 Modification to reduce impact to 
usable field area. 

Yes Yes Agricultural 
Land/Developed 

No NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

Nov 3, 
2023 

Milepost 54.4 
to 57.0 Reroute 

1 9-12 27-28 Richland 54.4 to 57.0 -2.37 -1.36 Landowner requested pipeline be 
collocated with road/follow the 

property line.  

Yes Yes Agricultural Land Yes, 0.04 acre increase of 
wetland impact. 

 

NLAA for 
NLEB; same as 

original route 

No Yes  

July 6, 
2023 

Notes: 
NLAA = Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
NLEB = Northern Long-eared Bat 
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